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JUNE
Friday
'I.F +}\crr.*s ohe ‘I'\‘\ihs ']:j\ﬂ: 1cd.rhl:& from my )'r.nrs
of beihg, a kid, it's that )ﬂw have ZERO control

over ?!Dur‘ own life.

Ever since school let out, T haven+ had nh?(-fhihs
T've needed o DO or qn}mhcr: Tve needed +o
BE. As iahg as the dir-mh&i'ﬂohihs was Wr:rr‘kihs
and the TV remote had batteries in it, T was all

set for a relnxihs summer Vacation.

But then, out of +he blue, THIS hd??ene&—

PACK YOUR BAGS.
WERE GOING ON
A ROAD TRIP!




This isnt the FIRST time Mom has sprung a rip
on us without any warhing. Last year on the first
Jn?' of Summer, s’ne Sm'& we were 50:'!'\5 uPsh‘h:
for a few &ays to visit Aunt Loretta at +he

nursihs hor-u:.

T+ wasnt emrl'ly my idea of a fun wn? to kick
off the summer. One time when we visited Aunt
Loretta A hcr roommate srnbbr_cl me nhd waul&hq' let+
g0 until a staffer gave her a chocolate c\‘\i? rutfin.

But Mom was J”‘ﬁ b!u-F-FFhS about going to +he
nursihs honr.. A.*I' brcnkﬁ:ﬁ ‘I'hr. next mrhihs = sht
told vs where we were REALLY going.



WE'RE GOING
TO DISNEY

Me and ry brother Rodrick were hu??)ﬂ, because

we were both drea&ihﬂ sPehdihs the first week
of summer vacation ?h?(iha shu{ﬂeboard at a

hursihs }\ame.

But whth my li++te brcﬁ’.‘wr, Md.hhf, h:dt’d about
+he c}mhse n ?Inhs, he -I'n-l'nllf LOST i+. Mom
had +alked up +he Aunt Loretta trip so much
+hat Mnhh?! was ﬂf."l'l.rd“?‘ EXCITED about going.




We ended up POSTPONING our +r‘F? +o Dism)(
so we could visit Aunt Loretta. Youd think Mom
would Ve learned her lesson about surprise +n'?s

after THAT one.

T know EXACTLY where this road +rip idea
came from, because the new issve of “Fmily Frolic”

magazine came in the mail -I‘ncla?(.

Tf T had 4o guess, T4 sn?f 90% of l:‘l-rcr)(‘l'hihs

we &n a5 da {nmﬂy comes {ron i&cus Mom Srl's from
+hat magazine. And when T saw the latest issve,
T knew it was gonha St'l' Moms wheels +urhih3.
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Family Frolic
ADVENTURE AWA/TS/

e

The ﬂi??ed through "'Famiiy Frolic” a few times,
and T have to admit 3 +he ?irl'ure.s ulwnys make
wer?z-fhihs look like a lot of fun.

Your leate
SARBIE

PSIIIE




But there must be mme-l'hihﬂ wrohg with OUR

family, becavse we can never measure vp to the

ones H'\e?( s}xow in ﬂ‘\e mnsn:ihe.

T guess Moms hot giving up, +hou3h. She said
this road trip is gonha be awesome and that
s?eh&ihs a lot of time "rast'!'}\er in +he car will be
a rlbah&?hsn experience for the whole {nm?l?«.

£.43

T +tried 1o talk her into leﬁiha us do sorne-ﬂ'\ins
NORMAL, like going to a water ?nrk for the
dn)l, but Mom didn+ want to hear i+.
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She said the whole point of this trip is to do
-’rhihﬂs we Ve never done before and +o have

“avthentic’ experiences.

E 'l'l'\.::ug}ﬁ Mom would ve 1.::.::?&4 Dad in about her
road -I'r.'? i&en, but d??dr{:h'ﬂ?’ I was wrong.
Because wlneh l‘\e 3&‘!’ }\Ol"lt 'Frorn hmrk, he Sterntd

Jus-l* as surPrised as us kids.

Dad told Mom i+ was a bad time +o be awa?( from
work and 1\.& didnt want to use his vacation &d?(s
unless he anolu-I'el)z HAD +o. But Mom said theres
M’H\ihs more imPoH'nM' than s?t'.hclihs +ime wH‘h
your 'an'ﬁl?(.



Then Dad told Mom he was renll?( hn?-’hg to get
his BOAT out on the water this weekend, and if
we went oh 4 road trip, he wouldnt be able +o.

Mom and Dad 3&1’ ulahs Preﬁr well in sehcrnh
but 'I'he ohe +’nihs ‘H‘\ﬁ‘s Sunrdhﬂtd +o cause a
fight between them is Dad’s boat.

A few ycnrs ago, Mom sent Dad out o Sﬁ Some
milk, but n|oh3 +he wn?e he SPQHEJ a boat for sale
in Someohe s front ynrd. Ahd b:-Fnrc yau khl:w t,

+’ht boat was in our dru'vcwn}x.

Mom was mad that Dad didnt check with her

if‘lir'S'l'Jl because hd"u’ihs a boat is a ton of wark.



