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TR LXc\ BaUfield

M\ deaU LXc\,

I ZURWe WKLV VWRU\ fRU \RX, bXW ZKeQ I begaQ LW I Kad QRW UeaOL]ed WKaW gLUOV gURZ
TXLcNeU WKaQ bRRNV. AV a UeVXOW \RX aUe aOUead\ WRR ROd fRU faLU\ WaOeV, aQd b\ WKe WLPe LW LV
SULQWed aQd bRXQd \RX ZLOO be ROdeU VWLOO. BXW VRPe da\ \RX ZLOO be ROd eQRXgK WR VWaUW
UeadLQg faLU\ WaOeV agaLQ. YRX caQ WKeQ WaNe LW dRZQ fURP VRPe XSSeU VKeOf, dXVW LW, aQd
WeOO Pe ZKaW \RX WKLQN Rf LW. I VKaOO SURbabO\ be WRR deaf WR KeaU, aQd WRR ROd WR
XQdeUVWaQd a ZRUd \RX Va\, bXW I VKaOO VWLOO be

\RXU affecWLRQaWe GRdfaWKeU, 
     C. S. LeZLV 
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CHAP7ER I

LXc\ LookV inWo a Wardrobe

Once WheUe ZeUe fRXU childUen ZhRVe nameV ZeUe PeWeU, SXVan, EdmXnd and LXc\.
ThiV VWRU\ iV abRXW VRmeWhing WhaW haSSened WR Whem Zhen Whe\ ZeUe VenW aZa\ fURm
LRndRn dXUing Whe ZaU becaXVe Rf Whe aiU-UaidV. The\ ZeUe VenW WR Whe hRXVe Rf an Rld



PURfeVVRU ZhR liYed in Whe heaUW Rf Whe cRXnWU\, Wen mileV fURm Whe neaUeVW UailZa\ VWaWiRn
and WZR mileV fURm Whe neaUeVW SRVW Rffice. He had nR Zife and he liYed in a YeU\ laUge
hRXVe ZiWh a hRXVekeeSeU called MUV. MacUead\ and WhUee VeUYanWV. (TheiU nameV ZeUe
IY\, MaUgaUeW and BeWW\, bXW Whe\ dR nRW cRme inWR Whe VWRU\ mXch.) He himVelf ZaV a
YeU\ Rld man ZiWh Vhagg\ ZhiWe haiU, Zhich gUeZ RYeU mRVW Rf hiV face aV Zell aV Rn hiV
head, and Whe\ liked him almRVW aW Rnce; bXW Rn Whe fiUVW eYening Zhen he came RXW WR
meeW Whem aW Whe fURnW dRRU he ZaV VR Rdd-lRRking WhaW LXc\ (ZhR ZaV Whe \RXngeVW) ZaV
a liWWle afUaid Rf him, and EdmXnd (ZhR ZaV Whe ne[W \RXngeVW) ZanWed WR laXgh and had
WR keeS Rn SUeWending he ZaV blRZing hiV nRVe WR hide iW.

AV VRRn aV Whe\ had Vaid gRRd nighW WR Whe PURfeVVRU and gRne XSVWaiUV Rn Whe fiUVW
nighW, Whe bR\V came inWR Whe giUlV' URRm and Whe\ all Walked iW RYeU.

"We'Ye fallen Rn RXU feeW and nR miVWake," Vaid PeWeU. "ThiV iV gRing WR be SeUfecWl\
VSlendid. ThaW Rld chaS Zill leW XV dR an\Whing Ze like."

"I Whink he'V an Rld deaU," Vaid SXVan.

"Oh, cRme Rff iW!" Vaid EdmXnd, ZhR ZaV WiUed and SUeWending nRW WR be WiUed, Zhich
alZa\V made him bad-WemSeUed. "DRn'W gR Rn Walking like WhaW."

"Like ZhaW?" Vaid SXVan; "and an\Za\, iW'V Wime \RX ZeUe in bed."

"TU\ing WR Walk like MRWheU," Vaid EdmXnd. "And ZhR aUe \RX WR Va\ Zhen I'm WR gR
WR bed? GR WR bed \RXUVelf."

"Hadn'W Ze all beWWeU gR WR bed?" Vaid LXc\. "TheUe'V VXUe WR be a URZ if Ze'Ue heaUd
Walking heUe."

"NR WheUe ZRn'W," Vaid PeWeU. "I Well \RX WhiV iV Whe VRUW Rf hRXVe ZheUe nR Rne'V gRing
WR mind ZhaW Ze dR. An\Za\, Whe\ ZRn'W heaU XV. IW'V abRXW Wen minXWeV' Zalk fURm heUe
dRZn WR WhaW dining URRm, and an\ amRXnW Rf VWaiUV and SaVVageV in beWZeen."

"WhaW'V WhaW nRiVe?" Vaid LXc\ VXddenl\. IW ZaV a faU laUgeU hRXVe Whan Vhe had eYeU
been in befRUe and Whe WhRXghW Rf all WhRVe lRng SaVVageV and URZV Rf dRRUV leading inWR
emSW\ URRmV ZaV beginning WR make heU feel a liWWle cUeeS\.

"IW'V Rnl\ a biUd, Vill\," Vaid EdmXnd.

"IW'V an RZl," Vaid PeWeU. "ThiV iV gRing WR be a ZRndeUfXl Slace fRU biUdV. I Vhall gR WR
bed nRZ. I Va\, leW'V gR and e[SlRUe WR-mRUURZ. YRX mighW find an\Whing in a Slace like
WhiV. Did \RX Vee WhRVe mRXnWainV aV Ze came alRng? And Whe ZRRdV? TheUe mighW be
eagleV. TheUe mighW be VWagV. TheUe'll be haZkV."

"BadgeUV!" Vaid LXc\.

"SnakeV!" Vaid EdmXnd.

"FR[eV!" Vaid SXVan.

BXW Zhen ne[W mRUning came, WheUe ZaV a VWead\ Uain falling, VR Whick WhaW Zhen \RX
lRRked RXW Rf Whe ZindRZ \RX cRXld Vee neiWheU Whe mRXnWainV nRU Whe ZRRdV nRU eYen
Whe VWUeam in Whe gaUden.

"Of cRXUVe iW ZRXOd be Uaining!" Vaid EdmXnd. The\ had jXVW finiVhed bUeakfaVW ZiWh
Whe PURfeVVRU and ZeUe XSVWaiUV in Whe URRm he had VeW aSaUW fRU Whem²a lRng, lRZ URRm
ZiWh WZR ZindRZV lRRking RXW in Rne diUecWiRn and WZR in anRWheU.

"DR VWRS gUXmbling, Ed," Vaid SXVan. "Ten WR Rne iW'll cleaU XS in an hRXU RU VR. And
in Whe meanWime Ze'Ue SUeWW\ Zell Rff. TheUe'V a ZiUeleVV and lRWV Rf bRRkV."



"NRW fRU me," Vaid PeWeU, "I'm gRing WR e[SlRUe in Whe hRXVe."

EYeU\Rne agUeed WR WhiV and WhaW ZaV hRZ Whe adYenWXUeV began. IW ZaV Whe VRUW Rf
hRXVe WhaW \RX neYeU Veem WR cRme WR Whe end Rf, and iW ZaV fXll Rf Xne[SecWed SlaceV.
The fiUVW feZ dRRUV Whe\ WUied led Rnl\ inWR VSaUe bedURRmV, aV eYeU\Rne had e[SecWed
WhaW Whe\ ZRXld; bXW VRRn Whe\ came WR a YeU\ lRng URRm fXll Rf SicWXUeV and WheUe Whe\
fRXnd a VXiW Rf aUmRXU; and afWeU WhaW ZaV a URRm all hXng ZiWh gUeen, ZiWh a haUS in Rne
cRUneU; and When came WhUee VWeSV dRZn and fiYe VWeSV XS, and When a kind Rf liWWle XSVWaiUV
hall and a dRRU WhaW led RXW RnWR a balcRn\, and When a ZhRle VeUieV Rf URRmV WhaW led inWR
each RWheU and ZeUe lined ZiWh bRRkV²mRVW Rf Whem YeU\ Rld bRRkV and VRme biggeU
Whan a Bible in a chXUch. And VhRUWl\ afWeU WhaW Whe\ lRRked inWR a URRm WhaW ZaV TXiWe
emSW\ e[ceSW fRU Rne big ZaUdURbe; Whe VRUW WhaW haV a lRRking-glaVV in Whe dRRU. TheUe
ZaV nRWhing elVe in Whe URRm aW all e[ceSW a dead blXe-bRWWle Rn Whe ZindRZ-Vill.

"NRWhing WheUe!" Vaid PeWeU, and Whe\ all WURRSed RXW again²all e[ceSW LXc\. She
VWa\ed behind becaXVe Vhe WhRXghW iW ZRXld be ZRUWh Zhile WU\ing Whe dRRU Rf Whe
ZaUdURbe, eYen WhRXgh Vhe felW almRVW VXUe WhaW iW ZRXld be lRcked. TR heU VXUSUiVe iW
RSened TXiWe eaVil\, and WZR mRWh-ballV dURSSed RXW.

LRRking inWR Whe inVide, Vhe VaZ VeYeUal cRaWV hanging XS²mRVWl\ lRng fXU cRaWV.
TheUe ZaV nRWhing LXc\ liked VR mXch aV Whe Vmell and feel Rf fXU. She immediaWel\
VWeSSed inWR Whe ZaUdURbe and gRW in amRng Whe cRaWV and UXbbed heU face againVW Whem,
leaYing Whe dRRU RSen, Rf cRXUVe, becaXVe Vhe kneZ WhaW iW iV YeU\ fRRliVh WR VhXW RneVelf
inWR an\ ZaUdURbe. SRRn Vhe ZenW fXUWheU in and fRXnd WhaW WheUe ZaV a VecRnd URZ Rf
cRaWV hanging XS behind Whe fiUVW Rne. IW ZaV almRVW TXiWe daUk in WheUe and Vhe keSW heU
aUmV VWUeWched RXW in fURnW Rf heU VR aV nRW WR bXmS heU face inWR Whe back Rf Whe
ZaUdURbe. She WRRk a VWeS fXUWheU in²When WZR RU WhUee VWeSV²alZa\V e[SecWing WR feel
ZRRdZRUk againVW Whe WiSV Rf heU fingeUV. BXW Vhe cRXld nRW feel iW.

"ThiV mXVW be a VimSl\ enRUmRXV ZaUdURbe!" WhRXghW LXc\, gRing VWill fXUWheU in and
SXVhing Whe VRfW fRldV Rf Whe cRaWV aVide WR make URRm fRU heU. Then Vhe nRWiced WhaW WheUe
ZaV VRmeWhing cUXnching XndeU heU feeW. "I ZRndeU iV WhaW mRUe mRWh-ballV?" Vhe
WhRXghW, VWRRSing dRZn WR feel iW ZiWh heU handV. BXW inVWead Rf feeling Whe haUd, VmRRWh
ZRRd Rf Whe flRRU Rf Whe ZaUdURbe, Vhe felW VRmeWhing VRfW and SRZdeU\ and e[WUemel\
cRld, "ThiV iV YeU\ TXeeU," Vhe Vaid, and ZenW Rn a VWeS RU WZR fXUWheU.

Ne[W mRmenW Vhe fRXnd WhaW ZhaW ZaV UXbbing againVW heU face and handV ZaV nR
lRngeU VRfW fXU bXW VRmeWhing haUd and URXgh and eYen SUickl\. "Wh\, iW iV jXVW like
bUancheV Rf WUeeV!" e[claimed LXc\. And When Vhe VaZ WhaW WheUe ZaV a lighW ahead Rf heU;
nRW a feZ incheV aZa\ ZheUe Whe back Rf Whe ZaUdURbe RXghW WR haYe been, bXW a lRng
Za\ Rff. SRmeWhing cRld and VRfW ZaV falling Rn heU. A mRmenW laWeU Vhe fRXnd WhaW Vhe
ZaV VWanding in Whe middle Rf a ZRRd aW nighW-Wime ZiWh VnRZ XndeU heU feeW and
VnRZflakeV falling WhURXgh Whe aiU.

LXc\ felW a liWWle fUighWened, bXW Vhe felW YeU\ inTXiViWiYe and e[ciWed aV Zell. She
lRRked back RYeU heU VhRXldeU and WheUe, beWZeen Whe daUk WUee-WUXnkV, Vhe cRXld VWill Vee
Whe RSen dRRUZa\ Rf Whe ZaUdURbe and eYen caWch a glimSVe Rf Whe emSW\ URRm fURm
Zhich Vhe had VeW RXW. (She had, Rf cRXUVe, lefW Whe dRRU RSen, fRU Vhe kneZ WhaW iW iV a
YeU\ Vill\ Whing WR VhXW RneVelf inWR a ZaUdURbe.) IW Veemed WR be VWill da\lighW WheUe. "I can
alZa\V geW back if an\Whing gReV ZURng," WhRXghW LXc\. She began WR Zalk fRUZaUd,
cUXQcK-cUXQcK, RYeU Whe VnRZ and WhURXgh Whe ZRRd WRZaUdV Whe RWheU lighW.

In abRXW Wen minXWeV Vhe Ueached iW and fRXnd WhaW iW ZaV a lamS-SRVW. AV Vhe VWRRd
lRRking aW iW, ZRndeUing Zh\ WheUe ZaV a lamS-SRVW in Whe middle Rf a ZRRd and
ZRndeUing ZhaW WR dR ne[W, Vhe heaUd a SiWWeU SaWWeU Rf feeW cRming WRZaUdV heU. And VRRn
afWeU WhaW a YeU\ VWUange SeUVRn VWeSSed RXW fURm amRng Whe WUeeV inWR Whe lighW Rf Whe
lamS-SRVW.



He ZaV Rnl\ a liWWle WalleU Whan LXc\ heUVelf and he caUUied RYeU hiV head an XmbUella,
ZhiWe ZiWh VnRZ. FURm Whe ZaiVW XSZaUdV he ZaV like a man, bXW hiV legV ZeUe VhaSed
like a gRaW'V (Whe haiU Rn Whem ZaV glRVV\ black) and inVWead Rf feeW he had gRaW'V hRRfV.
He alVR had a Wail, bXW LXc\ did nRW nRWice WhiV aW fiUVW becaXVe iW ZaV neaWl\ caXghW XS
RYeU Whe aUm WhaW held Whe XmbUella VR aV WR keeS iW fURm WUailing in Whe VnRZ. He had a Ued
ZRRllen mXffleU URXnd hiV neck and hiV Vkin ZaV UaWheU UeddiVh WRR. He had a VWUange, bXW
SleaVanW liWWle face ZiWh a VhRUW SRinWed beaUd and cXUl\ haiU, and RXW Rf Whe haiU WheUe
VWXck WZR hRUnV, Rne Rn each Vide Rf hiV fRUehead. One Rf hiV handV, aV I haYe Vaid, held
Whe XmbUella: in Whe RWheU aUm he caUUied VeYeUal bURZn SaSeU SaUcelV. WhaW ZiWh Whe
SaUcelV and Whe VnRZ iW lRRked jXVW aV if he had been dRing hiV ChUiVWmaV VhRSSing. He
ZaV a FaXn. And Zhen he VaZ LXc\ he gaYe VXch a VWaUW Rf VXUSUiVe WhaW he dURSSed all
hiV SaUcelV.

"GRRdneVV gUaciRXV me!" e[claimed Whe FaXn.

 

CHAP7ER II

WhaW LXc\ FoXnd There

"GRRd eYening," Vaid LXc\. BXW Whe FaXn ZaV VR bXV\ Sicking XS hiV SaUcelV WhaW aW
fiUVW he did nRW UeSl\. When he had finiVhed he made heU a liWWle bRZ.

"GRRd eYening, gRRd eYening," Vaid Whe FaXn. "E[cXVe me²I dRn'W ZanW WR be
inTXiViWiYe²bXW VhRXld I be UighW in Whinking WhaW \RX aUe a DaXghWeU Rf EYe?"

"M\ name'V LXc\," Vaid Vhe, nRW TXiWe XndeUVWanding him.

"BXW \RX aUe²fRUgiYe me²\RX aUe ZhaW Whe\ call a giUl?" aVked Whe FaXn.

"Of cRXUVe I'm a giUl," Vaid LXc\.

"YRX aUe in facW HXman?"

"Of cRXUVe I'm hXman," Vaid LXc\, VWill a liWWle SX]]led.

"TR be VXUe, WR be VXUe," Vaid Whe FaXn. "HRZ VWXSid Rf me! BXW I'Ye neYeU Veen a SRn
Rf Adam RU a DaXghWeU Rf EYe befRUe. I am delighWed. ThaW iV WR Va\²" and When he
VWRSSed aV if he had been gRing WR Va\ VRmeWhing he had nRW inWended bXW had
UemembeUed in Wime. "DelighWed, delighWed," he ZenW Rn. "AllRZ me WR inWURdXce m\Velf.
M\ name iV TXmnXV."

"I am YeU\ SleaVed WR meeW \RX, MU. TXmnXV," Vaid LXc\.

"And ma\ I aVk, O LXc\, DaXghWeU Rf EYe," Vaid MU. TXmnXV, "hRZ \RX haYe cRme
inWR NaUnia?"

"NaUnia? WhaW'V WhaW?" Vaid LXc\.

"ThiV iV Whe land Rf NaUnia," Vaid Whe FaXn, "ZheUe Ze aUe nRZ; all WhaW lieV beWZeen
Whe lamS-SRVW and Whe gUeaW caVWle Rf CaiU PaUaYel Rn Whe eaVWeUn Vea. And \RX²\RX haYe
cRme fURm Whe Zild ZRRdV Rf Whe ZeVW?"

"I²I gRW in WhURXgh Whe ZaUdURbe in Whe VSaUe URRm," Vaid LXc\.



"Ah!" Vaid MU. TXmnXV in a UaWheU melanchRl\ YRice, "if Rnl\ I had ZRUked haUdeU aW
geRgUaSh\ Zhen I ZaV a liWWle FaXn, I VhRXld nR dRXbW knRZ all abRXW WhRVe VWUange
cRXnWUieV. IW iV WRR laWe nRZ."

"BXW Whe\ aUen'W cRXnWUieV aW all," Vaid LXc\, almRVW laXghing. "IW'V Rnl\ jXVW back WheUe
²aW leaVW²I'm nRW VXUe. IW iV VXmmeU WheUe."

"MeanZhile," Vaid MU. TXmnXV, "iW iV ZinWeU in NaUnia, and haV been fRU eYeU VR lRng,
and Ze Vhall bRWh caWch cRld if Ze VWand heUe Walking in Whe VnRZ. DaXghWeU Rf EYe fURm
Whe faU land Rf SSaUe ORm ZheUe eWeUnal VXmmeU UeignV aURXnd Whe bUighW ciW\ Rf WaU
DURbe, hRZ ZRXld iW be if \RX came and had Wea ZiWh me?"

"Thank \RX YeU\ mXch, MU. TXmnXV," Vaid LXc\. "BXW I ZaV ZRndeUing ZheWheU I
RXghW WR be geWWing back."

"IW'V Rnl\ jXVW URXnd Whe cRUneU," Vaid Whe FaXn, "and WheUe'll be a URaUing fiUe²and
WRaVW²and VaUdineV²and cake."

"Well, iW'V YeU\ kind Rf \RX," Vaid LXc\. "BXW I Vhan'W be able WR VWa\ lRng."

"If \RX Zill Wake m\ aUm, DaXghWeU Rf EYe," Vaid MU. TXmnXV, "I Vhall be able WR hRld
Whe XmbUella RYeU bRWh Rf XV. ThaW'V Whe Za\. NRZ²Rff Ze gR."

And VR LXc\ fRXnd heUVelf Zalking WhURXgh Whe ZRRd aUm in aUm ZiWh WhiV VWUange
cUeaWXUe aV if Whe\ had knRZn Rne anRWheU all WheiU liYeV.

The\ had nRW gRne faU befRUe Whe\ came WR a Slace ZheUe Whe gURXnd became URXgh
and WheUe ZeUe URckV all abRXW and liWWle hillV XS and liWWle hillV dRZn. AW Whe bRWWRm Rf
Rne Vmall Yalle\ MU. TXmnXV WXUned VXddenl\ aVide aV if he ZeUe gRing WR Zalk VWUaighW
inWR an XnXVXall\ laUge URck, bXW aW Whe laVW mRmenW LXc\ fRXnd he ZaV leading heU inWR
Whe enWUance Rf a caYe. AV VRRn aV Whe\ ZeUe inVide Vhe fRXnd heUVelf blinking in Whe lighW
Rf a ZRRd fiUe. Then MU. TXmnXV VWRRSed and WRRk a flaming Siece Rf ZRRd RXW Rf Whe
fiUe ZiWh a neaW liWWle SaiU Rf WRngV, and liW a lamS. "NRZ Ze Vhan'W be lRng," he Vaid, and
immediaWel\ SXW a keWWle Rn.

LXc\ WhRXghW Vhe had neYeU been in a niceU Slace. IW ZaV a liWWle, dU\, clean caYe Rf
UeddiVh VWRne ZiWh a caUSeW Rn Whe flRRU and WZR liWWle chaiUV ("Rne fRU me and Rne fRU a
fUiend," Vaid MU. TXmnXV) and a Wable and a dUeVVeU and a manWelSiece RYeU Whe fiUe and
abRYe WhaW a SicWXUe Rf an Rld FaXn ZiWh a gUe\ beaUd. In Rne cRUneU WheUe ZaV a dRRU
Zhich LXc\ WhRXghW mXVW lead WR MU. TXmnXV' bedURRm, and Rn Rne Zall ZaV a Vhelf fXll
Rf bRRkV. LXc\ lRRked aW WheVe Zhile he ZaV VeWWing RXW Whe Wea WhingV. The\ had WiWleV like
TKe LLfe aQd LeWWeUV Rf SLOeQXV RU N\PSKV aQd TKeLU Wa\V RU MeQ, MRQNV aQd
GaPeNeeSeUV; a SWXd\ LQ PRSXOaU LegeQd RU IV MaQ a M\WK?

"NRZ, DaXghWeU Rf EYe!" Vaid Whe FaXn.

And Ueall\ iW ZaV a ZRndeUfXl Wea. TheUe ZaV a nice bURZn egg, lighWl\ bRiled, fRU
each Rf Whem, and When VaUdineV Rn WRaVW, and When bXWWeUed WRaVW, and When WRaVW ZiWh
hRne\, and When a VXgaU-WRSSed cake. And Zhen LXc\ ZaV WiUed Rf eaWing Whe FaXn began
WR Walk. He had ZRndeUfXl WaleV WR Well Rf life in Whe fRUeVW. He WRld abRXW Whe midnighW
danceV and hRZ Whe N\mShV ZhR liYed in Whe ZellV and Whe DU\adV ZhR liYed in Whe WUeeV
came RXW WR dance ZiWh Whe FaXnV; abRXW lRng hXnWing SaUWieV afWeU Whe milk-ZhiWe SWag
ZhR cRXld giYe \RX ZiVheV if \RX caXghW him; abRXW feaVWing and WUeaVXUe-Veeking ZiWh
Whe Zild Red DZaUfV in deeS mineV and caYeUnV faU beneaWh Whe fRUeVW flRRU; and When
abRXW VXmmeU Zhen Whe ZRRdV ZeUe gUeen and Rld SilenXV Rn hiV faW dRnke\ ZRXld cRme
WR YiViW Whem, and VRmeWimeV BacchXV himVelf, and When Whe VWUeamV ZRXld UXn ZiWh Zine
inVWead Rf ZaWeU and Whe ZhRle fRUeVW ZRXld giYe iWVelf XS WR jRllificaWiRn fRU ZeekV Rn
end. "NRW WhaW iW iVn'W alZa\V ZinWeU nRZ," he added glRRmil\. Then WR cheeU himVelf XS he
WRRk RXW fURm iWV caVe Rn Whe dUeVVeU a VWUange liWWle flXWe WhaW lRRked aV if iW ZeUe made Rf



VWUaZ and began WR Sla\. And Whe WXne he Sla\ed made LXc\ ZanW WR cU\ and laXgh and
dance and gR WR VleeS all aW Whe Vame Wime. IW mXVW haYe been hRXUV laWeU Zhen Vhe VhRRk
heUVelf and Vaid,

"Oh MU. TXmnXV²I'm VR VRUU\ WR VWRS \RX, and I dR lRYe WhaW WXne²bXW Ueall\, I mXVW
gR hRme. I Rnl\ meanW WR VWa\ fRU a feZ minXWeV."

"IW'V nR gRRd QRZ, \RX knRZ," Vaid Whe FaXn, la\ing dRZn hiV flXWe and Vhaking hiV
head aW heU YeU\ VRUURZfXll\.

"NR gRRd?" Vaid LXc\, jXmSing XS and feeling UaWheU fUighWened. "WhaW dR \RX mean?
I'Ye gRW WR gR hRme aW Rnce. The RWheUV Zill be ZRndeUing ZhaW haV haSSened WR me." BXW
a mRmenW laWeU Vhe aVked, "MU. TXmnXV! WhaWeYeU iV Whe maWWeU?" fRU Whe FaXn'V bURZn
e\eV had filled ZiWh WeaUV and When Whe WeaUV began WUickling dRZn hiV cheekV, and VRRn
Whe\ ZeUe UXnning Rff Whe end Rf hiV nRVe; and aW laVW he cRYeUed hiV face ZiWh hiV handV
and began WR hRZl.

"MU. TXmnXV! MU. TXmnXV!" Vaid LXc\ in gUeaW diVWUeVV. "DRn'W! DRn'W! WhaW iV Whe
maWWeU? AUen'W \RX Zell? DeaU MU. TXmnXV, dR Well me ZhaW iV ZURng." BXW Whe FaXn
cRnWinXed VRbbing aV if hiV heaUW ZRXld bUeak. And eYen Zhen LXc\ ZenW RYeU and SXW
heU aUmV URXnd him and lenW him heU handkeUchief, he did nRW VWRS. He meUel\ WRRk Whe
handkeUchief and keSW Rn XVing iW, ZUinging iW RXW ZiWh bRWh handV ZheneYeU iW gRW WRR
ZeW WR be an\ mRUe XVe, VR WhaW SUeVenWl\ LXc\ ZaV VWanding in a damS SaWch.

"MU. TXmnXV!" baZled LXc\ in hiV eaU, Vhaking him. "DR VWRS. SWRS iW aW Rnce! YRX
RXghW WR be aVhamed Rf \RXUVelf, a gUeaW big FaXn like \RX. WhaW Rn eaUWh aUe \RX cU\ing
abRXW?"

"Oh²Rh²Rh!" VRbbed MU. TXmnXV, "I'm cU\ing becaXVe I'm VXch a bad FaXn."

"I dRn'W Whink \RX'Ue a bad FaXn aW all," Vaid LXc\. "I Whink \RX aUe a YeU\ gRRd FaXn.
YRX aUe Whe niceVW FaXn I'Ye eYeU meW."

"Oh²Rh²\RX ZRXldn'W Va\ WhaW if \RX kneZ," UeSlied MU. TXmnXV beWZeen hiV VRbV.
"NR, I'm a bad FaXn. I dRn'W VXSSRVe WheUe eYeU ZaV a ZRUVe FaXn Vince Whe beginning Rf
Whe ZRUld."

"BXW ZhaW haYe \RX dRne?" aVked LXc\.

"M\ Rld faWheU, nRZ," Vaid MU. TXmnXV, "WhaW'V hiV SicWXUe RYeU Whe manWelSiece. He
ZRXld neYeU haYe dRne a Whing like WhiV."

"A Whing like ZhaW?" Vaid LXc\.

"Like ZhaW I'Ye dRne," Vaid Whe FaXn. "Taken VeUYice XndeU Whe WhiWe WiWch. ThaW'V
ZhaW I am. I'm in Whe Sa\ Rf Whe WhiWe WiWch."

"The WhiWe WiWch? WhR iV Vhe?"

"Wh\, iW iV Vhe WhaW haV gRW all NaUnia XndeU heU WhXmb. IW'V Vhe WhaW makeV iW alZa\V
ZinWeU. AlZa\V ZinWeU and neYeU ChUiVWmaV; Whink Rf WhaW!"

"HRZ aZfXl!" Vaid LXc\. "BXW ZhaW dReV Vhe Sa\ \RX fRU?"

"ThaW'V Whe ZRUVW Rf iW," Vaid MU. TXmnXV ZiWh a deeS gURan. "I'm a kidnaSSeU fRU heU,
WhaW'V ZhaW I am. LRRk aW me, DaXghWeU Rf EYe. WRXld \RX belieYe WhaW I'm Whe VRUW Rf
FaXn WR meeW a SRRU innRcenW child in Whe ZRRd, Rne WhaW had neYeU dRne me an\ haUm,
and SUeWend WR be fUiendl\ ZiWh iW, and inYiWe iW hRme WR m\ caYe, all fRU Whe Vake Rf lXlling
iW aVleeS and When handing iW RYeU WR Whe WhiWe WiWch?"



"NR," Vaid LXc\. "I'm VXUe \RX ZRXldn'W dR an\Whing Rf Whe VRUW."

"BXW I haYe," Vaid Whe FaXn.

"Well," Vaid LXc\ UaWheU VlRZl\ (fRU Vhe ZanWed WR be WUXWhfXl and \eW nRW WR be WRR
haUd Rn him), "Zell, WhaW ZaV SUeWW\ bad. BXW \RX'Ue VR VRUU\ fRU iW WhaW I'm VXUe \RX Zill
neYeU dR iW again."

"DaXghWeU Rf EYe, dRn'W \RX XndeUVWand?" Vaid Whe FaXn. "IW iVn'W VRmeWhing I KaYe
dRne. I'm dRing iW nRZ, WhiV YeU\ mRmenW."

"WhaW dR \RX mean?" cUied LXc\, WXUning YeU\ ZhiWe.

"YRX aUe Whe child," Vaid MU. TXmnXV. "I had RUdeUV fURm Whe WhiWe WiWch WhaW if eYeU
I VaZ a SRn Rf Adam RU a DaXghWeU Rf EYe in Whe ZRRd, I ZaV WR caWch Whem and hand
Whem RYeU WR heU. And \RX aUe Whe fiUVW I eYeU meW. And I'Ye SUeWended WR be \RXU fUiend
and aVked \RX WR Wea, and all Whe Wime I'Ye been meaning WR ZaiW Will \RX ZeUe aVleeS and
When gR and Well KeU."

"Oh bXW \RX ZRn'W, MU. TXmnXV," Vaid LXc\. "YRX ZRn'W, Zill \RX? Indeed, indeed
\RX Ueall\ mXVWn'W."

"And if I dRn'W," Vaid he, beginning WR cU\ again, "Vhe'V VXUe WR find RXW. And Vhe'll
haYe m\ Wail cXW Rff, and m\ hRUnV VaZn Rff, and m\ beaUd SlXcked RXW, and Vhe'll ZaYe
heU Zand RYeU m\ beaXWifXl clRYen hRRfV and WXUn Whem inWR hRUUid VRlid hRRfV like a
ZUeWched hRUVe'V. And if Vhe iV e[WUa and VSeciall\ angU\ Vhe'll WXUn me inWR VWRne and I
Vhall be Rnl\ a VWaWXe Rf a FaXn in heU hRUUible hRXVe XnWil Whe fRXU WhURneV aW CaiU PaUaYel
aUe filled²and gRRdneVV knRZV Zhen WhaW Zill haSSen, RU ZheWheU iW Zill eYeU haSSen aW
all."

"I'm YeU\ VRUU\, MU. TXmnXV," Vaid LXc\. "BXW SleaVe leW me gR hRme."

"Of cRXUVe I Zill," Vaid Whe FaXn. "Of cRXUVe I'Ye gRW WR. I Vee WhaW nRZ. I hadn'W knRZn
ZhaW HXmanV ZeUe like befRUe I meW \RX. Of cRXUVe I can'W giYe \RX XS WR Whe WiWch; nRW
nRZ WhaW I knRZ \RX. BXW Ze mXVW be Rff aW Rnce. I'll Vee \RX back WR Whe lamS-SRVW. I
VXSSRVe \RX can find \RXU RZn Za\ fURm WheUe back WR SSaUe ORm and WaU DURbe?"

"I'm VXUe I can," Vaid LXc\.

"We mXVW gR aV TXieWl\ aV Ze can," Vaid MU. TXmnXV. "The ZhRle ZRRd iV fXll Rf KeU
VSieV. EYen VRme Rf Whe WUeeV aUe Rn heU Vide."

The\ bRWh gRW XS and lefW Whe Wea WhingV Rn Whe Wable, and MU. TXmnXV Rnce mRUe SXW
XS hiV XmbUella and gaYe LXc\ hiV aUm, and Whe\ ZenW RXW inWR Whe VnRZ. The jRXUne\
back ZaV nRW aW all like Whe jRXUne\ WR Whe FaXn'V caYe; Whe\ VWRle alRng aV TXickl\ aV Whe\
cRXld, ZiWhRXW VSeaking a ZRUd, and MU. TXmnXV keSW WR Whe daUkeVW SlaceV. LXc\ ZaV
UelieYed Zhen Whe\ Ueached Whe lamS-SRVW again.

"DR \RX knRZ \RXU Za\ fURm heUe, DaXghWeU Rf EYe?" Vaid TXmnXV.

LXc\ lRRked YeU\ haUd beWZeen Whe WUeeV and cRXld jXVW Vee in Whe diVWance a SaWch Rf
lighW WhaW lRRked like da\lighW. "YeV," Vhe Vaid, "I can Vee Whe ZaUdURbe dRRU."

"Then be Rff hRme aV TXick aV \RX can," Vaid Whe FaXn, "and²c-can \RX eYeU fRUgiYe
me fRU ZhaW I meanW WR dR?"

"Wh\, Rf cRXUVe I can," Vaid LXc\, Vhaking him heaUWil\ b\ Whe hand. "And I dR hRSe
\RX ZRn'W geW inWR dUeadfXl WURXble Rn m\ accRXnW."

"FaUeZell, DaXghWeU Rf EYe," Vaid he. "PeUhaSV I ma\ keeS Whe handkeUchief?"



"RaWheU!" Vaid LXc\, and When Uan WRZaUdV Whe faU-Rff SaWch Rf da\lighW aV TXickl\ aV
heU legV ZRXld caUU\ heU. And SUeVenWl\ inVWead Rf URXgh bUancheV bUXVhing SaVW heU Vhe
felW cRaWV, and inVWead Rf cUXnching VnRZ XndeU heU feeW Vhe felW ZRRden bRaUdV, and all aW
Rnce Vhe fRXnd heUVelf jXmSing RXW Rf Whe ZaUdURbe inWR Whe Vame emSW\ URRm fURm
Zhich Whe ZhRle adYenWXUe had VWaUWed. She VhXW Whe ZaUdURbe dRRU WighWl\ behind heU and
lRRked aURXnd, SanWing fRU bUeaWh. IW ZaV VWill Uaining and Vhe cRXld heaU Whe YRiceV Rf Whe
RWheUV in Whe SaVVage.

"I'm heUe," Vhe VhRXWed. "I'm heUe. I'Ye cRme back, I'm all UighW."

 

CHAP7ER III

EdmXnd and Whe Wardrobe

LXc\ Uan RXW Rf Whe emSW\ URRm inWR Whe SaVVage and fRXnd Whe RWheU WhUee.

"IW'V all UighW," Vhe UeSeaWed, "I'Ye cRme back."

"WhaW Rn eaUWh aUe \RX Walking abRXW, LXc\?" aVked SXVan.

"Wh\?" Vaid LXc\ in ama]emenW, "haYen'W \RX all been ZRndeUing ZheUe I ZaV?"

"SR \RX'Ye been hiding, haYe \RX?" Vaid PeWeU. "PRRU Rld LX, hiding and nRbRd\
nRWiced! YRX'll haYe WR hide lRngeU Whan WhaW if \RX ZanW SeRSle WR VWaUW lRRking fRU \RX."

"BXW I'Ye been aZa\ fRU hRXUV and hRXUV," Vaid LXc\.

The RWheUV all VWaUed aW Rne anRWheU.

"BaWW\!" Vaid EdmXnd WaSSing hiV head. "QXiWe baWW\."

"WhaW dR \RX mean, LX?" aVked PeWeU.

"WhaW I Vaid," anVZeUed LXc\. "IW ZaV jXVW afWeU bUeakfaVW Zhen I ZenW inWR Whe
ZaUdURbe, and I'Ye been aZa\ fRU hRXUV and hRXUV, and had Wea, and all VRUWV Rf WhingV
haYe haSSened."

"DRn'W be Vill\, LXc\," Vaid SXVan. "We'Ye Rnl\ jXVW cRme RXW Rf WhaW URRm a mRmenW
agR, and \RX ZeUe WheUe When."

"She'V nRW being Vill\ aW all," Vaid PeWeU, "Vhe'V jXVW making XS a VWRU\ fRU fXn, aUen'W
\RX, LX? And Zh\ VhRXldn'W Vhe?"

"NR, PeWeU, I'm nRW," Vhe Vaid. "IW'V²iW'V a magic ZaUdURbe. TheUe'V a ZRRd inVide iW,
and iW'V VnRZing, and WheUe'V a FaXn and a ZiWch and iW'V called NaUnia; cRme and Vee."

The RWheUV did nRW knRZ ZhaW WR Whink, bXW LXc\ ZaV VR e[ciWed WhaW Whe\ all ZenW
back ZiWh heU inWR Whe URRm. She UXVhed ahead Rf Whem, flXng RSen Whe dRRU Rf Whe
ZaUdURbe and cUied, "NRZ! gR in and Vee fRU \RXUVelYeV."

"Wh\, \RX gRRVe," Vaid SXVan, SXWWing heU head inVide and SXlling Whe fXU cRaWV aSaUW,
"iW'V jXVW an RUdinaU\ ZaUdURbe, lRRk! WheUe'V Whe back Rf iW."

Then eYeU\Rne lRRked in and SXlled Whe cRaWV aSaUW; and Whe\ all VaZ²LXc\ heUVelf
VaZ²a SeUfecWl\ RUdinaU\ ZaUdURbe. TheUe ZaV nR ZRRd and nR VnRZ, Rnl\ Whe back Rf



Whe ZaUdURbe, ZiWh hRRkV Rn iW. PeWeU ZenW in and UaSSed hiV knXckleV Rn iW WR make VXUe
WhaW iW ZaV VRlid.

"A jRll\ gRRd hRa[, LX," he Vaid aV he came RXW again, "\RX haYe Ueall\ Waken XV in, I
mXVW admiW. We half belieYed \RX."

"BXW iW ZaVn'W a hRa[ aW all," Vaid LXc\, "Ueall\ and WUXl\. IW ZaV all diffeUenW a mRmenW
agR. HRneVWl\ iW ZaV. I SURmiVe."

"CRme, LX," Vaid PeWeU, "WhaW'V gRing a biW faU. YRX'Ye had \RXU jRke. Hadn'W \RX beWWeU
dURS iW nRZ?"

LXc\ gUeZ YeU\ Ued in Whe face and WUied WR Va\ VRmeWhing, WhRXgh Vhe haUdl\ kneZ
ZhaW Vhe ZaV WU\ing WR Va\, and bXUVW inWR WeaUV.

FRU Whe ne[W feZ da\V Vhe ZaV YeU\ miVeUable. She cRXld haYe made iW XS ZiWh Whe
RWheUV TXiWe eaVil\ aW an\ mRmenW if Vhe cRXld haYe bURXghW heUVelf WR Va\ WhaW Whe ZhRle
Whing ZaV Rnl\ a VWRU\ made XS fRU fXn. BXW LXc\ ZaV a YeU\ WUXWhfXl giUl and Vhe kneZ
WhaW Vhe ZaV Ueall\ in Whe UighW; and Vhe cRXld nRW bUing heUVelf WR Va\ WhiV. The RWheUV ZhR
WhRXghW Vhe ZaV Welling a lie, and a Vill\ lie WRR, made heU YeU\ XnhaSS\. The WZR eldeU
RneV did WhiV ZiWhRXW meaning WR dR iW, bXW EdmXnd cRXld be VSiWefXl, and Rn WhiV
RccaViRn he ZaV VSiWefXl. He VneeUed and jeeUed aW LXc\ and keSW Rn aVking heU if Vhe'd
fRXnd an\ RWheU neZ cRXnWUieV in RWheU cXSbRaUdV all RYeU Whe hRXVe. WhaW made iW ZRUVe
ZaV WhaW WheVe da\V RXghW WR haYe been delighWfXl. The ZeaWheU ZaV fine and Whe\ ZeUe
RXW Rf dRRUV fURm mRUning WR nighW, baWhing, fiVhing, climbing WUeeV, biUdV' neVWing, and
l\ing in Whe heaWheU. BXW LXc\ cRXld nRW SURSeUl\ enjR\ an\ Rf iW. And VR WhingV ZenW Rn
XnWil Whe ne[W ZeW da\.

ThaW da\, Zhen iW came WR Whe afWeUnRRn and WheUe ZaV VWill nR Vign Rf a bUeak in Whe
ZeaWheU, Whe\ decided WR Sla\ hide-and-Veek. SXVan ZaV "IW" and aV VRRn aV Whe RWheUV
VcaWWeUed WR hide, LXc\ ZenW WR Whe URRm ZheUe Whe ZaUdURbe ZaV. She did nRW mean WR
hide in Whe ZaUdURbe, becaXVe Vhe kneZ WhaW ZRXld Rnl\ VeW Whe RWheUV Walking again abRXW
Whe ZhRle ZUeWched bXVineVV. BXW Vhe did ZanW WR haYe Rne mRUe lRRk inVide iW; fRU b\ WhiV
Wime Vhe ZaV beginning WR ZRndeU heUVelf ZheWheU NaUnia and Whe FaXn had nRW been a
dUeam. The hRXVe ZaV VR laUge and cRmSlicaWed and fXll Rf hiding SlaceV WhaW Vhe WhRXghW
Vhe ZRXld haYe Wime WR haYe Rne lRRk inWR Whe ZaUdURbe and When hide VRmeZheUe elVe.
BXW aV VRRn aV Vhe Ueached iW Vhe heaUd VWeSV in Whe SaVVage RXWVide, and When WheUe ZaV
nRWhing fRU iW bXW WR jXmS inWR Whe ZaUdURbe and hRld Whe dRRU clRVed behind heU. She did
nRW VhXW iW SURSeUl\ becaXVe Vhe kneZ WhaW iW iV YeU\ Vill\ WR VhXW RneVelf inWR a ZaUdURbe,
eYen if iW iV nRW a magic Rne.

NRZ Whe VWeSV Vhe had heaUd ZeUe WhRVe Rf EdmXnd; and he came inWR Whe URRm jXVW
in Wime WR Vee LXc\ YaniVhing inWR Whe ZaUdURbe. He aW Rnce decided WR geW inWR iW himVelf
²nRW becaXVe he WhRXghW iW a SaUWicXlaUl\ gRRd Slace WR hide bXW becaXVe he ZanWed WR gR
Rn WeaVing heU abRXW heU imaginaU\ cRXnWU\. He RSened Whe dRRU. TheUe ZeUe Whe cRaWV
hanging XS aV XVXal, and a Vmell Rf mRWhballV, and daUkneVV and Vilence, and nR Vign Rf
LXc\. "She WhinkV I'm SXVan cRme WR caWch heU," Vaid EdmXnd WR himVelf, "and VR Vhe'V
keeSing YeU\ TXieW in aW Whe back." He jXmSed in and VhXW Whe dRRU, fRUgeWWing ZhaW a YeU\
fRRliVh Whing WhiV iV WR dR. Then he began feeling abRXW fRU LXc\ in Whe daUk. He had
e[SecWed WR find heU in a feZ VecRndV and ZaV YeU\ VXUSUiVed Zhen he did nRW. He decided
WR RSen Whe dRRU again and leW in VRme lighW. BXW he cRXld nRW find Whe dRRU eiWheU. He
didn'W like WhiV aW all and began gURSing Zildl\ in eYeU\ diUecWiRn; he eYen VhRXWed RXW.
"LXc\! LX! WheUe aUe \RX? I knRZ \RX'Ue heUe."

TheUe ZaV nR anVZeU and EdmXnd nRWiced WhaW hiV RZn YRice had a cXUiRXV VRXnd²
nRW Whe VRXnd \RX e[SecW in a cXSbRaUd bXW a kind Rf RSen-aiU VRXnd. He alVR nRWiced WhaW
he ZaV Xne[SecWedl\ cRld; and When he VaZ a lighW.



"Thank gRRdneVV," Vaid EdmXnd, "Whe dRRU mXVW haYe VZXng RSen Rf iWV RZn accRUd."
He fRUgRW all abRXW LXc\ and ZenW WRZaUdV Whe lighW Zhich he WhRXghW ZaV Whe RSen dRRU
Rf Whe ZaUdURbe. BXW inVWead Rf finding himVelf VWeSSing RXW inWR Whe VSaUe URRm he fRXnd
himVelf VWeSSing RXW fURm Whe VhadRZ Rf VRme Whick daUk fiU WUeeV inWR an RSen Slace in
Whe middle Rf a ZRRd.

TheUe ZaV cUiVS, dU\ VnRZ XndeU hiV feeW and mRUe VnRZ l\ing Rn Whe bUancheV Rf Whe
WUeeV. OYeUhead WheUe ZaV a Sale blXe Vk\, Whe VRUW Rf Vk\ Rne VeeV Rn a fine ZinWeU da\ in
Whe mRUning. SWUaighW ahead Rf him he VaZ beWZeen Whe WUee WUXnkV Whe VXn, jXVW UiVing,
YeU\ Ued and cleaU. EYeU\Whing ZaV SeUfecWl\ VWill, aV if he ZeUe Whe Rnl\ liYing cUeaWXUe in
WhaW cRXnWU\. TheUe ZaV nRW eYen a URbin RU a VTXiUUel amRng Whe WUeeV, and Whe ZRRd
VWUeWched aV faU aV he cRXld Vee in eYeU\ diUecWiRn. He VhiYeUed.

He nRZ UemembeUed WhaW he had been lRRking fRU LXc\; and alVR hRZ XnSleaVanW he
had been WR heU abRXW heU "imaginaU\ cRXnWU\" Zhich nRZ WXUned RXW nRW WR haYe been
imaginaU\ aW all. He WhRXghW WhaW Vhe mXVW be VRmeZheUe TXiWe clRVe and VR he VhRXWed,
"LXc\! LXc\! I'm heUe WRR²EdmXnd."

TheUe ZaV nR anVZeU.

"She'V angU\ abRXW all Whe WhingV I'Ye been Va\ing laWel\," WhRXghW EdmXnd. And
WhRXgh he did nRW like WR admiW WhaW he had been ZURng, he alVR did nRW mXch like being
alRne in WhiV VWUange, cRld, TXieW Slace; VR he VhRXWed again.

"I Va\, LX! I'm VRUU\ I didn'W belieYe \RX. I Vee nRZ \RX ZeUe UighW all alRng. DR cRme
RXW. Make iW Pa[."

SWill WheUe ZaV nR anVZeU.

"JXVW like a giUl," Vaid EdmXnd WR himVelf, "VXlking VRmeZheUe, and ZRn'W acceSW an
aSRlRg\." He lRRked URXnd him again and decided he did nRW mXch like WhiV Slace, and
had almRVW made XS hiV mind WR gR hRme, Zhen he heaUd, YeU\ faU Rff in Whe ZRRd, a
VRXnd Rf bellV. He liVWened and Whe VRXnd came neaUeU and neaUeU and aW laVW WheUe VZeSW
inWR VighW a Vledge dUaZn b\ WZR UeindeeU.

The UeindeeU ZeUe abRXW Whe Vi]e Rf SheWland SRnieV and WheiU haiU ZaV VR ZhiWe WhaW
eYen Whe VnRZ haUdl\ lRRked ZhiWe cRmSaUed ZiWh Whem; WheiU bUanching hRUnV ZeUe
gilded and VhRne like VRmeWhing Rn fiUe Zhen Whe VXnUiVe caXghW Whem. TheiU haUneVV ZaV
Rf VcaUleW leaWheU and cRYeUed ZiWh bellV. On Whe Vledge, dUiYing Whe UeindeeU, VaW a faW
dZaUf ZhR ZRXld haYe been abRXW WhUee feeW high if he had been VWanding. He ZaV
dUeVVed in SRlaU beaU'V fXU and Rn hiV head he ZRUe a Ued hRRd ZiWh a lRng gRld WaVVel
hanging dRZn fURm iWV SRinW; hiV hXge beaUd cRYeUed hiV kneeV and VeUYed him inVWead Rf
a UXg. BXW behind him, Rn a mXch higheU VeaW in Whe middle Rf Whe Vledge VaW a YeU\
diffeUenW SeUVRn²a gUeaW lad\, WalleU Whan an\ ZRman WhaW EdmXnd had eYeU Veen. She
alVR ZaV cRYeUed in ZhiWe fXU XS WR heU WhURaW and held a lRng VWUaighW gRlden Zand in heU
UighW hand and ZRUe a gRlden cURZn Rn heU head. HeU face ZaV ZhiWe²nRW meUel\ Sale,
bXW ZhiWe like VnRZ RU SaSeU RU icing VXgaU, e[ceSW fRU heU YeU\ Ued mRXWh. IW ZaV a
beaXWifXl face in RWheU UeVSecWV, bXW SURXd and cRld and VWeUn.

The Vledge ZaV a fine VighW aV iW came VZeeSing WRZaUdV EdmXnd ZiWh Whe bellV
jingling and Whe DZaUf cUacking hiV ZhiS and Whe VnRZ fl\ing XS Rn each Vide Rf iW.

"SWRS!" Vaid Whe Lad\, and Whe DZaUf SXlled Whe UeindeeU XS VR VhaUS WhaW Whe\ almRVW
VaW dRZn. Then Whe\ UecRYeUed WhemVelYeV and VWRRd chamSing WheiU biWV and blRZing. In
Whe fURVW\ aiU Whe bUeaWh cRming RXW Rf WheiU nRVWUilV lRRked like VmRke.

"And ZhaW, SUa\, aUe \RX?" Vaid Whe Lad\, lRRking haUd aW EdmXnd.



"I'm²I'm²m\ name'V EdmXnd," Vaid EdmXnd UaWheU aZkZaUdl\. He did nRW like Whe
Za\ Vhe lRRked aW him.

The Lad\ fURZned. "IV WhaW hRZ \RX addUeVV a QXeen?" Vhe aVked, lRRking VWeUneU
Whan eYeU.

"I beg \RXU SaUdRn, \RXU MajeVW\, I didn'W knRZ," Vaid EdmXnd.

"NRW knRZ Whe QXeen Rf NaUnia?" cUied Vhe. "Ha! YRX Vhall knRZ XV beWWeU heUeafWeU.
BXW I UeSeaW²ZhaW aUe \RX?"

"PleaVe, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd, "I dRn'W knRZ ZhaW \RX mean. I'm aW VchRRl²aW
leaVW I ZaV²iW'V Whe hRlida\V nRZ."

 

CHAP7ER I9

TXrkiVh DelighW

"BXW ZhaW aUe \RX?" Vaid Whe QXeen again. "AUe \RX a gUeaW RYeUgURZn dZaUf WhaW haV
cXW Rff iWV beaUd."

"NR, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd, "I neYeU had a beaUd, I'm a bR\."

"A bR\!" Vaid Vhe. "DR \RX mean \RX aUe a SRn Rf Adam?"

EdmXnd VWRRd VWill, Va\ing nRWhing. He ZaV WRR cRnfXVed b\ WhiV Wime WR XndeUVWand
ZhaW Whe TXeVWiRn meanW.

"I Vee \RX aUe an idiRW, ZhaWeYeU elVe \RX ma\ be," Vaid Whe QXeen. "AnVZeU me, Rnce
and fRU all, RU I Vhall lRVe m\ SaWience. AUe \RX hXman?"

"YeV, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd.

"And hRZ, SUa\, did \RX cRme WR enWeU m\ dRminiRnV?"

"PleaVe, \RXU MajeVW\, I came in WhURXgh a ZaUdURbe."

"A ZaUdURbe? WhaW dR \RX mean?"

"I²I RSened a dRRU and jXVW fRXnd m\Velf heUe, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd.

"Ha!" Vaid Whe QXeen, VSeaking mRUe WR heUVelf Whan WR him. "A dRRU. A dRRU fURm Whe
ZRUld Rf men! I haYe heaUd Rf VXch WhingV. ThiV ma\ ZUeck all. BXW he iV Rnl\ Rne, and he
iV eaVil\ dealW ZiWh." AV Vhe VSRke WheVe ZRUdV Vhe URVe fURm heU VeaW and lRRked EdmXnd
fXll in Whe face, heU e\eV flaming; aW Whe Vame mRmenW Vhe UaiVed heU Zand. EdmXnd felW
VXUe WhaW Vhe ZaV gRing WR dR VRmeWhing dUeadfXl bXW he Veemed Xnable WR mRYe. Then,
jXVW aV he gaYe himVelf XS fRU lRVW, Vhe aSSeaUed WR change heU mind.

"M\ SRRU child," Vhe Vaid in TXiWe a diffeUenW YRice, "hRZ cRld \RX lRRk! CRme and ViW
ZiWh me heUe Rn Whe Vledge and I Zill SXW m\ manWle aURXnd \RX and Ze Zill Walk."

EdmXnd did nRW like WhiV aUUangemenW aW all bXW he daUed nRW diVRbe\; he VWeSSed Rn WR
Whe Vledge and VaW aW heU feeW, and Vhe SXW a fRld Rf heU fXU manWle aURXnd him and WXcked
iW Zell in.



"PeUhaSV VRmeWhing hRW WR dUink?" Vaid Whe QXeen. "ShRXld \RX like WhaW?"

"YeV SleaVe, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd, ZhRVe WeeWh ZeUe chaWWeUing.

The QXeen WRRk fURm VRmeZheUe amRng heU ZUaSSingV a YeU\ Vmall bRWWle Zhich
lRRked aV if iW ZeUe made Rf cRSSeU. Then, hRlding RXW heU aUm, Vhe leW Rne dURS fall fURm
iW Rn WR Whe VnRZ beVide Whe Vledge. EdmXnd VaZ Whe dURS fRU a VecRnd in mid-aiU, Vhining
like a diamRnd. BXW Whe mRmenW iW WRXched Whe VnRZ WheUe ZaV a hiVVing VRXnd and WheUe
VWRRd a jeZelled cXS fXll Rf VRmeWhing WhaW VWeamed. The DZaUf immediaWel\ WRRk WhiV
and handed iW WR EdmXnd ZiWh a bRZ and a Vmile; nRW a YeU\ nice Vmile. EdmXnd felW
mXch beWWeU aV he began WR ViS Whe hRW dUink. IW ZaV VRmeWhing he had neYeU WaVWed befRUe,
YeU\ VZeeW and fRam\ and cUeam\, and iW ZaUmed him UighW dRZn WR hiV WReV.

"IW iV dXll, SRn Rf Adam, WR dUink ZiWhRXW eaWing," Vaid Whe QXeen SUeVenWl\. "WhaW
ZRXld \RX like beVW WR eaW?"

"TXUkiVh DelighW, SleaVe, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd.

The QXeen leW anRWheU dURS fall fURm heU bRWWle Rn WR Whe VnRZ, and inVWanWl\ WheUe
aSSeaUed a URXnd bR[, Wied ZiWh gUeen Vilk UibbRn, Zhich, Zhen RSened, WXUned RXW WR
cRnWain VeYeUal SRXndV Rf Whe beVW TXUkiVh DelighW. Each Siece ZaV VZeeW and lighW WR Whe
YeU\ cenWUe and EdmXnd had neYeU WaVWed an\Whing mRUe deliciRXV. He ZaV TXiWe ZaUm
nRZ, and YeU\ cRmfRUWable.

While he ZaV eaWing Whe QXeen keSW aVking him TXeVWiRnV. AW fiUVW EdmXnd WUied WR
UemembeU WhaW iW iV UXde WR VSeak ZiWh Rne'V mRXWh fXll, bXW VRRn he fRUgRW abRXW WhiV and
WhRXghW Rnl\ Rf WU\ing WR VhRYel dRZn aV mXch TXUkiVh DelighW aV he cRXld, and Whe mRUe
he aWe Whe mRUe he ZanWed WR eaW, and he neYeU aVked himVelf Zh\ Whe QXeen VhRXld be VR
inTXiViWiYe. She gRW him WR Well heU WhaW he had Rne bURWheU and WZR ViVWeUV, and WhaW Rne Rf
hiV ViVWeUV had alUead\ been in NaUnia and had meW a FaXn WheUe, and WhaW nR Rne e[ceSW
himVelf and hiV bURWheU and hiV ViVWeUV kneZ an\Whing abRXW NaUnia. She Veemed
eVSeciall\ inWeUeVWed in Whe facW WhaW WheUe ZeUe fRXU Rf Whem, and keSW Rn cRming back WR
iW. "YRX aUe VXUe WheUe aUe jXVW fRXU Rf \RX?" Vhe aVked. "TZR SRnV Rf Adam and WZR
DaXghWeUV Rf EYe, neiWheU mRUe nRU leVV?" and EdmXnd, ZiWh hiV mRXWh fXll Rf TXUkiVh
DelighW, keSW Rn Va\ing, "YeV, I WRld \RX WhaW befRUe," and fRUgeWWing WR call heU "YRXU
MajeVW\" bXW Vhe didn'W Veem WR mind nRZ.

AW laVW Whe TXUkiVh DelighW ZaV all finiVhed and EdmXnd ZaV lRRking YeU\ haUd aW Whe
emSW\ bR[ and ZiVhing WhaW Vhe ZRXld aVk him ZheWheU he ZRXld like VRme mRUe.
PURbabl\ Whe QXeen kneZ TXiWe Zell ZhaW he ZaV Whinking; fRU Vhe kneZ, WhRXgh EdmXnd
did nRW, WhaW WhiV ZaV enchanWed TXUkiVh DelighW and WhaW an\Rne ZhR had Rnce WaVWed iW
ZRXld ZanW mRUe and mRUe Rf iW, and ZRXld eYen, if Whe\ ZeUe allRZed, gR Rn eaWing iW
Will Whe\ killed WhemVelYeV. BXW Vhe did nRW RffeU him an\ mRUe. InVWead, Vhe Vaid WR him,

"SRn Rf Adam, I VhRXld VR mXch like WR Vee \RXU bURWheU and \RXU WZR ViVWeUV. Will
\RX bUing Whem WR Vee me?"

"I'll WU\," Vaid EdmXnd, VWill lRRking aW Whe emSW\ bR[.

"BecaXVe, if \RX did cRme again²bUinging Whem ZiWh \RX Rf cRXUVe²I'd be able WR
giYe \RX VRme mRUe TXUkiVh DelighW. I can'W dR iW nRZ, Whe magic Zill Rnl\ ZRUk Rnce. In
m\ RZn hRXVe iW ZRXld be anRWheU maWWeU."

"Wh\ can'W Ze gR WR \RXU hRXVe nRZ?" Vaid EdmXnd. When he had fiUVW gRW Rn WR Whe
Vledge he had been afUaid WhaW Vhe mighW dUiYe aZa\ ZiWh him WR VRme XnknRZn Slace
fURm Zhich he ZRXld nRW be able WR geW back, bXW he had fRUgRWWen abRXW WhaW feaU nRZ.

"IW iV a lRYel\ Slace, m\ hRXVe," Vaid Whe QXeen. "I am VXUe \RX ZRXld like iW. TheUe
aUe ZhRle URRmV fXll Rf TXUkiVh DelighW, and ZhaW'V mRUe, I haYe nR childUen Rf m\ RZn.



I ZanW a nice bR\ ZhRm I cRXld bUing XS aV a PUince and ZhR ZRXld be King Rf NaUnia
Zhen I am gRne. While he ZaV PUince he ZRXld ZeaU a gRld cURZn and eaW TXUkiVh
DelighW all da\ lRng; and \RX aUe mXch Whe cleYeUeVW and handVRmeVW \RXng man I'Ye eYeU
meW. I Whink I ZRXld like WR make \RX Whe PUince²VRme da\, Zhen \RX bUing Whe RWheUV WR
YiViW me."

"Wh\ nRW nRZ?" Vaid EdmXnd. HiV face had becRme YeU\ Ued and hiV mRXWh and
fingeUV ZeUe VWick\. He did nRW lRRk eiWheU cleYeU RU handVRme ZhaWeYeU Whe QXeen mighW
Va\.

"Oh, bXW if I WRRk \RX WheUe nRZ," Vaid Vhe, "I VhRXldn'W Vee \RXU bURWheU and \RXU
ViVWeUV. I YeU\ mXch ZanW WR knRZ \RXU chaUming UelaWiRnV. YRX aUe WR be Whe PUince and
²laWeU Rn²Whe King; WhaW iV XndeUVWRRd. BXW \RX mXVW haYe cRXUWieUV and nRbleV. I Zill
make \RXU bURWheU a DXke and \RXU ViVWeUV DXcheVVeV."

"TheUe'V nRWhing VSecial abRXW WKeP," Vaid EdmXnd, "and, an\Za\, I cRXld alZa\V
bUing Whem VRme RWheU Wime."

"Ah, bXW Rnce \RX ZeUe in m\ hRXVe," Vaid Whe QXeen, "\RX mighW fRUgeW all abRXW
Whem. YRX ZRXld be enjR\ing \RXUVelf VR mXch WhaW \RX ZRXldn'W ZanW Whe bRWheU Rf
gRing WR feWch Whem. NR. YRX mXVW gR back WR \RXU RZn cRXnWU\ nRZ and cRme WR me
anRWheU da\, ZLWK WKeP, \RX XndeUVWand. IW iV nR gRRd cRming ZiWhRXW Whem."

"BXW I dRn'W eYen knRZ Whe Za\ back WR m\ RZn cRXnWU\," Sleaded EdmXnd.

"ThaW'V eaV\," anVZeUed Whe QXeen. "DR \RX Vee WhaW lamS?" She SRinWed ZiWh heU
Zand and EdmXnd WXUned and VaZ Whe Vame lamS-SRVW XndeU Zhich LXc\ had meW Whe
FaXn. "SWUaighW Rn, be\Rnd WhaW, iV Whe Za\ WR Whe WRUld Rf Men. And nRZ lRRk Whe RWheU
Za\"²heUe Vhe SRinWed in Whe RSSRViWe diUecWiRn²"and Well me if \RX can Vee WZR liWWle
hillV UiVing abRYe Whe WUeeV."

"I Whink I can," Vaid EdmXnd.

"Well m\ hRXVe iV beWZeen WhRVe WZR hillV. SR ne[W Wime \RX cRme \RX haYe Rnl\ WR
find Whe lamS-SRVW and lRRk fRU WhRVe WZR hillV and Zalk WhURXgh Whe ZRRd Will \RX Ueach
m\ hRXVe. YRX had beWWeU keeS Whe UiYeU Rn \RXU UighW Zhen \RX geW WR iW. BXW UemembeU
²\RX mXVW bUing Whe RWheUV ZiWh \RX. I mighW haYe WR be YeU\ angU\ ZiWh \RX if \RX
came alRne."

"I'll dR m\ beVW," Vaid EdmXnd.

"And, b\ Whe Za\," Vaid Whe QXeen, "\RX needn'W Well Whem abRXW me. IW ZRXld be fXn
WR keeS iW a VecUeW beWZeen XV WZR, ZRXldn'W iW? Make iW a VXUSUiVe fRU Whem. JXVW bUing
Whem alRng WR Whe WZR hillV²a cleYeU bR\ like \RX Zill eaVil\ Whink Rf VRme e[cXVe fRU
dRing WhaW²and Zhen \RX cRme WR m\ hRXVe \RX cRXld jXVW Va\ 'LeW'V Vee ZhR liYeV heUe'
RU VRmeWhing like WhaW. I am VXUe WhaW ZRXld be beVW. If \RXU ViVWeU haV meW Rne Rf Whe
FaXnV, Vhe ma\ haYe heaUd VWUange VWRUieV abRXW me²naVW\ VWRUieV WhaW mighW make heU
afUaid WR cRme WR me. FaXnV Zill Va\ an\Whing, \RX knRZ, and nRZ²"

"PleaVe, SleaVe," Vaid EdmXnd VXddenl\, "SleaVe cRXldn'W I haYe jXVW Rne Siece Rf
TXUkiVh DelighW WR eaW Rn Whe Za\ hRme?"

"NR, nR," Vaid Whe QXeen ZiWh a laXgh, "\RX mXVW ZaiW Will ne[W Wime." While Vhe
VSRke, Vhe Vignalled WR Whe DZaUf WR dUiYe Rn, bXW aV Whe Vledge VZeSW aZa\ RXW Rf VighW,
Whe QXeen ZaYed WR EdmXnd calling RXW, "Ne[W Wime! Ne[W Wime! DRn'W fRUgeW. CRme
VRRn."

EdmXnd ZaV VWill VWaUing afWeU Whe Vledge Zhen he heaUd VRmeRne calling hiV RZn
name, and lRRking URXnd he VaZ LXc\ cRming WRZaUdV him fURm anRWheU SaUW Rf Whe



ZRRd.

"Oh, EdmXnd!" Vhe cUied. "SR \RX'Ye gRW in WRR! IVn'W iW ZRndeUfXl, and nRZ²"

"All UighW," Vaid EdmXnd, "I Vee \RX ZeUe UighW and iW iV a magic ZaUdURbe afWeU all. I'll
Va\ I'm VRUU\ if \RX like. BXW ZheUe Rn eaUWh haYe \RX been all WhiV Wime? I'Ye been
lRRking fRU \RX eYeU\ZheUe."

"If I'd knRZn \RX had gRW in I'd haYe ZaiWed fRU \RX," Vaid LXc\ ZhR ZaV WRR haSS\
and e[ciWed WR nRWice hRZ VnaSSiVhl\ EdmXnd VSRke RU hRZ flXVhed and VWUange hiV face
ZaV. "I'Ye been haYing lXnch ZiWh deaU MU. TXmnXV, Whe FaXn, and he'V YeU\ Zell and Whe
WhiWe WiWch haV dRne nRWhing WR him fRU leWWing me gR, VR he WhinkV Vhe can'W haYe fRXnd
RXW and SeUhaSV eYeU\Whing iV gRing WR be all UighW afWeU all."

"The WhiWe WiWch?" Vaid EdmXnd, "ZhR'V Vhe?"

"She iV a SeUfecWl\ WeUUible SeUVRn," Vaid LXc\. "She callV heUVelf Whe QXeen Rf NaUnia
WhRXgh Vhe haV nR UighW WR be TXeen aW all, and all Whe FaXnV and DU\adV and NaiadV and
dZaUfV and animalV²aW leaVW all Whe gRRd RneV²VimSl\ haWe heU. And Vhe can WXUn SeRSle
inWR VWRne and dR all kindV Rf hRUUible WhingV. And Vhe haV made a magic VR WhaW iW iV
alZa\V ZinWeU in NaUnia²alZa\V ZinWeU, bXW iW neYeU geWV WR ChUiVWmaV. And Vhe dUiYeV
abRXW Rn a Vledge, dUaZn b\ a UeindeeU, ZiWh heU Zand in heU hand and a cURZn Rn heU
head."

EdmXnd ZaV alUead\ feeling XncRmfRUWable fURm haYing eaWen WRR man\ VZeeWV, and
Zhen he heaUd WhaW Whe Lad\ he had made fUiendV ZiWh ZaV a dangeURXV ZiWch he felW eYen
mRUe XncRmfRUWable. BXW he VWill ZanWed WR WaVWe WhaW TXUkiVh DelighW again mRUe Whan he
ZanWed an\Whing elVe.

"WhR WRld \RX all WhaW VWXff abRXW Whe WhiWe WiWch?" he aVked.

"MU. TXmnXV, Whe FaXn," Vaid LXc\.

"YRX can'W alZa\V belieYe ZhaW FaXnV Va\," Vaid EdmXnd, WU\ing WR VRXnd aV if he
kneZ faU mRUe abRXW Whem Whan LXc\.

"WhR Vaid VR?" aVked LXc\.

"EYeU\Rne knRZV iW," Vaid EdmXnd, "aVk an\bRd\ \RX like. BXW iW'V SUeWW\ SRRU VSRUW
VWanding heUe in Whe VnRZ. LeW'V gR hRme."

"YeV, leW'V," Vaid LXc\. "Oh EdmXnd, I aP glad \RX'Ye gRW in WRR. The RWheUV Zill haYe
WR belieYe in NaUnia nRZ WhaW bRWh Rf XV haYe been WheUe. WhaW fXn iW Zill be."

BXW EdmXnd VecUeWl\ WhRXghW WhaW iW ZRXld nRW be aV gRRd fXn fRU him aV fRU heU. He
ZRXld haYe WR admiW WhaW LXc\ had been UighW, befRUe all Whe RWheUV, and he felW VXUe Whe
RWheUV ZRXld all be Rn Whe Vide Rf Whe FaXnV and Whe animalV; bXW he ZaV alUead\ mRUe
Whan half Rn Whe Vide Rf Whe WiWch. He did nRW knRZ ZhaW he ZRXld Va\, RU hRZ he ZRXld
keeS hiV VecUeW Rnce Whe\ ZeUe all Walking abRXW NaUnia.

B\ WhiV Wime Whe\ had Zalked a gRRd Za\. Then VXddenl\ Whe\ felW cRaWV aURXnd Whem
inVWead Rf bUancheV and ne[W mRmenW Whe\ ZeUe bRWh VWanding RXWVide Whe ZaUdURbe in Whe
emSW\ URRm.

"I Va\," Vaid LXc\, "\RX dR lRRk aZfXl, EdmXnd. DRn'W \RX feel Zell?"

"I'm all UighW," Vaid EdmXnd, bXW WhiV ZaV nRW WUXe. He ZaV feeling YeU\ Vick.

"CRme Rn When," Vaid LXc\, "leW'V find Whe RWheUV. WhaW a lRW Ze Vhall haYe WR Well
Whem! And ZhaW ZRndeUfXl adYenWXUeV Ze Vhall haYe nRZ WhaW Ze'Ue all in iW WRgeWheU."
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Back on ThiV Side of Whe Door

BecaXVe Whe game Rf hide-and-Veek ZaV VWill gRing Rn, iW WRRk EdmXnd and LXc\
VRme Wime WR find Whe RWheUV. BXW Zhen aW laVW Whe\ ZeUe all WRgeWheU (Zhich haSSened in
Whe lRng URRm, ZheUe Whe VXiW Rf aUmRXU ZaV) LXc\ bXUVW RXW,

"PeWeU! SXVan! IW'V all WUXe. EdmXnd haV Veen iW WRR. TheUe iV a cRXnWU\ \RX can geW WR
WhURXgh Whe ZaUdURbe. EdmXnd and I bRWh gRW in. We meW Rne anRWheU in WheUe, in Whe
ZRRd. GR Rn, EdmXnd; Well Whem all abRXW iW."

"WhaW'V all WhiV abRXW, Ed?" Vaid PeWeU.

And nRZ Ze cRme WR Rne Rf Whe naVWieVW WhingV in WhiV VWRU\. US WR WhaW mRmenW
EdmXnd had been feeling Vick, and VXlk\, and annR\ed ZiWh LXc\ fRU being UighW, bXW he
hadn'W made XS hiV mind ZhaW WR dR. When PeWeU VXddenl\ aVked him Whe TXeVWiRn he
decided all aW Rnce WR dR Whe meaneVW and mRVW VSiWefXl Whing he cRXld Whink Rf. He
decided WR leW LXc\ dRZn.

"Tell XV, Ed," Vaid SXVan.

And EdmXnd gaYe a YeU\ VXSeUiRU lRRk aV if he ZeUe faU RldeU Whan LXc\ (WheUe ZaV
Ueall\ Rnl\ a \eaU'V diffeUence) and When a liWWle VniggeU and Vaid, "Oh, \eV, LXc\ and I
haYe been Sla\ing²SUeWending WhaW all heU VWRU\ abRXW a cRXnWU\ in Whe ZaUdURbe iV WUXe.
JXVW fRU fXn, Rf cRXUVe. TheUe'V nRWhing WheUe Ueall\."

PRRU LXc\ gaYe EdmXnd Rne lRRk and UXVhed RXW Rf Whe URRm.

EdmXnd, ZhR ZaV becRming a naVWieU SeUVRn eYeU\ minXWe, WhRXghW WhaW he had
VcRUed a gUeaW VXcceVV, and ZenW Rn aW Rnce WR Va\, "TheUe Vhe gReV again. WhaW'V Whe
maWWeU ZiWh heU? ThaW'V Whe ZRUVW Rf \RXng kidV, Whe\ alZa\V²"

"LRRk heUe," Vaid PeWeU WXUning Rn him VaYagel\, "VhXW XS! YRX'Ye been SeUfecWl\
beaVWl\ WR LX eYeU Vince Vhe VWaUWed WhiV nRnVenVe abRXW Whe ZaUdURbe and nRZ \RX gR
Sla\ing gameV ZiWh heU abRXW iW and VeWWing heU Rff again. I belieYe \RX did iW VimSl\ RXW
Rf VSiWe."

"BXW iW'V all nRnVenVe," Vaid EdmXnd, YeU\ Waken aback.

"Of cRXUVe iW'V all nRnVenVe," Vaid PeWeU, "WhaW'V jXVW Whe SRinW. LX ZaV SeUfecWl\ all
UighW Zhen Ze lefW hRme, bXW Vince Ze'Ye been dRZn heUe Vhe VeemV WR be eiWheU gRing
TXeeU in Whe head RU elVe WXUning inWR a mRVW fUighWfXl liaU. BXW ZhicheYeU iW iV, ZhaW gRRd
dR \RX Whink \RX'll dR b\ jeeUing and nagging aW heU Rne da\ and encRXUaging heU Whe
ne[W?"

"I WhRXghW²I WhRXghW," Vaid EdmXnd; bXW he cRXldn'W Whink Rf an\Whing WR Va\.

"YRX didn'W Whink an\Whing aW all," Vaid PeWeU, "iW'V jXVW VSiWe. YRX'Ye alZa\V liked being
beaVWl\ WR an\Rne VmalleU Whan \RXUVelf; Ze'Ye Veen WhaW aW VchRRl befRUe nRZ."

"DR VWRS iW," Vaid SXVan; "iW ZRn'W make WhingV an\ beWWeU haYing a URZ beWZeen \RX
WZR. LeW'V gR and find LXc\."



IW ZaV nRW VXUSUiVing WhaW Zhen Whe\ fRXnd LXc\, a gRRd deal laWeU, eYeU\Rne cRXld Vee
WhaW Vhe had been cU\ing. NRWhing Whe\ cRXld Va\ WR heU made an\ diffeUence. She VWXck WR
heU VWRU\ and Vaid:

"I dRn'W caUe ZhaW \RX Whink, and I dRn'W caUe ZhaW \RX Va\. YRX can Well Whe PURfeVVRU
RU \RX can ZUiWe WR MRWheU RU \RX can dR an\Whing \RX like. I knRZ I'Ye meW a FaXn in
WheUe and²I ZiVh I'd VWa\ed WheUe and \RX aUe all beaVWV, beaVWV."

IW ZaV an XnSleaVanW eYening. LXc\ ZaV miVeUable and EdmXnd ZaV beginning WR feel
WhaW hiV Slan ZaVn'W ZRUking aV Zell aV he had e[SecWed. The WZR RldeU RneV ZeUe Ueall\
beginning WR Whink WhaW LXc\ ZaV RXW Rf heU mind. The\ VWRRd in Whe SaVVage Walking abRXW
iW in ZhiVSeUV lRng afWeU Vhe had gRne WR bed.

The UeVXlW ZaV WhaW ne[W mRUning Whe\ decided WhaW Whe\ Ueall\ ZRXld gR and Well Whe
ZhRle Whing WR Whe PURfeVVRU. "He'll ZUiWe WR FaWheU if he WhinkV WheUe iV Ueall\ VRmeWhing
ZURng ZiWh LX," Vaid PeWeU; "iW'V geWWing be\Rnd XV." SR Whe\ ZenW and knRcked aW Whe
VWXd\ dRRU, and Whe PURfeVVRU Vaid "CRme in," and gRW XS and fRXnd chaiUV fRU Whem and
Vaid he ZaV TXiWe aW WheiU diVSRVal. Then he VaW liVWening WR Whem ZiWh Whe WiSV Rf hiV
fingeUV SUeVVed WRgeWheU and neYeU inWeUUXSWing, Will Whe\ had finiVhed Whe ZhRle VWRU\.
AfWeU WhaW he Vaid nRWhing fRU TXiWe a lRng Wime. Then he cleaUed hiV WhURaW and Vaid Whe
laVW Whing eiWheU Rf Whem e[SecWed.

"HRZ dR \RX knRZ?" he aVked, "WhaW \RXU ViVWeU'V VWRU\ iV nRW WUXe?"

"Oh, bXW²" began SXVan, and When VWRSSed. An\Rne cRXld Vee fURm Whe Rld man'V
face WhaW he ZaV SeUfecWl\ VeUiRXV. Then SXVan SXlled heUVelf WRgeWheU and Vaid, "BXW
EdmXnd Vaid Whe\ had Rnl\ been SUeWending."

"ThaW iV a SRinW," Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU, "Zhich ceUWainl\ deVeUYeV cRnVideUaWiRn; YeU\
caUefXl cRnVideUaWiRn. FRU inVWance²if \RX Zill e[cXVe me fRU aVking Whe TXeVWiRn²dReV
\RXU e[SeUience lead \RX WR UegaUd \RXU bURWheU RU \RXU ViVWeU aV Whe mRUe Ueliable? I
mean, Zhich iV Whe mRUe WUXWhfXl?"

"ThaW'V jXVW Whe fXnn\ Whing abRXW iW, SiU," Vaid PeWeU. "US Will nRZ, I'd haYe Vaid LXc\
eYeU\ Wime."

"And ZhaW dR \RX Whink, m\ deaU?" Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU, WXUning WR SXVan.

"Well," Vaid SXVan, "in geneUal, I'd Va\ Whe Vame aV PeWeU, bXW WhiV cRXldn'W be WUXe²all
WhiV abRXW Whe ZRRd and Whe FaXn."

"ThaW iV mRUe Whan I knRZ," Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU, "and a chaUge Rf l\ing againVW
VRmeRne ZhRm \RX haYe alZa\V fRXnd WUXWhfXl iV a YeU\ VeUiRXV Whing; a YeU\ VeUiRXV
Whing indeed."

"We ZeUe afUaid iW mighWn'W eYen be l\ing," Vaid SXVan. "We WhRXghW WheUe mighW be
VRmeWhing ZURng ZiWh LXc\."

"MadneVV, \RX mean?" Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU TXiWe cRRll\. "Oh, \RX can make \RXU mindV
eaV\ abRXW WhaW. One haV Rnl\ WR lRRk aW heU and Walk WR heU WR Vee WhaW Vhe iV nRW mad."

"BXW When," Vaid SXVan and VWRSSed. She had neYeU dUeamed WhaW a gURZn-XS ZRXld
Walk like Whe PURfeVVRU and didn'W knRZ ZhaW WR Whink.

"LRgic!" Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU half WR himVelf. "Wh\ dRn'W Whe\ Weach lRgic aW WheVe
VchRRlV? TheUe aUe Rnl\ WhUee SRVVibiliWieV. EiWheU \RXU ViVWeU iV Welling lieV, RU Vhe iV mad,
RU Vhe iV Welling Whe WUXWh. YRX knRZ Vhe dReVn'W Well lieV and iW iV RbYiRXV WhaW Vhe iV nRW
mad. FRU Whe mRmenW When and XnleVV an\ fXUWheU eYidence WXUnV XS, Ze mXVW aVVXme WhaW
Vhe iV Welling Whe WUXWh."



SXVan lRRked aW him YeU\ haUd and ZaV TXiWe VXUe fURm Whe e[SUeVViRn Rn hiV face WhaW
he ZaV nRW making fXn Rf Whem.

"BXW hRZ cRXld iW be WUXe, SiU?" Vaid PeWeU.

"Wh\ dR \RX Va\ WhaW?" aVked Whe PURfeVVRU.

"Well, fRU Rne Whing," Vaid PeWeU, "if iW ZaV Ueal Zh\ dReVn'W eYeU\Rne find WhiV cRXnWU\
eYeU\ Wime Whe\ gR WR Whe ZaUdURbe? I mean, WheUe ZaV nRWhing WheUe Zhen Ze lRRked;
eYen LXc\ didn'W SUeWend WheUe ZaV."

"WhaW haV WhaW WR dR ZiWh iW?" Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU.

"Well, SiU, if WhingV aUe Ueal, Whe\'Ue WheUe all Whe Wime."

"AUe Whe\?" Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU; and PeWeU did nRW knRZ TXiWe ZhaW WR Va\.

"BXW WheUe ZaV nR Wime," Vaid SXVan, "LXc\ had had nR Wime WR haYe gRne an\ZheUe,
eYen if WheUe ZaV VXch a Slace. She came UXnning afWeU XV Whe YeU\ mRmenW Ze ZeUe RXW
Rf Whe URRm. IW ZaV leVV Whan a minXWe, and Vhe SUeWended WR haYe been aZa\ fRU hRXUV."

"ThaW iV Whe YeU\ Whing WhaW makeV heU VWRU\ VR likel\ WR be WUXe," Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU. "If
WheUe Ueall\ iV a dRRU in WhiV hRXVe WhaW leadV WR VRme RWheU ZRUld (and I VhRXld ZaUn \RX
WhaW WhiV iV a YeU\ VWUange hRXVe, and eYen I knRZ YeU\ liWWle abRXW iW)²if, I Va\, Vhe had
gRW inWR anRWheU ZRUld, I VhRXld nRW be aW all VXUSUiVed WR find WhaW WhaW RWheU ZRUld had a
VeSaUaWe Wime Rf iWV RZn; VR WhaW hRZeYeU lRng \RX VWa\ed WheUe iW ZRXld neYeU Wake XS
an\ Rf RXU Wime. On Whe RWheU hand, I dRn'W Whink man\ giUlV Rf heU age ZRXld inYenW WhaW
idea fRU WhemVelYeV. If Vhe had been SUeWending, Vhe ZRXld haYe hidden fRU a UeaVRnable
Wime befRUe cRming RXW and Welling heU VWRU\."