But Dad said it was nlwn?!s his dream to own a
boat and that we could sPehJ every weekend out
on the water as a -Family.
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So Dad got to KEEP the boat, and he seemed
renl!y hn??)(. But -H-\ihss went downhill fast.

A few cid.)(s later, some Pen?ic from +he

Hamenwh:rs* ;‘:\ssodu‘l'ioh khocktd on our &oor.



‘ﬂ'm?l said there were rules in our heig,lwbnr‘hao&

ngaihrl‘ hﬂihs a boat Pat“kerj in front of ?lour‘
house and told Dad he had to move i+ to the back.

The boat sat in the back}mrd for the whole
summer because Dad was oo bus?( and didn+t have
time to use it. Then, in the fall, one of Dad’s
coworkers told him hed have 40 WINTERIZE
‘H\E boat +o ?ra‘l'cc‘t‘ it -{rom ‘I'}v: cnhi wm'\‘htr.

Dad found out it would cost more to winterize the
boat than it cost him to BUY it, so he decided
he‘d take Hs chdhces. Ah& sure ehaus}\ , Two
wttks l:rh:r‘, whch +}\t +1:m?erd+ure dr‘oPFe& below
-{r:ez.ihs, a bis crack nPP:nr:d in the hull.
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When i+ started 4o snow, Dad rolled the boat
under the back deck, and i+ sat there all winter.
Tn the spring, Mom started using it to store all
sorts of Junk from the house.
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'ﬂ\c next summer, Ddcl cltci&td }at was gonhha fix
+he boat.



But when he went +o ?uﬂ it out from under +he
deck, he discovered a ‘c"‘"‘ﬂf of raccoons living in

our old wnshihs machine.

Dad called an exterminator +o Se-l* rid of the
raccoons, but when he heard how much THAT was
gonna cost, }m &ec;ded to take care of i+ himself.

BP( then Mdhh}( had heard about +he bnby
raccoons ||I‘I.rih3 in "rhr. Wnshihs mdi}\fht, nhd Mom
had fo step in.
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'ﬂ-\e boat's been 5-’++ih3 there ever since. T havent
heard ah?‘ scufryihg sounds tcmihg from under +he

decl: for a while, 50 I'm 3uessih3 'H're raccoohs

moved out.

'Tc;-:{n?’, Mom told Dad he had +he whole rest of
the summer 4o get his boat out on the water, and
he ?re-H)/ much 9ave up after that.

Mom said we were gonna leave first +}1Eh3 in the
mm?na, S0 we hc:de& +o start ?dckins for

‘H‘\t +r£?. 5}1: +a|d ﬂcr}’onz +o brihs ‘I'}xc “bare
essentials’ so we could fit e\rtry%lnihs in the minivan.
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But 57‘ +he time we so+ all our stuff out in the
drivewnf, it was ?r‘e-i-f)( clear we had a space ?roblem.

Mom started going through ever7'+}\ih3 and
sorting it into two Files — the +hih35 we heeded
d.'nd —Hm ﬂ\ihss we &Edh’-l'. Ra&rick was Fre-H?t
c}fsnPPoihﬁ:d when some of his “essentials” didn+
mdke -l'}ne cut.
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Mom made me leave a bunch of small stuff behind,
which seemed ?reHy ridiculous cohsidnrins that
Mnhh?z's ?las-hr. Po'H7 was coming a|ah3 for the ride.

Whenever we take a trip thats |oh3e.r‘ +han
fifteen minutes , Mom brinSS Mahh?fs FDH’Y ‘:jurl‘
in case. But T get ri'.d."?l uncomfortable whenever
Mdhh}( uses it.

Mom wouldn* let me and Rodrick take any
electronics on the trip, even 'I‘hcugh 'I‘he.y bnr‘elf
take up “hf space.
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She’s q'lwnys sn?(iha kids these Juys dont know
how 4o socialize because -I'he?fve t,th'I‘d.h'l‘Iy 5°+
their noses two inches from a screen.

But I‘" +ell ?(ou ‘H'\Js-‘ ‘I.*-I}\r.h 'I. hd\rt 1‘-‘.:’&5, I‘m
gonna let +hem ?I“}’ with whatever kind of Snd\c}e-r
-H\ey WANT. Tf you ask me, electronics are the
ke.?' to -Fnrnii?' ha??ihess.

E.'I-'eh nf‘l‘er Mom went 'H‘ﬁrough r:‘u'er?’ sihslt item in
the érﬁ.rewd.}( and cut out all the +’nih35 we didnt
need, there was STILL way too much to fit in

-ﬂ\e Vahi.
'I: s;-sscsﬂd we rent one of +}ms= sinh‘} recreational

vehicles 5 because we could fit all our stuff in i+ and

’nnm: room o spare.
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The wny T see it, if you wanht the whole {amil}; +o

get aiohg, wer?mne needs their own Space. And

with one of those sau?ed-u? RVs, we could s?ehd
WEEKS on the road without even burw?Ihs into
ohe nhoﬂ'\tr.