"BXW dR \RX Ueall\ mean, SiU," Vaid PeWeU, "WhaW WheUe cRXld be RWheU ZRUldV²all RYeU
Whe Slace, jXVW URXnd Whe cRUneU²like WhaW?"

"NRWhing iV mRUe SURbable," Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU, Waking Rff hiV VSecWacleV and
beginning WR SRliVh Whem, Zhile he mXWWeUed WR himVelf, "I ZRndeU ZhaW Whe\ dR Weach
Whem aW WheVe VchRRlV."

"BXW ZhaW aUe Ze WR dR?" Vaid SXVan. She felW WhaW Whe cRnYeUVaWiRn ZaV beginning WR
geW Rff Whe SRinW.

"M\ deaU \RXng lad\," Vaid Whe PURfeVVRU, VXddenl\ lRRking XS ZiWh a YeU\ VhaUS
e[SUeVViRn aW bRWh Rf Whem, "WheUe iV Rne Slan Zhich nR Rne haV \eW VXggeVWed and Zhich
iV Zell ZRUWh WU\ing."

"WhaW'V WhaW?" Vaid SXVan.

"We mighW all WU\ minding RXU RZn bXVineVV," Vaid he. And WhaW ZaV Whe end Rf WhaW
cRnYeUVaWiRn.

AfWeU WhiV WhingV ZeUe a gRRd deal beWWeU fRU LXc\. PeWeU VaZ WR iW WhaW EdmXnd
VWRSSed jeeUing aW heU, and neiWheU Vhe nRU an\Rne elVe felW inclined WR Walk abRXW Whe
ZaUdURbe aW all. IW had becRme a UaWheU alaUming VXbjecW. And VR fRU a Wime iW lRRked aV if
all Whe adYenWXUeV ZeUe cRming WR an end; bXW WhaW ZaV nRW WR be.

ThiV hRXVe Rf Whe PURfeVVRU'V²Zhich eYen he kneZ VR liWWle abRXW²ZaV VR Rld and
famRXV WhaW SeRSle fURm all RYeU England XVed WR cRme and aVk SeUmiVViRn WR Vee RYeU iW.
IW ZaV Whe VRUW Rf hRXVe WhaW iV menWiRned in gXide bRRkV and eYen in hiVWRUieV; and Zell iW
mighW be, fRU all manneU Rf VWRUieV ZeUe WRld abRXW iW, VRme Rf Whem eYen VWUangeU Whan Whe
Rne I am Welling \RX nRZ. And Zhen SaUWieV Rf VighW-VeeUV aUUiYed and aVked WR Vee Whe
hRXVe, Whe PURfeVVRU alZa\V gaYe Whem SeUmiVViRn, and MUV. MacUead\, Whe hRXVekeeSeU,



VhRZed Whem URXnd, Welling Whem abRXW Whe SicWXUeV and Whe aUmRXU, and Whe UaUe bRRkV in
Whe libUaU\. MUV. MacUead\ ZaV nRW fRnd Rf childUen, and did nRW like WR be inWeUUXSWed
Zhen Vhe ZaV Welling YiViWRUV all Whe WhingV Vhe kneZ. She had Vaid WR SXVan and PeWeU
almRVW Rn Whe fiUVW mRUning (alRng ZiWh a gRRd man\ RWheU inVWUXcWiRnV) "And SleaVe
UemembeU \RX'Ue WR keeS RXW Rf Whe Za\ ZheneYeU I'm Waking a SaUW\ RYeU Whe hRXVe."

"JXVW aV if an\ Rf XV ZRXld ZanW WR ZaVWe half Whe mRUning WUailing URXnd ZiWh a cURZd
Rf VWUange gURZn-XSV!" Vaid EdmXnd, and Whe RWheU WhUee WhRXghW Whe Vame. ThaW ZaV hRZ
Whe adYenWXUeV began fRU Whe VecRnd Wime.

A feZ mRUningV laWeU PeWeU and EdmXnd ZeUe lRRking aW Whe VXiW Rf aUmRXU and
ZRndeUing if Whe\ cRXld Wake iW WR biWV Zhen Whe WZR giUlV UXVhed inWR Whe URRm and Vaid,
"LRRk RXW! HeUe cRmeV Whe MacUead\ and a ZhRle gang ZiWh heU."

"ShaUS'V Whe ZRUd," Vaid PeWeU, and all fRXU made Rff WhURXgh Whe dRRU aW Whe faU end Rf
Whe URRm. BXW Zhen Whe\ had gRW RXW inWR Whe GUeen RRRm and be\Rnd iW, inWR Whe libUaU\,
Whe\ VXddenl\ heaUd YRiceV ahead Rf Whem, and UealiVed WhaW MUV. MacUead\ mXVW be
bUinging heU SaUW\ Rf VighW-VeeUV XS Whe back VWaiUV²inVWead Rf XS Whe fURnW VWaiUV aV Whe\
had e[SecWed. And afWeU WhaW²ZheWheU iW ZaV WhaW Whe\ lRVW WheiU headV, RU WhaW MUV.
MacUead\ ZaV WU\ing WR caWch Whem, RU WhaW VRme magic in Whe hRXVe had cRme WR life and
ZaV chaVing Whem inWR NaUnia²Whe\ Veemed WR find WhemVelYeV being fRllRZed
eYeU\ZheUe, XnWil aW laVW SXVan Vaid, "Oh bRWheU WhRVe WUiSSeUV! HeUe²leW'V geW inWR Whe
WaUdURbe RRRm Will Whe\'Ye SaVVed. NR Rne Zill fRllRZ XV in WheUe." BXW Whe mRmenW Whe\
ZeUe inVide Whe\ heaUd YRiceV in Whe SaVVage²and When VRmeRne fXmbling aW Whe dRRU²
and When Whe\ VaZ Whe handle WXUning.

"QXick!" Vaid PeWeU, "WheUe'V nRZheUe elVe," and flXng RSen Whe ZaUdURbe. All fRXU Rf
Whem bXndled inVide iW and VaW WheUe, SanWing, in Whe daUk. PeWeU held Whe dRRU clRVed bXW
did nRW VhXW iW; fRU, Rf cRXUVe, he UemembeUed, aV eYeU\ VenVible SeUVRn dReV, WhaW \RX
VhRXld neYeU neYeU VhXW \RXUVelf XS in a ZaUdURbe.

 

CHAP7ER 9I

InWo Whe ForeVW

"I ZiVh Whe MacUead\ ZRXld hXUU\ XS and Wake all WheVe SeRSle aZa\," Vaid SXVan
SUeVenWl\, "I'm geWWing hRUUibl\ cUamSed."

"And ZhaW a filWh\ Vmell Rf camShRU!" Vaid EdmXnd.

"I e[SecW Whe SRckeWV Rf WheVe cRaWV aUe fXll Rf iW," Vaid SXVan, "WR keeS aZa\ mRWhV."

"TheUe'V VRmeWhing VWicking inWR m\ back," Vaid PeWeU.

"And iVn'W iW cRld?" Vaid SXVan.

"NRZ WhaW \RX menWiRn iW, iW iV cRld," Vaid PeWeU, "and hang iW all, iW'V ZeW WRR. WhaW'V
Whe maWWeU ZiWh WhiV Slace? I'm ViWWing Rn VRmeWhing ZeW. IW'V geWWing ZeWWeU eYeU\ minXWe."
He VWUXggled WR hiV feeW.

"LeW'V geW RXW," Vaid EdmXnd, "Whe\'Ye gRne."

"O-R-Rh!" Vaid SXVan VXddenl\. And eYeU\Rne aVked heU ZhaW ZaV Whe maWWeU.

"I'm ViWWing againVW a WUee," Vaid SXVan, "and lRRk! IW'V geWWing lighWeU²RYeU WheUe."



"B\ jRYe, \RX'Ue UighW," Vaid PeWeU, "and lRRk WheUe²and WheUe. IW'V WUeeV all URXnd.
And WhiV ZeW VWXff iV VnRZ. Wh\, I dR belieYe Ze'Ye gRW inWR LXc\'V ZRRd afWeU all."

And nRZ WheUe ZaV nR miVWaking iW and all fRXU childUen VWRRd blinking in Whe da\lighW
Rf a ZinWeU da\. Behind Whem ZeUe cRaWV hanging Rn SegV, in fURnW Rf Whem ZeUe VnRZ-
cRYeUed WUeeV.

PeWeU WXUned aW Rnce WR LXc\.

"I aSRlRgiVe fRU nRW belieYing \RX," he Vaid, "I'm VRUU\. Will \RX Vhake handV?"

"Of cRXUVe," Vaid LXc\, and did.

"And nRZ," Vaid SXVan, "ZhaW dR Ze dR ne[W?"

"DR?" Vaid PeWeU, "Zh\, gR and e[SlRUe Whe ZRRd, Rf cRXUVe."

"Ugh!" Vaid SXVan, VWamSing heU feeW, "iW'V SUeWW\ cRld. WhaW abRXW SXWWing Rn VRme Rf
WheVe cRaWV?"

"The\'Ue nRW RXUV," Vaid PeWeU dRXbWfXll\.

"I am VXUe nRbRd\ ZRXld mind," Vaid SXVan. "IW iVn'W aV if Ze ZanWed WR Wake Whem RXW
Rf Whe hRXVe; Ze Vhan'W Wake Whem eYen RXW Rf Whe ZaUdURbe."

"I neYeU WhRXghW Rf WhaW, SX," Vaid PeWeU. "Of cRXUVe, nRZ \RX SXW iW WhaW Za\, I Vee. NR
Rne cRXld Va\ \RX had bagged a cRaW aV lRng aV \RX leaYe iW in Whe ZaUdURbe ZheUe \RX
fRXnd iW. And I VXSSRVe WhiV ZhRle cRXnWU\ iV in Whe ZaUdURbe."

The\ immediaWel\ caUUied RXW SXVan'V YeU\ VenVible Slan. The cRaWV ZeUe UaWheU WRR
big fRU Whem VR WhaW Whe\ came dRZn WR WheiU heelV and lRRked mRUe like UR\al URbeV Whan
cRaWV Zhen Whe\ had SXW Whem Rn. BXW Whe\ all felW a gRRd deal ZaUmeU and each WhRXghW
Whe RWheUV lRRked beWWeU in WheiU neZ geW-XS and mRUe VXiWable WR Whe landVcaSe.

"We can SUeWend Ze aUe AUcWic e[SlRUeUV," Vaid LXc\.

"ThiV iV gRing WR be e[ciWing enRXgh ZiWhRXW an\ SUeWending," Vaid PeWeU, aV he began
leading Whe Za\ fRUZaUd inWR Whe fRUeVW. TheUe ZeUe heaY\ daUkiVh clRXdV RYeUhead and iW
lRRked aV if WheUe mighW be mRUe VnRZ befRUe nighW.

"I Va\," began EdmXnd SUeVenWl\, "RXghWn'W Ze WR be beaUing a biW mRUe WR Whe lefW, WhaW
iV, if Ze aUe aiming fRU Whe lamS-SRVW." He had fRUgRWWen fRU Whe mRmenW WhaW he mXVW
SUeWend neYeU WR haYe been in Whe ZRRd befRUe. The mRmenW Whe ZRUdV ZeUe RXW Rf hiV
mRXWh he UealiVed WhaW he had giYen himVelf aZa\. EYeU\Rne VWRSSed; eYeU\Rne VWaUed aW
him. PeWeU ZhiVWled.

"SR \RX Ueall\ ZeUe heUe," he Vaid, "WhaW Wime LX Vaid Vhe'd meW \RX in heUe²and \RX
made RXW Vhe ZaV Welling lieV."

TheUe ZaV a dead Vilence. "Well, Rf all Whe SRiVRnRXV liWWle beaVWV²" Vaid PeWeU and
VhUXgged hiV VhRXldeUV and Vaid nR mRUe. TheUe Veemed, indeed, nR mRUe WR Va\ and
SUeVenWl\ Whe fRXU UeVXmed WheiU jRXUne\; bXW EdmXnd ZaV Va\ing WR himVelf, "I'll Sa\ \RX
all RXW fRU WhiV, \RX Sack Rf VWXck-XS, Velf-VaWiVfied SUigV."

"WheUe aUe Ze gRing an\Za\?" Vaid SXVan, chiefl\ fRU Whe Vake Rf changing Whe
VXbjecW.

"I Whink LX RXghW WR be Whe leadeU," Vaid PeWeU, "gRRdneVV knRZV Vhe deVeUYeV iW.
WheUe Zill \RX Wake XV, LX?"



"WhaW abRXW gRing WR Vee MU. TXmnXV?" Vaid LXc\. "He'V Whe nice FaXn I WRld \RX
abRXW."

EYeU\Rne agUeed WR WhiV and Rff Whe\ ZenW, Zalking bUiVkl\ and VWamSing WheiU feeW.
LXc\ SURYed a gRRd leadeU. AW fiUVW Vhe ZRndeUed ZheWheU Vhe ZRXld be able WR find Whe
Za\, bXW Vhe UecRgniVed an Rdd-lRRking WUee in Rne Slace and a VWXmS in anRWheU and
bURXghW Whem Rn WR ZheUe Whe gURXnd became XneYen and inWR Whe liWWle Yalle\ and aW laVW
WR Whe YeU\ dRRU Rf MU. TXmnXV' caYe. BXW WheUe a WeUUible VXUSUiVe aZaiWed Whem.

The dRRU had been ZUenched Rff iWV hingeV and bURken WR biWV. InVide, Whe caYe ZaV
daUk and cRld and had Whe damS feel and Vmell Rf a Slace WhaW had nRW been liYed in fRU
VeYeUal da\V. SnRZ had dUifWed in fURm Whe dRRUZa\ and ZaV heaSed Rn Whe flRRU, mi[ed
ZiWh VRmeWhing black, Zhich WXUned RXW WR be Whe chaUUed VWickV and aVheV fURm Whe fiUe.
SRmeRne had aSSaUenWl\ flXng iW abRXW Whe URRm and When VWamSed iW RXW. The cURckeU\
la\ VmaVhed Rn Whe flRRU and Whe SicWXUe Rf Whe FaXn'V faWheU had been VlaVhed inWR VhUedV
ZiWh a knife.

"ThiV iV a SUeWW\ gRRd ZaVh-RXW," Vaid EdmXnd, "nRW mXch gRRd cRming heUe."

"WhaW'V WhiV?" Vaid PeWeU, VWRRSing dRZn. He had jXVW nRWiced a Siece Rf SaSeU Zhich
had been nailed WhURXgh Whe caUSeW WR Whe flRRU.

"IV WheUe an\Whing ZUiWWen Rn iW?" aVked SXVan.

"YeV, I Whink WheUe iV," anVZeUed PeWeU, "bXW I can'W Uead iW in WhiV lighW. LeW'V geW RXW
inWR Whe RSen aiU."

The\ all ZenW RXW in Whe da\lighW and cURZded URXnd PeWeU aV he Uead RXW Whe
fRllRZing ZRUdV:²

 

"The fRUmeU RccXSanW Rf WheVe SUemiVeV, Whe FaXn TXmnXV, iV XndeU aUUeVW and aZaiWing
hiV WUial Rn a chaUge Rf High TUeaVRn againVW heU ImSeUial MajeVW\ JadiV, QXeen Rf
NaUnia, ChaWelaine Rf CaiU PaUaYel, EmSUeVV Rf Whe LRne IVlandV, eWc., alVR Rf cRmfRUWing
heU Vaid MajeVW\'V enemieV, haUbRXUing VSieV and fUaWeUniVing ZiWh HXmanV.

SLgQed FENRIS ULF, 
CaSWain Rf Whe SecUeW PRlice,

LONG LIVE THE QUEEN!"

 

The childUen VWaUed aW each RWheU.

"I dRn'W knRZ WhaW I'm gRing WR like WhiV Slace afWeU all," Vaid SXVan.

"WhR iV WhiV QXeen, LX?" Vaid PeWeU. "DR \RX knRZ an\Whing abRXW heU?"

"She iVn'W a Ueal TXeen aW all," anVZeUed LXc\, "Vhe'V a hRUUible ZiWch, Whe WhiWe
WiWch. EYeU\Rne²all Whe ZRRd SeRSle²haWe heU. She haV made an enchanWmenW RYeU Whe
ZhRle cRXnWU\ VR WhaW iW iV alZa\V ZinWeU heUe and neYeU ChUiVWmaV."

"I²I ZRndeU if WheUe'V an\ SRinW in gRing Rn," Vaid SXVan. "I mean, iW dReVn'W Veem
SaUWicXlaUl\ Vafe heUe and iW lRRkV aV if iW ZRn'W be mXch fXn eiWheU. And iW'V geWWing cRldeU
eYeU\ minXWe, and Ze'Ye bURXghW nRWhing WR eaW. WhaW abRXW jXVW gRing hRme?"

"Oh, bXW Ze can'W, Ze can'W," Vaid LXc\ VXddenl\. "DRn'W \RX Vee? We can'W jXVW gR
hRme, nRW afWeU WhiV. IW iV all Rn m\ accRXnW WhaW Whe SRRU FaXn haV gRW inWR WhiV WURXble.



He hid me fURm Whe WiWch and VhRZed me Whe Za\ back. ThaW'V ZhaW iW meanV b\
cRmfRUWing Whe QXeen'V enemieV and fUaWeUniVing ZiWh HXmanV. We VimSl\ mXVW WU\ WR
UeVcXe him."

"A lRW Ze cRXld dR!" Vaid EdmXnd, "Zhen Ze haYen'W eYen gRW an\Whing WR eaW!"

"ShXW XS²\RX!" Vaid PeWeU, ZhR ZaV VWill YeU\ angU\ ZiWh EdmXnd. "WhaW dR \RX
Whink, SXVan?"

"I'Ye a hRUUid feeling WhaW LX iV UighW," Vaid SXVan. "I dRn'W ZanW WR gR a VWeS fXUWheU
and I ZiVh Ze'd neYeU cRme. BXW I Whink Ze mXVW WU\ WR dR VRmeWhing fRU MU. WhaWeYeU-
hiV-name iV²I mean Whe FaXn."

"ThaW'V ZhaW I feel WRR," Vaid PeWeU. "I'm ZRUUied abRXW haYing nR fRRd ZiWh XV. I'd
YRWe fRU gRing back and geWWing VRmeWhing fURm Whe laUdeU, Rnl\ WheUe dReVn'W Veem WR be
an\ ceUWainW\ Rf geWWing inWR WhiV cRXnWU\ again Zhen Rnce \RX'Ye gRW RXW Rf iW. I Whink
Ze'll haYe WR gR Rn."

"SR dR I," Vaid bRWh Whe giUlV.

"If Rnl\ Ze kneZ ZheUe Whe SRRU chaS ZaV imSUiVRned!" Vaid PeWeU.

The\ ZeUe all VWill, ZRndeUing ZhaW WR dR ne[W, Zhen LXc\ Vaid, "LRRk! TheUe'V a
URbin, ZiWh VXch a Ued bUeaVW. IW'V Whe fiUVW biUd I'Ye Veen heUe. I Va\!²I ZRndeU can biUdV
Walk in NaUnia? IW almRVW lRRkV aV if iW ZanWed WR Va\ VRmeWhing WR XV." Then Vhe WXUned WR
Whe RRbin and Vaid, "PleaVe, can \RX Well XV ZheUe TXmnXV Whe FaXn haV been Waken WR?"
AV Vhe Vaid WhiV Vhe WRRk a VWeS WRZaUdV Whe biUd. IW aW Rnce hRSSed aZa\ bXW Rnl\ aV faU
aV WR Whe ne[W WUee. TheUe iW SeUched and lRRked aW Whem YeU\ haUd aV if iW XndeUVWRRd all
Whe\ had been Va\ing. AlmRVW ZiWhRXW nRWicing WhaW Whe\ had dRne VR, Whe fRXU childUen
ZenW a VWeS RU WZR neaUeU WR iW. AW WhiV Whe RRbin fleZ aZa\ again WR Whe ne[W WUee and
Rnce mRUe lRRked aW Whem YeU\ haUd. (YRX cRXldn'W haYe fRXnd a URbin ZiWh a UeddeU cheVW
RU a bUighWeU e\e.)

"DR \RX knRZ," Vaid LXc\, "I Ueall\ belieYe he meanV XV WR fRllRZ him."

"I'Ye an idea he dReV," Vaid SXVan, "ZhaW dR \RX Whink, PeWeU?"

"Well, Ze mighW aV Zell WU\ iW," anVZeUed PeWeU.

The RRbin aSSeaUed WR XndeUVWand Whe maWWeU WhRURXghl\. IW keSW gRing fURm WUee WR
WUee, alZa\V a feZ \aUdV ahead Rf Whem bXW alZa\V VR neaU WhaW Whe\ cRXld eaVil\ fRllRZ iW.
In WhiV Za\ iW led Whem Rn, VlighWl\ dRZn hill. WheUeYeU Whe RRbin alighWed a liWWle VhRZeU
Rf VnRZ ZRXld fall Rff Whe bUanch. PUeVenWl\ Whe clRXdV SaUWed RYeUhead and Whe ZinWeU
VXn came RXW and Whe VnRZ all aURXnd Whem gUeZ da]]lingl\ bUighW. The\ had been
WUaYelling in WhiV Za\ fRU abRXW half an hRXU, ZiWh Whe WZR giUlV in fURnW, Zhen EdmXnd
Vaid WR PeWeU, "If \RX'Ue nRW VWill WRR high and mighW\ WR Walk WR me, I'Ye VRmeWhing WR Va\
Zhich \RX'd beWWeU liVWen WR."

"WhaW iV iW?" aVked PeWeU.

"HXVh! NRW VR lRXd," Vaid EdmXnd, "WheUe'V nR gRRd fUighWening Whe giUlV. BXW haYe
\RX UealiVed ZhaW Ze'Ue dRing?"

"WhaW?" Vaid PeWeU, lRZeUing hiV YRice WR a ZhiVSeU.

"We'Ue fRllRZing a gXide Ze knRZ nRWhing abRXW. HRZ dR Ze knRZ Zhich Vide WhaW
biUd iV Rn? Wh\ VhRXldn'W iW be leading XV inWR a WUaS?"

"ThaW'V a naVW\ idea. SWill²a URbin \RX knRZ. The\'Ue gRRd biUdV in all Whe VWRUieV I'Ye
eYeU Uead. I'm VXUe a URbin ZRXldn'W be Rn Whe ZURng Vide."



"If iW cRmeV WR WhaW, Zhich LV Whe UighW Vide? HRZ dR Ze knRZ WhaW Whe faXnV aUe in Whe
UighW and Whe QXeen (\eV, I knRZ Ze'Ye been WROd Vhe'V a ZiWch) iV in Whe ZURng? We dRn'W
Ueall\ knRZ an\Whing abRXW eiWheU."

"The FaXn VaYed LXc\."

"He VaLd he did. BXW hRZ dR Ze knRZ? And WheUe'V anRWheU Whing WRR. HaV an\Rne Whe
leaVW idea Rf Whe Za\ hRme fURm heUe?"

"GUeaW ScRWW!" Vaid PeWeU, "I hadn'W WhRXghW Rf WhaW."

"And nR chance Rf dinneU eiWheU," Vaid EdmXnd.

 

CHAP7ER 9II

A Da\ ZiWh Whe BeaYerV

While Whe WZR bR\V ZeUe ZhiVSeUing behind, bRWh Whe giUlV VXddenl\ cUied "Oh!" and
VWRSSed. "The URbin!" cUied LXc\, "Whe URbin. IW'V flRZn aZa\." And VR iW had²UighW RXW Rf
VighW.

"And nRZ ZhaW aUe Ze WR dR?" Vaid EdmXnd, giYing PeWeU a lRRk Zhich ZaV aV mXch
aV WR Va\ "WhaW did I Well \RX?"

"Sh! LRRk!" Vaid SXVan.

"WhaW?" Vaid PeWeU.

"TheUe'V VRmeWhing mRYing amRng Whe WUeeV²RYeU WheUe WR Whe lefW."

The\ all VWaUed aV haUd aV Whe\ cRXld, and nR Rne felW YeU\ cRmfRUWable.

"TheUe iW gReV again," Vaid SXVan SUeVenWl\.

"I VaZ iW WhaW Wime WRR," Vaid PeWeU. "IW'V VWill WheUe. IW'V jXVW gRne behind WhaW big WUee."

"WhaW iV iW?" aVked LXc\, WU\ing YeU\ haUd nRW WR VRXnd neUYRXV.

"WhaWeYeU iW iV," Vaid PeWeU, "iW'V dRdging XV. IW'V VRmeWhing WhaW dReVn'W ZanW WR be
Veen."

"LeW'V gR hRme," Vaid SXVan. And When, WhRXgh nRbRd\ Vaid iW RXW lRXd, eYeU\Rne
VXddenl\ UealiVed Whe Vame facW WhaW EdmXnd had ZhiVSeUed WR PeWeU aW Whe end Rf Whe laVW
chaSWeU. The\ ZeUe lRVW.

"WhaW'V iW like?" Vaid LXc\.

"IW'V²iW'V a kind Rf animal," Vaid SXVan; and When, "LRRk! LRRk! QXick! TheUe iW iV."

The\ all VaZ iW WhiV Wime, a ZhiVkeUed fXUU\ face Zhich had lRRked RXW aW Whem fURm
behind a WUee. BXW WhiV Wime iW didn'W immediaWel\ dUaZ back. InVWead, Whe animal SXW iWV
SaZ againVW iWV mRXWh jXVW aV hXmanV SXW WheiU fingeU Rn WheiU liSV Zhen Whe\ aUe
Vignalling WR \RX WR be TXieW. Then iW diVaSSeaUed again. The childUen all VWRRd hRlding
WheiU bUeaWhV.



A mRmenW laWeU Whe VWUangeU came RXW fURm behind Whe WUee, glanced all URXnd aV if iW
ZeUe afUaid VRmeRne ZaV ZaWching, Vaid "HXVh," made VignV WR Whem WR jRin iW in Whe
WhickeU biW Rf ZRRd ZheUe iW ZaV VWanding, and When Rnce mRUe diVaSSeaUed.

"I knRZ ZhaW iW iV," Vaid PeWeU, "iW'V a beaYeU. I VaZ Whe Wail."

"IW ZanWV XV WR gR WR iW," Vaid SXVan, "and iW iV ZaUning XV nRW WR make a nRiVe."

"I knRZ," Vaid PeWeU. "The TXeVWiRn iV aUe Ze WR gR WR iW RU nRW? WhaW dR \RX Whink,
LX?"

"I Whink iW'V a nice beaYeU," Vaid LXc\.

"YeV, bXW hRZ dR Ze NQRZ?" Vaid EdmXnd.

"Shan'W Ze haYe WR UiVk iW?" Vaid SXVan. "I mean, iW'V nR gRRd jXVW VWanding heUe and I
feel I ZanW VRme dinneU."

AW WhiV mRmenW Whe BeaYeU again SRSSed iWV head RXW fURm behind Whe WUee and
beckRned eaUneVWl\ WR Whem.

"CRme Rn," Vaid PeWeU, "leW'V giYe iW a WU\. All keeS clRVe WRgeWheU. We RXghW WR be a
maWch fRU Rne beaYeU if iW WXUnV RXW WR be an enem\."

SR Whe childUen all gRW clRVe WRgeWheU and Zalked XS WR Whe WUee and in behind iW, and
WheUe, VXUe enRXgh, Whe\ fRXnd Whe BeaYeU; bXW iW VWill dUeZ back, Va\ing WR Whem in a
hRaUVe WhURaW\ ZhiVSeU, "FXUWheU in, cRme fXUWheU in. RighW in heUe. We'Ue nRW Vafe in Whe
RSen!" Onl\ Zhen iW had led Whem inWR a daUk VSRW ZheUe fRXU WUeeV gUeZ VR clRVe WRgeWheU
WhaW WheiU bRXghV meW and Whe bURZn eaUWh and Sine needleV cRXld be Veen XndeUfRRW
becaXVe nR VnRZ had been able WR fall WheUe, did iW begin WR Walk WR Whem.

"AUe \RX Whe SRnV Rf Adam and Whe DaXghWeUV Rf EYe?" iW Vaid.

"We'Ue VRme Rf Whem," Vaid PeWeU.

"S-V-V-Vh!" Vaid Whe BeaYeU, "nRW VR lRXd SleaVe. We'Ue nRW Vafe eYen heUe."

"Wh\, ZhR aUe \RX afUaid Rf?" Vaid PeWeU. "TheUe'V nR Rne heUe bXW RXUVelYeV."

"TheUe aUe Whe WUeeV," Vaid Whe BeaYeU. "The\'Ue alZa\V liVWening. MRVW Rf Whem aUe Rn
RXU Vide, bXW WheUe aUe WUeeV WhaW ZRXld beWUa\ XV WR KeU; \RX knRZ ZhR I mean," and iW
nRdded iWV head VeYeUal WimeV.

"If iW cRmeV WR Walking abRXW VideV," Vaid EdmXnd, "hRZ dR Ze knRZ \RX'Ue a fUiend?"

"NRW meaning WR be UXde, MU. BeaYeU," added PeWeU, "bXW \RX Vee, Ze'Ue VWUangeUV."

"QXiWe UighW, TXiWe UighW," Vaid Whe BeaYeU. "HeUe iV m\ WRken." WiWh WheVe ZRUdV iW
held XS WR Whem a liWWle ZhiWe RbjecW. The\ all lRRked aW iW in VXUSUiVe, Will VXddenl\ LXc\
Vaid, "Oh, Rf cRXUVe. IW'V m\ handkeUchief²Whe Rne I gaYe WR SRRU MU. TXmnXV."

"ThaW'V UighW," Vaid Whe BeaYeU. "PRRU fellRZ, he gRW Zind Rf Whe aUUeVW befRUe iW
acWXall\ haSSened and handed WhiV RYeU WR me. He Vaid WhaW if an\Whing haSSened WR him I
mXVW meeW \RX heUe and Wake \RX Rn WR²" HeUe Whe BeaYeU'V YRice Vank inWR Vilence and
iW gaYe Rne RU WZR YeU\ m\VWeUiRXV nRdV. Then Vignalling WR Whe childUen WR VWand aV clRVe
aURXnd iW aV Whe\ SRVVibl\ cRXld, VR WhaW WheiU faceV ZeUe acWXall\ Wickled b\ iWV ZhiVkeUV,
iW added in a lRZ ZhiVSeU²

"The\ Va\ AVlan iV Rn Whe mRYe²SeUhaSV haV alUead\ landed."



And nRZ a YeU\ cXUiRXV Whing haSSened. NRne Rf Whe childUen kneZ ZhR AVlan ZaV
an\ mRUe Whan \RX dR; bXW Whe mRmenW Whe BeaYeU had VSRken WheVe ZRUdV eYeU\Rne felW
TXiWe diffeUenW. PeUhaSV iW haV VRmeWimeV haSSened WR \RX in a dUeam WhaW VRmeRne Va\V
VRmeWhing Zhich \RX dRn'W XndeUVWand bXW in Whe dUeam iW feelV aV if iW had VRme
enRUmRXV meaning²eiWheU a WeUUif\ing Rne Zhich WXUnV Whe ZhRle dUeam inWR a nighWmaUe
RU elVe a lRYel\ meaning WRR lRYel\ WR SXW inWR ZRUdV, Zhich makeV Whe dUeam VR
beaXWifXl WhaW \RX UemembeU iW all \RXU life and aUe alZa\V ZiVhing \RX cRXld geW inWR WhaW
dUeam again. IW ZaV like WhaW nRZ. AW Whe name Rf AVlan each Rne Rf Whe childUen felW
VRmeWhing jXmS in hiV inVide. EdmXnd felW a VenVaWiRn Rf m\VWeUiRXV hRUURU. PeWeU felW
VXddenl\ bUaYe and adYenWXURXV. SXVan felW aV if VRme deliciRXV Vmell RU VRme delighWfXl
VWUain Rf mXVic had jXVW flRaWed b\ heU. And LXc\ gRW Whe feeling \RX haYe Zhen \RX
Zake XS in Whe mRUning and UealiVe WhaW iW iV Whe beginning Rf Whe hRlida\V RU Whe
beginning Rf VXmmeU.

"And ZhaW abRXW MU. TXmnXV," Vaid LXc\; "ZheUe iV he?"

"S-V-V-Vh," Vaid Whe BeaYeU, "nRW heUe. I mXVW bUing \RX ZheUe Ze can haYe a Ueal Walk
and alVR dinneU."

NR Rne e[ceSW EdmXnd felW an\ difficXlW\ abRXW WUXVWing Whe BeaYeU nRZ and
eYeU\Rne, inclXding EdmXnd, ZaV YeU\ glad WR heaU Whe ZRUd "dinneU." The\ WheUefRUe all
hXUUied alRng behind WheiU neZ fUiend ZhR led Whem aW a VXUSUiVingl\ TXick Sace, and
alZa\V in Whe WhickeVW SaUWV Rf Whe fRUeVW, fRU RYeU an hRXU. EYeU\Rne ZaV feeling YeU\
WiUed and YeU\ hXngU\ Zhen VXddenl\ Whe WUeeV began WR geW WhinneU in fURnW Rf Whem and
Whe gURXnd WR fall VWeeSl\ dRZn hill. A minXWe laWeU Whe\ came RXW XndeU Whe RSen Vk\ (Whe
VXn ZaV VWill Vhining) and fRXnd WhemVelYeV lRRking dRZn Rn a fine VighW.

The\ ZeUe VWanding Rn Whe edge Rf a VWeeS, naUURZ Yalle\ aW Whe bRWWRm Rf Zhich Uan
²aW leaVW iW ZRXld haYe been UXnning if iW hadn'W been fUR]en²a faiUl\ laUge UiYeU. JXVW
belRZ Whem a dam had been bXilW acURVV WhiV UiYeU; and Zhen Whe\ VaZ iW eYeU\Rne
VXddenl\ UemembeUed WhaW Rf cRXUVe beaYeUV aUe alZa\V making damV and felW TXiWe VXUe
WhaW MU. BeaYeU had made WhiV Rne. The\ alVR nRWiced WhaW he nRZ had a VRUW Rf mRdeVW
e[SUeVViRn Rn hiV face²Whe VRUW Rf lRRk SeRSle haYe Zhen \RX aUe YiViWing a gaUden
Whe\'Ye made RU Ueading a VWRU\ Whe\'Ye ZUiWWen. SR iW ZaV Rnl\ cRmmRn SRliWeneVV Zhen
SXVan Vaid, "WhaW a lRYel\ dam!" And MU. BeaYeU didn'W Va\ "HXVh" WhiV Wime bXW
"MeUel\ a WUifle! MeUel\ a WUifle! And iW iVn'W Ueall\ finiVhed!"

AbRYe Whe dam WheUe ZaV ZhaW RXghW WR haYe been a deeS SRRl bXW ZaV nRZ Rf cRXUVe
a leYel flRRU Rf daUk gUeen ice. And belRZ Whe dam, mXch lRZeU dRZn, ZaV mRUe ice, bXW
inVWead Rf being VmRRWh WhiV ZaV all fUR]en inWR Whe fRam\ and ZaY\ VhaSeV in Zhich Whe
ZaWeU had been UXVhing alRng aW Whe YeU\ mRmenW Zhen Whe fURVW came. And ZheUe Whe
ZaWeU had been WUickling RYeU and VSXUWing WhURXgh Whe dam WheUe ZaV nRZ a gliWWeUing
Zall Rf icicleV, aV if Whe Vide Rf Whe dam had been cRYeUed all RYeU ZiWh flRZeUV and
ZUeaWhV and feVWRRnV Rf Whe SXUeVW VXgaU. And RXW in Whe middle, and SaUWl\ Rn Whe WRS Rf
Whe dam, ZaV a fXnn\ liWWle hRXVe VhaSed UaWheU like an enRUmRXV bee-hiYe and fURm a
hRle in Whe URRf VmRke ZaV gRing XS, VR WhaW Zhen \RX VaZ iW (eVSeciall\ if \RX ZeUe
hXngU\) \RX aW Rnce WhRXghW Rf cRRking and became hXngUieU Whan \RX ZeUe befRUe.

ThaW ZaV ZhaW Whe RWheUV chiefl\ nRWiced, bXW EdmXnd nRWiced VRmeWhing elVe. A liWWle
lRZeU dRZn Whe UiYeU WheUe ZaV anRWheU Vmall UiYeU Zhich came dRZn anRWheU Vmall
Yalle\ WR jRin iW. And lRRking XS WhaW Yalle\, EdmXnd cRXld Vee WZR Vmall hillV, and he
ZaV almRVW VXUe Whe\ ZeUe Whe WZR hillV Zhich Whe WhiWe WiWch had SRinWed RXW WR him
Zhen he SaUWed fURm heU aW Whe lamS-SRVW WhaW RWheU da\. And When beWZeen Whem, he
WhRXghW, mXVW be heU Salace, Rnl\ a mile Rff RU leVV. And he WhRXghW abRXW TXUkiVh
DelighW and abRXW being a King ("And I ZRndeU hRZ PeWeU Zill like WhaW?" he aVked
himVelf) and hRUUible ideaV came inWR hiV head.

"HeUe Ze aUe," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "and iW lRRkV aV if MUV. BeaYeU iV e[SecWing XV. I'll
lead Whe Za\. BXW be caUefXl and dRn'W VliS."



The WRS Rf Whe dam ZaV Zide enRXgh WR Zalk Rn, WhRXgh nRW (fRU hXmanV) a YeU\ nice
Slace WR Zalk becaXVe iW ZaV cRYeUed ZiWh ice, and WhRXgh Whe fUR]en SRRl ZaV leYel ZiWh
iW Rn Rne Vide, WheUe ZaV a naVW\ dURS WR Whe lRZeU UiYeU Rn Whe RWheU. AlRng WhiV URXWe MU.
BeaYeU led Whem in Vingle file UighW RXW WR Whe middle ZheUe Whe\ cRXld lRRk a lRng Za\
XS Whe UiYeU and a lRng Za\ dRZn iW. And Zhen Whe\ had Ueached Whe middle Whe\ ZeUe aW
Whe dRRU Rf Whe hRXVe.

"HeUe Ze aUe, MUV. BeaYeU," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "I'Ye fRXnd Whem. HeUe aUe Whe SRnV and
DaXghWeUV Rf Adam and EYe"²and Whe\ all ZenW in.

The fiUVW Whing LXc\ nRWiced aV Vhe ZenW in ZaV a bXUUing VRXnd, and Whe fiUVW Whing
Vhe VaZ ZaV a kind-lRRking Rld Vhe-beaYeU ViWWing in Whe cRUneU ZiWh a WhUead in heU
mRXWh ZRUking bXVil\ aW heU VeZing machine and iW ZaV fURm iW WhaW Whe VRXnd came. She
VWRSSed heU ZRUk and gRW XS aV VRRn aV Whe childUen came in.

"SR \RX'Ye cRme aW laVW!" Vhe Vaid, hRlding RXW bRWh heU ZUinkled Rld SaZV. "AW laVW!
TR Whink WhaW eYeU I VhRXld liYe WR Vee WhiV da\! The SRWaWReV aUe Rn bRiling and Whe keWWle'V
Vinging and I daUeVa\, MU. BeaYeU, \RX'll geW XV VRme fiVh."

"ThaW I Zill," Vaid MU. BeaYeU and he ZenW RXW Rf Whe hRXVe (PeWeU ZenW ZiWh him) and
acURVV Whe ice Rf Whe deeS SRRl WR ZheUe he had a liWWle hRle in Whe ice Zhich he keSW RSen
eYeU\ da\ ZiWh hiV haWcheW. The\ WRRk a Sail ZiWh Whem, MU. BeaYeU VaW dRZn TXieWl\ aW
Whe edge Rf Whe hRle (he didn'W Veem WR mind iW'V being VR chill\) lRRked haUd inWR iW, When
VXddenl\ VhRW in hiV SaZ, and befRUe \RX cRXld Va\ Jack RRbinVRn had ZhiVked RXW a
beaXWifXl WURXW. Then he did iW all RYeU again XnWil Whe\ had a fine caWch Rf fiVh.

MeanZhile Whe giUlV ZeUe helSing MUV. BeaYeU WR fill Whe Whe keWWle and la\ Whe Wable
and cXW Whe bUead and SXW Whe SlaWeV in Whe RYen WR heaW and dUaZ a hXge jXg Rf beeU fRU
MU. BeaYeU fURm a baUUel Zhich VWRRd in Rne cRUneU Rf Whe hRXVe, and WR SXW Rn Whe fU\ing
San and geW Whe dUiSSing hRW. LXc\ WhRXghW Whe BeaYeUV had a YeU\ VnXg liWWle hRme
WhRXgh iW ZaV nRW aW all like MU. TXmnXV'V caYe. TheUe ZeUe nR bRRkV RU SicWXUeV and
inVWead Rf bedV WheUe ZeUe bXnkV, like Rn bRaUd VhiS, bXilW inWR Whe Zall. And WheUe ZeUe
hamV and VWUingV Rf RniRnV hanging fURm Whe URRf and againVW Whe ZallV ZeUe gXm bRRWV
and RilVkinV and haWcheWV and SaiUV Rf VheaUV and VSadeV and WURZelV and WhingV fRU
caUU\ing mRUWaU in and fiVhing URdV and fiVhing neWV and VackV. And Whe clRWh Rn Whe Wable
WhR' YeU\ clean ZaV YeU\ URXgh.

JXVW aV Whe fU\ing San ZaV nicel\ hiVVing PeWeU and MU. BeaYeU came in ZiWh Whe fiVh
Zhich MU. BeaYeU had alUead\ RSened ZiWh hiV knife and cleaned RXW in Whe RSen aiU. YRX
can Whink hRZ gRRd Whe neZ-caXghW fiVh Vmelled Zhile Whe\ ZeUe fU\ing and hRZ Whe
hXngU\ childUen lRnged fRU Whem WR be dRne and hRZ YeU\ mXch hXngUieU VWill Whe\ had
becRme befRUe MUV. BeaYeU Vaid, "NRZ Ze'Ue neaUl\ Uead\." SXVan dUained Whe SRWaWReV
and When SXW Whem all back in Whe emSW\ SRW WR dU\ Rn Whe Vide Rf Whe Uange Zhile LXc\
ZaV helSing MUV. BeaYeU WR diVh XS Whe WURXW, VR WhaW in a YeU\ feZ minXWeV eYeU\Rne ZaV
dUaZing XS VWRRlV (iW ZaV all WhUee-legged VWRRlV in Whe BeaYeUV' hRXVe e[ceSW fRU MUV.
BeaYeU'V RZn VSecial URcking chaiU beVide Whe fiUe) and SUeSaUing WR enjR\ WhemVelYeV.
TheUe ZaV a jXg Rf cUeam\ milk fRU Whe childUen (MU. BeaYeU VWXck WR beeU) and a gUeaW
big lXmS Rf deeS \ellRZ bXWWeU in Whe middle Rf Whe Wable fURm Zhich eYeU\Rne WRRk aV
mXch aV he ZanWed WR gR ZiWh hiV SRWaWReV and all Whe childUen WhRXghW²and I agUee ZiWh
Whem²WhaW WheUe'V nRWhing WR beaW gRRd fUeVhZaWeU fiVh if \RX eaW iW Zhen iW haV been
aliYe half an hRXU agR and haV cRme RXW Rf Whe San half a minXWe agR. And Zhen Whe\ had
finiVhed Whe fiVh MUV. BeaYeU bURXghW Xne[SecWedl\ RXW Rf Whe RYen a gUeaW and glRUiRXVl\
VWick\ maUmalade URll, VWeaming hRW, and aW Whe Vame Wime mRYed Whe keWWle Rn WR Whe fiUe,
VR WhaW Zhen Whe\ had finiVhed Whe maUmalade URll Whe Wea ZaV made and Uead\ WR be
SRXUed RXW. And Zhen each SeUVRn had gRW hiV (RU heU) cXS Rf Wea, each SeUVRn VhRYed
back hiV (RU heU) VWRRl VR aV WR be able WR lean againVW Whe Zall and gaYe a lRng Vigh Rf
cRnWenWmenW.



"And nRZ," Vaid MU. BeaYeU SXVhing aZa\ hiV emSW\ beeU mXg and SXlling hiV cXS Rf
Wea WRZaUdV him, "if \RX'll jXVW ZaiW Will I'Ye gRW m\ SiSe liW XS and gRing nicel\²Zh\,
nRZ Ze can geW WR bXVineVV. IW'V VnRZing again," he added, cRcking hiV e\e aW Whe ZindRZ.
"ThaW'V all Whe beWWeU, becaXVe iW meanV Ze Vhan'W haYe an\ YiViWRUV; and if an\Rne VhRXld
haYe been WU\ing WR fRllRZ \RX, Zh\ he ZRn'W find an\ WUackV."

 

CHAP7ER 9III

WhaW Happened afWer Dinner

"And nRZ," Vaid LXc\, "dR SleaVe Well XV ZhaW'V haSSened WR MU. TXmnXV."

"Ah, WhaW'V bad," Vaid MU. BeaYeU Vhaking hiV head. "ThaW'V a YeU\, YeU\ bad bXVineVV.
TheUe'V nR dRXbW he ZaV Waken Rff b\ Whe SRlice. I gRW WhaW fURm a biUd ZhR VaZ iW dRne."

"BXW ZheUe'V he been Waken WR?" aVked LXc\.

"Well, Whe\ ZeUe heading nRUWhZaUdV Zhen Whe\ ZeUe laVW Veen and Ze all knRZ ZhaW
WhaW meanV."

"NR, Ze dRn'W," Vaid SXVan. BXW MU. BeaYeU VhRRk hiV head in a YeU\ glRRm\ faVhiRn.

"I'm afUaid iW meanV Whe\ ZeUe Waking him WR heU hRXVe," Vaid MU. BeaYeU.

"BXW ZhaW'll Whe\ dR WR him, MU. BeaYeU?" gaVSed LXc\.

"Well," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "\RX can'W e[acWl\ Va\ fRU VXUe. BXW WheUe'V nRW man\ Waken in
WheUe WhaW eYeU cRmeV RXW again. SWaWXeV. All fXll Rf VWaWXeV Whe\ Va\ iW iV²in Whe cRXUW\aUd
and XS Whe VWaiUV and in Whe hall. PeRSle Vhe'V WXUned²" (he SaXVed and VhXddeUed)
"WXUned inWR VWRne."

"BXW, MU. BeaYeU," Vaid LXc\, "can'W Ze²I mean Ze PXVW dR VRmeWhing WR VaYe him.
IW'V WRR dUeadfXl and iW'V all Rn m\ accRXnW."

"I dRn'W dRXbW \RX'd VaYe him if \RX cRXld, deaUie," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU, "bXW \RX'Ye nR
chance Rf geWWing inWR WhaW HRXVe againVW heU Zill and eYeU cRming RXW aliYe."

"CRXldn'W Ze haYe VRme VWUaWagem?" Vaid PeWeU. "I mean cRXldn'W Ze dUeVV XS aV
VRmeWhing, RU SUeWend WR be²Rh, SedlaUV RU an\Whing²RU ZaWch Will Vhe ZaV gRne RXW²RU
²Rh, hang iW all, WheUe mXVW be VRPe Za\. ThiV FaXn VaYed m\ ViVWeU aW hiV RZn UiVk, MU.
BeaYeU. We can'W jXVW leaYe him WR be²WR be²WR haYe WhaW dRne WR him."

"IW'V nR gRRd, SRn Rf Adam," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "nR gRRd \RXU WU\ing, Rf all SeRSle. BXW
nRZ WhaW AVlan iV Rn Whe mRYe²"

"Oh, \eV! Tell XV abRXW AVlan!" Vaid VeYeUal YRiceV aW Rnce; fRU Rnce again WhaW VWUange
feeling²like Whe fiUVW VignV Rf VSUing, like gRRd neZV, had cRme RYeU Whem.

"WhR iV AVlan?" aVked SXVan.

"AVlan?" Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "Wh\ dRn'W \RX knRZ? He'V Whe King. He'V Whe LRUd Rf Whe
ZhRle ZRRd, bXW nRW RfWen heUe, \RX XndeUVWand. NeYeU in m\ Wime RU m\ faWheU'V Wime.
BXW Whe ZRUd haV Ueached XV WhaW he haV cRme back. He iV in NaUnia aW WhiV mRmenW. He'll
VeWWle Whe WhiWe QXeen all UighW. IW iV he, nRW \RX, WhaW Zill VaYe MU. TXmnXV."



"She ZRn'W WXUn him inWR VWRne WRR?" Vaid EdmXnd.

"LRUd lRYe \RX, SRn Rf Adam, ZhaW a VimSle Whing WR Va\!" anVZeUed MU. BeaYeU ZiWh
a gUeaW laXgh. "TXUn KLP inWR VWRne? If Vhe can VWand Rn heU WZR feeW and lRRk him in Whe
face iW'll be Whe mRVW Vhe can dR and mRUe Whan I e[SecW Rf heU. NR, nR. He'll SXW all WR
UighWV aV iW Va\V in an Rld Uh\me in WheVe SaUWV:²

WURng Zill be UighW, Zhen AVlan cRmeV in VighW, 
AW Whe VRXnd Rf hiV URaU, VRUURZV Zill be nR mRUe, 
When he baUeV hiV WeeWh, ZinWeU meeWV iWV deaWh 
And Zhen he VhakeV hiV mane, Ze Vhall haYe VSUing again. 

YRX'll XndeUVWand Zhen \RX Vee him."

"BXW Vhall Ze Vee him?" aVked SXVan.

"Wh\, DaXghWeU Rf EYe, WhaW'V ZhaW I bURXghW \RX heUe fRU. I'm WR lead \RX ZheUe \RX
Vhall meeW him," Vaid MU. BeaYeU.

"IV²iV he a man?" aVked LXc\.

"AVlan a man!" Vaid MU. BeaYeU VWeUnl\. "CeUWainl\ nRW. I Well \RX he iV Whe King Rf Whe
ZRRd and Whe VRn Rf Whe gUeaW EmSeURU-Be\Rnd-Whe-Sea. DRn'W \RX knRZ ZhR iV Whe King
Rf BeaVWV? AVlan iV a liRn²WKe LiRn, Whe gUeaW LiRn."

"ORh!" Vaid SXVan, "I'd WhRXghW he ZaV a man. IV he²TXiWe Vafe? I Vhall feel UaWheU
neUYRXV abRXW meeWing a liRn."

"ThaW \RX Zill, deaUie, and nR miVWake," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU, "if WheUe'V an\Rne ZhR can
aSSeaU befRUe AVlan ZiWhRXW WheiU kneeV knRcking, Whe\'Ue eiWheU bUaYeU Whan mRVW RU elVe
jXVW Vill\."

"Then he iVn'W Vafe?" Vaid LXc\.

"Safe?" Vaid MU. BeaYeU. "DRn'W \RX heaU ZhaW MUV. BeaYeU WellV \RX? WhR Vaid
an\Whing abRXW Vafe? 'CRXUVe he iVn'W Vafe. BXW he'V gRRd. He'V Whe King, I Well \RX."

"I'm lRnging WR Vee him," Vaid PeWeU, "eYen if I dR feel fUighWened Zhen iW cRmeV WR Whe
SRinW."

"ThaW'V UighW, SRn Rf Adam," Vaid MU. BeaYeU bUinging hiV SaZ dRZn Rn Whe Wable ZiWh
a cUaVh WhaW made all Whe cXSV and VaXceUV UaWWle. "And VR \RX Vhall. WRUd haV been VenW
WhaW \RX aUe WR meeW him, WR-mRUURZ if \RX can, aW Whe SWRne Table."

"WheUe'V WhaW?" Vaid LXc\.

"I'll VhRZ \RX," Vaid MU. BeaYeU. "IW'V dRZn Whe UiYeU, a gRRd VWeS fURm heUe. I'll Wake
\RX WR iW!"

"BXW meanZhile ZhaW abRXW SRRU MU. TXmnXV?" Vaid LXc\.

"The TXickeVW Za\ \RX can helS him iV b\ gRing WR meeW AVlan," Vaid MU. BeaYeU,
"Rnce he'V ZiWh XV, When Ze can begin dRing WhingV. NRW WhaW Ze dRn'W need \RX WRR. FRU
WhaW'V anRWheU Rf Whe Rld Uh\meV:²

When Adam'V fleVh and Adam'V bRne 
SiWV aW CaiU PaUaYel in WhURne,
The eYil Wime Zill be RYeU and dRne. 



SR WhingV mXVW be dUaZing neaU WheiU end nRZ he'V cRme and \RX'Ye cRme. We'Ye heaUd
Rf AVlan cRming inWR WheVe SaUWV befRUe²lRng agR, nRbRd\ can Va\ Zhen. BXW WheUe'V
neYeU been an\ Rf \RXU Uace heUe befRUe."

"ThaW'V ZhaW I dRn'W XndeUVWand, MU. BeaYeU," Vaid PeWeU, "I mean iVn'W Whe WiWch
heUVelf hXman?"

"She'd like XV WR belieYe iW," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "and iW'V Rn WhaW WhaW Vhe baVeV heU claim
WR be QXeen. BXW Vhe'V nR DaXghWeU Rf EYe. She cRmeV Rf \RXU faWheU Adam'V²" (heUe
MU. BeaYeU bRZed) "\RXU faWheU Adam'V fiUVW Zife, heU Whe\ called LiliWh. And Vhe ZaV
Rne Rf Whe Jinn. ThaW'V ZhaW Vhe cRmeV fURm Rn Rne Vide. And Rn Whe RWheU Vhe cRmeV Rf
Whe gianWV. NR, nR, WheUe iVn'W a dURS Rf Ueal HXman blRRd in Whe WiWch."

"ThaW'V Zh\ Vhe'V bad all WhURXgh, MU. BeaYeU," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU.

"TUXe enRXgh, MUV. BeaYeU," UeSlied he, "WheUe ma\ be WZR YieZV abRXW HXmanV
(meaning nR Rffence WR Whe SUeVenW cRmSan\). BXW WheUe'V nR WZR YieZV abRXW WhingV WhaW
lRRk like HXmanV and aUen'W."

"I'Ye knRZn gRRd dZaUfV," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU.

"SR'Ye I, nRZ \RX cRme WR VSeak Rf iW," Vaid heU hXVband, "bXW SUeciRXV feZ, and Whe\
ZeUe Whe RneV leaVW like men. BXW in geneUal, Wake m\ adYice, Zhen \RX meeW an\Whing
WhaW'V gRing WR be HXman and iVn'W \eW, RU XVed WR be HXman Rnce and iVn'W nRZ, RU RXghW
WR be HXman and iVn'W, \RX keeS \RXU e\eV Rn iW and feel fRU \RXU haWcheW. And WhaW'V Zh\
Whe WiWch iV alZa\V Rn Whe lRRkRXW fRU an\ HXmanV in NaUnia. She'V been ZaWching fRU
\RX WhiV man\ a \eaU, and if Vhe kneZ WheUe ZeUe fRXU Rf \RX Vhe'd be mRUe dangeURXV
VWill."

"WhaW'V WhaW WR dR ZiWh iW?" aVked PeWeU.

"BecaXVe Rf anRWheU SURShec\," Vaid MU. BeaYeU. "DRZn aW CaiU PaUaYel²WhaW'V Whe
caVWle Rn Whe Vea cRaVW dRZn aW Whe mRXWh Rf WhiV UiYeU Zhich RXghW WR be Whe caSiWal Rf Whe
ZhRle cRXnWU\ if all ZaV aV iW VhRXld be²dRZn aW CaiU PaUaYel WheUe aUe fRXU WhURneV and
iW'V a Va\ing in NaUnia Wime RXW Rf mind WhaW Zhen WZR SRnV Rf Adam and WZR DaXghWeUV
Rf EYe ViW in WhRVe fRXU WhURneV, When iW Zill be Whe end nRW Rnl\ Rf Whe WhiWe WiWch'V Ueign
bXW Rf heU life, and WhaW iV Zh\ Ze had WR be VR caXWiRXV aV Ze came alRng, fRU if Vhe kneZ
abRXW \RX fRXU, \RXU liYeV ZRXldn'W be ZRUWh a Vhake Rf m\ ZhiVkeUV!"

All Whe childUen had been aWWending VR haUd WR ZhaW MU. BeaYeU ZaV Welling Whem WhaW
Whe\ had nRWiced nRWhing elVe fRU a lRng Wime. Then dXUing Whe mRmenW Rf Vilence WhaW
fRllRZed hiV laVW UemaUk, LXc\ VXddenl\ Vaid:

"I Va\²ZheUe'V EdmXnd?"

TheUe ZaV a dUeadfXl SaXVe, and When eYeU\Rne began aVking "WhR VaZ him laVW?
HRZ lRng haV he been miVVing? IV he RXWVide?" And When all UXVhed WR Whe dRRU and
lRRked RXW. The VnRZ ZaV falling Whickl\ and VWeadil\, Whe gUeen ice Rf Whe SRRl had
YaniVhed XndeU a Whick ZhiWe blankeW, and fURm ZheUe Whe liWWle hRXVe VWRRd in Whe cenWUe
Rf Whe dam \RX cRXld haUdl\ Vee eiWheU bank. OXW Whe\ ZenW, SlXnging Zell RYeU WheiU
ankleV inWR Whe VRfW neZ VnRZ, and ZenW URXnd Whe hRXVe in eYeU\ diUecWiRn. "EdmXnd!
EdmXnd!" Whe\ called Will Whe\ ZeUe hRaUVe. BXW Whe VilenWl\ falling VnRZ Veemed WR
mXffle WheiU YRiceV and WheUe ZaV nRW eYen an echR in anVZeU.

"HRZ SeUfecWl\ dUeadfXl!" Vaid SXVan aV Whe\ aW laVW came back in deVSaiU. "Oh, hRZ I
ZiVh Ze'd neYeU cRme."

"WhaW Rn eaUWh aUe Ze WR dR, MU. BeaYeU?" Vaid PeWeU.



"DR?" Vaid MU. BeaYeU ZhR ZaV alUead\ SXWWing Rn hiV VnRZ bRRWV, "dR? We mXVW be
Rff aW Rnce. We haYen'W a mRmenW WR VSaUe!"

"We'd beWWeU diYide inWR fRXU VeaUch SaUWieV," Vaid PeWeU, "and all gR in diffeUenW
diUecWiRnV. WhReYeU findV him mXVW cRme back heUe aW Rnce and²"

"SeaUch SaUWieV, SRn Rf Adam?" Vaid MU. BeaYeU; "ZhaW fRU?"

"Wh\, WR lRRk fRU EdmXnd Rf cRXUVe!"

"TheUe'V nR SRinW in lRRking fRU him," Vaid MU. BeaYeU.

"WhaW dR \RX mean?" Vaid SXVan, "he can'W be faU aZa\ \eW. And Ze'Ye gRW WR find
him. WhaW dR \RX mean Zhen \RX Va\ WheUe'V nR XVe lRRking fRU him?"

"The UeaVRn WheUe'V nR XVe lRRking," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "iV WhaW Ze knRZ alUead\ ZheUe
he'V gRne!" EYeU\Rne VWaUed in ama]emenW. "DRn'W \RX XndeUVWand?" Vaid MU. BeaYeU.
"He'V gRne WR KeU, WR Whe WhiWe WiWch. He haV beWUa\ed XV all."

"Oh VXUel\²Rh Ueall\!" Vaid SXVan, "he can'W haYe dRne WhaW."

"Can'W he?" Vaid MU. BeaYeU lRRking YeU\ haUd aW Whe WhUee childUen, and eYeU\Whing
Whe\ ZanWed WR Va\ died Rn WheiU liSV fRU each felW VXddenl\ TXiWe ceUWain inVide WhaW WhiV
ZaV e[acWl\ ZhaW EdmXnd had dRne.

"BXW Zill he knRZ Whe Za\?" Vaid PeWeU.

"HaV he been in WhiV cRXnWU\ befRUe?" aVked MU. BeaYeU, "haV he eYeU been heUe
alRne?"

"YeV," Vaid LXc\ almRVW in a ZhiVSeU, "I'm afUaid he haV."

"And did he Well \RX ZhaW he'd dRne RU ZhR he'd meW?"

"Well, nR, he didn'W," Vaid PeWeU.

"Then maUk m\ ZRUdV," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "he haV alUead\ meW Whe WhiWe WiWch and
jRined heU Vide, and been WRld ZheUe Vhe liYeV. I didn'W like WR menWiRn iW befRUe (he being
\RXU bURWheU and all) bXW Whe mRmenW I VeW e\eV Rn WhaW bURWheU Rf \RXUV I Vaid WR m\Velf
'TUeacheURXV.' He had Whe lRRk Rf Rne ZhR haV been ZiWh Whe WiWch and eaWen heU fRRd.
YRX can alZa\V Well Whem if \RX'Ye liYed lRng in NaUnia, VRmeWhing abRXW WheiU e\eV."

"All Whe Vame," Vaid PeWeU in a UaWheU chRking VRUW Rf YRice, "Ze'll VWill haYe WR gR and
lRRk fRU him. He iV RXU bURWheU afWeU all, eYen if he iV UaWheU a liWWle beaVW, and he'V Rnl\ a
kid."

"GR WR Whe WiWch'V hRXVe?" Vaid MUV. BeaYeU. "DRn'W \RX Vee WhaW Whe Rnl\ chance Rf
VaYing eiWheU him RU \RXUVelYeV iV WR keeS aZa\ fURm heU?"

"HRZ dR \RX mean?" Vaid LXc\.

"Wh\ all Vhe ZanWV iV WR geW all fRXU Rf \RX (Vhe'V Whinking all Whe Wime Rf WhRVe fRXU
WhURneV aW CaiU PaUaYel). Once \RX ZeUe all fRXU inVide heU hRXVe heU jRb ZRXld be dRne
²and WheUe'd be fRXU neZ VWaWXeV in heU cRllecWiRn befRUe \RX'd had Wime WR VSeak. BXW
Vhe'll keeS him aliYe aV lRng aV he'V Whe Rnl\ Rne Vhe'V gRW, becaXVe Vhe'll ZanW WR XVe him
aV a decR\; aV baiW WR caWch Whe UeVW Rf \RX ZiWh."

"Oh, can QR Rne helS XV?" Zailed LXc\.



"Onl\ AVlan," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "Ze mXVW gR Rn and meeW him. ThaW'V RXU Rnl\ chance
nRZ."

"IW VeemV WR me, m\ deaUV," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU, "WhaW iW iV YeU\ imSRUWanW WR knRZ jXVW
ZKeQ he VliSSed aZa\. HRZ mXch he can Well heU deSendV Rn hRZ mXch he heaUd. FRU
inVWance, had Ze VWaUWed Walking Rf AVlan befRUe he lefW? If nRW, When Ze ma\ dR YeU\ Zell,
fRU Vhe ZRn'W knRZ WhaW AVlan haV cRme WR NaUnia, RU WhaW Ze aUe meeWing him and Zill be
TXiWe Rff heU gXaUd aV faU aV WKaW iV cRnceUned."

"I dRn'W UemembeU hiV being heUe Zhen Ze ZeUe Walking abRXW AVlan²" began PeWeU,
bXW LXc\ inWeUUXSWed him.

"Oh \eV, he ZaV," Vhe Vaid miVeUabl\; "dRn'W \RX UemembeU, iW ZaV he ZhR aVked
ZheWheU Whe WiWch cRXldn'W WXUn AVlan inWR VWRne WRR?"

"SR he did, b\ JRYe," Vaid PeWeU, "jXVW Whe VRUW Rf Whing he ZRXld Va\, WRR!"

"WRUVe and ZRUVe," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "and Whe ne[W Whing iV WhiV. WaV he VWill heUe
Zhen I WRld \RX WhaW Whe Slace fRU meeWing AVlan ZaV Whe SWRne Table?"

And Rf cRXUVe nR Rne kneZ Whe anVZeU WR WhiV TXeVWiRn.

"BecaXVe, if he ZaV," cRnWinXed MU. BeaYeU, "When Vhe'll VimSl\ Vledge dRZn in WhaW
diUecWiRn and geW beWZeen XV and Whe SWRne Table and caWch XV Rn RXU Za\ dRZn. In facW
Ze Vhall be cXW Rff fURm AVlan."

"BXW WhaW iVn'W ZhaW Vhe'll dR fiUVW," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU, "nRW if I knRZ heU. The mRmenW
WhaW EdmXnd WellV heU WhaW Ze'Ue all heUe Vhe'll VeW RXW WR caWch XV WhiV YeU\ nighW, and if
he'V been gRne abRXW half an hRXU, Vhe'll be heUe in abRXW anRWheU WZenW\ minXWeV."

"YRX'Ue UighW, MUV. BeaYeU," Vaid heU hXVband, "Ze mXVW all geW aZa\ fURm heUe.
TheUe'V nRW a mRmenW WR lRVe."

 

CHAP7ER I;

In Whe WiWch'V HoXVe

And nRZ Rf cRXUVe \RX ZanW WR knRZ ZhaW had haSSened WR EdmXnd. He had eaWen
hiV VhaUe Rf Whe dinneU, bXW he hadn'W Ueall\ enjR\ed iW becaXVe he ZaV Whinking all Whe Wime
abRXW TXUkiVh DelighW²and WheUe'V nRWhing WhaW VSRilV Whe WaVWe Rf gRRd RUdinaU\ fRRd
half VR mXch aV Whe memRU\ Rf bad magic fRRd. And he had heaUd Whe cRnYeUVaWiRn and
hadn'W enjR\ed iW mXch eiWheU, becaXVe he keSW Rn Whinking WhaW Whe RWheUV ZeUe Waking nR
nRWice Rf him and WU\ing WR giYe him Whe cRld VhRXldeU. The\ ZeUen'W, bXW he imagined iW.
And When he had liVWened XnWil MU. BeaYeU WRld Whem abRXW AVlan and XnWil he had heaUd
Whe ZhRle aUUangemenW fRU meeWing AVlan aW Whe SWRne Table. IW ZaV When WhaW he began
YeU\ TXieWl\ WR edge himVelf XndeU Whe cXUWain Zhich hXng RYeU Whe dRRU. FRU Whe menWiRn
Rf AVlan gaYe him a m\VWeUiRXV and hRUUible feeling jXVW aV iW gaYe Whe RWheUV a
m\VWeUiRXV and lRYel\ feeling.

JXVW aV MU. BeaYeU had been UeSeaWing Whe Uh\me abRXW AdaP'V fOeVK aQd AdaP'V bRQe
EdmXnd had been YeU\ TXieWl\ WXUning Whe dRRU handle; and jXVW befRUe MU. BeaYeU had
begXn Welling Whem WhaW Whe WhiWe WiWch ZaVn'W Ueall\ hXman aW all bXW half a Jinn and half
a gianWeVV, EdmXnd had gRW RXWVide inWR Whe VnRZ and caXWiRXVl\ clRVed Whe dRRU behind
him.



YRX mXVWn'W Whink WhaW eYen nRZ EdmXnd ZaV TXiWe VR bad WhaW he acWXall\ ZanWed hiV
bURWheU and ViVWeUV WR be WXUned inWR VWRne. He did ZanW TXUkiVh DelighW and WR be a PUince
(and laWeU a King) and WR Sa\ PeWeU RXW fRU calling him a beaVW. AV fRU ZhaW Whe WiWch
ZRXld dR ZiWh Whe RWheUV, he didn'W ZanW heU WR be SaUWicXlaUl\ nice WR Whem²ceUWainl\ nRW
WR SXW Whem Rn Whe Vame leYel aV himVelf²bXW he managed WR belieYe, RU WR SUeWend he
belieYed, WhaW Vhe ZRXldn'W dR an\Whing YeU\ bad WR Whem, "BecaXVe," he Vaid WR himVelf,
"all WheVe SeRSle ZhR Va\ naVW\ WhingV abRXW heU aUe heU enemieV and SURbabl\ half Rf iW
iVn'W WUXe. She ZaV jRll\ nice WR me, an\Za\, mXch niceU Whan Whe\ aUe. I e[SecW Vhe iV Whe
UighWfXl QXeen Ueall\. An\Za\, Vhe'll be beWWeU Whan WhaW aZfXl AVlan!" AW leaVW, WhaW ZaV
Whe e[cXVe he made in hiV RZn mind fRU ZhaW he ZaV dRing. IW ZaVn'W a YeU\ gRRd e[cXVe,
hRZeYeU, fRU deeS dRZn inVide him he Ueall\ kneZ WhaW Whe WhiWe WiWch ZaV bad and
cUXel.

The fiUVW Whing he UealiVed Zhen he gRW RXWVide and fRXnd Whe VnRZ falling all aURXnd
him, ZaV WhaW he had lefW hiV cRaW behind in Whe BeaYeUV' hRXVe. And Rf cRXUVe WheUe ZaV
nR chance Rf gRing back WR geW iW nRZ. The ne[W Whing he UealiVed ZaV WhaW Whe da\lighW
ZaV almRVW gRne, fRU iW had been neaUl\ WhUee R'clRck Zhen Whe\ VaW dRZn WR dinneU and
Whe ZinWeU da\V ZeUe VhRUW. He hadn'W UeckRned Rn WhiV; bXW he had WR make Whe beVW Rf iW.
SR he WXUned XS hiV cRllaU and VhXffled acURVV Whe WRS Rf Whe dam (lXckil\ iW ZaVn'W VR
VliSSeU\ Vince Whe VnRZ had fallen) WR Whe faU Vide Rf Whe UiYeU.

IW ZaV SUeWW\ bad Zhen he Ueached Whe faU Vide. IW ZaV gURZing daUkeU eYeU\ minXWe
and ZhaW ZiWh WhaW and Whe VnRZflakeV VZiUling all URXnd him he cRXld haUdl\ Vee WhUee
feeW ahead. And When WRR WheUe ZaV nR URad. He keSW VliSSing inWR deeS dUifWV Rf VnRZ, and
Vkidding Rn fUR]en SXddleV, and WUiSSing RYeU fallen WUee-WUXnkV, and Vliding dRZn VWeeS
bankV, and baUking hiV VhinV againVW URckV, Will he ZaV ZeW and cRld and bUXiVed all RYeU.
The Vilence and Whe lRnelineVV ZeUe dUeadfXl. In facW I Ueall\ Whink he mighW haYe giYen XS
Whe ZhRle Slan and gRne back and RZned XS and made fUiendV ZiWh Whe RWheUV, if he
hadn'W haSSened WR Va\ WR himVelf, "When I'm King Rf NaUnia Whe fiUVW Whing I Vhall dR Zill
be WR make VRme decenW URadV." And Rf cRXUVe WhaW VeW him Rff Whinking abRXW being a
King and all Whe RWheU WhingV he ZRXld dR and WhiV cheeUed him XS a gRRd deal. He had
jXVW VeWWled in hiV mind ZhaW VRUW Rf Salace he ZRXld haYe and hRZ man\ caUV and all
abRXW hiV SUiYaWe cinema and ZheUe Whe SUinciSal UailZa\V ZRXld UXn and ZhaW laZV he
ZRXld make againVW beaYeUV and damV and ZaV SXWWing Whe finiVhing WRXcheV WR VRme
VchemeV fRU keeSing PeWeU in hiV Slace, Zhen Whe ZeaWheU changed. FiUVW Whe VnRZ
VWRSSed. Then a Zind VSUang XS and iW became fUee]ing cRld. Finall\, Whe clRXdV URlled
aZa\ and Whe mRRn came RXW. IW ZaV a fXll mRRn and, Vhining Rn all WhaW VnRZ, iW made
eYeU\Whing almRVW aV bUighW aV da\²Rnl\ Whe VhadRZV ZeUe UaWheU cRnfXVing.

He ZRXld neYeU haYe fRXnd hiV Za\ if Whe mRRn hadn'W cRme RXW b\ Whe Wime he gRW WR
Whe RWheU UiYeU²\RX UemembeU he had Veen (Zhen Whe\ fiUVW aUUiYed aW Whe BeaYeUV') a
VmalleU UiYeU flRZing inWR Whe gUeaW Rne lRZeU dRZn. He nRZ Ueached WhiV and WXUned WR
fRllRZ iW XS. BXW Whe liWWle Yalle\ dRZn Zhich iW came ZaV mXch VWeeSeU and URckieU Whan
Whe Rne he had jXVW lefW and mXch RYeUgURZn ZiWh bXVheV, VR WhaW he cRXld nRW haYe
managed iW aW all in Whe daUk. EYen aV iW ZaV, he gRW ZeW WhURXgh fRU he had WR VWRRS WR gR
XndeU bUancheV and gUeaW lRadV Rf VnRZ came Vliding Rff Rn WR hiV back. And eYeU\ Wime
WhiV haSSened he WhRXghW mRUe and mRUe hRZ he haWed PeWeU²jXVW aV if all WhiV had been
PeWeU'V faXlW.

BXW aW laVW he came WR a SaUW ZheUe iW ZaV mRUe leYel and Whe Yalle\ RSened RXW. And
WheUe, Rn Whe RWheU Vide Rf Whe UiYeU, TXiWe clRVe WR him, in Whe middle Rf a liWWle Slain
beWZeen WZR hillV, he VaZ ZhaW mXVW be Whe WhiWe WiWch'V hRXVe. And Whe mRRn ZaV
Vhining bUighWeU Whan eYeU. The hRXVe ZaV Ueall\ a Vmall caVWle. IW Veemed WR be all WRZeUV;
liWWle WRZeUV ZiWh lRng SRinWed VSiUeV Rn Whem, VhaUS aV needleV. The\ lRRked like hXge
dXnce'V caSV RU VRUceUeU'V caSV. And Whe\ VhRne in Whe mRRnlighW and WheiU lRng VhadRZV
lRRked VWUange Rn Whe VnRZ! EdmXnd began WR be afUaid Rf Whe hRXVe.



BXW iW ZaV WRR laWe WR Whink Rf WXUning back nRZ. He cURVVed Whe UiYeU Rn Whe ice and
Zalked XS WR Whe hRXVe. TheUe ZaV nRWhing VWiUUing; nRW Whe VlighWeVW VRXnd an\ZheUe.
EYen hiV RZn feeW made nR nRiVe Rn Whe deeS neZl\ fallen VnRZ. He Zalked Rn and Rn,
SaVW cRUneU afWeU cRUneU Rf Whe hRXVe, and SaVW WXUUeW afWeU WXUUeW WR find Whe dRRU. He had WR
gR UighW URXnd WR Whe faU Vide befRUe he fRXnd iW. IW ZaV a hXge aUch bXW Whe gUeaW iURn
gaWeV VWRRd Zide RSen.

EdmXnd cUeSW XS WR Whe aUch and lRRked inVide inWR Whe cRXUW\aUd, and WheUe he VaZ a
VighW WhaW neaUl\ made hiV heaUW VWRS beaWing. JXVW inVide Whe gaWe, ZiWh Whe mRRnlighW
Vhining Rn iW, VWRRd an enRUmRXV liRn cURXched aV if iW ZaV Uead\ WR VSUing. And EdmXnd
VWRRd in Whe VhadRZ Rf Whe aUch, afUaid WR gR Rn and afUaid WR gR back, ZiWh hiV kneeV
knRcking WRgeWheU. He VWRRd WheUe VR lRng WhaW hiV WeeWh ZRXld haYe been chaWWeUing ZiWh
cRld eYen if Whe\ had nRW been chaWWeUing ZiWh feaU. HRZ lRng WhiV Ueall\ laVWed I dRn'W
knRZ, bXW iW Veemed WR EdmXnd WR laVW fRU hRXUV.

Then aW laVW he began WR ZRndeU Zh\ Whe liRn ZaV VWanding VR VWill²fRU iW hadn'W
mRYed Rne inch Vince he fiUVW VeW e\eV Rn iW. EdmXnd nRZ YenWXUed a liWWle neaUeU, VWill
keeSing in Whe VhadRZ Rf Whe aUch aV mXch aV he cRXld. He nRZ VaZ fURm Whe Za\ Whe
liRn ZaV VWanding WhaW iW cRXldn'W haYe been lRRking aW him aW all. ("BXW VXSSRVing iW WXUnV
iWV head?" WhRXghW EdmXnd.) In facW iW ZaV VWaUing aW VRmeWhing elVe²namel\ a liWWle
dZaUf ZhR VWRRd ZiWh hiV back WR iW abRXW fRXU feeW aZa\. "Aha!" WhRXghW EdmXnd.
"When iW VSUingV aW Whe dZaUf When Zill be m\ chance WR eVcaSe." BXW VWill Whe liRn neYeU
mRYed, nRU did Whe dZaUf. And nRZ aW laVW EdmXnd UemembeUed ZhaW Whe RWheUV had Vaid
abRXW Whe WhiWe WiWch WXUning SeRSle inWR VWRne. PeUhaSV WhiV ZaV Rnl\ a VWRne liRn. And
aV VRRn aV he had WhRXghW Rf WhaW he nRWiced WhaW Whe liRn'V back and Whe WRS Rf iWV head
ZeUe cRYeUed ZiWh VnRZ. Of cRXUVe iW mXVW be Rnl\ a VWaWXe! NR liYing animal ZRXld haYe
leW iWVelf geW cRYeUed ZiWh VnRZ. Then YeU\ VlRZl\ and ZiWh hiV heaUW beaWing aV if iW
ZRXld bXUVW, EdmXnd YenWXUed WR gR XS WR Whe liRn. EYen nRZ he haUdl\ daUed WR WRXch iW,
bXW aW laVW he SXW RXW hiV hand, YeU\ TXickl\, and did. IW ZaV cRld VWRne. He had been
fUighWened Rf a meUe VWaWXe!

The Uelief Zhich EdmXnd felW ZaV VR gUeaW WhaW in VSiWe Rf Whe cRld he VXddenl\ gRW
ZaUm all RYeU UighW dRZn WR hiV WReV, and aW Whe Vame Wime WheUe came inWR hiV head ZhaW
Veemed a SeUfecWl\ lRYel\ idea. "PURbabl\," he WhRXghW, "WhiV iV Whe gUeaW LiRn AVlan WhaW
Whe\ ZeUe all Walking abRXW. She'V caXghW him alUead\ and WXUned him inWR VWRne. SR WKaW'V
Whe end Rf all WheiU fine ideaV abRXW him! PRRh! WhR'V afUaid Rf AVlan?"

And he VWRRd WheUe glRaWing RYeU Whe VWRne liRn, and SUeVenWl\ he did VRmeWhing YeU\
Vill\ and childiVh. He WRRk a VWXmS Rf lead Sencil RXW Rf hiV SRckeW and VcUibbled a
mRXVWache Rn Whe liRn'V XSSeU liS and When a SaiU Rf VSecWacleV Rn iWV e\eV. Then he Vaid,
"Yah! Sill\ Rld AVlan! HRZ dR \RX like being a VWRne? YRX WhRXghW \RXUVelf mighW\ fine,
didn'W \RX?" BXW in VSiWe Rf Whe VcUibbleV Rn iW Whe face Rf Whe gUeaW VWRne beaVW VWill lRRked
VR WeUUible, and Vad, and nRble, VWaUing XS in Whe mRRnlighW WhaW EdmXnd didn'W Ueall\ geW
an\ fXn RXW Rf jeeUing aW iW. He WXUned aZa\ and began WR cURVV Whe cRXUW\aUd.

AV he gRW inWR Whe middle Rf iW he VaZ WhaW WheUe ZeUe dR]enV Rf VWaWXeV all abRXW²
VWanding heUe and WheUe UaWheU aV Whe SieceV VWand Rn a cheVV bRaUd Zhen iW iV half Za\
WhURXgh Whe game. TheUe ZeUe VWRne VaW\UV, and VWRne ZRlYeV, and beaUV and fR[eV and
caW-a-mRXnWainV Rf VWRne. TheUe ZeUe lRYel\ VWRne VhaSeV WhaW lRRked like ZRmen bXW
ZhR ZeUe Ueall\ Whe VSiUiWV Rf WUeeV. TheUe ZaV Whe gUeaW VhaSe Rf a cenWaXU and a Zinged
hRUVe and a lRng liWhe cUeaWXUe WhaW EdmXnd WRRk WR be a dUagRn. The\ all lRRked VR
VWUange VWanding WheUe SeUfecWl\ lifelike and alVR SeUfecWl\ VWill, in Whe bUighW cRld
mRRnlighW, WhaW iW ZaV eeUie ZRUk cURVVing Whe cRXUW\aUd. RighW in Whe YeU\ middle VWRRd a
hXge VhaSe like a man, bXW aV Wall aV a WUee, ZiWh a fieUce face and a Vhagg\ beaUd and a
gUeaW clXb in iWV UighW hand. EYen WhRXgh he kneZ WhaW iW ZaV Rnl\ a VWRne gianW and nRW a
liYe Rne, EdmXnd did nRW like gRing SaVW iW.



He nRZ VaZ WhaW WheUe ZaV a dim lighW VhRZing fURm a dRRUZa\ Rn Whe faU Vide Rf Whe
cRXUW\aUd. He ZenW WR iW, WheUe ZaV a flighW Rf VWRne VWeSV gRing XS WR an RSen dRRU.
EdmXnd ZenW XS Whem. AcURVV Whe WhUeVhRld la\ a gUeaW ZRlf:

"IW'V all UighW, iW'V all UighW," he keSW Va\ing WR himVelf, "iW'V Rnl\ a VWRne ZRlf. IW can'W
hXUW me," and he UaiVed hiV leg WR VWeS RYeU iW. InVWanWl\ Whe hXge cUeaWXUe URVe, ZiWh all Whe
haiU bUiVWling alRng iWV back, RSened a gUeaW, Ued mRXWh and Vaid in a gURZling YRice,

"WhR'V WheUe? WhR'V WheUe? SWand VWill, VWUangeU, and Well me ZhR \RX aUe."

"If \RX SleaVe, SiU," Vaid EdmXnd, WUembling VR WhaW he cRXld haUdl\ VSeak, "m\ name
iV EdmXnd, and I'm Whe SRn Rf Adam WhaW HeU MajeVW\ meW in Whe ZRRd Whe RWheU da\ and
I'Ye cRme WR bUing heU Whe neZV WhaW m\ bURWheU and ViVWeUV aUe nRZ in NaUnia²TXiWe
clRVe, in Whe BeaYeUV' hRXVe. She²Vhe ZanWed WR Vee Whem."