But Mom said RVs are too expensive and H'\c)(

3&1‘ terrible gas rnil:dsc, so ‘ﬂw'l' ‘Fl.i'|' an thd ‘o
+hat idea.

Rocin'ck said mn?th: we couH 5e+ ohe of ﬂmse

+railers }(au +ow BEHIND +he car, which sounded

smart to me.
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But it was Fre-H}f clear Rodrick was ihd.eihiha
the trailer as a sort of mi‘ni-nFm"'l'rne.h+ for
HIMSELF, so that wasnt gonna ﬂy, either.

Then Dad rang in with his OWN idea. He said we
couh.il solve H‘\: w}\nlc space iSsue {7 Jus*l' Pu*i"}ihs
the stuff that didnt fit in the van into the
BOAT, which we could tow behind us.

T +hink Mom realized +here wasn+ renlb« another
oF‘Hoh, so Sl‘\t tn"u’l:d in. But St‘l"l'ins 'I'\‘\l: boat into
+he drﬁ.r:wny was easier said than done.
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Not oh|7 did we have to take all the Juhk out of
+he boat, but i+ turned out there was a TREE
growing through the bottom. T+ took three hours
+o Sc*} +}~.c boat out from under +‘he &tck . ﬂh:,ig

let+ me Just say Mom did not :mr_*Hy 9o out of her
way to ’n:l?.

L

After we got the boat into the drh-rewd.y, Dad
Fd'fche& up +he hole in the bottom and +he crack
in the hull with some duct tape.

" & Jus+ ha?e were hot going ahywhere hedar water
on +his 'i‘ri? ) 'I‘}quh.
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Becauvse as far as T khow, the boat didn+t come

with any life preservers.

,5_'1.1«1[&5?{

Even with the added space we 5°+ from the bou-f,
the minivan was still Pr‘e'l‘-l?( full. T snuck my ?iﬂow
on board at the last second, becavse T decided T
was entitled 4o at least ONE luxur?’ item.

L ﬂ'sured Rodrick would want 1o sit+ in the back
of the van, because whenever we 90 nhfwher‘e as a
'Fd.r-ﬂ?‘, he likes to stretch out and take a nap.

E.'I.rtry ohce in d w]\ﬂt we |l -Forst'l' Ro&n'ck 15 even
back -l'herr:.
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This Easter, we made it }mifwn?( +hrau5’n church
before Mom realized Rodrick never made i+ out of

the van. mk

Back w}\en we }mcl a station wagonh, me ahd
Rodrick used to sit in the way back TOGETHER,
in a seat ﬂ'm‘l' {nct& ‘H‘\t rear wih&nw. But we sn'l’
in 553 trovble when we F!n?!ed a practical J'nl:e oh
Mom and Dad that ended vp getting us ?u'lked
over {)?‘ +he ?olice.

-

Wi W o\
es ig o

Toele

"u‘»”ﬁth we Sa*l' in ‘H“-E Var +o&n?f, Rndrick oﬂ'r:rtci
me the backseat.
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7 2 ncce?-l'a& before he could chnhge his mind, but T
should ve known his offer was +oo 5004 to be +ree.

Before we ?uliad out of the dri\rewn}:, Mom said
we were +nk-‘h5 a "s?ecial Sues-f" niohg for the
ride. For a second T was worried we were Pick-‘hg
someone ELSE vp, becavse with all our stuff in
+he van +he7‘d have 4o sit on the ROOF.

But Mom o?ehed her purse and ?uiled out a piece
of paper with a &rnwins on it.
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The clrd.wihs was Flat 5+uhle?(, a character from a
book T read in second Sr‘“l"“

F'ud' 5+nh|=?( iS5 a {:-07 who 5&1‘5 Squnsht& b}( a
bulletin board that falls off his bedroom wall in
‘H\: midc“: of +}1r. his}rl'.

And when +}~.e?z ?u'll +he bulletin board off him,
he's as thin as a ?IECE of paper-

23



T -I'hnuﬁ}\-f it was ?re-l-l'): cool that Flat S-I'anle?f
could fold himself vp and get mailed to his
grandmas, or have his brother ﬂ); him like a kite.

But TN el you thiss Tf Flat S-I‘:mley had
a brother like RODRICK, T guarahtee he
wouldnt survive a whole &a?(.
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L r‘e:nily liked the book, but it kind of freaked me

out, too. One -I'Hhs it did was give me Jer.rl'HY
fear of bulletin boards.

ARE YOU SURE

YOU DONT WANT

THE BED? ITS A
LOT MORE COMFY!

THAT'S OK,
YOU TAKE
IT!

| |

A&

Th second Srnde, E"I.I’E'I!'}(oht in my class had o
color in a cutout of Flat Sﬂhlnt?! and mail him 4o
a friend or relative who lived far away.

Then that person was SuFPnse& to take a picture
of Flat S'i‘dh!f.?( in front of 5om+hih5 interesting
and mail him back with the ?hu'fn.

25



Mf friend P\owlay sent Flat S-hhiey +o a bunch
of his relatives and got lots of cool pictures
back. Rawle?( even sent him to his uncle who lives
in Asia, and he took a picture of Flat S-i‘nh!e?( in
front of the Great Wall of China.