"I Zill Well HeU MajeVW\," Vaid Whe WRlf. "MeanZhile, VWand VWill Rn Whe WhUeVhRld, aV
\RX YalXe \RXU life." Then iW YaniVhed inWR Whe hRXVe.

EdmXnd VWRRd and ZaiWed, hiV fingeUV aching ZiWh cRld and hiV heaUW SRXnding in hiV
cheVW, and SUeVenWl\ Whe gUe\ WRlf, FenUiV Ulf, Whe Chief Rf Whe WiWch'V SecUeW PRlice,
came bRXnding back and Vaid, "CRme in! CRme in! FRUWXnaWe faYRXUiWe Rf Whe QXeen²RU
elVe nRW VR fRUWXnaWe."

And EdmXnd ZenW in, Waking gUeaW caUe nRW WR WUead Rn Whe WRlf'V SaZV.

He fRXnd himVelf in a lRng glRRm\ hall ZiWh man\ SillaUV, fXll, aV Whe cRXUW\aUd had
been, Rf VWaWXeV. The Rne neaUeVW Whe dRRU ZaV a liWWle FaXn ZiWh a YeU\ Vad e[SUeVViRn Rn
iWV face, and EdmXnd cRXldn'W helS ZRndeUing if WhiV mighW be LXc\'V fUiend. The Rnl\
lighW came fURm a Vingle lamS and clRVe behind WhiV VaW Whe WhiWe WiWch.

"I'm cRme, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd UXVhing eageUl\ fRUZaUd.

"HRZ daUe \RX cRme alRne?" Vaid Whe WiWch in a WeUUible YRice. "Did I nRW Well \RX WR
bUing Whe RWheUV ZiWh \RX?"

"PleaVe, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd, "I'Ye dRne Whe beVW I can. I'Ye bURXghW Whem
TXiWe clRVe. The\'Ue in Whe liWWle hRXVe Rn WRS Rf Whe dam jXVW XS Whe UiYeU²ZiWh MU. and
MUV. BeaYeU."

A VlRZ cUXel Vmile came RYeU Whe WiWch'V face.

"IV WhiV all \RXU neZV?" Vhe aVked.

"NR, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid EdmXnd, and SURceeded WR Well heU all he had heaUd befRUe
leaYing Whe BeaYeUV' hRXVe.

"WhaW! AVlan?" cUied Whe QXeen, "AVlan! IV WhiV WUXe? If I find \RX haYe lied WR me²"

"PleaVe, I'm Rnl\ UeSeaWing ZhaW Whe\ Vaid," VWammeUed EdmXnd.

BXW Whe QXeen, ZhR ZaV nR lRngeU aWWending WR him, claSSed heU handV. InVWanWl\ Whe
Vame dZaUf ZhRm EdmXnd had Veen ZiWh heU befRUe aSSeaUed.

"Make Uead\ RXU Vledge," RUdeUed Whe WiWch, "and XVe Whe haUneVV ZiWhRXW bellV."

 



CHAP7ER ;

The Spell BeginV Wo Break

NRZ Ze mXVW gR back WR MU. and MUV. BeaYeU and Whe WhUee RWheU childUen. AV VRRn
aV MU. BeaYeU Vaid "TheUe'V nR Wime WR lRVe" eYeU\Rne began bXndling WhemVelYeV inWR
cRaWV, e[ceSW MUV. BeaYeU ZhR VWaUWed Sicking XS VackV and la\ing Whem Rn Whe Wable and
Vaid: "NRZ, MU. BeaYeU, jXVW Ueach dRZn WhaW ham. And heUe'V a SackeW Rf Wea, and WheUe'V
VXgaU, and VRme maWcheV. And if VRmeRne Zill geW WZR RU WhUee lRaYeV RXW Rf Whe cURck
RYeU WheUe in Whe cRUneU."

"WhaW aUe \RX dRing, MUV. BeaYeU?" e[claimed SXVan.

"Packing a lRad fRU each Rf XV, deaUie," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU YeU\ cRRll\. "YRX didn'W
Whink Ze'd VeW RXW Rn a jRXUne\ ZiWh nRWhing WR eaW, did \RX?"

"BXW Ze haYen'W Wime!" Vaid SXVan, bXWWRning Whe cRllaU Rf heU cRaW. "She ma\ be heUe
an\ minXWe."

"ThaW'V ZhaW I Va\," chimed in MU. BeaYeU.

"GeW alRng ZiWh \RX all," Vaid hiV Zife. "Think iW RYeU, MU. BeaYeU. She can'W be heUe
fRU a TXaUWeU Rf an hRXU aW leaVW."

"BXW dRn'W Ze ZanW aV big a VWaUW aV Ze can SRVVibl\ geW," Vaid PeWeU, "if Ze'Ue WR Ueach
Whe SWRne Table befRUe heU?"

"YRX'Ye gRW WR UemembeU WKaW, MUV. BeaYeU," Vaid SXVan. "AV VRRn aV Vhe haV lRRked
in heUe and findV Ze'Ue gRne Vhe'll be Rff aW WRS VSeed."

"ThaW Vhe Zill," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU. "BXW Ze can'W geW WheUe befRUe heU ZhaWeYeU Ze dR,
fRU Vhe'll be Rn a Vledge and Ze'll be Zalking."

"Then²haYe Ze nR hRSe?" Vaid SXVan.

"NRZ dRn'W \RX geW fXVVing, WheUe'V a deaU," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU, "bXW jXVW geW half a
dR]en clean handkeUchiefV RXW Rf WhaW dUaZeU. 'CRXUVe Ze'Ye gRW a hRSe. We can'W geW
WheUe befRUe heU bXW Ze can keeS XndeU cRYeU and gR b\ Za\V Vhe ZRn'W e[SecW and
SeUhaSV Ze'll geW WhURXgh."

"ThaW'V WUXe enRXgh, MUV. BeaYeU," Vaid heU hXVband. "BXW iW'V Wime Ze ZeUe RXW Rf
WhiV."

"And dRn'W \RX VWaUW fXVVing eiWheU, MU. BeaYeU," Vaid hiV Zife. "TheUe. ThaW'V beWWeU.
TheUe'V fRXU lRadV and Whe VmalleVW fRU Whe VmalleVW Rf XV: WhaW'V \RX, m\ deaU," Vhe added
lRRking aW LXc\.

"Oh, dR SleaVe cRme Rn," Vaid LXc\.

"Well, I'm neaUl\ Uead\ nRZ," anVZeUed MUV. BeaYeU aW laVW allRZing heU hXVband WR
helS heU inWR heU VnRZ bRRWV. "I VXSSRVe Whe VeZing machine'V WRR heaY\ WR bUing?"

"YeV. IW LV," Vaid MU. BeaYeU. "A gUeaW deal WRR heaY\. And \RX dRn'W Whink \RX'll be
able WR XVe iW Zhile Ze'Ue Rn Whe UXn, I VXSSRVe?"

"I can'W abide Whe WhRXghW Rf WhaW WiWch fiddling ZiWh iW," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU, "and
bUeaking iW RU VWealing iW, aV likel\ aV nRW."



"Oh, SleaVe, SleaVe, SleaVe, dR hXUU\!" Vaid Whe WhUee childUen. And VR aW laVW Whe\ all
gRW RXWVide and MU. BeaYeU lRcked Whe dRRU ("IW'll dela\ heU a biW," he Vaid) and Whe\ VeW
Rff, all caUU\ing WheiU lRadV RYeU WheiU VhRXldeUV.

The VnRZ had VWRSSed and Whe mRRn had cRme RXW Zhen Whe\ began WheiU jRXUne\.
The\ ZenW in Vingle file²fiUVW MU. BeaYeU, When LXc\, When PeWeU, When SXVan, and MUV.
BeaYeU laVW Rf all. MU. BeaYeU led Whem acURVV Whe dam and RnWR Whe UighW bank Rf Whe UiYeU
and When alRng a YeU\ URXgh VRUW Rf SaWh amRng Whe WUeeV UighW dRZn b\ Whe UiYeU-bank.
The VideV Rf Whe Yalle\, Vhining in Whe mRRnlighW, WRZeUed XS faU abRYe Whem Rn eiWheU
hand. "BeVW keeS dRZn heUe aV mXch aV SRVVible," he Vaid. "She'll haYe WR keeS WR Whe WRS,
fRU \RX cRXldn'W bUing a Vledge dRZn heUe."

IW ZRXld haYe been a SUeWW\ enRXgh Vcene WR lRRk aW iW WhURXgh a ZindRZ fURm a
cRmfRUWable aUmchaiU; and eYen aV WhingV ZeUe, LXc\ enjR\ed iW aW fiUVW. BXW aV Whe\ ZenW
Rn Zalking and Zalking²and Zalking²and aV Whe Vack Vhe ZaV caUU\ing felW heaYieU
and heaYieU, Vhe began WR ZRndeU hRZ Vhe ZaV gRing WR keeS XS aW all. And Vhe VWRSSed
lRRking aW Whe da]]ling bUighWneVV Rf Whe fUR]en UiYeU ZiWh all iWV ZaWeUfallV Rf ice and aW
Whe ZhiWe maVVeV Rf Whe WUee-WRSV and Whe gUeaW glaUing mRRn and Whe cRXnWleVV VWaUV and
cRXld Rnl\ ZaWch Whe liWWle VhRUW legV Rf MU. BeaYeU gRing Sad-Sad-Sad-Sad WhURXgh Whe
VnRZ in fURnW Rf heU aV if Whe\ ZeUe neYeU gRing WR VWRS. Then Whe mRRn diVaSSeaUed and
Whe VnRZ began WR fall Rnce mRUe. And aW laVW LXc\ ZaV VR WiUed WhaW Vhe ZaV almRVW
aVleeS and Zalking aW Whe Vame Wime Zhen VXddenl\ Vhe fRXnd WhaW MU. BeaYeU had WXUned
aZa\ fURm Whe UiYeU bank WR Whe UighW and ZaV leading Whem VWeeSl\ XShill inWR Whe YeU\
WhickeVW bXVheV. And When aV Vhe came fXll\ aZake Vhe fRXnd WhaW MU. BeaYeU ZaV jXVW
YaniVhing inWR a liWWle hRle in Whe bank Zhich had been almRVW hidden XndeU Whe bXVheV
XnWil \RX ZeUe TXiWe Rn WRS Rf iW. In facW, b\ Whe Wime Vhe UealiVed ZhaW ZaV haSSening,
Rnl\ hiV VhRUW flaW Wail ZaV VhRZing.

LXc\ immediaWel\ VWRRSed dRZn and cUaZled in afWeU him. Then Vhe heaUd nRiVeV Rf
VcUambling and SXffing and SanWing behind heU and in a mRmenW all fiYe Rf Whem ZeUe
inVide.

"WheUeYeU iV WhiV?" Vaid PeWeU'V YRice, VRXnding WiUed and Sale in Whe daUkneVV. (I hRSe
\RX knRZ ZhaW I mean b\ a YRice VRXnding Sale.)

"IW'V an Rld hiding-Slace fRU beaYeUV in bad WimeV," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, "and a gUeaW
VecUeW. IW'V nRW mXch Rf a Slace bXW Ze mXVW geW a feZ hRXUV' VleeS."

"If \RX hadn'W all been in VXch a SlagXe\ fXVV Zhen Ze ZeUe VWaUWing, I'd haYe bURXghW
VRme SillRZV," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU.

IW ZaVn'W neaUl\ VXch a nice caYe aV MU. TXmnXV'V, LXc\ WhRXghW²jXVW a hRle in Whe
gURXnd bXW dU\ and eaUWh\. IW ZaV YeU\ Vmall VR WhaW Zhen Whe\ all la\ dRZn Whe\ ZeUe all
a bXndle Rf fXU and clRWheV WRgeWheU, and ZhaW ZiWh WhaW and being ZaUmed XS b\ WheiU
lRng Zalk Whe\ ZeUe Ueall\ UaWheU VnXg. If Rnl\ Whe flRRU Rf Whe caYe had been a liWWle
VmRRWheU! Then MUV. BeaYeU handed URXnd in Whe daUk a liWWle flaVk RXW Rf Zhich eYeU\Rne
dUank VRmeWhing²iW made Rne cRXgh and VSlXWWeU a liWWle and VWXng Whe WhURaW bXW iW alVR
made \RX feel deliciRXVl\ ZaUm afWeU \RX'd VZallRZed iW²and eYeU\Rne ZenW VWUaighW WR
VleeS.

IW Veemed WR LXc\ Rnl\ Whe ne[W minXWe (WhRXgh Ueall\ iW ZaV hRXUV and hRXUV laWeU)
Zhen Vhe ZRke XS feeling a liWWle cRld and dUeadfXll\ VWiff and Whinking hRZ Vhe ZRXld
like a hRW baWh. Then Vhe felW a VeW Rf lRng ZhiVkeUV Wickling heU cheek and VaZ Whe cRld
da\lighW cRming in WhURXgh Whe mRXWh Rf Whe caYe. BXW immediaWel\ afWeU WhaW Vhe ZaV
YeU\ Zide aZake indeed, and VR ZaV eYeU\Rne elVe. In facW Whe\ ZeUe all ViWWing XS ZiWh
WheiU mRXWhV and e\eV Zide RSen, liVWening WR a VRXnd Zhich ZaV Whe YeU\ VRXnd Whe\'d all
been Whinking Rf (and VRmeWimeV imagining Whe\ heaUd) dXUing WheiU Zalk laVW nighW. IW
ZaV a VRXnd Rf jingling bellV.



MU. BeaYeU ZaV RXW Rf Whe caYe like a flaVh Whe mRmenW he heaUd iW. PeUhaSV \RX Whink,
aV LXc\ WhRXghW fRU a mRmenW, WhaW WhiV ZaV a YeU\ Vill\ Whing fRU him WR dR? BXW iW ZaV
Ueall\ a YeU\ VenVible Rne. He kneZ he cRXld VcUamble WR Whe WRS Rf Whe bank amRng
bXVheV and bUambleV ZiWhRXW being Veen; and he ZanWed abRYe all WhingV WR Vee Zhich
Za\ Whe WiWch'V Vledge ZenW. The RWheUV all VaW in Whe caYe ZaiWing and ZRndeUing. The\
ZaiWed neaUl\ fiYe minXWeV. Then Whe\ heaUd VRmeWhing WhaW fUighWened Whem YeU\ mXch.
The\ heaUd YRiceV. "Oh," WhRXghW LXc\, "he'V been Veen. She'V caXghW him!"

GUeaW ZaV WheiU VXUSUiVe Zhen, a liWWle laWeU, Whe\ heaUd MU. BeaYeU'V YRice calling WR
Whem fURm jXVW RXWVide Whe caYe.

"IW'V all UighW," he ZaV VhRXWing. "CRme RXW, MUV. BeaYeU. CRme RXW, SRnV and
DaXghWeUV Rf Adam and EYe. IW'V all UighW! IW iVn'W KeU!" ThiV ZaV bad gUammaU Rf cRXUVe,
bXW WhaW iV hRZ beaYeUV Walk Zhen Whe\ aUe e[ciWed; I mean, in NaUnia²in RXU ZRUld Whe\
XVXall\ dRn'W Walk aW all.

SR MUV. BeaYeU and Whe childUen came bXndling RXW Rf Whe caYe, all blinking in Whe
da\lighW, and ZiWh eaUWh all RYeU Whem, and lRRking YeU\ fURZVW\ and XnbUXVhed and
XncRmbed and ZiWh Whe VleeS in WheiU e\eV.

"CRme Rn!" cUied MU. BeaYeU, ZhR ZaV almRVW dancing ZiWh delighW. "CRme and Vee!
ThiV iV a naVW\ knRck fRU Whe WiWch! IW lRRkV aV if heU SRZeU ZaV alUead\ cUXmbling."

"WhaW dR \RX mean, MU. BeaYeU?" SanWed PeWeU aV Whe\ all VcUambled XS Whe VWeeS
bank Rf Whe Yalle\ WRgeWheU.

"Didn'W I Well \RX," anVZeUed MU. BeaYeU, "WhaW Vhe'd made iW alZa\V ZinWeU and neYeU
ChUiVWmaV? Didn'W I Well \RX? Well, jXVW cRme and Vee!"

And When Whe\ ZeUe all aW Whe WRS and did Vee.

IW ZaV a Vledge, and iW ZaV UeindeeU ZiWh bellV Rn WheiU haUneVV. BXW Whe\ ZeUe faU
biggeU Whan Whe WiWch'V UeindeeU, and Whe\ ZeUe nRW ZhiWe bXW bURZn. And Rn Whe Vledge
VaW a SeUVRn ZhRm eYeU\Rne kneZ Whe mRmenW Whe\ VeW e\eV Rn him. He ZaV a hXge man
in a bUighW Ued URbe (bUighW aV hRll\-beUUieV) ZiWh a hRRd WhaW had fXU inVide iW and a gUeaW
ZhiWe beaUd WhaW fell like a fRam\ ZaWeUfall RYeU hiV cheVW. EYeU\Rne kneZ him becaXVe,
WhRXgh \RX Vee SeRSle Rf hiV VRUW Rnl\ in NaUnia, \RX Vee SicWXUeV Rf Whem and heaU Whem
Walked abRXW eYen in RXU ZRUld²Whe ZRUld Rn WhiV Vide Rf Whe ZaUdURbe dRRU. BXW Zhen
\RX Ueall\ Vee Whem in NaUnia iW iV UaWheU diffeUenW. SRme Rf Whe SicWXUeV Rf FaWheU
ChUiVWmaV in RXU ZRUld make him lRRk Rnl\ fXnn\ and jRll\. BXW nRZ WhaW Whe childUen
acWXall\ VWRRd lRRking aW him Whe\ didn'W find iW TXiWe like WhaW. He ZaV VR big, and VR glad,
and VR Ueal, WhaW Whe\ all became TXiWe VWill. The\ felW YeU\ glad, bXW alVR VRlemn.

"I'Ye cRme aW laVW," Vaid he. "She haV keSW me RXW fRU a lRng Wime, bXW I haYe gRW in aW
laVW. AVlan iV Rn Whe mRYe. The WiWch'V magic iV Zeakening."

And LXc\ felW UXnning WhURXgh heU WhaW deeS VhiYeU Rf gladneVV Zhich \RX Rnl\ geW if
\RX aUe being VRlemn and VWill.

"And nRZ," Vaid FaWheU ChUiVWmaV, "fRU \RXU SUeVenWV. TheUe iV a neZ and beWWeU
VeZing machine fRU \RX, MUV. BeaYeU. I Zill dURS iW in \RXU hRXVe aV I SaVV."

"If \RX SleaVe, ViU," Vaid MUV. BeaYeU, making a cXUWVe\. "IW'V lRcked XS."

"LRckV and bRlWV make nR diffeUence WR me," Vaid FaWheU ChUiVWmaV. "And aV fRU \RX,
MU. BeaYeU, Zhen \RX geW hRme \RX Zill find \RXU dam finiVhed and mended and all Whe
leakV VWRSSed and a neZ VlXice gaWe fiWWed."



MU. BeaYeU ZaV VR SleaVed WhaW he RSened hiV mRXWh YeU\ Zide and When fRXnd he
cRXldn'W Va\ an\Whing aW all.

"PeWeU, Adam'V SRn," Vaid FaWheU ChUiVWmaV.

"HeUe, SiU," Vaid PeWeU.

"TheVe aUe \RXU SUeVenWV," ZaV Whe anVZeU, "and Whe\ aUe WRRlV nRW WR\V. The Wime WR
XVe Whem iV SeUhaSV neaU aW hand. BeaU Whem Zell." WiWh WheVe ZRUdV he handed WR PeWeU a
Vhield and a VZRUd. The Vhield ZaV Whe cRlRXU Rf VilYeU and acURVV iW WheUe UamSed a Ued
liRn, aV bUighW aV a UiSe VWUaZbeUU\ aW Whe mRmenW Zhen \RX Sick iW. The hilW Rf Whe VZRUd
ZaV Rf gRld and iW had a VheaWh and a VZRUd belW and eYeU\Whing iW needed, and iW ZaV jXVW
Whe UighW Vi]e and ZeighW fRU PeWeU WR XVe. PeWeU ZaV VilenW and VRlemn aV he UeceiYed WheVe
gifWV fRU he felW Whe\ ZeUe a YeU\ VeUiRXV kind Rf SUeVenW.

"SXVan, EYe'V DaXghWeU," Vaid FaWheU ChUiVWmaV. "TheVe aUe fRU \RX," and he handed
heU a bRZ and a TXiYeU fXll Rf aUURZV and a liWWle iYRU\ hRUn. "YRX mXVW XVe Whe bRZ Rnl\
in gUeaW need," he Vaid, "fRU I dR nRW mean \RX WR fighW in Whe baWWle. IW dReV nRW eaVil\
miVV. And Zhen \RX SXW WhiV hRUn WR \RXU liSV and blRZ iW, When, ZheUeYeU \RX aUe, I Whink
helS Rf VRme kind Zill cRme WR \RX."

LaVW Rf all he Vaid, "LXc\, EYe'V DaXghWeU," and LXc\ came fRUZaUd. He gaYe heU a
liWWle bRWWle Rf ZhaW lRRked like glaVV (bXW SeRSle Vaid afWeUZaUdV WhaW iW ZaV made Rf
diamRnd) and a Vmall daggeU. "In WhiV bRWWle," he Vaid, "WheUe iV a cRUdial made Rf Whe jXice
Rf Rne Rf Whe fiUe-flRZeUV WhaW gURZ in Whe mRXnWainV Rf Whe VXn. If \RX RU an\ Rf \RXU
fUiendV aUe hXUW, a feZ dURSV Rf WhiV Zill UeVWRUe \RX. And Whe daggeU iV WR defend \RXUVelf
aW gUeaW need. FRU \RX alVR aUe nRW WR be in Whe baWWle."

"Wh\, SiU," Vaid LXc\. "I Whink²I dRn'W knRZ²bXW I Whink I cRXld be bUaYe enRXgh."

"ThaW iV nRW Whe SRinW," he Vaid. "BXW baWWleV aUe Xgl\ Zhen ZRmen fighW. And nRZ"²
heUe he VXddenl\ lRRked leVV gUaYe²"heUe iV VRmeWhing fRU Whe mRmenW fRU \RX all!" and
he bURXghW RXW (I VXSSRVe fURm Whe big bag aW hiV back, bXW nRbRd\ TXiWe VaZ him dR iW) a
laUge WUa\ cRnWaining fiYe cXSV and VaXceUV, a bRZl Rf lXmS VXgaU, a jXg Rf cUeam, and a
gUeaW big WeaSRW all Vi]]ling and SiSing hRW. Then he cUied RXW "A MeUU\ ChUiVWmaV! LRng
liYe Whe WUXe King!" and cUacked hiV ZhiS and he and Whe UeindeeU and Whe Vledge and all
ZeUe RXW Rf VighW befRUe an\Rne UealiVed WhaW Whe\ had VWaUWed.

PeWeU had jXVW dUaZn hiV VZRUd RXW Rf iWV VheaWh and ZaV VhRZing iW WR MU. BeaYeU
Zhen MUV. BeaYeU Vaid:

"NRZ When, nRZ When! DRn'W VWand Walking WheUe Will Whe Wea'V gRW cRld. JXVW like men.
CRme and helS WR caUU\ Whe WUa\ dRZn and Ze'll haYe bUeakfaVW. WhaW a meUc\ I WhRXghW
Rf bUinging Whe bUead-knife."

SR dRZn Whe VWeeS bank Whe\ ZenW and back WR Whe caYe, and MU. BeaYeU cXW VRme Rf
Whe bUead and ham inWR VandZicheV and MUV. BeaYeU SRXUed RXW Whe Wea and eYeU\Rne
enjR\ed himVelf. BXW lRng befRUe Whe\ had finiVhed enjR\ing WhemVelYeV MU. BeaYeU Vaid,
"Time WR be mRYing Rn nRZ."
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EdmXnd meanZhile had been haYing a mRVW diVaSSRinWing Wime. When Whe DZaUf had
gRne WR geW Whe Vledge Uead\ he e[SecWed WhaW Whe WiWch ZRXld VWaUW being nice WR him, aV
Vhe had been aW WheiU laVW meeWing. BXW Vhe Vaid nRWhing aW all. And Zhen aW laVW EdmXnd
SlXcked XS hiV cRXUage WR Va\, "PleaVe, \RXU MajeVW\, cRXld I haYe VRme TXUkiVh DelighW?
YRX²\RX²Vaid²" Vhe anVZeUed, "Silence, fRRl!" Then Vhe aSSeaUed WR change heU
mind and Vaid, aV if WR heUVelf, "And \eW iW Zill nRW dR WR haYe Whe bUaW fainWing Rn Whe
Za\," and Rnce mRUe claSSed heU handV. AnRWheU dZaUf aSSeaUed. "BUing Whe hXman
cUeaWXUe fRRd and dUink," Vhe Vaid. The DZaUf ZenW aZa\ and SUeVenWl\ UeWXUned bUinging
an iURn bRZl ZiWh VRme ZaWeU in iW and an iURn SlaWe ZiWh a hXnk Rf dU\ bUead Rn iW. He
gUinned in a UeSXlViYe manneU aV he VeW Whem dRZn Whe flRRU beVide EdmXnd and Vaid:

"TXUkiVh DelighW fRU Whe liWWle PUince. Ha! Ha! Ha!"

"Take iW aZa\," Vaid EdmXnd VXlkil\. "I dRn'W ZanW dU\ bUead." BXW Whe WiWch VXddenl\
WXUned Rn him ZiWh VXch a WeUUible e[SUeVViRn Rn heU face WhaW he aSRlRgiVed and began WR
nibble aW Whe bUead, WhRXgh iW ZaV VR VWale he cRXld haUdl\ geW iW dRZn.

"YRX ma\ be glad enRXgh Rf iW befRUe \RX WaVWe bUead again," Vaid Whe WiWch.

While he ZaV VWill cheZing aZa\ Whe fiUVW dZaUf came back and annRXnced WhaW Whe
Vledge ZaV Uead\. The WhiWe WiWch URVe and ZenW RXW, RUdeUing EdmXnd WR gR ZiWh heU.
The VnRZ ZaV again falling aV Whe\ came inWR Whe cRXUW\aUd bXW Vhe WRRk nR nRWice Rf WhaW
and made EdmXnd ViW beVide heU Rn Whe Vledge. BXW befRUe Whe\ dURYe Rff Vhe called
FenUiV Ulf and he came bRXnding like an enRUmRXV dRg WR Whe Vide Rf Whe Vledge.

"Take ZiWh \RX Whe VZifWeVW Rf \RXU ZRlYeV and gR aW Rnce WR Whe hRXVe Rf Whe
BeaYeUV," Vaid Whe WiWch, "and kill ZhaWeYeU \RX find WheUe. If Whe\ aUe alUead\ gRne, When
make all VSeed WR Whe SWRne Table, bXW dR nRW be Veen. WaiW fRU me WheUe in hiding. I
meanZhile mXVW gR man\ mileV WR Whe WeVW befRUe I find a Slace ZheUe I can dUiYe acURVV
Whe UiYeU. YRX ma\ RYeUWake WheVe hXmanV befRUe Whe\ Ueach Whe SWRne Table. YRX Zill
knRZ ZhaW WR dR if \RX find Whem!"

"I heaU and Rbe\, O QXeen," gURZled Whe WRlf; and immediaWel\ he VhRW aZa\ inWR Whe
VnRZ and daUkneVV, aV TXickl\ aV a hRUVe can gallRS. In a feZ minXWeV he had called
anRWheU ZRlf and ZaV ZiWh him dRZn Rn Whe dam and Vniffing aW Whe BeaYeUV' hRXVe. BXW
Rf cRXUVe Whe\ fRXnd iW emSW\. IW ZRXld haYe been a dUeadfXl Whing fRU Whe BeaYeUV and Whe
childUen if Whe nighW had Uemained fine, fRU Whe ZRlYeV ZRXld When haYe been able WR
fRllRZ WheiU WUail²and Wen WR Rne ZRXld haYe RYeUWaken Whem befRUe Whe\ had gRW WR Whe
caYe. BXW nRZ WhaW Whe VnRZ had begXn again Whe VcenW ZaV cRld and eYen Whe fRRWSUinWV
ZeUe cRYeUed XS.

MeanZhile Whe DZaUf ZhiSSed XS Whe UeindeeU and Whe WiWch and EdmXnd dURYe RXW
XndeU Whe aUchZa\ and Rn and aZa\ inWR Whe daUkneVV and Whe cRld. ThiV ZaV a WeUUible
jRXUne\ fRU EdmXnd ZhR had nR cRaW. BefRUe Whe\ had been gRing a TXaUWeU Rf ah hRXU all
Whe fURnW Rf him ZaV cRYeUed ZiWh VnRZ²he VRRn VWRSSed WU\ing WR Vhake iW Rff becaXVe,
aV TXickl\ aV he did WhaW, a neZ lRW gaWheUed, and he ZaV VR WiUed. SRRn he ZaV ZeW WR Whe
Vkin. And Rh, hRZ miVeUable he ZaV. IW didn'W lRRk nRZ aV if Whe WiWch inWended WR make
him a King! All Whe WhingV he had Vaid WR make himVelf belieYe WhaW Vhe ZaV gRRd and
kind and WhaW heU Vide ZaV Ueall\ Whe UighW Vide VRXnded WR him Vill\ nRZ. He ZRXld haYe
giYen an\Whing WR meeW Whe RWheUV aW WhiV mRmenW²eYen PeWeU! The Rnl\ Za\ WR cRmfRUW
himVelf nRZ ZaV WR WU\ WR belieYe WhaW Whe ZhRle Whing ZaV a dUeam and WhaW he mighW
Zake XS aW an\ mRmenW. And aV Whe\ ZenW Rn, hRXU afWeU hRXU, iW did cRme WR Veem like a
dUeam.

ThiV laVWed lRngeU Whan I cRXld deVcUibe eYen if I ZURWe SageV and SageV abRXW iW. BXW I
Zill VkiS Rn WR Whe Wime Zhen Whe VnRZ had VWRSSed and Whe mRUning had cRme and Whe\
ZeUe Uacing alRng in Whe da\lighW. And VWill Whe\ ZenW Rn and Rn, ZiWh nR VRXnd bXW Whe
eYeUlaVWing VZiVh Rf Whe VnRZ and Whe cUeaking Rf Whe UeindeeU'V haUneVV. And When aW laVW
Whe WiWch Vaid, "WhaW haYe Ze heUe? SWRS!" and Whe\ did.



HRZ EdmXnd hRSed Vhe ZaV gRing WR Va\ VRmeWhing abRXW bUeakfaVW! BXW Vhe had
VWRSSed fRU TXiWe a diffeUenW UeaVRn. A liWWle Za\ Rff aW Whe fRRW Rf a WUee VaW a meUU\ SaUW\,
a VTXiUUel and hiV Zife ZiWh WheiU childUen and WZR VaW\UV and a dZaUf and an Rld dRg-fR[,
all Rn VWRRlV URXnd a Wable. EdmXnd cRXldn'W TXiWe Vee ZhaW Whe\ ZeUe eaWing, bXW iW
Vmelled lRYel\ and WheUe Veemed WR be decRUaWiRnV Rf hRll\ and he ZaVn'W aW all VXUe WhaW
he didn'W Vee VRmeWhing like a SlXm SXdding. AW Whe mRmenW Zhen Whe Vledge VWRSSed, Whe
FR[, ZhR ZaV RbYiRXVl\ Whe RldeVW SeUVRn SUeVenW, had jXVW UiVen WR iWV feeW, hRlding a
glaVV in iWV UighW SaZ aV if iW ZaV gRing WR Va\ VRmeWhing. BXW Zhen Whe ZhRle SaUW\ VaZ
Whe Vledge VWRSSing and ZhR ZaV in iW, all Whe gaieW\ ZenW RXW Rf WheiU faceV. The faWheU
VTXiUUel VWRSSed eaWing ZiWh hiV fRUk half-Za\ WR hiV mRXWh and Rne Rf Whe VaW\UV VWRSSed
ZiWh iWV fRUk acWXall\ in iWV mRXWh, and Whe bab\ VTXiUUelV VTXealed ZiWh WeUURU.

"WhaW iV Whe meaning Rf WhiV?" aVked Whe WiWch QXeen. NRbRd\ anVZeUed.

"SSeak, YeUmin!" Vhe Vaid again. "OU dR \RX ZanW m\ dZaUf WR find \RX a WRngXe ZiWh
hiV ZhiS? WhaW iV Whe meaning Rf all WhiV glXWWRn\, WhiV ZaVWe, WhiV Velf indXlgence?
WheUe did \RX geW all WheVe WhingV?"

"PleaVe, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid Whe FR[, "Ze ZeUe giYen Whem. And if I mighW make VR
bRld aV WR dUink \RXU MajeVW\'V YeU\ gRRd healWh²"

"WhR gaYe Whem WR \RX?" Vaid Whe WiWch.

"F-F-F-FaWheU ChUiVWmaV," VWammeUed Whe FR[.

"WhaW?" URaUed Whe WiWch, VSUinging fURm Whe Vledge and Waking a feZ VWUideV neaUeU
WR Whe WeUUified animalV. "He haV nRW been heUe! He cannRW haYe been heUe! HRZ daUe \RX
²bXW nR. Sa\ \RX haYe been l\ing and \RX Vhall eYen nRZ be fRUgiYen."

AW WhaW mRmenW Rne Rf Whe \RXng VTXiUUelV lRVW iWV head cRmSleWel\.

"He haV²he haV²he haV!" iW VTXeaked beaWing iWV liWWle VSRRn Rn Whe Wable. EdmXnd
VaZ Whe WiWch biWe heU liSV VR WhaW a dURS Rf blRRd aSSeaUed Rn heU ZhiWe cheek. Then Vhe
UaiVed heU Zand. "Oh dRn'W, dRn'W, SleaVe dRn'W," VhRXWed EdmXnd, bXW eYen Zhile he ZaV
VhRXWing Vhe had ZaYed heU Zand and inVWanWl\ ZheUe Whe meUU\ SaUW\ had been WheUe
ZeUe Rnl\ VWaWXeV Rf cUeaWXUeV (Rne ZiWh iWV VWRne fRUk fi[ed fRUeYeU half-Za\ WR iWV VWRne
mRXWh) VeaWed URXnd a VWRne Wable Rn Zhich WheUe ZeUe VWRne SlaWeV and a VWRne SlXm
SXdding.

"AV fRU \RX," Vaid Whe WiWch, giYing EdmXnd a VWXnning blRZ Rn Whe face aV Vhe Ue-
mRXnWed Whe Vledge, "leW WhaW Weach \RX WR aVk faYRXU fRU VSieV and WUaiWRUV. DUiYe Rn!"
And EdmXnd fRU Whe fiUVW Wime in WhiV VWRU\ felW VRUU\ fRU VRmeRne beVideV himVelf. IW
Veemed VR SiWifXl WR Whink Rf WhRVe liWWle VWRne figXUeV ViWWing WheUe all Whe VilenW da\V and
all Whe daUk nighWV, \eaU afWeU \eaU, Will Whe mRVV gUeZ Rn Whem and aW laVW eYen WheiU faceV
cUXmbled aZa\.

NRZ Whe\ ZeUe VWeadil\ Uacing Rn again. And VRRn EdmXnd nRWiced WhaW Whe VnRZ
Zhich VSlaVhed againVW Whem aV Whe\ UXVhed WhURXgh iW ZaV mXch ZeWWeU Whan iW had been
all laVW nighW. AW Whe Vame Wime he nRWiced WhaW he ZaV feeling mXch leVV cRld. IW ZaV alVR
becRming fRgg\. In facW eYeU\ minXWe iW gUeZ bRWh fRggieU and ZaUmeU. And Whe Vledge
ZaV nRW UXnning neaUl\ aV Zell aV iW had been UXnning XS Will nRZ. AW fiUVW he WhRXghW WhiV
ZaV becaXVe Whe UeindeeU ZeUe WiUed, bXW VRRn he VaZ WhaW WhaW cRXldn'W be Whe Ueal UeaVRn.
The Vledge jeUked, and Vkidded, and keSW Rn jRlWing aV if iW had VWUXck againVW VWRneV. And
hRZeYeU Whe DZaUf ZhiSSed Whe SRRU UeindeeU Whe Vledge ZenW VlRZeU and VlRZeU. TheUe
alVR Veemed WR be a cXUiRXV nRiVe all URXnd Whem bXW Whe nRiVe Rf WheiU dUiYing and jRlWing
and Whe DZaUf'V VhRXWing aW Whe UeindeeU SUeYenWed EdmXnd fURm heaUing ZhaW iW ZaV,
XnWil VXddenl\ Whe Vledge VWXck VR faVW WhaW iW ZRXldn'W gR Rn aW all. When WhaW haSSened
WheUe ZaV a mRmenW'V Vilence. And in WhaW Vilence EdmXnd cRXld aW laVW liVWen WR Whe RWheU
nRiVe SURSeUl\. A VWUange, VZeeW, UXVWling, chaWWeUing nRiVe²and \eW nRW VR VWUange, fRU he



kneZ he'd heaUd iW befRUe²if Rnl\ he cRXld UemembeU ZheUe! Then all aW Rnce he did
UemembeU. IW ZaV Whe nRiVe Rf UXnning ZaWeU. All URXnd Whem, WhRXgh RXW Rf VighW, WheUe
ZeUe VWUeamV chaWWeUing, mXUmXUing, bXbbling, VSlaVhing and eYen (in Whe diVWance)
URaUing. And hiV heaUW gaYe a gUeaW leaS (WhRXgh he haUdl\ kneZ Zh\) Zhen he UealiVed
WhaW Whe fURVW ZaV RYeU. And mXch neaUeU WheUe ZaV a dUiS-dUiS-dUiS fURm Whe bUancheV Rf
all Whe WUeeV. And When, aV he lRRked aW Rne WUee he VaZ a gUeaW lRad Rf VnRZ Vlide Rff iW
and fRU Whe fiUVW Wime Vince he had enWeUed NaUnia he VaZ Whe daUk gUeen Rf a fiU WUee. BXW
he hadn'W Wime WR liVWen RU ZaWch an\ lRngeU fRU Whe WiWch Vaid:

"DRn'W ViW VWaUing, fRRl! GeW RXW and helS."

And Rf cRXUVe EdmXnd had WR Rbe\. He VWeSSed RXW inWR Whe VnRZ²bXW iW ZaV Ueall\
Rnl\ VlXVh b\ nRZ²and began helSing Whe DZaUf WR geW Whe Vledge RXW Rf Whe mXdd\ hRle
iW had gRW inWR. The\ gRW iW RXW in Whe end, and b\ being YeU\ cUXel WR Whe UeindeeU Whe
DZaUf managed WR geW iW Rn Whe mRYe again, and Whe\ dURYe a liWWle fXUWheU. And nRZ Whe
VnRZ ZaV Ueall\ melWing in eaUneVW and SaWcheV Rf gUeen gUaVV ZeUe beginning WR aSSeaU
in eYeU\ diUecWiRn. UnleVV \RX haYe lRRked aW a ZRUld Rf VnRZ aV lRng aV EdmXnd had
been lRRking aW iW, \RX Zill haUdl\ be able WR imagine ZhaW a Uelief WhRVe gUeen SaWcheV
ZeUe afWeU Whe endleVV ZhiWe. Then Whe Vledge VWRSSed again.

"IW'V nR gRRd, \RXU MajeVW\," Vaid Whe DZaUf. "We can'W Vledge in WhiV WhaZ."

"Then Ze mXVW Zalk," Vaid Whe WiWch.

"We Vhall neYeU RYeUWake Whem Zalking," gURZled Whe dZaUf. "NRW ZiWh Whe VWaUW
Whe\'Ye gRW."

"AUe \RX m\ cRXncillRU RU m\ VlaYe?" Vaid Whe WiWch. "DR aV \RX'Ue WRld. Tie Whe
handV Rf Whe hXman cUeaWXUe behind iW and keeS hRld Rf Whe end Rf Whe URSe. And Wake
\RXU ZhiS. And cXW Whe haUneVV Rf Whe UeindeeU; Whe\'ll find WheiU RZn Za\ hRme."

The DZaUf Rbe\ed, and in a feZ minXWeV EdmXnd fRXnd himVelf being fRUced WR Zalk
aV faVW aV he cRXld ZiWh hiV handV Wied behind him. He keSW Rn VliSSing in Whe VlXVh and
mXd and ZeW gUaVV, and eYeU\ Wime he VliSSed Whe DZaUf gaYe him a cXUVe and VRmeWimeV
a flick ZiWh Whe ZhiS. The WiWch Zalked behind Whe dZaUf and keSW Rn Va\ing, "FaVWeU!
FaVWeU!"

EYeU\ mRmenW Whe SaWcheV Rf gUeen gUeZ biggeU and Whe SaWcheV Rf VnRZ gUeZ
VmalleU. EYeU\ mRmenW mRUe and mRUe Rf Whe WUeeV VhRRk Rff WheiU URbeV Rf VnRZ. SRRn,
ZheUeYeU \RX lRRked, inVWead Rf ZhiWe VhaSeV \RX VaZ Whe daUk gUeen Rf fiUV RU Whe black
SUickl\ bUancheV Rf baUe RakV and beecheV and elmV. Then Whe miVW WXUned fURm ZhiWe WR
gRld and SUeVenWl\ cleaUed aZa\ alWRgeWheU. ShafWV Rf deliciRXV VXnlighW VWUXck dRZn RnWR
Whe fRUeVW flRRU and RYeUhead \RX cRXld Vee a blXe Vk\ beWZeen Whe WUee-WRSV.

SRRn WheUe ZeUe mRUe ZRndeUfXl WhingV haSSening. CRming VXddenl\ URXnd a cRUneU
inWR a glade Rf VilYeU biUch WUeeV EdmXnd VaZ Whe gURXnd cRYeUed in all diUecWiRnV ZiWh
liWWle \ellRZ flRZeUV²celandineV. The nRiVe Rf ZaWeU gUeZ lRXdeU. PUeVenWl\ Whe\ acWXall\
cURVVed a VWUeam. Be\Rnd iW Whe\ fRXnd VnRZdURSV gURZing.

"Mind \RXU RZn bXVineVV!" Vaid Whe DZaUf Zhen he VaZ WhaW EdmXnd had WXUned hiV
head WR lRRk aW Whem; and he gaYe Whe URSe a YiciRXV jeUk.

BXW Rf cRXUVe WhiV didn'W SUeYenW EdmXnd fURm Veeing. Onl\ fiYe minXWeV laWeU he
nRWiced a dR]en cURcXVeV gURZing URXnd Whe fRRW Rf an Rld WUee²gRld and SXUSle and
ZhiWe. Then came a VRXnd eYen mRUe deliciRXV Whan Whe VRXnd Rf Whe ZaWeU. ClRVe beVide
Whe SaWh Whe\ ZeUe fRllRZing a biUd VXddenl\ chiUSed fURm Whe bUanch Rf a WUee. IW ZaV
anVZeUed b\ Whe chXckle Rf anRWheU biUd a liWWle fXUWheU Rff. And When, aV if WhaW had been a
Vignal, WheUe ZaV chaWWeUing and chiUUXSing in eYeU\ diUecWiRn, and When a mRmenW Rf fXll
VRng, and ZiWhin fiYe minXWeV Whe ZhRle ZRRd ZaV Uinging ZiWh biUdV' mXVic, and



ZheUeYeU EdmXnd'V e\eV WXUned he VaZ biUdV alighWing Rn bUancheV, RU Vailing RYeUhead
RU haYing WheiU liWWle TXaUUelV.

"FaVWeU! FaVWeU!" Vaid Whe WiWch.

TheUe ZaV nR WUace Rf Whe fRg nRZ. The Vk\ became blXeU and blXeU and nRZ WheUe
ZeUe ZhiWe clRXdV hXUU\ing acURVV iW fURm Wime WR Wime. In Whe Zide gladeV WheUe ZeUe
SUimURVeV. A lighW bUee]e VSUang XS Zhich VcaWWeUed dURSV Rf mRiVWXUe fURm Whe VZa\ing
bUancheV and caUUied cRRl, deliciRXV VcenWV againVW Whe faceV Rf Whe WUaYelleUV. The WUeeV
began WR cRme fXll\ aliYe. The laUcheV and biUcheV ZeUe cRYeUed ZiWh gUeen, Whe
labXUnXmV ZiWh gRld. SRRn Whe beech WUeeV had SXW fRUWh WheiU delicaWe, WUanVSaUenW leaYeV.
AV Whe WUaYelleUV Zalked XndeU Whem Whe lighW alVR became gUeen. A bee bX]]ed acURVV
WheiU SaWh.

"ThiV iV nR WhaZ," Vaid Whe DZaUf, VXddenl\ VWRSSing. "ThiV iV VSULQg. WhaW aUe Ze WR
dR? YRXU ZinWeU haV been deVWUR\ed, I Well \RX! ThiV iV AVlan'V dRing."

"If eiWheU Rf \RX menWiRn WhaW name again," Vaid Whe WiWch, "he Vhall inVWanWl\ be
killed."

 

CHAP7ER ;II

PeWer'V FirVW BaWWle

While Whe DZaUf and Whe WhiWe WiWch ZeUe Va\ing WhiV, mileV aZa\ Whe BeaYeU and
Whe childUen ZeUe Zalking Rn hRXU afWeU hRXU inWR ZhaW Veemed a deliciRXV dUeam. LRng
agR Whe\ had lefW Whe cRaWV behind Whem. And b\ nRZ Whe\ had eYen VWRSSed Va\ing WR Rne
anRWheU, "LRRk! TheUe'V a kingfiVheU!" RU "I Va\, blXebellV!" RU "WhaW ZaV WhaW lRYel\
Vmell?" RU "JXVW liVWen WR WhaW WhUXVh!" The\ Zalked Rn in Vilence dUinking iW all in, SaVVing
WhURXgh SaWcheV Rf ZaUm VXnlighW inWR cRRl, gUeen WhickeWV and RXW again inWR Zide mRVV\
gladeV ZheUe Wall elmV UaiVed Whe leaf\ URRf faU RYeUhead, and When inWR denVe maVVeV Rf
flRZeUing cXUUanW and amRng haZWhRUn bXVheV ZheUe Whe VZeeW Vmell ZaV almRVW
RYeUSRZeUing.

The\ had been jXVW aV VXUSUiVed aV EdmXnd Zhen Whe\ VaZ Whe ZinWeU YaniVhing and
Whe ZhRle ZRRd SaVVing in a feZ hRXUV RU VR fURm JanXaU\ WR Ma\. The\ hadn'W eYen
knRZn fRU ceUWain (aV Whe WiWch did) WhaW WhiV ZaV ZhaW ZRXld haSSen Zhen AVlan came
WR NaUnia. BXW Whe\ all kneZ WhaW iW ZaV heU VSellV Zhich had SURdXced Whe endleVV ZinWeU;
and WheUefRUe Whe\ all kneZ Zhen WhiV magic VSUing began WhaW VRmeWhing had gRne
ZURng, and badl\ ZURng, ZiWh Whe WiWch'V VchemeV. And afWeU Whe WhaZ had been gRing Rn
fRU VRme Wime Whe\ all UealiVed WhaW Whe WiWch ZRXld nR lRngeU be able WR XVe heU Vledge.
AfWeU WhaW Whe\ didn'W hXUU\ VR mXch and Whe\ allRZed WhemVelYeV mRUe UeVWV and lRngeU
RneV. The\ ZeUe SUeWW\ WiUed b\ nRZ Rf cRXUVe; bXW nRW ZhaW I'd call biWWeUl\ WiUed²Rnl\
VlRZ and feeling YeU\ dUeam\ and TXieW inVide aV Rne dReV Zhen Rne iV cRming WR Whe end
Rf a lRng da\ in Whe RSen. SXVan had a VlighW bliVWeU Rn Rne heel.

The\ had lefW Whe cRXUVe Rf Whe big UiYeU VRme Wime agR; fRU Rne had WR WXUn a liWWle WR
Whe UighW (WhaW meanW a liWWle WR Whe SRXWh) WR Ueach Whe Slace Rf Whe SWRne Table. EYen if
WhiV had nRW been WheiU Za\, Whe\ cRXldn'W haYe keSW WR Whe UiYeU Yalle\ Rnce Whe WhaZ
began, fRU ZiWh all WhaW melWing VnRZ Whe UiYeU ZaV VRRn in flRRd²a ZRndeUfXl, URaUing,
WhXndeUing \ellRZ flRRd²and WheiU SaWh ZRXld haYe been XndeU ZaWeU.

And nRZ Whe VXn gRW lRZ and Whe lighW gRW UeddeU and Whe VhadRZV gRW lRngeU and Whe
flRZeUV began WR Whink abRXW clRVing.



"NRW lRng nRZ," Vaid MU. BeaYeU, and began leading Whem XShill acURVV VRme YeU\
deeS, VSUing\ mRVV (iW felW nice XndeU WheiU WiUed feeW) in a Slace ZheUe Rnl\ Wall WUeeV
gUeZ, YeU\ Zide aSaUW. The climb, cRming aW Whe end Rf Whe lRng da\, made Whem all SanW
and blRZ. And jXVW aV LXc\ ZaV ZRndeUing ZheWheU Vhe cRXld Ueall\ geW WR Whe WRS
ZiWhRXW anRWheU lRng UeVW, VXddenl\ Whe\ ZeUe aW Whe WRS. And WhiV iV ZhaW Whe\ VaZ.

The\ ZeUe Rn a gUeen RSen VSace fURm Zhich \RX cRXld lRRk dRZn Rn Whe fRUeVW
VSUeading aV faU aV Rne cRXld Vee in eYeU\ diUecWiRn²e[ceSW UighW ahead. TheUe, faU WR Whe
EaVW, ZaV VRmeWhing WZinkling and mRYing. "B\ gXm!" ZhiVSeUed PeWeU WR SXVan. "The
Vea!" In Whe YeU\ middle Rf WhiV RSen hillWRS ZaV Whe SWRne Table. IW ZaV a gUeaW gUim Vlab
Rf gUe\ VWRne VXSSRUWed Rn fRXU XSUighW VWRneV. IW lRRked YeU\ Rld; and iW ZaV cXW all RYeU
ZiWh VWUange lineV and figXUeV WhaW mighW be Whe leWWeUV Rf an XnknRZn langXage. The\
gaYe \RX a cXUiRXV feeling Zhen \RX lRRked aW Whem. The ne[W Whing Whe\ VaZ ZaV a
SaYiliRn SiWched Rn Rne Vide Rf Whe RSen Slace. A ZRndeUfXl SaYiliRn iW ZaV²and
eVSeciall\ nRZ Zhen Whe lighW Rf Whe VeWWing VXn fell XSRn iW²ZiWh VideV Rf ZhaW lRRked
like \ellRZ Vilk and cRUdV Rf cUimVRn and WenW-SegV Rf iYRU\; and high abRYe iW Rn a SRle a
banneU, Zhich bRUe a Ued UamSanW liRn, flXWWeUed in Whe bUee]e Zhich ZaV blRZing in WheiU
faceV fURm Whe faU-Rff Vea. While Whe\ ZeUe lRRking aW WhiV Whe\ heaUd a VRXnd Rf mXVic Rn
WheiU UighW; and WXUning in WhaW diUecWiRn Whe\ VaZ ZhaW Whe\ had cRme WR Vee.

AVlan VWRRd in Whe cenWUe Rf a cURZd Rf cUeaWXUeV ZhR had gURXSed WhemVelYeV aURXnd
him in Whe VhaSe Rf a half-mRRn. TheUe ZeUe TUee-WRmen WheUe and Well-WRmen
(DU\adV and NaiadV aV Whe\ XVed WR be called in RXU ZRUld) ZhR had VWUinged inVWUXmenWV;
iW ZaV Whe\ ZhR had made Whe mXVic. TheUe ZeUe fRXU gUeaW cenWaXUV. The hRUVe SaUW Rf
Whem ZaV like hXge EngliVh faUm hRUVeV, and Whe man SaUW ZaV like VWeUn bXW beaXWifXl
gianWV. TheUe ZaV alVR a XnicRUn, and a bXll ZiWh Whe head Rf a man, and a Selican, and an
eagle, and a gUeaW dRg. And ne[W WR AVlan VWRRd WZR leRSaUdV Rf ZhRm Rne caUUied hiV
cURZn and Whe RWheU hiV VWandaUd.

BXW aV fRU AVlan himVelf, Whe BeaYeUV and Whe childUen didn'W knRZ ZhaW WR dR RU Va\
Zhen Whe\ VaZ him. PeRSle ZhR haYe nRW been in NaUnia VRmeWimeV Whink WhaW a Whing
cannRW be gRRd and WeUUible aW Whe Vame Wime. If Whe childUen had eYeU WhRXghW VR, Whe\
ZeUe cXUed Rf iW nRZ. FRU Zhen Whe\ WUied WR lRRk aW AVlan'V face Whe\ jXVW caXghW a
glimSVe Rf Whe gRlden mane and Whe gUeaW, UR\al, VRlemn, RYeUZhelming e\eV; and When
Whe\ fRXnd Whe\ cRXldn'W lRRk aW him and ZenW all WUembl\.

"GR Rn," ZhiVSeUed MU. BeaYeU.

"NR," ZhiVSeUed PeWeU, "\RX fiUVW."

"NR, SRnV Rf Adam befRUe animalV," ZhiVSeUed MU. BeaYeU back again.

"SXVan," ZhiVSeUed PeWeU, "ZhaW abRXW \RX? LadieV fiUVW."

"NR, \RX'Ue Whe eldeVW," ZhiVSeUed SXVan. And Rf cRXUVe Whe lRngeU Whe\ ZenW Rn
dRing WhiV Whe mRUe aZkZaUd Whe\ felW. Then aW laVW PeWeU UealiVed WhaW iW ZaV XS WR him.
He dUeZ hiV VZRUd and UaiVed iW WR Whe ValXWe and haVWil\ Va\ing WR Whe RWheUV "CRme Rn.
PXll \RXUVelYeV WRgeWheU," he adYanced WR Whe LiRn and Vaid:

"We haYe cRme²AVlan."

"WelcRme, PeWeU, SRn Rf Adam," Vaid AVlan. "WelcRme, SXVan and LXc\, DaXghWeUV
Rf EYe. WelcRme He-BeaYeU and She-BeaYeU."

HiV YRice ZaV deeS and Uich and VRmehRZ WRRk Whe fidgeWV RXW Rf Whem. The\ nRZ felW
glad and TXieW and iW didn'W Veem aZkZaUd WR Whem WR VWand and Va\ nRWhing.

"BXW ZheUe iV Whe fRXUWh?" aVked AVlan.



"He haV WUied WR beWUa\ Whem and jRined Whe WhiWe WiWch, O AVlan," Vaid MU. BeaYeU.
And When VRmeWhing made PeWeU Va\:

"ThaW ZaV SaUWl\ m\ faXlW, AVlan. I ZaV angU\ ZiWh him and I Whink WhaW helSed him WR
gR ZURng."

And AVlan Vaid nRWhing eiWheU WR e[cXVe PeWeU RU WR blame him bXW meUel\ VWRRd
lRRking aW him ZiWh hiV gUeaW gRlden e\eV. And iW Veemed WR all Rf Whem WhaW WheUe ZaV
nRWhing WR be Vaid.

"PleaVe²AVlan," Vaid LXc\, "can an\Whing be dRne WR VaYe EdmXnd?"

"All Vhall be dRne," Vaid AVlan. "BXW iW ma\ be haUdeU Whan \RX Whink." And When he
ZaV VilenW again fRU VRme Wime. US WR WhaW mRmenW LXc\ had been Whinking hRZ UR\al and
VWURng and SeacefXl hiV face lRRked; nRZ iW VXddenl\ came inWR heU head WhaW he lRRked
Vad aV Zell. BXW ne[W minXWe WhaW e[SUeVViRn ZaV TXiWe gRne. The LiRn VhRRk hiV mane
and claSSed hiV SaZV WRgeWheU ("TeUUible SaZV," WhRXghW LXc\, "If he didn'W knRZ hRZ WR
YelYeW Whem!") and Vaid:

"MeanZhile, leW Whe feaVW be SUeSaUed. LadieV, Wake WheVe DaXghWeUV Rf EYe WR Whe
SaYiliRn and miniVWeU WR Whem."

When Whe giUlV had gRne AVlan laid hiV SaZ²and WhRXgh iW ZaV YelYeWed iW ZaV YeU\
heaY\²Rn PeWeU'V VhRXldeU and Vaid, "CRme, SRn Rf Adam, and I Zill VhRZ \RX a faU-Rff
VighW Rf Whe caVWle ZheUe \RX aUe WR be King."

And PeWeU ZiWh hiV VZRUd VWill dUaZn in hiV hand ZenW ZiWh Whe LiRn WR Whe eaVWeUn
edge Rf Whe hill-WRS. TheUe a beaXWifXl VighW meW WheiU e\eV. The VXn ZaV VeWWing behind
WheiU backV. ThaW meanW WhaW Whe ZhRle cRXnWU\ belRZ Whem la\ in Whe eYening lighW²
fRUeVW and hillV and Yalle\V and, Zinding aZa\ like a VilYeU Vnake, Whe lRZeU SaUW Rf Whe
gUeaW UiYeU. And be\Rnd all WhiV, mileV aZa\, ZaV Whe Vea, and be\Rnd Whe Vea Whe Vk\, fXll
Rf clRXdV Zhich ZeUe jXVW WXUning URVe cRlRXU ZiWh Whe UeflecWiRn Rf Whe VXnVeW. BXW jXVW
ZheUe Whe land Rf NaUnia meW Whe Vea²in facW, aW Whe mRXWh Rf Whe gUeaW UiYeU²WheUe ZaV
VRmeWhing Rn a liWWle hill, Vhining. IW ZaV Vhining becaXVe iW ZaV a caVWle and Rf cRXUVe Whe
VXnlighW ZaV UeflecWed fURm all Whe ZindRZV Zhich lRRked WRZaUdV PeWeU and Whe VXnVeW;
bXW WR PeWeU iW lRRked like a gUeaW VWaU UeVWing Rn Whe VeaVhRUe.

"ThaW, O Man," Vaid AVlan, "iV CaiU PaUaYel Rf Whe fRXU WhURneV, in Rne Rf Zhich \RX
mXVW ViW aV King. I VhRZ iW WR \RX becaXVe \RX aUe Whe fiUVW-bRUn and \RX Zill be High
King RYeU all Whe UeVW."

And Rnce mRUe PeWeU Vaid nRWhing, fRU aW WhaW mRmenW a VWUange nRiVe ZRke Whe
Vilence VXddenl\. IW ZaV like a bXgle, bXW UicheU.

"IW iV \RXU ViVWeU'V hRUn," Vaid AVlan WR PeWeU in a lRZ YRice; VR lRZ aV WR be almRVW a
SXUU, if iW iV nRW diVUeVSecWfXl WR Whink Rf a liRn SXUUing.

FRU a mRmenW PeWeU did nRW XndeUVWand. Then, Zhen he VaZ all Whe RWheU cUeaWXUeV
VWaUW fRUZaUd and heaUd AVlan Va\ ZiWh a ZaYe Rf hiV SaZ, "Back! LeW Whe PUince Zin hiV
VSXUV," he did XndeUVWand, and VeW Rff UXnning aV haUd aV he cRXld WR Whe SaYiliRn. And
WheUe he VaZ a dUeadfXl VighW.

The NaiadV and DU\adV ZeUe VcaWWeUing in eYeU\ diUecWiRn. LXc\ ZaV UXnning WRZaUdV
him aV faVW aV heU VhRUW legV ZRXld caUU\ heU and heU face ZaV aV ZhiWe aV SaSeU. Then he
VaZ SXVan make a daVh fRU a WUee, and VZing heUVelf XS, fRllRZed b\ a hXge gUe\ beaVW.
AW fiUVW PeWeU WhRXghW iW ZaV a beaU. Then he VaZ WhaW iW lRRked like an AlVaWian, WhRXgh iW
ZaV faU WRR big WR be a dRg. Then he UealiVed WhaW iW ZaV a ZRlf²a ZRlf VWanding Rn iWV
hind legV, ZiWh iWV fURnW SaZV againVW Whe WUee-WUXnk VnaSSing and VnaUling. All Whe haiU Rn
iWV back VWRRd XS Rn end. SXVan had nRW been able WR geW higheU Whan Whe VecRnd big



bUanch. One Rf heU legV hXng dRZn VR WhaW heU fRRW ZaV Rnl\ an inch RU WZR abRYe Whe
VnaSSing WeeWh. PeWeU ZRndeUed Zh\ Vhe did nRW geW higheU RU aW leaVW Wake a beWWeU gUiS;
When he UealiVed WhaW Vhe ZaV jXVW gRing WR fainW and WhaW if Vhe fainWed Vhe ZRXld fall Rff.

PeWeU did nRW feel YeU\ bUaYe; indeed, he felW he ZaV gRing WR be Vick. BXW WhaW made nR
diffeUence WR ZhaW he had WR dR. He UXVhed VWUaighW XS WR Whe mRnVWeU and aimed a VlaVh Rf
hiV VZRUd aW iWV Vide. ThaW VWURke neYeU Ueached Whe WRlf. QXick aV lighWning iW WXUned
URXnd, iWV e\eV flaming, and iWV mRXWh Zide RSen in a hRZl Rf angeU. If iW had nRW been VR
angU\ WhaW iW VimSl\ had WR hRZl iW ZRXld haYe gRW him b\ Whe WhURaW aW Rnce. AV iW ZaV²
WhRXgh all WhiV haSSened WRR TXickl\ fRU PeWeU WR Whink aW all²he had jXVW Wime WR dXck
dRZn and SlXnge hiV VZRUd, aV haUd aV he cRXld, beWZeen Whe bUXWe'V fRUelegV inWR iWV
heaUW. Then came a hRUUible, cRnfXVed mRmenW like VRmeWhing in a nighWmaUe. He ZaV
WXgging and SXlling and Whe WRlf Veemed neiWheU aliYe nRU dead, and iWV baUed WeeWh
knRcked againVW hiV fRUehead, and eYeU\Whing ZaV blRRd and heaW and haiU. A mRmenW
laWeU he fRXnd WhaW Whe mRnVWeU la\ dead and he had dUaZn hiV VZRUd RXW Rf iW and ZaV
VWUaighWening hiV back and UXbbing Whe VZeaW Rff hiV face and RXW Rf hiV e\eV. He felW WiUed
all RYeU.

Then, afWeU a biW, SXVan came dRZn Whe WUee. She and PeWeU felW SUeWW\ Vhak\ Zhen Whe\
meW and I ZRn'W Va\ WheUe ZaVn'W kiVVing and cU\ing Rn bRWh VideV. BXW in NaUnia nR Rne
WhinkV an\ Whe ZRUVe Rf \RX fRU WhaW.

"QXick! QXick!" VhRXWed Whe YRice Rf AVlan, "CenWaXUV! EagleV! I Vee anRWheU ZRlf in
Whe WhickeWV. TheUe²behind \RX. He haV jXVW daUWed aZa\. AfWeU him, all Rf \RX! He Zill
be gRing WR hiV miVWUeVV. NRZ iV \RXU chance WR find Whe WiWch and UeVcXe Whe fRXUWh SRn
Rf Adam." And inVWanWl\ ZiWh a WhXndeU Rf hRRfV and a beaWing Rf ZingV a dR]en RU VR Rf
Whe VZifWeVW cUeaWXUeV diVaSSeaUed inWR Whe gaWheUing daUkneVV.

PeWeU, VWill RXW Rf bUeaWh, WXUned and VaZ AVlan clRVe aW hand.

"YRX haYe fRUgRWWen WR clean \RXU VZRUd," Vaid AVlan.

IW ZaV WUXe. PeWeU blXVhed Zhen he lRRked aW Whe bUighW blade and VaZ iW all VmeaUed
ZiWh Whe WRlf'V haiU and blRRd. He VWRRSed dRZn and ZiSed iW TXiWe clean Rn Whe gUaVV,
and When ZiSed iW TXiWe dU\ Rn hiV cRaW.

"Hand iW WR me and kneel, SRn Rf Adam," Vaid AVlan. And Zhen PeWeU had dRne VR he
VWUXck him ZiWh Whe flaW Rf Whe blade and Vaid, "RiVe XS, SiU PeWeU FenUiV-Bane. And,
ZhaWeYeU haSSenV, neYeU fRUgeW WR ZiSe \RXU VZRUd."

 

CHAP7ER ;III

Deep Magic from Whe DaZn of Time

NRZ Ze mXVW gR back WR EdmXnd. When he had been made WR Zalk faU fXUWheU Whan
he had eYeU knRZn WhaW an\bRd\ cRXOd Zalk, Whe WiWch aW laVW halWed in a daUk Yalle\ all
RYeUVhadRZed ZiWh fiU WUeeV and \eZ WUeeV. EdmXnd VimSl\ Vank dRZn and la\ Rn hiV
face, dRing nRWhing aW all and nRW eYen caUing ZhaW ZaV gRing WR haSSen ne[W SURYided
Whe\ ZRXld leW him lie VWill. He ZaV WRR WiUed eYen WR nRWice hRZ hXngU\ and WhiUVW\ he
ZaV. The WiWch and Whe DZaUf ZeUe Walking clRVe beVide him in lRZ WRneV.

"NR," Vaid Whe DZaUf, "iW iV nR XVe nRZ, O QXeen. The\ mXVW haYe Ueached Whe SWRne
Table b\ nRZ."



"PeUhaSV Whe WRlf Zill Vmell XV RXW and bUing XV neZV," Vaid Whe WiWch.

"IW cannRW be gRRd neZV if he dReV," Vaid Whe DZaUf.

"FRXU WhURneV in CaiU PaUaYel," Vaid Whe WiWch. "HRZ if Rnl\ WhUee ZeUe filled? ThaW
ZRXld nRW fXlfil Whe SURShec\."

"WhaW diffeUence ZRXld WhaW make nRZ WhaW Ke iV heUe?" Vaid Whe DZaUf. He did nRW
daUe, eYen nRZ, WR menWiRn Whe name Rf AVlan WR hiV miVWUeVV.

"He ma\ nRW VWa\ lRng. And When²Ze ZRXld fall XSRn Whe WhUee aW CaiU."

"YeW iW mighW be beWWeU," Vaid Whe DZaUf, "WR keeS WhiV Rne" (heUe he kicked EdmXnd)
"fRU baUgaining ZiWh."

"YeV! And haYe him UeVcXed," Vaid Whe WiWch VcRUnfXll\.

"Then," Vaid Whe DZaUf, "Ze had beWWeU dR ZhaW Ze haYe WR dR aW Rnce."

"I ZRXld like WR haYe dRne iW Rn Whe SWRne Table iWVelf," Vaid Whe WiWch. "ThaW iV Whe
SURSeU Slace. ThaW iV ZheUe iW haV alZa\V been dRne befRUe."

"IW Zill be a lRng Wime nRZ befRUe Whe SWRne Table can again be SXW WR iWV SURSeU XVe,"
Vaid Whe DZaUf.

"TUXe," Vaid Whe WiWch; and When, "Well, I Zill begin."

AW WhaW mRmenW ZiWh a UXVh and a VnaUl a WRlf UXVhed XS WR Whem.

"I haYe Veen Whem. The\ aUe all aW Whe SWRne Table, ZiWh KLP. The\ haYe killed m\
caSWain, FenUiV Ulf. I ZaV hidden in Whe WhickeWV and VaZ iW all. One Rf Whe SRnV Rf Adam
killed him. Fl\! Fl\!"

"NR," Vaid Whe WiWch. "TheUe need be nR fl\ing. GR TXickl\. SXmmRn all RXU SeRSle WR
meeW me heUe aV VSeedil\ aV Whe\ can. Call RXW Whe gianWV and Whe ZeUeZRlYeV and Whe
VSiUiWV Rf WhRVe WUeeV ZhR aUe Rn RXU Vide. Call Whe GhRXlV, and Whe BRggleV, Whe OgUeV and
Whe MinRWaXUV. Call Whe CUXelV, Whe HagV, Whe SSecWUeV, and Whe SeRSle Rf Whe TRadVWRRlV.
We Zill fighW. WhaW? HaYe I nRW VWill m\ Zand? Will nRW WheiU UankV WXUn inWR VWRne eYen
aV Whe\ cRme Rn? Be Rff TXickl\, I haYe a liWWle Whing WR finiVh heUe Zhile \RX aUe aZa\."

The gUeaW bUXWe bRZed iWV head, WXUned, and gallRSed aZa\.

"NRZ!" Vaid Vhe, "Ze haYe nR Wable²leW me Vee. We had beWWeU SXW iW againVW Whe WUXnk
Rf a WUee."

EdmXnd fRXnd himVelf being URXghl\ fRUced WR hiV feeW. Then Whe DZaUf VeW him ZiWh
hiV back againVW a WUee and bRXnd him faVW. He VaZ Whe WiWch Wake Rff heU RXWeU manWle.
HeU aUmV ZeUe baUe XndeUneaWh iW and WeUUibl\ ZhiWe. BecaXVe Whe\ ZeUe VR YeU\ ZhiWe he
cRXld nRW Vee mXch elVe, iW ZaV VR daUk in WhiV Yalle\ XndeU Whe daUk WUeeV.

"PUeSaUe Whe YicWim," Vaid Whe WiWch. And Whe DZaUf Xndid EdmXnd'V cRllaU and
fRlded back hiV VhiUW aW Whe neck. Then he WRRk EdmXnd'V haiU and SXlled hiV head back VR
WhaW he had WR UaiVe hiV chin. AfWeU WhaW EdmXnd heaUd a VWUange nRiVe²Zhi]]²Zhi]]²
Zhi]]. FRU a mRmenW he cRXldn'W Whink ZhaW iW ZaV. Then he UealiVed. IW ZaV Whe VRXnd Rf
a knife being VhaUSened!

AW WhaW YeU\ mRmenW he heaUd lRXd VhRXWV fURm eYeU\ diUecWiRn²a dUXmming Rf
hRRfV and a beaWing Rf ZingV²a VcUeam fURm Whe WiWch²cRnfXViRn all URXnd him. And
When he fRXnd he ZaV being XnWied. SWURng aUmV ZeUe URXnd him and he heaUd big, kind



YRiceV Va\ing WhingV like "LeW him lie dRZn²giYe him VRme Zine²dUink WhiV²VWead\
nRZ²\RX'll be all UighW in a minXWe."

Then he heaUd Whe YRiceV Rf SeRSle ZhR ZeUe Walking nRW WR him bXW WR Rne anRWheU.
And Whe\ ZeUe Va\ing WhingV like "WhR'V gRW Whe WiWch?²I WhRXghW \RX had heU²I didn'W
Vee heU afWeU I knRcked Whe knife RXW Rf heU hand²I ZaV afWeU Whe DZaUf²DR \RX mean
WR Va\ Vhe'V eVcaSed?²A chaS can'W mind eYeU\Whing aW Rnce²WhaW'V WhaW? Oh VRUU\ iW'V
Rnl\ an Rld VWXmS!" BXW jXVW aW WhiV SRinW EdmXnd ZenW Rff in a dead fainW.

PUeVenWl\ Whe cenWaXUV and XnicRUnV and deeU and biUdV (Whe\ ZeUe Rf cRXUVe Whe UeVcXe
SaUW\ Zhich AVlan had VenW in Whe laVW chaSWeU) all VeW Rff WR gR back WR Whe SWRne Table,
caUU\ing EdmXnd ZiWh Whem. BXW if Whe\ cRXld haYe Veen ZhaW haSSened in WhaW Yalle\
afWeU Whe\ had gRne, I Whink Whe\ mighW haYe been VXUSUiVed.

IW ZaV SeUfecWl\ VWill and SUeVenWl\ Whe mRRn gUeZ bUighW, if \RX had been WheUe \RX
ZRXld haYe Veen Whe mRRnlighW Vhining Rn an Rld WUee-VWXmS and Rn a faiU Vi]ed bRXldeU.
BXW if \RX had gRne Rn lRRking \RX ZRXld gUadXall\ haYe begXn WR Whink WheUe ZaV
VRmeWhing Rdd abRXW bRWh Whe VWXmS and Whe bRXldeU. And ne[W \RX ZRXld haYe WhRXghW
WhaW Whe VWXmS did lRRk Ueall\ UemaUkabl\ like a liWWle faW man cURXching Rn Whe gURXnd.
And if \RX had ZaWched lRng enRXgh \RX ZRXld haYe Veen Whe VWXmS Zalk acURVV WR Whe
bRXldeU and Whe bRXldeU ViW XS and begin Walking WR Whe VWXmS; fRU in UealiW\ Whe VWXmS and
Whe bRXldeU ZeUe VimSl\ Whe WiWch and Whe DZaUf. FRU iW ZaV SaUW Rf heU magic WhaW Vhe
cRXld make WhingV lRRk like ZhaW Whe\ ZeUen'W, and Vhe had Whe SUeVence Rf mind WR dR VR
aW Whe YeU\ mRmenW Zhen Whe knife ZaV knRcked RXW Rf heU hand. She had keSW hRld Rf
heU Zand alVR, VR iW had been keSW Vafe, WRR.

When Whe RWheU childUen ZRke XS ne[W mRUning (Whe\ had been VleeSing Rn SileV Rf
cXVhiRnV in Whe SaYiliRn) Whe fiUVW Whing Whe\ heaUd²fURm MUV. BeaYeU²ZaV WhaW WheiU
bURWheU had been UeVcXed and bURXghW inWR camS laWe laVW nighW; and ZaV aW WhaW mRmenW
ZiWh AVlan. AV VRRn aV Whe\ had bUeakfaVWed Whe\ all ZenW RXW, and WheUe Whe\ VaZ AVlan
and EdmXnd Zalking WRgeWheU in Whe deZ\ gUaVV, aSaUW fURm Whe UeVW Rf Whe cRXUW. TheUe iV
nR need WR Well \RX (and nR Rne eYeU heaUd) ZhaW AVlan ZaV Va\ing bXW iW ZaV a
cRnYeUVaWiRn Zhich EdmXnd neYeU fRUgRW. AV Whe RWheUV dUeZ neaUeU AVlan WXUned WR meeW
Whem bUinging EdmXnd ZiWh him.

"HeUe iV \RXU bURWheU," he Vaid, "and²WheUe iV nR need WR Walk WR him abRXW ZhaW iV
SaVW."

EdmXnd VhRRk handV ZiWh each Rf Whe RWheUV and Vaid WR each Rf Whem in WXUn, "I'm
VRUU\," and eYeU\Rne Vaid "ThaW'V all UighW." And When eYeU\Rne ZanWed YeU\ haUd WR Va\
VRmeWhing Zhich ZRXld make iW TXiWe cleaU WhaW Whe\ ZeUe all fUiendV ZiWh him again²
VRmeWhing RUdinaU\ and naWXUal²and Rf cRXUVe nR Rne cRXld Whink Rf an\Whing in Whe
ZRUld WR Va\. BXW befRUe Whe\ had Wime WR feel Ueall\ aZkZaUd Rne Rf Whe leRSaUdV
aSSURached AVlan and Vaid:

"SiUe, WheUe iV a meVVengeU fURm Whe enem\ ZhR cUaYeV aXdience."

"LeW him aSSURach," Vaid AVlan.

The leRSaUd ZenW aZa\ and VRRn UeWXUned leading Whe WiWch'V DZaUf.

"WhaW iV \RXU meVVage, SRn Rf EaUWh?" aVked AVlan.

"The QXeen Rf NaUnia and EmSUeVV Rf Whe LRne IVlandV deViUeV a Vafe cRndXcW WR
cRme and VSeak ZiWh \RX," Vaid Whe DZaUf, "Rn a maWWeU Zhich iV aV mXch WR \RXU
adYanWage aV WR heUV."

"QXeen Rf NaUnia, indeed!" Vaid MU. BeaYeU. "Of all Whe cheek²"



"Peace, BeaYeU," Vaid AVlan. "All nameV Zill VRRn be UeVWRUed WR WheiU SURSeU RZneUV.
In Whe meanWime Ze Zill nRW diVSXWe abRXW nRiVeV. Tell \RXU miVWUeVV, SRn Rf EaUWh, WhaW I
gUanW heU Vafe cRndXcW Rn cRndiWiRn WhaW Vhe leaYeV heU Zand behind heU aW WhaW gUeaW Rak."

ThiV ZaV agUeed WR and WZR leRSaUdV ZenW back ZiWh Whe DZaUf WR Vee WhaW Whe
cRndiWiRnV ZeUe SURSeUl\ caUUied RXW. "BXW VXSSRVing Vhe WXUnV Whe WZR leRSaUdV inWR
VWRne?" ZhiVSeUed LXc\ WR PeWeU. I Whink Whe Vame idea had RccXUUed WR Whe leRSaUdV
WhemVelYeV; aW an\ UaWe, aV Whe\ Zalked Rff WheiU fXU ZaV all VWanding XS Rn WheiU backV and
WheiU WailV ZeUe bUiVWling²like a caW'V Zhen iW VeeV a VWUange dRg.

"IW'll be all UighW," ZhiVSeUed PeWeU in UeSl\. "He ZRXldn'W Vend Whem if iW ZeUen'W."

A feZ minXWeV laWeU Whe WiWch heUVelf Zalked RXW Rn WR Whe WRS Rf Whe hill and came
VWUaighW acURVV and VWRRd befRUe AVlan. The WhUee childUen, ZhR had nRW Veen heU befRUe,
felW VhXddeUV UXnning dRZn WheiU backV aW Whe VighW Rf heU face; and WheUe ZeUe lRZ gURZlV
amRng all Whe animalV SUeVenW. ThRXgh iW ZaV bUighW VXnVhine eYeU\Rne felW VXddenl\
cRld. The Rnl\ WZR SeRSle SUeVenW ZhR Veemed WR be TXiWe aW WheiU eaVe ZeUe AVlan and
Whe WiWch heUVelf. IW ZaV Whe RddeVW Whing WR Vee WhRVe WZR faceV²Whe gRlden face and Whe
dead-ZhiWe face²VR clRVe WRgeWheU. NRW WhaW Whe WiWch lRRked AVlan e[acWl\ in hiV e\eV;
MUV. BeaYeU SaUWicXlaUl\ nRWiced WhiV.

"YRX haYe a WUaiWRU WheUe, AVlan," Vaid Whe WiWch. Of cRXUVe eYeU\Rne SUeVenW kneZ
WhaW Vhe meanW EdmXnd. BXW EdmXnd had gRW SaVW Whinking abRXW himVelf afWeU all he'd
been WhURXgh and afWeU Whe Walk he'd had WhaW mRUning. He jXVW ZenW Rn lRRking aW AVlan. IW
didn'W Veem WR maWWeU ZhaW Whe WiWch Vaid.

"Well," Vaid AVlan. "HiV Rffence ZaV nRW againVW \RX."

"HaYe \RX fRUgRWWen Whe DeeS Magic?" aVked Whe WiWch.

"LeW XV Va\ I haYe fRUgRWWen iW," anVZeUed AVlan gUaYel\. "Tell XV Rf WhiV DeeS Magic."

"Tell \RX?" Vaid Whe WiWch, heU YRice gURZing VXddenl\ VhUilleU. "Tell \RX ZhaW iV
ZUiWWen Rn WhaW YeU\ Table Rf SWRne Zhich VWandV beVide XV? Tell \RX ZhaW iV ZUiWWen in
leWWeUV deeS aV a VSeaU iV lRng Rn Whe WUXnk Rf Whe WRUld AVh TUee? Tell \RX ZhaW iV
engUaYed Rn Whe VceSWUe Rf Whe EmSeURU-Be\Rnd-Whe-Sea? YRX aW leaVW knRZ Whe magic
Zhich Whe EmSeURU SXW inWR NaUnia aW Whe YeU\ beginning. YRX knRZ WhaW eYeU\ WUaiWRU
belRngV WR me aV m\ laZfXl SUe\ and WhaW fRU eYeU\ WUeacheU\ I haYe a UighW WR a kill."

"Oh," Vaid MU. BeaYeU. "SR WKaW'V hRZ \RX came WR imagine \RXUVelf a QXeen²
becaXVe \RX ZeUe Whe EmSeURU'V hangman. I Vee."

"Peace, BeaYeU," Vaid AVlan, ZiWh a YeU\ lRZ gURZl.

"And VR," cRnWinXed Whe WiWch, "WhaW hXman cUeaWXUe iV mine. HiV life iV fRUfeiW WR me.
HiV blRRd iV m\ SURSeUW\."

"CRme and Wake iW When," Vaid Whe BXll ZiWh Whe man'V head in a gUeaW bellRZing YRice.

"FRRl," Vaid Whe WiWch ZiWh a VaYage Vmile WhaW ZaV almRVW a VnaUl, "dR \RX Ueall\
Whink \RXU maVWeU can URb me Rf m\ UighWV b\ meUe fRUce? He knRZV Whe DeeS Magic
beWWeU Whan WhaW. He knRZV WhaW XnleVV I haYe blRRd aV Whe LaZ Va\V all NaUnia Zill be
RYeUWXUned and SeUiVh in fiUe and ZaWeU."

"IW iV YeU\ WUXe," Vaid AVlan; "I dR nRW den\ iW."

"Oh, AVlan!" ZhiVSeUed SXVan in Whe LiRn'V eaU, "can'W Ze²I mean, \RX ZRn'W, Zill
\RX? Can'W Ze dR VRmeWhing abRXW Whe DeeS Magic? IVn'W WheUe VRmeWhing \RX can ZRUk
againVW iW?"



"WRUk againVW Whe EmSeURU'V magic?" Vaid AVlan WXUning WR heU ZiWh VRmeWhing like a
fURZn Rn hiV face. And nRbRd\ eYeU made WhaW VXggeVWiRn WR him again.

EdmXnd ZaV Rn Whe RWheU Vide Rf AVlan, lRRking all Whe Wime aW AVlan'V face. He felW a
chRking feeling and ZRndeUed if he RXghW WR Va\ VRmeWhing; bXW a mRmenW laWeU he felW
WhaW he ZaV nRW e[SecWed WR dR an\Whing e[ceSW WR ZaiW, and dR ZhaW he ZaV WRld.

"Fall back, all Rf \RX," Vaid AVlan, "and I Zill Walk WR Whe WiWch alRne."