-

@ %“

Well, +he first person Mom sent MY Flat 5+ah|e:7
to was her cousin S-htcey, who lives out in Seattle.
But she Probably wasnt the best choice.

5+ace>( is one of +]hr}5e Pen?lt whn l\nnr‘& all sor+s
of stuff 5 like newspapers and mdsnz.ihes, so Mom
shouicﬁc kmwn ‘I'}m‘!' ohce ]htr cousin 5°+ \'\:r
hands on Flat 5+uh1c?¢ he wasn4 coming back.

26



ﬂ&n?( , Mom said she was gohna take P’mﬂas

of our new Flat 5+d.h'lc?z in front of all +the cool
PIGCES we Visit and then make a scrn?baok of our
+ri?. Ah& 45 So0h 45 we Sa'l' on ‘H‘\E his}\wny, shl:
started shapping pictures. But she was ?rnbubly
a little too eager, because her first few pictures

weren+ exnt-ﬂy kee?ers.




When Mom wasn+ +nkih3 pictures, Flat 5+nh|e?(
was -ha?ad to the front m‘r-cuhdi-’rioniha vent.

All T can Sa‘y is, he was }mvihﬁ a lot better ride
+hah I wds. 'ﬂ\e windows in 'ﬂ\e back of +he van
don+t open, and the vents were blocked b?( all
our |u35n3c, 50 I wash + SeHihs ANY cold air.

What made me even MORE uncomfortable was the
fact that Mom was in control of +he trip. Mom
nlwa.?!s +ries o make ﬂ'\ihas about education, and
T knew she was gonha turn +his experience into

ohe Iohg lesson.

She's been &oihs +hat ever since T was li+tle. T
remember wheh '_E 501‘ scratched b?f Grammas cat

and Mom 4ried to turn it into a "+en—::Hn5 moment.

28



Sure ehough , a half hour into the trip 'I‘cdn?' 2
Mom started in with the educational stuff.

She had borrowed a bunch of CDs from the librnr}t
that teach S?nlm's}x, and said wed use the Iohs
stretches on the road +o learn a new |ah5u43e as

a -Family.

o

x

N \QW

LEARN TO
SPEAK
SPANiSH
FLUENTLY

O,
Ve,

Mom's nlwnys snyihs +hat |enrhfh5 a &-re?sh

|dh3m3c is the best ﬂnihs )lou can do for )faur
brain. ﬂ\n‘f r-igh‘f be true, but I ‘I'}\ihlf. Sht S\‘\ouH

leave the actuval TEACHING o the schools.
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Mom decided i+ would be a sood idea +o expose me
to a Foreish 1nhsu:tse early on, so when T was in
first sr‘nde * she would ?U'i‘ the SPahish-s?enkihs
channels on TV while we ate breakfast.

Mom would repeat whatever 'H\ey said on the
television, but when SHE said the words +}1e?!
came out a litte bit different.

TANGO
HAMBURGERS!

HAMBRE!

T ended up learning all sorts of phrases that
weren+ r‘igl'rh For example, the way }mu‘re
SUPPOSED +o say “Whats your hame  in
S?am‘sh is “Como te llamas.” Well, T know +hat
NOW becavse T learned it in M}e middle school
S?nﬁsh class.
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But when T was little, Mom +nu5\'\+ me that
“What's your name  in SPnhish is “Te amo,” which
ACTUALLY means “T love ;,'c-u." 5 i Just wish
T had known that before T said i+ o a million
different people.

%&n?( , Mom ?h}(cd the first two SPnhis}w Ghs,

but s}w. So‘l' 1{ru5+rn+td +]hn+ ho one Se:mcl 1o be
Puyihs attention. So s}\r. swi‘l'r.hr.c{ gears nn& Su.n'c{
we were gohnha ?h?( d car game 5]‘\1 r:mi about in

’ner hu.gu?.ihe.
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The game was called AlPhnbﬁ Groceries, and you
?layf it like this: The first ?la‘yer has 4o name an
item you can get at +he Sro{er}‘ store that starts
with the letter “A.” The next person has to come
up wH‘]n an item 'fhﬁ' starts wi-ﬂx B ," and so on.

Tfa ?layer CAN'T come vp with an item that
starts wi-ﬂx -H\e.ir‘ letter, -ﬂxeyjr‘e out of 'H'\-: game.

Mom said T should g0 first, so T said "n?P|e,"
which T guess was kind of an obvious choice.
Rodrick was up next, but he said he couldn+t come
up with ﬂuh?‘ food that started with "B."

I'm ?rt'Hy sure he was 1f4'h5 +o 3!.'.1' out of hﬂih&
+o 1:1:1?( +he game, but with Rodrick, you never know.
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When Rodrick 3-:='|' knocked out, the turn went to
Mnhhy, who came up with his word rish-f awa‘y.