The\ all Rbe\ed. IW ZaV a WeUUible Wime WhiV²ZaiWing and ZRndeUing Zhile Whe LiRn
and Whe WiWch Walked eaUneVWl\ WRgeWheU in lRZ YRiceV. LXc\ Vaid, "Oh, EdmXnd!" and
began WR cU\. PeWeU VWRRd ZiWh hiV back WR Whe RWheUV lRRking RXW aW Whe diVWanW Vea. The
BeaYeUV VWRRd hRlding each RWheU'V SaZV ZiWh WheiU headV bRZed. The cenWaXUV VWamSed
XneaVil\ ZiWh WheiU hRRfV. BXW eYeU\Rne became SeUfecWl\ VWill in Whe end, VR WhaW \RX
nRWiced eYen Vmall VRXndV like a bXmble bee fl\ing SaVW, RU Whe biUdV in Whe fRUeVW dRZn
belRZ Whem, RU Whe Zind UXVWling Whe leaYeV. And VWill Whe Walk beWZeen AVlan and Whe
WhiWe WiWch ZenW Rn.

AW laVW Whe\ heaUd AVlan'V YRice. "YRX can all cRme back," he Vaid. "I haYe VeWWled Whe
maWWeU. She haV UenRXnced Whe claim Rn \RXU bURWheU'V blRRd." And all RYeU Whe hill WheUe
ZaV a nRiVe aV if eYeU\Rne had been hRlding hiV bUeaWh and had nRZ begXn bUeaWhing
again, and When a mXUmXU Rf Walk. The\ began WR cRme back WR AVlan'V WhURne.

The WiWch ZaV jXVW WXUning aZa\ ZiWh a lRRk Rf fieUce jR\ Rn heU face Zhen Vhe
VWRSSed and Vaid,

"BXW hRZ dR I knRZ WhiV SURmiVe Zill be keSW?"

"WRZ!" URaUed AVlan half UiVing fURm hiV WhURne; and hiV gUeaW mRXWh RSened ZideU
and ZideU and Whe URaU gUeZ lRXdeU and lRXdeU, and Whe WiWch, afWeU VWaUing fRU a mRmenW
ZiWh heU liSV Zide aSaUW, Sicked XS heU VkiUWV and faiUl\ Uan fRU heU life.

 

CHAP7ER ;I9

The TriXmph of Whe WiWch

AV VRRn aV Whe WiWch had gRne AVlan Vaid, "We mXVW mRYe fURm WhiV Slace aW Rnce, iW
Zill be ZanWed fRU RWheU SXUSRVeV. We Vhall encamS WR-nighW aW Whe FRUdV Rf BeUXna."

Of cRXUVe eYeU\Rne ZaV d\ing WR aVk him hRZ he had aUUanged maWWeUV ZiWh Whe
WiWch; bXW hiV face ZaV VWeUn and eYeU\Rne'V eaUV ZeUe VWill Uinging ZiWh Whe VRXnd Rf hiV
URaU and VR nRbRd\ daUed.

AfWeU a meal, Zhich ZaV Waken in Whe RSen aiU Rn Whe hill-WRS (fRU Whe VXn had gRW
VWURng b\ nRZ and dUied Whe gUaVV) Whe\ ZeUe bXV\ fRU a Zhile Waking Whe SaYiliRn dRZn
and Sacking WhingV XS. BefRUe WZR R'clRck Whe\ ZeUe Rn Whe maUch and VeW Rff in a NRUWh-
WeVWeUl\ diUecWiRn, Zalking aW an eaV\ Sace fRU Whe\ had nRW faU WR gR.

DXUing Whe fiUVW SaUW Rf Whe jRXUne\ AVlan e[Slained WR PeWeU hiV Slan Rf camSaign. "AV
VRRn aV Vhe haV finiVhed heU bXVineVV in WheVe SaUWV," he Vaid, "Whe WiWch and heU cUeZ
Zill almRVW ceUWainl\ fall back WR heU hRXVe and SUeSaUe fRU a Viege. YRX ma\ RU ma\ nRW
be able WR cXW heU Rff and SUeYenW heU fURm Ueaching iW." He When ZenW Rn WR RXWline WZR
SlanV Rf baWWle²Rne fRU fighWing Whe WiWch and heU SeRSle in Whe ZRRd and anRWheU fRU
aVVaXlWing heU caVWle. And all Whe Wime he ZaV adYiVing PeWeU hRZ WR cRndXcW Whe



RSeUaWiRnV, Va\ing WhingV like, "YRX mXVW SXW \RXU cenWaXUV in VXch and VXch a Slace" RU
"YRX mXVW SRVW VcRXWV WR Vee WhaW Vhe dReVn'W dR VR-and-VR," Will aW laVW PeWeU Vaid,

"BXW \RX Zill be WheUe \RXUVelf, AVlan."

"I can giYe \RX nR SURmiVe Rf WhaW," anVZeUed Whe LiRn. And he cRnWinXed giYing
PeWeU hiV inVWUXcWiRnV.

FRU Whe laVW SaUW Rf Whe jRXUne\ iW ZaV SXVan and LXc\ ZhR VaZ mRVW Rf him. He did
nRW Walk YeU\ mXch and Veemed WR Whem WR be Vad.

IW ZaV VWill afWeUnRRn Zhen Whe\ came dRZn WR a Slace ZheUe Whe UiYeU Yalle\ had
Zidened RXW and Whe UiYeU ZaV bURad and VhallRZ. ThiV ZaV Whe FRUdV Rf BeUXna and
AVlan gaYe RUdeUV WR halW Rn WhiV Vide Rf Whe ZaWeU. BXW PeWeU Vaid,

"WRXldn'W iW be beWWeU WR camS Rn Whe faU Vide²fRU feaU Vhe VhRXld WU\ a nighW aWWack RU
an\Whing?"

AVlan ZhR Veemed WR haYe been Whinking abRXW VRmeWhing elVe URXVed himVelf ZiWh a
Vhake Rf hiV magnificenW mane and Vaid, "Eh? WhaW'V WhaW?" PeWeU Vaid iW all RYeU again.

"NR," Vaid AVlan in a dXll YRice, aV if iW didn'W maWWeU. "NR. She Zill nRW make an
aWWack WR-nighW." And When he Vighed deeSl\. BXW SUeVenWl\ he added, "All Whe Vame iW ZaV
Zell WhRXghW Rf. ThaW iV hRZ a VRldieU RXghW WR Whink. BXW iW dReVn'W Ueall\ maWWeU." SR Whe\
SURceeded WR SiWch WheiU camS.

AVlan'V mRRd affecWed eYeU\Rne WhaW eYening. PeWeU ZaV feeling XncRmfRUWable WRR aW
Whe idea Rf fighWing Whe baWWle Rn hiV RZn; Whe neZV WhaW AVlan mighW nRW be WheUe had
cRme aV a gUeaW VhRck WR him. SXSSeU WhaW eYening ZaV a TXieW meal. EYeU\Rne felW hRZ
diffeUenW iW had been laVW nighW RU eYen WhaW mRUning. IW ZaV aV if Whe gRRd WimeV, haYing
jXVW begXn, ZeUe alUead\ dUaZing WR WheiU end.

ThiV feeling affecWed SXVan VR mXch WhaW Vhe cRXldn'W geW WR VleeS Zhen Vhe ZenW WR
bed. And afWeU Vhe had lain cRXnWing VheeS and WXUning RYeU and RYeU Vhe heaUd LXc\ giYe
a lRng Vigh and WXUn RYeU jXVW beVide heU in Whe daUkneVV.

"Can'W \RX geW WR VleeS eiWheU?" Vaid SXVan.

"NR," Vaid LXc\. "I WhRXghW \RX ZeUe aVleeS. I Va\, SXVan?"

"WhaW?"

"I'Ye a mRVW hRUUible feeling²aV if VRmeWhing ZeUe hanging RYeU XV."

"HaYe \RX? BecaXVe, aV a maWWeU Rf facW, VR haYe I."

"SRmeWhing abRXW AVlan," Vaid LXc\. "EiWheU VRme dUeadfXl Whing WhaW iV gRing WR
haSSen WR him, RU VRmeWhing dUeadfXl WhaW he'V gRing WR dR."

"TheUe'V been VRmeWhing ZURng ZiWh him all afWeUnRRn," Vaid SXVan. "LXc\! WhaW ZaV
WhaW he Vaid abRXW nRW being ZiWh XV aW Whe baWWle? YRX dRn'W Whink he cRXld be VWealing
aZa\ and leaYing XV WR-nighW, dR \RX?"

"WheUe iV he nRZ?" Vaid LXc\. "IV he heUe in Whe SaYiliRn?"

"I dRn'W Whink VR."

"SXVan! LeW'V gR RXWVide and haYe a lRRk URXnd. We mighW Vee him."



"All UighW. LeW'V," Vaid SXVan, "Ze mighW jXVW aV Zell be dRing WhaW aV l\ing aZake
heUe."

VeU\ TXieWl\ Whe WZR giUlV gURSed WheiU Za\ amRng Whe RWheU VleeSeUV and cUeSW RXW Rf
Whe WenW. The mRRnlighW ZaV bUighW and eYeU\Whing ZaV TXiWe VWill e[ceSW fRU Whe nRiVe Rf
Whe UiYeU chaWWeUing RYeU Whe VWRneV. Then SXVan VXddenl\ caXghW LXc\'V aUm and Vaid,
"LRRk!" On Whe faU Vide Rf Whe camSing gURXnd, jXVW ZheUe Whe WUeeV began, Whe\ VaZ Whe
LiRn VlRZl\ Zalking aZa\ fURm Whem inWR Whe ZRRd. WiWhRXW a ZRUd Whe\ bRWh fRllRZed
him.

He led Whem XS Whe VWeeS VlRSe RXW Rf Whe UiYeU Yalle\ and When VlighWl\ WR Whe lefW²
aSSaUenWl\ b\ Whe YeU\ Vame URXWe Zhich Whe\ had XVed WhaW afWeUnRRn in cRming fURm Whe
Hill Rf Whe SWRne Table. On and Rn he led Whem, inWR daUk VhadRZV and RXW inWR Sale
mRRnlighW, geWWing WheiU feeW ZeW ZiWh Whe heaY\ deZ. He lRRked VRmehRZ diffeUenW fURm
Whe AVlan Whe\ kneZ. HiV Wail and hiV head hXng lRZ and he Zalked VlRZl\ aV if he ZeUe
YeU\, YeU\ WiUed. Then, Zhen Whe\ ZeUe cURVVing a Zide RSen Slace ZheUe WheUe ZeUe nR
VhadRZV fRU Whem WR hide in, he VWRSSed and lRRked URXnd. IW ZaV nR gRRd WU\ing WR UXn
aZa\ VR Whe\ came WRZaUdV him. When Whe\ ZeUe clRVeU he Vaid,

"Oh, childUen, childUen, Zh\ aUe \RX fRllRZing me?"

"We cRXldn'W VleeS," Vaid LXc\²and When felW VXUe WhaW Vhe need Va\ nR mRUe and WhaW
AVlan kneZ all Whe\ had been Whinking.

"PleaVe, ma\ Ze cRme ZiWh \RX²ZheUeYeU \RX'Ue gRing?" Vaid SXVan.

"Well²" Vaid AVlan and Veemed WR be Whinking. Then he Vaid, "I VhRXld be glad Rf
cRmSan\ WR-nighW. YeV, \RX ma\ cRme, if \RX Zill SURmiVe WR VWRS Zhen I Well \RX, and
afWeU WhaW leaYe me WR gR Rn alRne."

"Oh, Whank \RX, Whank \RX. And Ze Zill," Vaid Whe WZR giUlV.

FRUZaUd Whe\ ZenW again and Rne Rf Whe giUlV Zalked Rn each Vide Rf Whe LiRn. BXW
hRZ VlRZl\ he Zalked! And hiV gUeaW, UR\al head dURRSed VR WhaW hiV nRVe neaUl\ WRXched
Whe gUaVV. PUeVenWl\ he VWXmbled and gaYe a lRZ mRan.

"AVlan! DeaU AVlan!" Vaid LXc\, "ZhaW iV ZURng? Can'W \RX Well XV?"

"AUe \RX ill, deaU AVlan?" aVked SXVan.

"NR," Vaid AVlan. "I am Vad and lRnel\. La\ \RXU handV Rn m\ mane VR WhaW I can feel
\RX aUe WheUe and leW XV Zalk like WhaW."

And VR Whe giUlV did ZhaW Whe\ ZRXld neYeU haYe daUed WR dR ZiWhRXW hiV SeUmiVViRn
bXW ZhaW Whe\ had lRnged WR dR eYeU Vince Whe\ fiUVW VaZ him²bXUied WheiU cRld handV in
Whe beaXWifXl Vea Rf fXU and VWURked iW and, VR dRing, Zalked ZiWh him. And SUeVenWl\ Whe\
VaZ WhaW Whe\ ZeUe gRing ZiWh him XS Whe VlRSe Rf Whe hill Rn Zhich Whe SWRne Table
VWRRd. The\ ZenW XS aW Whe Vide ZheUe Whe WUeeV came fXUWheVW XS, and Zhen Whe\ gRW WR
Whe laVW WUee (iW ZaV Rne WhaW had VRme bXVheV abRXW iW) AVlan VWRSSed and Vaid,

"Oh, childUen, childUen. HeUe \RX mXVW VWRS. And ZhaWeYeU haSSenV, dR nRW leW
\RXUVelYeV be Veen. FaUeZell."

And bRWh Whe giUlV cUied biWWeUl\ (WhRXgh Whe\ haUdl\ kneZ Zh\) and clXng WR Whe LiRn
and kiVVed hiV mane and hiV nRVe and hiV SaZV and hiV gUeaW, Vad e\eV. Then he WXUned
fURm Whem and Zalked RXW RnWR Whe WRS Rf Whe hill. And LXc\ and SXVan, cURXching in Whe
bXVheV, lRRked afWeU him and WhiV iV ZhaW Whe\ VaZ.



A gUeaW cURZd Rf SeRSle ZeUe VWanding all URXnd Whe SWRne Table and WhRXgh Whe mRRn
ZaV Vhining man\ Rf Whem caUUied WRUcheV Zhich bXUned ZiWh eYil-lRRking Ued flameV and
black VmRke. BXW VXch SeRSle! OgUeV ZiWh mRnVWURXV WeeWh, and ZRlYeV, and bXll-headed
men; VSiUiWV Rf eYil WUeeV and SRiVRnRXV SlanWV; and RWheU cUeaWXUeV ZhRm I ZRn'W deVcUibe
becaXVe if I did Whe gURZn-XSV ZRXld SURbabl\ nRW leW \RX Uead WhiV bRRk²CUXelV and
HagV and IncXbXVeV, WUaiWhV, HRUURUV, EfUeeWV, SSUiWeV, OUknieV, WRRVeV, and EWWinV. In
facW heUe ZeUe all WhRVe ZhR ZeUe Rn Whe WiWch'V Vide and ZhRm Whe WRlf had VXmmRned
aW heU cRmmand. And UighW in Whe middle, VWanding b\ Whe Table, ZaV Whe WiWch heUVelf.

A hRZl and a gibbeU Rf diVma\ ZenW XS fURm Whe cUeaWXUeV Zhen Whe\ fiUVW VaZ Whe
gUeaW LiRn Sacing WRZaUdV Whem, and fRU a mRmenW Whe WiWch heUVelf Veemed WR be VWUXck
ZiWh feaU. Then Vhe UecRYeUed heUVelf and gaYe a Zild, fieUce laXgh.

"The fRRl!" Vhe cUied. "The fRRl haV cRme. Bind him faVW."

LXc\ and SXVan held WheiU bUeaWhV ZaiWing fRU AVlan'V URaU and hiV VSUing XSRn hiV
enemieV. BXW iW neYeU came. FRXU hagV, gUinning and leeUing, \eW alVR (aW fiUVW) hanging
back and half afUaid Rf ZhaW Whe\ had WR dR, had aSSURached him. "Bind him, I Va\!"
UeSeaWed Whe WhiWe WiWch. The hagV made a daUW aW him and VhUieked ZiWh WUiXmSh Zhen
Whe\ fRXnd WhaW he made nR UeViVWance aW all. Then RWheUV²eYil dZaUfV and aSeV²UXVhed
in WR helS Whem and beWZeen Whem Whe\ URlled Whe hXge LiRn URXnd Rn hiV back and Wied all
hiV fRXU SaZV WRgeWheU, VhRXWing and cheeUing aV if Whe\ had dRne VRmeWhing bUaYe,
WhRXgh, had Whe LiRn chRVen, Rne Rf WhRVe SaZV cRXld haYe been Whe deaWh Rf Whem all.
BXW he made nR nRiVe, eYen Zhen Whe enemieV, VWUaining and WXgging, SXlled Whe cRUdV VR
WighW WhaW Whe\ cXW inWR hiV fleVh. Then Whe\ began WR dUag him WRZaUdV Whe SWRne Table.

"SWRS!" Vaid Whe WiWch. "LeW him fiUVW be VhaYed."

AnRWheU URaU Rf mean laXghWeU ZenW XS fURm heU fRllRZeUV aV an RgUe ZiWh a SaiU Rf
VheaUV came fRUZaUd and VTXaWWed dRZn b\ AVlan'V head. SniS-VniS-VniS ZenW Whe VheaUV
and maVVeV Rf cXUling gRld began WR fall WR Whe gURXnd. Then Whe RgUe VWRRd back and Whe
childUen, ZaWching fURm WheiU hiding-Slace, cRXld Vee Whe face Rf AVlan lRRking all Vmall
and diffeUenW ZiWhRXW iWV mane. The enemieV alVR VaZ Whe diffeUence.

"Wh\, he'V Rnl\ a gUeaW caW afWeU all!" cUied Rne.

"IV WKaW ZhaW Ze ZeUe afUaid Rf?" Vaid anRWheU.

And Whe\ VXUged URXnd AVlan jeeUing aW him, Va\ing WhingV like "PXVV, PXVV! PRRU
PXVV\," and "HRZ man\ mice haYe \RX caXghW WR-da\, CaW?" and "WRXld \RX like a
VaXceU Rf milk, PXVVXmV?"

"Oh hRZ caQ Whe\?" Vaid LXc\, WeaUV VWUeaming dRZn heU cheekV. "The bUXWeV, Whe
bUXWeV!" fRU nRZ WhaW Whe fiUVW VhRck ZaV RYeU Whe VhRUn face Rf AVlan lRRked WR heU
bUaYeU, and mRUe beaXWifXl, and mRUe SaWienW Whan eYeU.

"MX]]le him!" Vaid Whe WiWch. And eYen nRZ, aV Whe\ ZRUked abRXW hiV face SXWWing
Rn Whe mX]]le, Rne biWe fURm hiV jaZV ZRXld haYe cRVW WZR RU WhUee Rf Whem WheiU handV.
BXW he neYeU mRYed. And WhiV Veemed WR enUage all WhaW Uabble. EYeU\Rne ZaV aW him
nRZ. ThRVe ZhR had been afUaid WR cRme neaU him eYen afWeU he ZaV bRXnd began WR find
WheiU cRXUage, and fRU a feZ minXWeV Whe WZR giUlV cRXld nRW eYen Vee him²VR Whickl\ ZaV
he VXUURXnded b\ Whe ZhRle cURZd Rf cUeaWXUeV kicking him, hiWWing him, VSiWWing Rn him,
jeeUing aW him.

AW laVW Whe Uabble had had enRXgh Rf WhiV. The\ began WR dUag Whe bRXnd and mX]]led
LiRn WR Whe SWRne Table, VRme SXlling and VRme SXVhing. He ZaV VR hXge WhaW eYen Zhen
Whe\ gRW him WheUe iW WRRk all WheiU effRUWV WR hRiVW him RnWR Whe VXUface Rf iW. Then WheUe
ZaV mRUe W\ing and WighWening Rf cRUdV.



"The cRZaUdV! The cRZaUdV!" VRbbed SXVan. "AUe Whe\ VWLOO afUaid Rf him, eYen nRZ?"

When Rnce AVlan had been Wied (and Wied VR WhaW he ZaV Ueall\ a maVV Rf cRUdV) Rn Whe
flaW VWRne, a hXVh fell Rn Whe cURZd. FRXU HagV, hRlding fRXU WRUcheV, VWRRd aW Whe cRUneUV
Rf Whe Table. The WiWch baUed heU aUmV aV Vhe had baUed Whem Whe SUeYiRXV nighW Zhen iW
had been EdmXnd inVWead Rf AVlan. Then Vhe began WR ZheW heU knife. IW lRRked WR Whe
childUen, Zhen Whe gleam Rf Whe WRUchlighW fell Rn iW, aV if Whe knife ZeUe made Rf VWRne nRW
Rf VWeel and iW ZaV Rf a VWUange and eYil VhaSe.

AW laVW Vhe dUeZ neaU. She VWRRd b\ AVlan'V head. HeU face ZaV ZRUking and WZiWching
ZiWh SaVViRn, bXW hiV lRRked XS aW Whe Vk\, VWill TXieW, neiWheU angU\ nRU afUaid, bXW a liWWle
Vad. Then, jXVW befRUe Vhe gaYe Whe blRZ, Vhe VWRRSed dRZn and Vaid in a TXiYeUing YRice,

"And nRZ, ZhR haV ZRn? FRRl, did \RX Whink WhaW b\ all WhiV \RX ZRXld VaYe Whe
hXman WUaiWRU? NRZ I Zill kill \RX inVWead Rf him aV RXU SacW ZaV and VR Whe DeeS Magic
Zill be aSSeaVed. BXW Zhen \RX aUe dead ZhaW Zill SUeYenW me fURm killing him aV Zell?
And ZhR Zill Wake him RXW Rf m\ hand WKeQ? UndeUVWand WhaW \RX haYe giYen me NaUnia
fRUeYeU, \RX haYe lRVW \RXU RZn life and \RX haYe nRW VaYed hiV. In WhaW knRZledge,
deVSaiU and die."

The childUen did nRW Vee Whe acWXal mRmenW Rf Whe killing. The\ cRXldn'W beaU WR lRRk
and had cRYeUed WheiU e\eV.

 

CHAP7ER ;9

Deeper Magic from before Whe DaZn of Time

While Whe WZR giUlV VWill cURXched in Whe bXVheV ZiWh WheiU handV RYeU WheiU faceV, Whe\
heaUd Whe YRice Rf Whe WiWch calling RXW.

"NRZ! FRllRZ me all and Ze Zill VeW abRXW ZhaW UemainV Rf WhiV ZaU! IW Zill nRW Wake
XV lRng WR cUXVh Whe hXman YeUmin and Whe WUaiWRUV nRZ WhaW Whe gUeaW FRRl, Whe gUeaW CaW,
lieV dead."

AW WhiV mRmenW Whe childUen ZeUe fRU a feZ VecRndV in YeU\ gUeaW dangeU. FRU ZiWh
Zild cUieV and a nRiVe Rf VkiUling SiSeV and VhUill hRUnV blRZing, Whe ZhRle Rf WhaW Yile
Uabble came VZeeSing Rff Whe hill-WRS and dRZn Whe VlRSe UighW SaVW WheiU hiding-Slace.
The\ felW Whe SSecWUeV gR b\ Whem like a cRld Zind and Whe\ felW Whe gURXnd Vhake beneaWh
Whem XndeU Whe gallRSing feeW Rf Whe MinRWaXUV; and RYeUhead WheUe ZenW a flXUU\ Rf fRXl
ZingV and a blackneVV Rf YXlWXUeV and gianW baWV. AW an\ RWheU Wime Whe\ ZRXld haYe
WUembled ZiWh feaU; bXW nRZ Whe VadneVV and Vhame and hRUURU Rf AVlan'V deaWh VR filled
WheiU mindV WhaW Whe\ haUdl\ WhRXghW Rf iW.

AV VRRn aV Whe ZRRd ZaV VilenW again SXVan and LXc\ cUeSW RXW inWR Whe RSen hill-WRS.
The mRRn ZaV geWWing lRZ and Whin clRXdV ZeUe SaVVing acURVV heU, bXW VWill Whe\ cRXld
Vee Whe VhaSe Rf Whe gUeaW LiRn l\ing dead in hiV bRndV. And dRZn Whe\ bRWh knelW in Whe
ZeW gUaVV and kiVVed hiV cRld face and VWURked hiV beaXWifXl fXU²ZhaW ZaV lefW Rf iW²and
cUied Will Whe\ cRXld cU\ nR mRUe. And When Whe\ lRRked aW each RWheU and held each RWheU'V
handV fRU meUe lRnelineVV and cUied again; and When again ZeUe VilenW. AW laVW LXc\ Vaid,

"I can'W beaU Whe lRRk Rf WhaW hRUUible mX]]le. I ZRndeU cRXld Ze Wake iW Rff?"

SR Whe\ WUied. And afWeU a lRW Rf ZRUking aW iW (fRU WheiU fingeUV ZeUe cRld and iW ZaV
nRZ Whe daUkeVW SaUW Rf Whe nighW) Whe\ VXcceeded. And Zhen Whe\ VaZ hiV face ZiWhRXW iW



Whe\ bXUVW RXW cU\ing again and kiVVed iW and fRndled iW and ZiSed aZa\ Whe blRRd and Whe
fRam aV Zell aV Whe\ cRXld. And iW ZaV all mRUe lRnel\ and hRSeleVV and hRUUid Whan I
knRZ hRZ WR deVcUibe.

"I ZRndeU cRXld Ze XnWie him aV Zell?" Vaid SXVan SUeVenWl\. BXW Whe enemieV, RXW Rf
SXUe VSiWefXlneVV had dUaZn Whe cRUdV VR WighW WhaW Whe giUlV cRXld make nRWhing Rf Whe
knRWV.

I hRSe nR Rne ZhR UeadV WhiV bRRk haV been TXiWe aV miVeUable aV SXVan and LXc\
ZeUe WhaW nighW; bXW if \RX haYe been²if \RX'Ye been XS all nighW and cUied Will \RX haYe
nR mRUe WeaUV lefW in \RX²\RX Zill knRZ WhaW WheUe cRmeV in Whe end a VRUW Rf TXieWneVV.
YRX feel aV if nRWhing ZaV eYeU gRing WR haSSen again. AW an\ UaWe WhaW ZaV hRZ iW felW WR
WheVe WZR. HRXUV and hRXUV Veemed WR gR b\ in WhiV dead calm, and Whe\ haUdl\ nRWiced
WhaW Whe\ ZeUe geWWing cRldeU and cRldeU. BXW aW laVW LXc\ nRWiced WZR RWheU WhingV. One
ZaV WhaW Whe Vk\ Rn Whe EaVW Vide Rf Whe hill ZaV a liWWle leVV daUk Whan iW had been an hRXU
agR. The RWheU ZaV VRme Win\ mRYemenW gRing Rn in Whe gUaVV aW heU feeW. AW fiUVW Vhe
WRRk nR inWeUeVW in WhiV. WhaW did iW maWWeU? NRWhing maWWeUed nRZ! BXW aW laVW Vhe VaZ
WhaW ZhaWeYeU-iW-ZaV had begXn WR mRYe XS Whe XSUighW VWRneV Rf Whe SWRne Table. And
nRZ ZhaWeYeU-Whe\-ZeUe ZeUe mRYing abRXW Rn AVlan'V bRd\. She SeeUed clRVeU. The\
ZeUe liWWle gUe\ WhingV.

"Ugh!" Vaid SXVan fURm Whe RWheU Vide Rf Whe Table. "HRZ beaVWl\! TheUe aUe hRUUid
liWWle mice cUaZling RYeU him. GR aZa\, \RX liWWle beaVWV." And Vhe UaiVed heU hand WR
fUighWen Whem aZa\.

"WaiW!" Vaid LXc\ ZhR had been lRRking aW Whem mRUe clRVel\ VWill. "Can \RX Vee
ZhaW Whe\'Ue dRing?"

BRWh giUlV benW dRZn and VWaUed.

"I dR belieYe!" Vaid SXVan. "BXW hRZ TXeeU. The\'Ue nibbling aZa\ aW Whe cRUdV!"

"ThaW'V ZhaW I WhRXghW," Vaid LXc\. "I Whink Whe\'Ue fUiendl\ mice. PRRU liWWle WhingV²
Whe\ dRn'W UealiVe he'V dead. The\ Whink iW'll dR VRme gRRd XnW\ing him."

IW ZaV TXiWe definiWel\ lighWeU b\ nRZ. Each Rf Whe giUlV nRWiced fRU Whe fiUVW Wime Whe
ZhiWe face Rf Whe RWheU. The\ cRXld Vee Whe mice nibbling aZa\; dR]enV and dR]enV, eYen
hXndUedV, Rf liWWle field mice. And aW laVW, Rne b\ Rne, Whe URSeV ZeUe all gnaZed WhURXgh.

The Vk\ in Whe EaVW ZaV ZhiWiVh b\ nRZ and Whe VWaUV ZeUe geWWing fainWeU²all e[ceSW
Rne YeU\ big Rne lRZ dRZn Rn Whe EaVWeUn hRUi]Rn. The\ felW cRldeU Whan Whe\ had been
all nighW. The mice cUeSW aZa\ again.

The giUlV cleaUed aZa\ Whe UemainV Rf Whe gnaZed URSeV. AVlan lRRked mRUe like
himVelf ZiWhRXW Whem. EYeU\ mRmenW hiV dead face lRRked nRbleU, aV Whe lighW gUeZ and
Whe\ cRXld Vee iW beWWeU.

In Whe ZRRd behind Whem a biUd gaYe a chXckling VRXnd. IW had been VR VWill fRU hRXUV
and hRXUV WhaW iW VWaUWled Whem. Then anRWheU biUd anVZeUed iW. SRRn WheUe ZeUe biUdV
Vinging all RYeU Whe Slace.

IW ZaV TXiWe definiWel\ eaUl\ mRUning nRZ, nRW laWe nighW.

"I'm VR cRld," Vaid LXc\.

"SR am I," Vaid SXVan. "LeW'V Zalk abRXW a biW."

The\ Zalked WR Whe EaVWeUn edge Rf Whe hill and lRRked dRZn. The Rne big VWaU had
almRVW diVaSSeaUed. The cRXnWU\ all lRRked daUk gUe\, bXW be\Rnd, aW Whe YeU\ end Rf Whe



ZRUld, Whe Vea VhRZed Sale. The Vk\ began WR WXUn Ued. The\ Zalked WR and fUR mRUe
WimeV Whan Whe\ cRXld cRXnW beWZeen Whe dead AVlan and Whe EaVWeUn Uidge, WU\ing WR keeS
ZaUm; and Rh, hRZ WiUed WheiU legV felW. Then aW laVW, aV Whe\ VWRRd fRU a mRmenW lRRking
RXW WRZaUdV Whe Vea and CaiU PaUaYel (Zhich Whe\ cRXld nRZ jXVW make RXW) Whe Ued WXUned
WR gRld alRng Whe line ZheUe Whe Vea and Whe Vk\ meW and YeU\ VlRZl\ XS came Whe edge Rf
Whe VXn. AW WhaW mRmenW Whe\ heaUd fURm behind Whem a lRXd nRiVe²a gUeaW cUacking,
deafening nRiVe aV if a gianW had bURken a gianW'V SlaWe.

"WhaW'V WhaW?" Vaid LXc\, clXWching SXVan'V aUm.

"I²I feel afUaid WR WXUn URXnd," Vaid SXVan; "VRmeWhing aZfXl iV haSSening."

"The\'Ue dRing VRmeWhing ZRUVe WR KLP," Vaid LXc\. "CRme Rn!" And Vhe WXUned,
SXlling SXVan URXnd ZiWh heU.

The UiVing Rf Whe VXn had made eYeU\Whing lRRk VR diffeUenW²all Whe cRlRXUV and
VhadRZV ZeUe changed²WhaW fRU a mRmenW Whe\ didn'W Vee Whe imSRUWanW Whing. Then Whe\
did. The SWRne Table ZaV bURken inWR WZR SieceV b\ a gUeaW cUack WhaW Uan dRZn iW fURm
end WR end; and WheUe ZaV nR AVlan.

"Oh, Rh, Rh!" cUied Whe WZR giUlV UXVhing back WR Whe Table.

"Oh, iW'V WRR bad," VRbbed LXc\; "Whe\ mighW haYe lefW Whe bRd\ alRne."

"WhR'V dRne iW?" cUied SXVan. "WhaW dReV iW mean? IV iW mRUe magic?"

"YeV!" Vaid a gUeaW YRice behind WheiU backV. "IW iV mRUe magic." The\ lRRked URXnd.
TheUe, Vhining in Whe VXnUiVe, laUgeU Whan Whe\ had Veen him befRUe, Vhaking hiV mane (fRU
iW had aSSaUenWl\ gURZn again) VWRRd AVlan himVelf.

"Oh, AVlan!" cUied bRWh Whe childUen, VWaUing XS aW him, almRVW aV mXch fUighWened aV
Whe\ ZeUe glad.

"AUen'W \RX dead When, deaU AVlan?" Vaid LXc\.

"NRW nRZ," Vaid AVlan.

"YRX'Ue nRW²nRW a²?" aVked SXVan in a Vhak\ YRice. She cRXldn'W bUing heUVelf WR
Va\ Whe ZRUd gKRVW.

AVlan VWRRSed hiV gRlden head and licked heU fRUehead. The ZaUmWh Rf hiV bUeaWh and
a Uich VRUW Rf Vmell WhaW Veemed WR hang abRXW hiV haiU came all RYeU heU.

"DR I lRRk iW?" he Vaid.

"Oh, \RX'Ue Ueal, \RX'Ue Ueal! Oh, AVlan!" cUied LXc\ and bRWh giUlV flXng WhemVelYeV
XSRn him and cRYeUed him ZiWh kiVVeV.

"BXW ZhaW dReV iW all mean?" aVked SXVan Zhen Whe\ ZeUe VRmeZhaW calmeU.

"IW meanV," Vaid AVlan, "WhaW WhRXgh Whe WiWch kneZ Whe DeeS Magic, WheUe iV a magic
deeSeU VWill Zhich Vhe did nRW knRZ. HeU knRZledge gReV back Rnl\ WR Whe daZn Rf Time.
BXW if Vhe cRXld haYe lRRked a liWWle fXUWheU back, inWR Whe VWillneVV and Whe daUkneVV
befRUe Time daZned, Vhe ZRXld haYe Uead WheUe a diffeUenW incanWaWiRn. She ZRXld haYe
knRZn WhaW Zhen a Zilling YicWim ZhR had cRmmiWWed nR WUeacheU\ ZaV killed in a
WUaiWRU'V VWead, Whe Table ZRXld cUack and DeaWh iWVelf ZRXld VWaUW ZRUking backZaUdV.
And nRZ²

"Oh \eV. NRZ?" Vaid LXc\ jXmSing XS and claSSing heU handV.



"Oh, childUen," Vaid Whe LiRn, "I feel m\ VWUengWh cRming back WR me. Oh, childUen,
caWch me if \RX can!" He VWRRd fRU a VecRnd, hiV e\eV YeU\ bUighW, hiV limbV TXiYeUing,
laVhing himVelf ZiWh hiV Wail. Then he made a leaS high RYeU WheiU headV and landed Rn Whe
RWheU Vide Rf Whe Table. LaXghing, WhRXgh Vhe didn'W knRZ Zh\, LXc\ VcUambled RYeU iW WR
Ueach him. AVlan leaSed again. A mad chaVe began. RRXnd and URXnd Whe hill-WRS he led
Whem, nRZ hRSeleVVl\ RXW Rf WheiU Ueach, nRZ leWWing Whem almRVW caWch hiV Wail, nRZ
diYing beWZeen Whem, nRZ WRVVing Whem in Whe aiU ZiWh hiV hXge and beaXWifXll\ YelYeWed
SaZV and caWching Whem again, and nRZ VWRSSing Xne[SecWedl\ VR WhaW all WhUee Rf Whem
URlled RYeU WRgeWheU in a haSS\ laXghing heaS Rf fXU and aUmV and legV. IW ZaV VXch a
URmS aV nR Rne haV eYeU had e[ceSW in NaUnia; and ZheWheU iW ZaV mRUe like Sla\ing ZiWh
a WhXndeUVWRUm RU Sla\ing ZiWh a kiWWen LXc\ cRXld neYeU make XS heU mind. And Whe
fXnn\ Whing ZaV WhaW Zhen all WhUee finall\ la\ WRgeWheU SanWing in Whe VXn Whe giUlV nR
lRngeU felW in Whe leaVW WiUed RU hXngU\ RU WhiUVW\.

"And nRZ," Vaid AVlan SUeVenWl\, "WR bXVineVV. I feel I am gRing WR URaU. YRX had
beWWeU SXW \RXU fingeUV in \RXU eaUV."

And Whe\ did. And AVlan VWRRd XS and Zhen he RSened hiV mRXWh WR URaU hiV face
became VR WeUUible WhaW Whe\ did nRW daUe WR lRRk aW iW. And Whe\ VaZ all Whe WUeeV in fURnW
Rf him bend befRUe Whe blaVW Rf hiV URaUing aV gUaVV bendV in a meadRZ befRUe Whe Zind.
Then he Vaid,

"We haYe a lRng jRXUne\ WR gR. YRX mXVW Uide Rn me." And he cURXched dRZn and Whe
childUen climbed RnWR hiV ZaUm, gRlden back and SXVan VaW fiUVW hRlding Rn WighWl\ WR hiV
mane and LXc\ VaW behind hRlding Rn WighWl\ WR SXVan. And ZiWh a gUeaW heaYe he URVe
XndeUneaWh Whem and When VhRW Rff, faVWeU Whan an\ hRUVe cRXld gR, dRZnhill and inWR Whe
Whick Rf Whe fRUeVW.

ThaW Uide ZaV SeUhaSV Whe mRVW ZRndeUfXl Whing WhaW haSSened WR Whem in NaUnia.
HaYe \RX eYeU had a gallRS Rn a hRUVe? Think Rf WhaW; and When Wake aZa\ Whe heaY\ nRiVe
Rf Whe hRRfV and Whe jingle Rf Whe haUneVV and imagine inVWead Whe almRVW nRiVeleVV
Sadding Rf Whe gUeaW SaZV. Then imagine inVWead Rf Whe black RU gUe\ RU cheVWnXW back Rf
Whe hRUVe Whe VRfW URXghneVV Rf gRlden fXU, and Whe mane fl\ing back in Whe Zind. And
When imagine \RX aUe gRing abRXW WZice aV faVW aV Whe faVWeVW UacehRUVe. BXW WhiV iV a
mRXnW WhaW dReVn'W need WR be gXided and neYeU gURZV WiUed. He UXVheV Rn and Rn, neYeU
miVVing hiV fRRWing, neYeU heViWaWing, WhUeading hiV Za\ ZiWh SeUfecW Vkill beWZeen WUee-
WUXnkV, jXmSing RYeU bXVh and bUiaU and Whe VmalleU VWUeamV, Zading Whe laUgeU,
VZimming Whe laUgeVW Rf all. And \RX aUe Uiding nRW Rn a URad nRU in a SaUk nRU eYen Rn
Whe dRZnV bXW UighW acURVV NaUnia, in VSUing, dRZn VRlemn aYenXeV Rf beech and acURVV
VXnn\ gladeV Rf Rak, WhURXgh Zild RUchaUdV Rf VnRZ-ZhiWe cheUU\ WUeeV, SaVW URaUing
ZaWeUfallV and mRVV\ URckV and echRing caYeUnV, XS Zind\ VlRSeV alighW ZiWh gRUVe
bXVheV and acURVV Whe VhRXldeUV Rf heaWheU\ mRXnWainV and alRng gidd\ UidgeV and dRZn,
dRZn, dRZn again inWR Zild Yalle\V and RXW inWR acUeV Rf blXe flRZeUV.

IW ZaV neaUl\ mid-da\ Zhen Whe\ fRXnd WhemVelYeV lRRking dRZn a VWeeS hillVide aW a
caVWle²a liWWle WR\ caVWle iW lRRked fURm ZheUe Whe\ VWRRd²Zhich Veemed WR be all
SRinWed WRZeUV. BXW Whe LiRn ZaV UXVhing dRZn aW VXch a VSeed WhaW iW gUeZ laUgeU eYeU\
mRmenW and befRUe Whe\ had Wime eYen WR aVk WhemVelYeV ZhaW iW ZaV Whe\ ZeUe alUead\
Rn a leYel ZiWh iW. And nRZ iW nR lRngeU lRRked like a WR\ caVWle bXW URVe fURZning in fURnW
Rf Whem. NR face lRRked RYeU Whe baWWlemenWV and Whe gaWeV ZeUe faVW VhXW. And AVlan, nRW
aW all Vlacking hiV Sace, UXVhed VWUaighW aV a bXlleW WRZaUdV iW.

"The WiWch'V hRme!" he cUied. "NRZ, childUen, hRld WighW."

Ne[W mRmenW Whe ZhRle ZRUld Veemed WR WXUn XSVide dRZn, and Whe childUen felW aV if
Whe\ had lefW WheiU inVideV behind Whem; fRU Whe LiRn had gaWheUed himVelf WRgeWheU fRU a
gUeaWeU leaS Whan an\ he had \eW made and jXmSed²RU \RX ma\ call iW fl\ing UaWheU Whan
jXmSing²UighW RYeU Whe caVWle Zall. The WZR giUlV, bUeaWhleVV bXW XnhXUW, fRXnd
WhemVelYeV WXmbling Rff hiV back in Whe middle Rf a Zide VWRne cRXUW\aUd fXll Rf VWaWXeV.



 

CHAP7ER ;9I

WhaW Happened aboXW Whe SWaWXeV

"WhaW an e[WUaRUdinaU\ Slace!" cUied LXc\. "All WhRVe VWRne animalV²and SeRSle WRR!
IW'V²iW'V like a mXVeXm."

"HXVh," Vaid SXVan, "AVlan'V dRing VRmeWhing."

He ZaV indeed. He had bRXnded XS WR Whe VWRne liRn and bUeaWhed Rn him. Then
ZiWhRXW ZaiWing a mRmenW he ZhiVked URXnd²almRVW aV if he had been a caW chaVing iWV
Wail²and bUeaWhed alVR Rn Whe VWRne dZaUf, Zhich (aV \RX UemembeU) ZaV VWanding a feZ
feeW fURm Whe liRn ZiWh hiV back WR iW. Then he SRXnced Rn a Wall VWRne DU\ad Zhich VWRRd
be\Rnd Whe dZaUf, WXUned UaSidl\ aVide WR deal ZiWh a VWRne UabbiW Rn hiV UighW, and UXVhed
Rn WR WZR cenWaXUV. BXW aW WhaW mRmenW LXc\ Vaid,

"Oh, SXVan! LRRk! LRRk aW Whe liRn."

I e[SecW \RX'Ye Veen VRmeRne SXW a lighWed maWch WR a biW Rf neZVSaSeU Zhich iV
SURSSed XS in a gUaWe againVW an XnliW fiUe. And fRU a VecRnd nRWhing VeemV WR haYe
haSSened; and When \RX nRWice a Win\ VWUeak Rf flame cUeeSing alRng Whe edge Rf Whe
neZVSaSeU. IW ZaV like WhaW nRZ. FRU a VecRnd afWeU AVlan had bUeaWhed XSRn him Whe
VWRne liRn lRRked jXVW Whe Vame. Then a Win\ VWUeak Rf gRld began WR UXn alRng hiV ZhiWe
maUble back²When iW VSUead²When Whe cRlRXU Veemed WR lick all RYeU him aV Whe flame
lickV all RYeU a biW Rf SaSeU²When, Zhile hiV hind-TXaUWeUV ZeUe VWill RbYiRXVl\ VWRne Whe
liRn VhRRk hiV mane and all Whe heaY\, VWRn\ fRldV UiSSled inWR liYing haiU. Then he
RSened a gUeaW Ued mRXWh, ZaUm and liYing, and gaYe a SURdigiRXV \aZn. And nRZ hiV
hind legV had cRme WR life. He lifWed Rne Rf Whem and VcUaWched himVelf. Then, haYing
caXghW VighW Rf AVlan, he ZenW bRXnding afWeU him and fUiVking URXnd him ZhimSeUing
ZiWh delighW and jXmSing XS WR lick hiV face.

Of cRXUVe Whe childUen'V e\eV WXUned WR fRllRZ Whe liRn; bXW Whe VighW Whe\ VaZ ZaV VR
ZRndeUfXl WhaW Whe\ VRRn fRUgRW abRXW KLP. EYeU\ZheUe Whe VWaWXeV ZeUe cRming WR life.
The cRXUW\aUd lRRked nR lRngeU like a mXVeXm; iW lRRked mRUe like a ]RR. CUeaWXUeV ZeUe
UXnning afWeU AVlan and dancing URXnd him Will he ZaV almRVW hidden in Whe cURZd.
InVWead Rf all WhaW deadl\ ZhiWe Whe cRXUW\aUd ZaV nRZ a bla]e Rf cRlRXUV; glRVV\ cheVWnXW
VideV Rf cenWaXUV, indigR hRUnV Rf XnicRUnV, da]]ling SlXmage Rf biUdV, Uedd\-bURZn Rf
fR[eV, dRgV, and VaW\UV, \ellRZ VWRckingV and cUimVRn hRRdV Rf dZaUfV; and Whe biUch-
giUlV in VilYeU, and Whe beech-giUlV in fUeVh, WUanVSaUenW gUeen, and Whe laUch-giUlV in gUeen
VR bUighW WhaW iW ZaV almRVW \ellRZ. And inVWead Rf Whe deadl\ Vilence Whe ZhRle Slace
Uang ZiWh Whe VRXnd Rf haSS\ URaUingV, bUa\ingV, \elSingV, baUkingV, VTXealingV, cRRingV,
neighingV, VWamSingV, VhRXWV, hXUUahV, VRngV and laXghWeU.

"ORh!" Vaid SXVan in a diffeUenW WRne. "LRRk! I ZRndeU²I mean, iV iW Vafe?"

LXc\ lRRked and VaZ WhaW AVlan had jXVW bUeaWhed Rn Whe feeW Rf Whe VWRne gianW.

"IW'V all UighW!" VhRXWed AVlan jR\RXVl\. "Once Whe feeW aUe SXW UighW, all Whe UeVW Rf him
Zill fRllRZ."

"ThaW ZaVn'W e[acWl\ ZhaW I meanW," ZhiVSeUed SXVan WR LXc\. BXW iW ZaV WRR laWe WR
dR an\Whing abRXW iW nRZ eYen if AVlan ZRXld haYe liVWened WR heU. The change ZaV
alUead\ cUeeSing XS Whe GianW'V legV. NRZ he ZaV mRYing hiV feeW. A mRmenW laWeU he
lifWed Whe clXb Rff hiV VhRXldeU, UXbbed hiV e\eV and Vaid,



"BleVV me! I mXVW haYe been aVleeS. NRZ! WheUe'V WhaW dUaWWed liWWle WiWch WhaW ZaV
UXnning abRXW Rn Whe gURXnd. SRmeZheUe jXVW b\ m\ feeW iW ZaV." BXW Zhen eYeU\Rne had
VhRXWed XS WR him WR e[Slain ZhaW had Ueall\ haSSened, and Zhen Whe GianW had SXW hiV
hand WR hiV eaU and gRW Whem WR UeSeaW iW all again VR WhaW aW laVW he XndeUVWRRd, When he
bRZed dRZn Will hiV head ZaV nR fXUWheU Rff Whan Whe WRS Rf a ha\VWack and WRXched hiV
caS UeSeaWedl\ WR AVlan, beaming all RYeU hiV hRneVW Xgl\ face, (gianWV Rf an\ VRUW aUe
nRZ VR UaUe in England and VR feZ gianWV aUe gRRd WemSeUed WhaW Wen WR Rne \RX haYe
neYeU Veen a gianW Zhen hiV face iV beaming. IW'V a VighW Zell ZRUWh lRRking aW.)

"NRZ fRU Whe inVide Rf WhiV hRXVe!" Vaid AVlan. "LRRk aliYe, eYeU\Rne. US VWaiUV and
dRZn VWaiUV and in m\ lad\'V chambeU! LeaYe nR cRUneU XnVeaUched. YRX neYeU knRZ
ZheUe VRme SRRU SUiVRneU ma\ be cRncealed."

And inWR Whe inWeUiRU Whe\ all UXVhed and fRU VeYeUal minXWeV Whe ZhRle Rf WhaW daUk,
hRUUible, fXVW\ Rld caVWle echRed ZiWh Whe RSening Rf ZindRZV and ZiWh eYeU\Rne'V YRiceV
cU\ing RXW aW Rnce "DRn'W fRUgeW Whe dXngeRnV²GiYe XV a hand ZiWh WhiV dRRU!²HeUe'V
anRWheU liWWle Zinding VWaiU²Oh! I Va\. HeUe'V a SRRU liWWle kangaURR. Call AVlan²PheZ!
HRZ iW VmellV in heUe²LRRk RXW fRU WUaS-dRRUV²US heUe! TheUe aUe a ZhRle lRW mRUe Rn
Whe landing!" BXW Whe beVW Rf all ZaV Zhen LXc\ came UXVhing XSVWaiUV VhRXWing RXW,

"AVlan! AVlan! I'Ye fRXnd MU. TXmnXV. Oh, dR cRme TXick."

A mRmenW laWeU LXc\ and Whe liWWle FaXn ZeUe hRlding Rne anRWheU b\ bRWh handV and
dancing URXnd and URXnd fRU jR\. The liWWle chaS ZaV nRne Whe ZRUVe fRU haYing been a
VWaWXe and ZaV Rf cRXUVe YeU\ inWeUeVWed in all Vhe had WR Well him.

BXW aW laVW Whe UanVacking Rf Whe WiWch'V fRUWUeVV ZaV ended. The ZhRle caVWle VWRRd
emSW\ ZiWh eYeU\ dRRU and ZindRZ RSen and Whe lighW and Whe VZeeW VSUing aiU flRRding
in WR all Whe daUk and eYil SlaceV Zhich needed Whem VR badl\. The ZhRle cURZd Rf
libeUaWed VWaWXeV VXUged back inWR Whe cRXUW\aUd. And iW ZaV When WhaW VRmeRne (TXmnXV, I
Whink) fiUVW Vaid,

"BXW hRZ aUe Ze gRing WR geW RXW?" fRU AVlan had gRW in b\ a jXmS and Whe gaWeV ZeUe
VWill lRcked.

"ThaW'll be all UighW," Vaid AVlan; and When, UiVing Rn hiV hind-legV, he baZled XS aW Whe
GianW. "Hi! YRX XS WheUe," he URaUed. "WhaW'V \RXU name?"

"GianW RXmblebXffin if iW SleaVe \RXU hRnRXU," Vaid Whe GianW, Rnce mRUe WRXching hiV
caS.

"Well When, GianW RXmblebXffin," Vaid AVlan, "jXVW leW XV RXW Rf WhiV, Zill \RX?"

"CeUWainl\, \RXU hRnRXU. IW Zill be a SleaVXUe," Vaid GianW RXmblebXffin. "SWand Zell
aZa\ fURm Whe gaWeV, all \RX liWWle 'XnV." Then he VWURde WR Whe gaWe himVelf and bang²
bang²bang²ZenW hiV hXge clXb. The gaWeV cUeaked aW Whe fiUVW blRZ, cUacked aW Whe
VecRnd, and VhiYeUed aW Whe WhiUd. Then he Wackled Whe WRZeUV Rn each Vide Rf Whem and
afWeU a feZ minXWeV Rf cUaVhing and WhXdding bRWh Whe WRZeUV and a gRRd biW Rf Whe Zall
Rn each Vide ZenW WhXndeUing dRZn in a maVV Rf hRSeleVV UXbble; and Zhen Whe dXVW
cleaUed iW ZaV Rdd, VWanding in WhaW dU\, gUim, VWRn\ \aUd, WR Vee WhURXgh Whe gaS all Whe
gUaVV and ZaYing WUeeV and VSaUkling VWUeamV Rf Whe fRUeVW, and Whe blXe hillV be\Rnd WhaW
and be\Rnd Whem Whe Vk\.

"BlRZed if I ain'W all in a mXck VZeaW," Vaid Whe GianW SXffing like Whe laUgeVW UailZa\
engine. "CRmeV Rf being RXW Rf cRndiWiRn. I VXSSRVe neiWheU Rf \RX \RXng ladieV haV VXch
a Whing aV a SRckeW-handkeUchee abRXW \RX?"

"YeV, I haYe," Vaid LXc\ VWanding Rn WiS-WReV and hRlding heU handkeUchief XS aV faU
aV Vhe cRXld Ueach.



"Thank \RX, MiVVie," Vaid GianW RXmblebXffin VWRRSing dRZn. Ne[W mRmenW LXc\
gRW UaWheU a fUighW fRU Vhe fRXnd heUVelf caXghW XS in mid-aiU beWZeen Whe GianW'V fingeU
and WhXmb. BXW jXVW aV Vhe ZaV geWWing neaU hiV face he VXddenl\ VWaUWed and When SXW heU
genWl\ back Rn Whe gURXnd mXWWeUing, "BleVV me! I'Ye Sicked XS Whe liWWle giUl inVWead. I
beg \RXU SaUdRn, MiVVie, I WhRXghW \RX ZaV Whe handkeUchee!"

"NR, nR," Vaid LXc\ laXghing, "heUe iW iV!" ThiV Wime he managed WR geW iW bXW iW ZaV
Rnl\ abRXW Whe Vame Vi]e WR him WhaW a VacchaUine WableW ZRXld be WR \RX, VR WhaW Zhen Vhe
VaZ him VRlemnl\ UXbbing iW WR and fUR acURVV hiV gUeaW Ued face, Vhe Vaid, "I'm afUaid iW'V
nRW mXch XVe WR \RX, MU. RXmblebXffin."

"NRW aW all. NRW aW all," Vaid Whe GianW SRliWel\. "NeYeU meW a niceU handkeUchee. SR
fine, VR hand\. SR²I dRn'W knRZ hRZ WR deVcUibe iW."

"WhaW a nice gianW he iV!" Vaid LXc\ WR MU. TXmnXV.

"Oh \eV," UeSlied Whe FaXn. "All Whe BXffinV alZa\V ZeUe. One Rf Whe mRVW UeVSecWed
Rf all Whe gianW familieV in NaUnia. NRW YeU\ cleYeU, SeUhaSV (I neYeU kneZ a gianW WhaW
ZaV) bXW an Rld famil\. WiWh WUadiWiRnV, \RX knRZ. If he'd been Whe RWheU VRUW Vhe'd neYeU
haYe WXUned him inWR VWRne."

AW WhiV SRinW AVlan claSSed hiV SaZV WRgeWheU and called fRU Vilence.

"OXU da\'V ZRUk iV nRW \eW RYeU," he Vaid, "and if Whe WiWch iV WR be finall\ defeaWed
befRUe bed-Wime Ze mXVW find Whe baWWle aW Rnce."

"And jRin in I hRSe, SiU!" added Whe laUgeVW Rf Whe cenWaXUV.

"Of cRXUVe," Vaid AVlan. "And nRZ! ThRVe ZhR can'W keeS XS²WhaW iV, childUen,
dZaUfV, and Vmall animalV²mXVW Uide Rn Whe backV Rf WhRVe ZhR can²WhaW iV, liRnV,
cenWaXUV, XnicRUnV, hRUVeV, gianWV and eagleV. ThRVe ZhR aUe gRRd ZiWh WheiU nRVeV mXVW
cRme in Whe fURnW ZiWh XV liRnV WR Vmell RXW ZheUe Whe baWWle iV. LRRk liYel\ and VRUW
\RXUVelYeV."

And ZiWh a gUeaW deal Rf bXVWle and cheeUing Whe\ did. The mRVW SleaVed Rf Whe lRW ZaV
Whe RWheU liRn, ZhR keSW UXnning abRXW eYeU\ZheUe SUeWending WR be YeU\ bXV\ bXW Ueall\
in RUdeU WR Va\ WR eYeU\Rne he meW, "Did \RX heaU ZhaW he Vaid? UV OLRQV. ThaW meanV him
and me. UV OLRQV. ThaW'V ZhaW I like abRXW AVlan. NR Vide, nR VWand-Rff-iVhneVV. UV OLRQV.
ThaW meanW him and me." AW leaVW he ZenW Rn Va\ing WhiV Will AVlan had lRaded him XS
ZiWh WhUee dZaUfV, Rne DU\ad, WZR UabbiWV, and a hedgehRg. ThaW VWeadied him a biW.

When all ZeUe Uead\ (iW ZaV a big VheeS-dRg ZhR acWXall\ helSed AVlan mRVW in
geWWing Whem VRUWed inWR WheiU SURSeU RUdeU) Whe\ VeW RXW WhURXgh Whe gaS in Whe caVWle Zall.
AW fiUVW Whe liRnV and dRgV ZenW nRVing abRXW in all diUecWiRnV. BXW When VXddenl\ Rne
gUeaW hRXnd Sicked XS Whe VcenW and gaYe a ba\. TheUe ZaV nR Wime lRVW afWeU WhaW. SRRn
all Whe dRgV and liRnV and ZRlYeV and RWheU hXnWing animalV ZeUe gRing aW fXll VSeed ZiWh
WheiU nRVeV WR Whe gURXnd, and all Whe RWheUV, VWUeaked RXW fRU abRXW half a mile behind
Whem, ZeUe fRllRZing aV faVW aV Whe\ cRXld. The nRiVe ZaV like an EngliVh fR[-hXnW Rnl\
beWWeU becaXVe eYeU\ nRZ and When ZiWh Whe mXVic Rf Whe hRXndV ZaV mi[ed Whe URaU Rf
Whe RWheU liRn and VRmeWimeV Whe faU deeSeU and mRUe aZfXl URaU Rf AVlan himVelf. FaVWeU
and faVWeU Whe\ ZenW aV Whe VcenW became eaVieU and eaVieU WR fRllRZ. And When, jXVW aV
Whe\ came WR Whe laVW cXUYe in a naUURZ, Zinding Yalle\, LXc\ heaUd abRYe all WheVe nRiVeV
anRWheU nRiVe²a diffeUenW Rne, Zhich gaYe heU a TXeeU feeling inVide. IW ZaV a nRiVe Rf
VhRXWV and VhUiekV and Rf Whe claVhing Rf meWal againVW meWal.

Then Whe\ came RXW Rf Whe naUURZ Yalle\ and aW Rnce Vhe VaZ Whe UeaVRn. TheUe VWRRd
PeWeU and EdmXnd and all Whe UeVW Rf AVlan'V aUm\ fighWing deVSeUaWel\ againVW Whe cURZd
Rf hRUUible cUeaWXUeV ZhRm Vhe had Veen laVW nighW; Rnl\ nRZ, in Whe da\lighW, Whe\ lRRked
eYen VWUangeU and mRUe eYil and mRUe defRUmed. TheUe alVR Veemed WR be faU mRUe Rf



Whem. AVlan'V aUm\²Zhich had WheiU backV WR heU²lRRked WeUUibl\ feZ. And WheUe ZeUe
VWaWXeV dRWWed all RYeU Whe baWWlefield, VR aSSaUenWl\ Whe WiWch had been XVing heU Zand.
BXW Vhe did nRW Veem WR be XVing iW nRZ. She ZaV fighWing ZiWh heU VWRne knife. IW ZaV
PeWeU Vhe ZaV fighWing²bRWh Rf Whem gRing aW iW VR haUd WhaW LXc\ cRXld haUdl\ make RXW
ZhaW ZaV haSSening; Vhe Rnl\ VaZ Whe VWRne knife and PeWeU'V VZRUd flaVhing VR TXickl\
WhaW Whe\ lRRked like WhUee kniYeV and WhUee VZRUdV. ThaW SaiU ZeUe in Whe cenWUe. On each
Vide Whe line VWUeWched RXW. HRUUible WhingV ZeUe haSSening ZheUeYeU Vhe lRRked.

"Off m\ back, childUen," VhRXWed AVlan. And Whe\ bRWh WXmbled Rff. Then ZiWh a URaU
WhaW VhRRk all NaUnia fURm Whe WeVWeUn lamS-SRVW WR Whe VhRUeV Rf Whe EaVWeUn Vea Whe
gUeaW beaVW flXng himVelf XSRn Whe WhiWe WiWch. LXc\ VaZ heU face lifWed WRZaUdV him fRU
Rne VecRnd ZiWh an e[SUeVViRn Rf WeUURU and ama]emenW. Then LiRn and WiWch had URlled
RYeU WRgeWheU bXW ZiWh Whe WiWch XndeUneaWh; and aW Whe Vame mRmenW all ZaU-like
cUeaWXUeV ZhRm AVlan had led fURm Whe WiWch'V hRXVe UXVhed madl\ Rn Whe enem\'V line,
dZaUfV ZiWh WheiU baWWle-a[eV, dRgV ZiWh WeeWh, Whe gianW ZiWh hiV clXb (and hiV feeW alVR
cUXVhed dR]enV Rf Whe fRe) XnicRUnV ZiWh WheiU hRUnV, cenWaXUV ZiWh VZRUdV and hRRfV.
And PeWeU'V WiUed aUm\ cheeUed, and Whe neZcRmeUV URaUed, and Whe enem\ VTXealed and
gibbeUed Will Whe ZRRd Ue-echRed ZiWh Whe din Rf WhaW RnVeW.

 

CHAP7ER ;9II

The HXnWing of Whe WhiWe SWag

The baWWle ZaV all RYeU a feZ minXWeV afWeU WheiU aUUiYal. MRVW Rf Whe enem\ had been
killed in Whe fiUVW chaUge Rf AVlan and hiV cRmSaniRnV; and Zhen WhRVe ZhR ZeUe VWill
liYing VaZ WhaW Whe WiWch ZaV dead Whe\ eiWheU gaYe WhemVelYeV XS RU WRRk WR flighW. The
ne[W Whing WhaW LXc\ kneZ ZaV WhaW PeWeU and AVlan ZeUe Vhaking handV. IW ZaV VWUange WR
heU WR Vee PeWeU lRRking aV he lRRked nRZ²hiV face ZaV VR Sale and VWeUn and he Veemed
VR mXch RldeU.

"IW ZaV all EdmXnd'V dRing, AVlan," PeWeU ZaV Va\ing. "We'd haYe been beaWen if iW
hadn'W been fRU him. The WiWch ZaV-WXUning RXU WURRSV inWR VWRne UighW and lefW. BXW
nRWhing ZRXld VWRS him. He fRXghW hiV Za\ WhURXgh WhUee RgUeV WR ZheUe Vhe ZaV jXVW
WXUning Rne Rf \RXU leRSaUdV inWR a VWaWXe. And Zhen he Ueached heU he had Whe VenVe WR
bUing hiV VZRUd VmaVhing dRZn Rn heU Zand inVWead Rf WU\ing WR gR fRU heU diUecWl\ and
VimSl\ geWWing made a VWaWXe himVelf fRU hiV SainV. ThaW ZaV Whe miVWake all Whe UeVW ZeUe
making. Once heU Zand ZaV bURken Ze began WR haYe VRme chance²if Ze hadn'W lRVW VR
man\ alUead\. He ZaV WeUUibl\ ZRXnded. We mXVW gR and Vee him."

The\ fRXnd EdmXnd in chaUge Rf MUV. BeaYeU a liWWle Za\ back fURm Whe fighWing line.
He ZaV cRYeUed ZiWh blRRd, hiV mRXWh ZaV RSen, and hiV face a naVW\ gUeen cRlRXU.

"QXick, LXc\," Vaid AVlan.

And When, almRVW fRU Whe fiUVW Wime, LXc\ UemembeUed Whe SUeciRXV cRUdial WhaW had
been giYen heU fRU a ChUiVWmaV SUeVenW. HeU handV WUembled VR mXch WhaW Vhe cRXld
haUdl\ XndR Whe VWRSSeU, bXW Vhe managed iW in Whe end and SRXUed a feZ dURSV inWR heU
bURWheU'V mRXWh.

"TheUe aUe RWheU SeRSle ZRXnded," Vaid AVlan Zhile Vhe ZaV VWill lRRking eageUl\ inWR
EdmXnd'V Sale face and ZRndeUing if Whe cRUdial ZRXld haYe an\ UeVXlW.

"YeV, I knRZ," Vaid LXc\ cURVVl\. "WaiW a minXWe."



"DaXghWeU Rf EYe," Vaid AVlan in a gUaYeU YRice, "RWheUV alVR aUe aW Whe SRinW Rf deaWh.
MXVW mRUe SeRSle die fRU EdmXnd?"

"I'm VRUU\, AVlan," Vaid LXc\ geWWing XS and gRing ZiWh him. And fRU Whe ne[W half
hRXU Whe\ ZeUe bXV\²Vhe aWWending WR Whe ZRXnded Zhile he UeVWRUed WhRVe ZhR had
been WXUned inWR VWRne. When aW laVW Vhe ZaV fUee WR cRme back WR EdmXnd Vhe fRXnd him
VWanding Rn hiV feeW and nRW Rnl\ healed Rf hiV ZRXndV bXW lRRking beWWeU Whan Vhe had
Veen him lRRk²Rh, fRU ageV; in facW eYeU Vince hiV fiUVW WeUm aW WhaW hRUUid VchRRl Zhich
ZaV ZheUe he had begXn WR gR ZURng. He had becRme hiV Ueal Rld Velf again and cRXld
lRRk \RX in Whe face. And WheUe Rn Whe field Rf baWWle AVlan made him a KnighW.

"DReV he knRZ," ZhiVSeUed LXc\ WR SXVan, "ZhaW AVlan did fRU him? DReV he knRZ
ZhaW Whe aUUangemenW ZiWh Whe WiWch Ueall\ ZaV?"

"HXVh! NR. Of cRXUVe nRW," Vaid SXVan.

"OXghWn'W he WR be WRld?" Vaid LXc\.

"Oh, VXUel\ nRW," Vaid SXVan. "IW ZRXld be WRR aZfXl fRU him. Think hRZ \RX'd feel if
\RX ZeUe he."

"All Whe Vame I Whink he RXghW WR knRZ," Vaid LXc\. BXW aW WhaW mRmenW Whe\ ZeUe
inWeUUXSWed.

ThaW nighW Whe\ VleSW ZheUe Whe\ ZeUe. HRZ AVlan SURYided fRRd fRU Whem all I dRn'W
knRZ; bXW VRmehRZ RU RWheU Whe\ fRXnd WhemVelYeV all ViWWing dRZn Rn Whe gUaVV WR a fine
high Wea aW abRXW eighW R'clRck. Ne[W da\ Whe\ began maUching EaVWZaUd dRZn Whe Vide Rf
Whe gUeaW UiYeU. And Whe ne[W da\ afWeU WhaW, aW abRXW Wea-Wime, Whe\ acWXall\ Ueached Whe
mRXWh. The caVWle Rf CaiU PaUaYel Rn iWV liWWle hill WRZeUed XS abRYe Whem; befRUe Whem
ZeUe Whe VandV, ZiWh URckV and liWWle SRRlV Rf ValW ZaWeU, and Vea Zeed, and Whe Vmell Rf
Whe Vea, and lRng mileV Rf blXiVh-gUeen ZaYeV bUeaking fRUeYeU and eYeU Rn Whe beach.
And, Rh, Whe cU\ Rf Whe Vea gXllV! HaYe \RX heaUd iW? Can \RX UemembeU?

ThaW eYening afWeU Wea Whe fRXU childUen all managed WR geW dRZn WR Whe beach again
and geW WheiU VhReV and VWRckingV Rff and feel Whe Vand beWZeen WheiU WReV. BXW ne[W da\
ZaV mRUe VRlemn. FRU When, in Whe GUeaW Hall Rf CaiU PaUaYel²WhaW ZRndeUfXl hall ZiWh
Whe iYRU\ URRf and Whe ZeVW dRRU all hXng ZiWh SeacRck'V feaWheUV and Whe eaVWeUn dRRU
Zhich RSenV UighW RnWR Whe Vea, in Whe SUeVence Rf all WheiU fUiendV and WR Whe VRXnd Rf
WUXmSeWV, AVlan VRlemnl\ cURZned Whem and led Whem RnWR Whe fRXU WhURneV amid
deafening VhRXWV Rf, "LRng LiYe King PeWeU! LRng LiYe QXeen SXVan! LRng LiYe King
EdmXnd! LRng LiYe QXeen LXc\!"

"Once a king RU TXeen in NaUnia, alZa\V a king RU TXeen. BeaU iW Zell, SRnV Rf Adam!
BeaU iW Zell, DaXghWeUV Rf EYe!" Vaid AVlan.

And WhURXgh Whe EaVWeUn dRRU, Zhich ZaV Zide RSen came Whe YRiceV Rf Whe meUmen
and Whe meUmaidV VZimming clRVe WR Whe caVWle VWeSV and Vinging in hRnRXU Rf WheiU neZ
KingV and QXeenV.

SR Whe childUen VaW in WheiU WhURneV and VceSWUeV ZeUe SXW inWR WheiU handV and Whe\
gaYe UeZaUdV and hRnRXUV WR all WheiU fUiendV, WR TXmnXV Whe FaXn, and WR Whe BeaYeUV,
and GianW RXmblebXffin, WR Whe leRSaUdV, and Whe gRRd cenWaXUV and Whe gRRd dZaUfV, and
WR Whe liRn. And WhaW nighW WheUe ZaV a gUeaW feaVW in CaiU PaUaYel, and UeYelU\ and
dancing, and gRld flaVhed and Zine flRZed, and anVZeUing WR Whe mXVic inVide, bXW
VWUangeU, VZeeWeU, and mRUe SieUcing, came Whe mXVic Rf Whe Vea SeRSle.

BXW amidVW all WheVe UejRicingV AVlan himVelf TXieWl\ VliSSed aZa\. And Zhen Whe
KingV and QXeenV nRWiced WhaW he ZaVn'W WheUe Whe\ Vaid nRWhing abRXW iW. FRU MU. BeaYeU
had ZaUned Whem, "He'll be cRming and gRing" he had Vaid. "One da\ \RX'll Vee him and



anRWheU \RX ZRn'W. He dReVn'W like being Wied dRZn²and Rf cRXUVe he haV RWheU cRXnWUieV
WR aWWend WR. IW'V TXiWe all UighW. He'll RfWen dURS in. Onl\ \RX mXVWn'W SUeVV him. He'V Zild,
\RX knRZ. NRW like a WaPe liRn."

And nRZ, aV \RX Vee, WhiV VWRU\ iV neaUl\ (bXW nRW TXiWe) aW an end. TheVe WZR KingV
and WZR QXeenV gRYeUned NaUnia Zell and lRng and haSS\ ZaV WheiU Ueign. AW fiUVW mXch
Rf WheiU Wime ZaV VSenW in Veeking RXW Whe UemnanWV Rf Whe WhiWe WiWch'V aUm\ and
deVWUR\ing Whem, and indeed fRU a lRng Wime WheUe ZRXld be neZV Rf eYil WhingV lXUking in
Whe ZildeU SaUWV Rf Whe fRUeVW²a haXnWing heUe and a killing WheUe, a glimSVe Rf a
ZeUeZRlf Rne mRnWh and a UXmRXU Rf a hag Whe ne[W. BXW in Whe end all WhaW fRXl bURRd
ZaV VWamSed RXW. And Whe\ made gRRd laZV and keSW Whe Seace and VaYed gRRd WUeeV
fURm being XnneceVVaUil\ cXW dRZn, and libeUaWed \RXng dZaUfV and \RXng VaW\UV fURm
being VenW WR VchRRl, and geneUall\ VWRSSed bXV\bRdieV and inWeUfeUeUV and encRXUaged
RUdinaU\ SeRSle ZhR ZanWed WR liYe and leW liYe. And Whe\ dURYe back Whe fieUce gianWV
(TXiWe a diffeUenW VRUW fURm GianW RXmblebXffin) Rn Whe NRUWh Rf NaUnia Zhen WheVe
YenWXUed acURVV Whe fURnWieU. And Whe\ enWeUed inWR fUiendVhiS and alliance ZiWh cRXnWUieV
be\Rnd Whe Vea and Said Whem YiViWV Rf VWaWe and UeceiYed YiViWV Rf VWaWe fURm Whem. And
Whe\ WhemVelYeV gUeZ and changed aV Whe \eaUV SaVVed RYeU Whem. And PeWeU became a
Wall and deeS cheVWed man and a gUeaW ZaUUiRU, and he ZaV called King PeWeU Whe
MagnificenW. And SXVan gUeZ inWR a Wall and gUaciRXV ZRman ZiWh black haiU WhaW fell
almRVW WR heU feeW and Whe KingV Rf Whe cRXnWUieV be\Rnd Whe Vea began WR Vend
ambaVVadRUV aVking fRU heU hand in maUUiage. And Vhe ZaV called QXeen SXVan Whe
GenWle. EdmXnd ZaV a gUaYeU and TXieWeU man Whan PeWeU, and gUeaW in cRXncil and
jXdgemenW. He ZaV called King EdmXnd Whe JXVW. BXW aV fRU LXc\, Vhe ZaV alZa\V ga\
and gRlden haiUed, and all PUinceV in WhRVe SaUWV deViUed heU WR be WheiU QXeen, and heU
RZn SeRSle called heU QXeen LXc\ Whe ValianW.

SR Whe\ liYed in gUeaW jR\ and if eYeU Whe\ UemembeUed WheiU life in WhiV ZRUld iW ZaV
Rnl\ aV Rne UemembeUV a dUeam. And Rne \eaU iW fell RXW WhaW TXmnXV (ZhR ZaV a middle-
aged FaXn b\ nRZ and beginning WR be VWRXW) came dRZn UiYeU and bURXghW Whem neZV
WhaW Whe WhiWe SWag had Rnce mRUe aSSeaUed in hiV SaUWV²Whe WhiWe SWag ZhR ZRXld giYe
\RX ZiVheV if \RX caXghW him. SR WheVe WZR KingV and WZR QXeenV ZiWh Whe SUinciSal
membeUV Rf WheiU cRXUW, URde a-hXnWing ZiWh hRUnV and hRXndV in Whe WeVWeUn WRRdV WR
fRllRZ Whe WhiWe SWag. And Whe\ had nRW hXnWed lRng befRUe Whe\ had a VighW Rf him. And
he led Whem a gUeaW Sace RYeU URXgh and VmRRWh and WhURXgh Whick and Whin, Will Whe hRUVeV
Rf all Whe cRXUWieUV ZeUe WiUed RXW and Rnl\ WheVe fRXU ZeUe VWill fRllRZing. And Whe\ VaZ
Whe VWag enWeU inWR a WhickeW ZheUe WheiU hRUVeV cRXld nRW fRllRZ. Then Vaid King PeWeU (fRU
Whe\ Walked in TXiWe a diffeUenW VW\le nRZ, haYing been KingV and QXeenV fRU VR lRng)
"FaiU CRnVRUWV, leW XV nRZ alighW fURm RXU hRUVeV and fRllRZ WhiV beaVW inWR Whe WhickeW;
fRU in all m\ da\V I neYeU hXnWed a nRbleU TXaUU\."

"SiU," Vaid Whe RWheUV, "eYen VR leW XV dR."

SR Whe\ alighWed and Wied WheiU hRUVeV WR WUeeV and ZenW Rn inWR Whe Whick ZRRd Rn fRRW.
And aV VRRn aV Whe\ had enWeUed iW QXeen SXVan Vaid,

"FaiU fUiendV, heUe iV a gUeaW maUYel, fRU I Veem WR Vee a WUee Rf iURn."

"Madam," Vaid King EdmXnd, "if \RX lRRk Zell XSRn iW \RX Vhall Vee iW iV a SillaU Rf
iURn ZiWh a lanWeUn VeW Rn Whe WRS WheUeRf."

"MaUU\, a VWUange deYice," Vaid King PeWeU, "WR VeW a lanWeUn heUe ZheUe Whe WUeeV
clXVWeU VR Whick abRXW iW and VR high abRYe iW WhaW if iW ZeUe liW iW VhRXld giYe lighW WR nR
man!"

"SiU," Vaid QXeen LXc\. "B\ likelihRRd Zhen WhiV SRVW and WhiV lamS ZeUe VeW heUe
WheUe ZeUe VmalleU WUeeV in Whe Slace, RU feZeU, RU nRne. FRU WhiV iV a \RXng ZRRd and Whe
iURn SRVW iV Rld." And Whe\ VWRRd lRRking XSRn iW. Then Vaid King EdmXnd,



"I knRZ nRW hRZ iW iV, bXW WhiV lamS Rn Whe SRVW ZRUkeWh XSRn me VWUangel\. IW UXnV in
m\ mind WhaW I haYe Veen Whe like befRUe; aV iW ZeUe in a dUeam, RU in Whe dUeam Rf a
dUeam."

"SiU," anVZeUed Whe\ all, "iW iV eYen VR ZiWh XV alVR."

"And mRUe," Vaid QXeen LXc\, "fRU iW Zill nRW gR RXW Rf m\ mind WhaW if Ze SaVV WhiV
SRVW and lanWeUn, eiWheU Ze Vhall find VWUange adYenWXUeV RU elVe VRme gUeaW change Rf RXU
fRUWXneV."

"Madam," Vaid King EdmXnd, "Whe like fRUebRding VWiUUeWh in m\ heaUW alVR."

"And in mine, faiU bURWheU," Vaid King PeWeU.

"And in mine WRR," Vaid QXeen SXVan. "WheUefRUe b\ m\ cRXncil Ze Vhall lighWl\
UeWXUn WR RXU hRUVeV and fRllRZ WhiV WhiWe SWag nR fXUWheU."

"Madam," Vaid King PeWeU, "WheUein I SUa\ Whee WR haYe me e[cXVed. FRU neYeU Vince
Ze fRXU ZeUe KingV and QXeenV in NaUnia haYe Ze VeW RXU handV WR an\ high maWWeU, aV
baWWleV, TXeVWV, feaWV Rf aUmV, acWV Rf jXVWice, and Whe like, and When giYen RYeU; bXW alZa\V
ZhaW Ze haYe Waken in hand, Whe Vame Ze haYe achieYed."

"SiVWeU," Vaid QXeen LXc\, "m\ UR\al bURWheU VSeakV UighWl\. And iW VeemV WR me Ze
VhRXld be Vhamed if fRU an\ feaUing RU fRUebRding Ze WXUned back fURm fRllRZing VR
nRble a beaVW aV nRZ Ze haYe in chaVe."

"And VR Va\ I," Vaid King EdmXnd. "And I haYe VXch deViUe WR find Whe VignificaWiRn
Rf WhiV Whing WhaW I ZRXld nRW b\ m\ gRRd Zill WXUn back fRU Whe UicheVW jeZel in all NaUnia
and all Whe iVlandV."

"Then in Whe name Rf AVlan," Vaid QXeen SXVan, "if \e Zill all haYe iW VR, leW XV gR Rn
and Wake Whe adYenWXUe WhaW Vhall fall WR XV."

SR WheVe KingV and QXeenV enWeUed Whe WhickeW, and befRUe Whe\ had gRne a VcRUe Rf
SaceV Whe\ all UemembeUed WhaW Whe Whing Whe\ had Veen ZaV called a lamS-SRVW, and
befRUe Whe\ had gRne WZenW\ mRUe, Whe\ nRWiced WhaW Whe\ ZeUe making WheiU Za\ nRW
WhURXgh bUancheV bXW WhURXgh cRaWV. And ne[W mRmenW Whe\ all came WXmbling RXW Rf a
ZaUdURbe dRRU inWR Whe emSW\ URRm, and Whe\ ZeUe nR lRngeU KingV and QXeenV in WheiU
hXnWing aUUa\ bXW jXVW PeWeU, SXVan, EdmXnd and LXc\ in WheiU Rld clRWheV. IW ZaV Whe
Vame da\ and Whe Vame hRXU Rf Whe da\ Rn Zhich Whe\ had all gRne inWR Whe ZaUdURbe WR
hide. MUV. MacUead\ and Whe YiViWRUV ZeUe VWill Walking in Whe SaVVage; bXW lXckil\ Whe\
neYeU came inWR Whe emSW\ URRm and VR Whe childUen ZeUen'W caXghW.

And WhaW ZRXld haYe been Whe YeU\ end Rf Whe VWRU\ if iW hadn'W been WhaW Whe\ felW Whe\
Ueall\ mXVW e[Slain WR Whe PURfeVVRU Zh\ fRXU Rf Whe cRaWV RXW Rf hiV ZaUdURbe ZeUe
miVVing. And Whe PURfeVVRU, ZhR ZaV a YeU\ UemaUkable man, didn'W Well Whem nRW WR be
Vill\ RU nRW WR Well lieV, bXW belieYed Whe ZhRle VWRU\. "NR," he Vaid, "I dRn'W Whink iW Zill be
an\ gRRd WU\ing WR gR back WhURXgh Whe ZaUdURbe dRRU WR geW Whe cRaWV. YRX ZRn'W geW inWR
NaUnia again b\ WKaW URXWe. NRU ZRXld Whe cRaWV be mXch XVe b\ nRZ if \RX did! Eh?
WhaW'V WhaW? YeV, Rf cRXUVe \RX'll geW back WR NaUnia again VRme da\. Once a King in
NaUnia, alZa\V a King in NaUnia. BXW dRn'W gR WU\ing WR XVe Whe Vame URXWe WZice. Indeed,
dRn'W WU\ WR geW WheUe aW all. IW'll haSSen Zhen \RX'Ue nRW lRRking fRU iW. And dRn'W Walk WRR
mXch abRXW iW eYen amRng \RXUVelYeV. And dRn'W menWiRn iW WR an\Rne elVe XnleVV \RX
find WhaW Whe\'Ye had adYenWXUeV Rf Whe Vame VRUW WhemVelYeV. WhaW'V WhaW? HRZ Zill \RX
knRZ? Oh, \RX'll NQRZ all UighW. Odd WhingV, Whe\ Va\²eYen WheiU lRRkV²Zill leW Whe
VecUeW RXW. KeeS \RXU e\eV RSen. BleVV me, ZhaW dR Whe\ Weach Whem aW WheVe VchRRlV?"

And WhaW iV Whe YeU\ end Rf Whe adYenWXUeV Rf Whe ZaUdURbe. BXW if Whe PURfeVVRU ZaV
UighW iW ZaV Rnl\ Whe beginning Rf Whe adYenWXUeV Rf NaUnia.
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