Mom started c|n??ih5, bt T Paihﬂ& out that
"bnﬂ:!c“ isnt a real word. She said Mnhhy is JUS‘!'
|i:nrhih3 ‘H\c n|?\‘\dbe+ dhcl ‘I'}wd' we all h:r.& +to

L] W .
:hr.aurnsl: H‘\um.

ik quit in protest, and {from then on it was ah|?1
Mahhy , Mom, and Dad Pin)(ihs. ) rea.“y wished
m?l enr?iuss weren+ buried in rn?’ duffel bns under
a Fr'h: of suitcases ) because 1'}\!: hext }\nur and a

half was PrrHY ?nih&rL
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All that talk of food was n~:+ua!||7 getting me kind
of huh_sry, and whe.h T saw a sish for a drive-
through place at the next exit, T asked Mom if
we could ?u" over. But Mom said we wouldnt be
stopping at any of THOSE kinds of restavrants,
bcmus: ‘ﬂ'\c)( doh"I' serve real {nnd."

She said fast-food ?inccs lure kids in with c}\en?
Plnsﬁr_ +a75 to trick ﬂwm into eu+Ih5 sugar and
fat, and we werent gohha fall into that trap.
Mom said she had a MUCH better alternative and
handed me a lunch bns with my hame oh o

GOSHH) (L

Fupn
'-;uT \ouS ACT" VITIE 5;

B
Ny £00P!

ALL MIXED UP TOO PUHNY

Usgcromble the words i
h“m&hﬁm# i+ like 5
MESUMR ELRIANGN | |, Me _ﬂ""":!.,“""‘
51 NFU! raiting’ tale!

MAME THAT NOBEL PRIZE WINNER!
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Nre——o>»n
CDOLWLnO DN
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Mom said she so+ the Mnmr-?' Meal idea from
"Fnrvﬂy Frolic,” which T guess should not have

come ds d Sur?rise.

Ihsi&t 'H‘\E I:ns was a tuna ﬁs}\ suhdwic’n,
ah orange, and a little carton of milk, ?lus
someﬂ'ﬁhs wrd??td in tinfoil.

Mom said T had 4o eat my fruit before T
uhwrn??c& ﬂ\: +ih1{nil, because H‘m‘l’ was my "Priz.l:.“

But T wish T had Jus’r a?ehed it riah-l‘ nwu?z,
because T wouldn+t have eaten the whole orange
o IJ known -ﬂm ?rize wds d ?ncfa’. of maﬂ\
flash cards.

Rodrick got flash cards in HIS lunch, 4oo, and
we cnuld bo‘l’]‘\ see whtrt +th was }\tnde&. So be{nre
Mom could turn the mext hour of the trip into a
tutoring session, 4 Pulle& out one of the games
Mom had ?ncl:ecl in a big tote b“ﬂ-
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The game T srabbe& was called T Must Confess,”
and when Mom saw it she got so excited she forsa-i'
all about the flash cards.

I. rtnd ‘H‘\t rules, w]hic,ﬁ were ?rrHy sim?h: One
person takes a card from the deck and reads it
out loud +o E"u’tr?(oht else.

| Must Confess...

... 'VE MET A
FAMOUS PERSON.

T4 one of the ?la?zers has done the H‘\Jhs that's
written on the +:;=urdJ -H\e?f garn d Poih+. Ah& -H-xe
first ?quar to get fen points wins.

T was a litte sff.r.?‘l'icn! at first, but T have +o
admit, the game was nc-h.-uﬂf kind of FUN. T
learned a lot of -H-xihas about Mom and Dad T

never knew before.
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T found out that Dad had a pet chameleon when
*‘n: was a ka& d.hd 'H'm-l" Mom &)Jed }'\e.r‘ *\m'r Hoh&

once, which reu.lly Sur?risad me.

Believe it or not, even RODRICK was getting
into the game. He got a ?ahﬁ for be?hs +he ord}(
person who'd ever slc?*l‘ out nverhish‘} for tickets
4o a concert, and ANOTHER ?nih‘l’ for getting
a 5u5 stuck in his ear, which T remember like i+
was ?fes-terduy.




Dad and Rodrick were neck and neck with nine
points, and whoever scored next would win the
game. Mom seemed renlly hn???( everyohe was
getting n|c:-hs and }‘m\rihs fun.

Then she ?u"e& a new card out of the deck and
read it.

I MUST CONFESS
I'VE TOILET-PAPERED
A NEIGHBORS

Tm PFE‘H’)‘ sure Mom 'I'housh‘i‘ no ohe was gohna
Sﬁ' a Poih'} oh 'H'\n'lr r.dhrd, becauvse she was alread
renchihs for the next one. But Rodrick started

acting like he had Just won the !a-H-er?(.
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Mom H‘mush'l‘ Rodrick was Iyihs to get a point,
but he told her i+ was TRUE. He said that a
few months 490, he and his bandmates toilet-
Pn?er:& Mrs. Tuttle's house next door after she
cnliccl 'ﬂ'\t ?niicr. +o r.orqum'n +h:)x were mnkihs

+oo

Rodrfck +}\nu5h+ ‘I'l'\e w’noh '}’nihs was ?TI:H'?/
Fuhhy, but Mom didnt seem amused.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT:
YOU AND TWO OF YOUR
BANDMATES TOILET-
PAPERED AN ELDERLY
WOMAN'S HOUSE?

3



Tf T was Rodrick, T wouldve cl-mhsed my s-h:ry
real :iuick and said T was Just Jakihg around o

win the game. But Rodrick didnt seize his chance
to bail out.

Mom had Dad ?u" over to the side of the road,
+hen handed Rodrick her ?hahc and made him call
Mrs. Tuttle 4o nPo|o3iz.c, which was awkward for

ﬂcr}'ohc i 'I'hl: car.

I'™ SORRY FOR
TOILET-PAPERING

After that, it was quiet in +he van for a lnhs
time. Mom was about +o pop the next S?nhish CD
in the stereo, but luck.'lf Hahhy had fallen dsleeP
b}( then, so she couldnt.
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Tf you wake Mahhy vp in the middle of one of
his naps, he'll g0 -:nm?leﬁly ballistic, and there’s
NO calming him down. So whenever Mdhh?' falls
nsqu , Mom and Dad do ﬂcr)f‘l'}\ihs ‘H‘\ey can to
KEEP him that way.

HEY, HAS

T was biﬁ on haps when T was Mnhh?‘}s age, too.

T used +o take an hour-!ahs nap after lunch
e\rer?! &n}(, and wheh I started ?resr.hanh we }m&
an official 'nu.? +ime w’nerl: cvtr?(nhe Fu":d out a
mat and sltP‘I' on the floor.

1ZZ2
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Tf you ask me, T think *‘hey should give kids nap
time all the way +hrnu311 college. But -I‘l'\e?! stop

Joihs it after ?ras-:}mnh which T found out the
HARD way.

On 'H\e first Jny of kih&er‘sarﬂh, after we }m& our
shacks . I aske& 'i"ne teacher whr.re +he mats were A

so we could lie down and rec}mrse our batteries.

|

But she said kihclersaﬁners dont HAVE nap time,
and T +’fwu_3h+ she was Just mnldns a ﬂmh}' Jokc.
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A few minutes later the whole class was rnukihs
paper bns puppets. APPnrehﬂ?’, T was the ohl)e
one who didnt Se'i' the }‘\enés-u'? about the no-hap
'ﬂ\ihs 3 because for 'ﬂ\e rest of 'ﬂ\e &“}’ e\reryohe
else seemed fine, while T could bnrel?' function.

Tm sla& Mom remembered +o br‘ihg a Pdci-ﬁer‘ on
+he trip, because as loh3 as Mahh?z's aot one stuck
in his mouth, he can slee? 'l'i'\r‘cush Jus-l‘ about
dh}('ﬂ\ihg. Mdhh?’ los+ his favorite Pnciqfiar las+
nFsth, but Dad ran out to get a new one at a
store near our house that sells 949 3:‘-{1'5.
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T guess it looks a lit+e strange, but i+ works

Just as well as a resular ohe.

Mnhh)l had been slee?Ihs ?ed.r.efuﬂ?( for about an
hour -h:Jn?l when we s-h:n??ed at a tollbooth. Dad
rolled down his window o get a ticket, and the
quy in +he booth had such a loud voice he sounded
like he was s?mkihs +hr¢-u3}1 s MEGAPHONE.

HOPE YALL ARE




Mnhhy started +o fuss, and his ?aciﬁar came

}'\dl‘{\-rd?' out of his mouth. But iuckilf Rodrick
reacted quickl}(, and Manhy fell back asleep.

T +hink Mom was a little frustrated +that Mnhh?!
was happing in the first place. She had marked a
bunch of places on her map where she wanted us
to stop and get out for some sightseeing, but now
we }mcl to keeP dr‘fvihs.

The ?rnH:m T had with Mnhny‘s hap was that T
rm"}( needed +o get out of the car and stretch,

but T COULDN'T.
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T 4ried to make rn?fsel-lf comfortable, but with all
the stuff ?iled around me, it was im?ossibla.

Luckﬂ}e . rr.?( bdck?nr_k was in arms rench bt}\ihd my
seat, br.cnuse it \‘\ncl Some {mnks and nﬂ‘\r.r +hih35
I'& broushi' +o entertain mysdqr.

Mom's nlwa?(s +r7fin5 to get me to read stuff
that's "ehr‘ic}\ihs ,“ but wheh it comes to bauks,
T know what T like. And ever since eiemeh'l'ary
school, my favorite books have been +the ones in
the Underpants Bandits series.

The Uhder?nrﬂ's Bandits books are about these
two ki:ls nnmed Bryr.e nnc{ Br‘ad}( wha 90 bnck n
+ime ahd steal un&cr‘wcur from famous P:n?lc 50

‘t‘hey cah ?U'i' ‘H‘ﬁ uhdtrPuh‘}s in & museum,

46



T know that sounds kind of ridiculous, but +he
books are nd‘unlly Pre-r-r)f -Fuhh?(.

And just as Van Gogh returned to
his masterpiece, Bryce snatched
the painter’s favorite pair of
boxers, which, thank goodness,
were clean,

'Q#%h




The books are super ?u?ulnr with bo?!s at my
school, but the teachers HATE +hem because of
all the “rude humor.”

Whenever a book report was dve in fifth Srndc,
all the bn?!s in my class did theirs on one of the
Underpants Bandits books. And that made my
teacher, Mrs. ‘ﬁrr}q hate them even MORE.

Qur class }\d{!l a ?rnJ:t+ whl:rc we hdr.Jl to write a

le+ter 4o our -Fn'lu'ori'l't du‘l'hor, nh:.il of course all

+he I:rnys chose Mik Davies.
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But Mrs. Ter‘r?! said we had o ?Id: someohe
ELSE, so T srabbtcl a random book from the
|ibrnr)f and wrote m?' letter o an nuﬁ"ﬁor‘ Il&
never even heard of before.

March 30th
Dear Nathaniel,
My teacher made us write to an author,
so I picked you. 1 have not read any of
your books (no offense).
Here are my questions for you:
1. What's your favorite color?

2. What’s your favorite animal?

3. What’s your favorite flavor of ice
cream?

4. What’s your favorite super-hero
movie?

I would appreciate it if you could
answer me soon, because I am getting
graded on this.

Sincerely,

Dty Flfey




But T ?rabably shouldve checked +the year +he
book was written before T wrote my letter.

May 20th

Dear Mr. Heffley,

We regret to inform you that the
author to whom you have written,
Mr. Hawthorne, passed away more
than a century ago.

As such, he will not be able to
respond to your questions.

With regrets,
y A—

Katrina Welker
Publisher

Most PARENTS don't like the Underpants
Bandits books, either.
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Tn fact, the PTA had a meeting +hat )(enr
where ﬂw.y deci&ed ?d.l"eh“l'S‘ +ax dollars shnuth'l'
be used to purchase any of the Underpants
Bandits books for the I.‘{:rary.

When we came back o school from spring break,
all of +he Uhder?nh'i‘s Bandits books in the |ibr‘nr}'
were GONE.

'I: ’DOFE 'I'}\r.s: m}uHs are l'\n???! w!nch d wlaolt
Stherd'l'ioh of ba?(s grow up not khowfhs how to read.
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When the school banned the Underpants Bandits
books, it Just made them more ?u?uhr +han
EVER. Some 507'5 shuck in copies from home and
Pdssed +hem on 40 OTHER kids.

To o

One kid even braug}ﬁ n a boo-ﬂeg copy of an
Uhder‘?ah-l‘s Bandits book from Jdu?ah. T couldn#
understand a word of t, but it was ?r‘e-H?' ensy
+o ﬁsur‘e out from 'l']'\e ?ir.-l'ures w’na-f Was snihs oh.

',,--"_--___—__-"“\\
/’/m:"‘ T4 UHI, ZOBEHEH

NTWaiE, U &EST




i nc-l‘un")! wrote o the author on m?f OWN JuS‘l‘
4o tell him how much T liked his series.

August 18th
Dear Mr. Davies,

I'm just writing to tell you, don't listen to
these people who say your books are
garbage, because they don’t know what
they're talking about. [ know a bunch
of kids (including me) who think your
books are great.

As far as the “rude humor™ goes, | find
that stuff hilarious, so please don’t
change a thing. In fact, | would
encourage you to put MORE bodily
functions and things of that nature in
your books.

Sincerely,

T'd never written a fan letter like that, and l:\ff.r?!
d"‘f when T so‘!' home from school 5 T ran to the
mailbox to see Hr Mik Davies }md written me bdcf:.
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L -ﬁhall}( got a response almost a yeu.r later, and
T was f‘eaﬂ}( excited.

But when T read the letter, it was a HUGE
disn??cih+mh+.

Ll

/~x. From THe Desk oF 7
~~P MiK Davies &

Dear friend,

Unfortunately, I get so much fan mail
that I'm not able to answer your letter
personally.

But I did want to tell you to be on the
lookout for “Underpants Bandits 24:
Lincoln’s Longjohns,” coming soon to
stores near you!
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T couldnt believe T ?aured my heart out 4o this
avy and all T got back was an AD.

4055

[ &

T&)

Even H\oush +hat whole experience left a bad
+aste in my mouth, T still like his books.

At least T get to read whatever T WANT +his
summer. Rodrick’s school gave him a whole list for
requir‘e& rea&ihs, and some of the books look like a
lot of work.

Herman Melville
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But Rodrick’s not much of a render, so he rented
all the MOVIE versions of +the books on his list.

Mom said s not smart to wa.'h:}\ +he movie
without r‘ea&ihﬂ the book, because 'ﬂxe?x uSud“?l
c’nnhae a lot of stuff. But Rodrick said as |oh3 as
he 35+ -I'H: basic iden, }\eljr be fine.

T +hink his n??r‘anc]h iS gonna cause ?r-::-bh:ms f
+hau5h. r“ﬂ‘\t Lord of +’nr. RFnss“ i5 oh \‘\is summer
rr.nciihs lis+, but wheh \'\r. r&h‘l'cci ‘H‘ﬁr. movie, hr.
wash+ careful about thctkihg the title.

Lords o=

s RING

DN = SPIOT

2
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Rodrick watched the movie TWICE, and after
+he second time he told Mom +that whoever wrote
the book must be a genius. But T'm guessing
Rndr‘ick‘s +enc’ner i5 gonha be Prcﬂ)t coh\(use&
w}meh 5}11: rcn&s Hs book rcPor“? in SEP‘l':m‘j:ﬂ:r.

B?( the time T was done ren&ina +°d“)'* 0 redII?:
needed to get out of the car +o Pr‘e.\re;h'l' my ie.ss

from ?efmahth‘l‘ly craninS.

M“hh}’ was sill asiez?, but he had somehow turned
himself all the wa?l uPsiJe down in his seat.
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When Mom noticed, she told Dad m?(be we should
stop driving for the &n}(, so he ?ulle& off at the

hext exit.

T was rmﬁy !oakihs forward +o eating a meal at a
decent restavrant, but Mom said were on a budsﬁ
and -l'ahig]ﬁ we were gohha Pick up our dinner at
a Srot:ery store.

Dad found a su?armnrkt-f a few miles from the
exit. But Mom was afraid that if the van 5+o?Fed
moVing, Mdhh?( would wake up and have a fit. So
Mom wrote out a shopping list for Rodrick and

gave him some money, then Dad drove real slow in
front of the entrance so Rodrick could ha? out.
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Dad had 4o circle the Purl:ihg lot about ten times,
which wasn+ easy since we were towing a boat.
E.vm-l‘unﬂy , Rodrick came out with a couﬁe lmss
of groceries. And from the looks of i+, he ?i—::ked

up Some extra items for himsel{.

PEACHES WATERMELON

When Dad Pu“a& the van around, Rodrick }\O?Pﬂd
in. Then we started 1aakih5 for a ?lnce +o Sh?f

for 1'}\& hish-l'_, but -I'}\e selection in -I'}\e ared
wash + +]hn+ 5r‘r.n+.




A few of the motels had bis sighs that said
"r’ne;( ’nnd "Color TV,“ whic}m if )’c-u ask me is not
-:.h)(*l'hihs to br‘ns nbou+ n 1'}1:'5 cln?( nhd age.

Dad ﬁhn";’ ?UHEJ over at a ?lnc: wH"n dir=
mh&i‘l’iorﬁhs ah& d Panl, de‘\ sauhdt& pre

Sood to me, es?ecid.lly mhsi&tr}hs that T4 lost
about five Pouhds in sweat sitting in the backseat.

T Kavent s-’myed in a whole lot of motels, but if
T had o guess, T4 Snf we ?icked one on the

lower end of the s?e.-:'h'um.

The 'lcbb?' smelled like mildew, and the carpet was

covered in weird stains.
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But ever‘?!oha was too tired o se'l' back in the car
and look for another ?Iaca to s-l‘a)r.

We got +he l:‘.ey 4o our room, and when we walked
in it reeked of smoke. There were li+tle holes in
the comforter and Pillows that Tm Preﬂ-y sure

were ci 9 arette burns.

Dad ?icked a towel off the floor, then dr‘c??ed it
because i+ was WET.

Mom went back +o the front desk and asked for
a different room, but the clerk said the motel was
full and that wed gotten the last one.
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Mom told her in that case we were gonha leave and
take our business to another motel. But +he clerk
told her ‘ﬂ\are was d "fwewly-four-hour cancellation

?nhcy, so we couldnt get our mhe.?l back.

Wheh Mom returned to ﬂ\e room, she said we were
gonna Kave +o 'h'}t and make 'I'he best of a bad
situation. 'ﬂqeh s}we and Dncl 51'1‘.‘??&& “I'}\e bed

down +o +3ne bare mattress.




Believe it or not, Mnhhy sle?'f 'I'}'xr‘uus,h ALL of
+his. Mom said that if he woke up how, he'd be
awake all his}ﬁ, so she was Juﬁ'l' gonhha let him
slee? H\r—:}ush +ill morning.

Mom put l"*‘lld.hh?l down in the middle of the sofa
bed and ?ulled a blanke+ over him.

The rest of us were reall)( hu’nsr}( , S0 we EM?-I'EEJ
out the sro:eries Ra&rick baus}ﬁ'. But it +urned
out he didn% buy ANYTHING on Moms list.
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Rodrick was su??osad to get sandwich supplies,
orange juice, and stuff like that, but he Just got
a bunch of 'ﬂ\ihss HE likes.

Mom was ?rl:H?/ vpset that Rodrick didn+ get

a sihﬁle 'l'HhS on the list s}xt gave Hm, but !.'\Fs
excuse was that he couldnt read her }\nh&wri'ﬁhs.
Mom +old him i+ wasn very smart to get cinnamon
rolls and a frozen pizza, since +hose +Hh35 needed
anh oven and we didnt HAVE one.
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But Rodrick said we could MICROWAVE +he
Pi:zn. "n\eh ]he ?u'f i+ inside the microwave oven o
?ro‘u -

. _BEEP
T T BEEP
P -i

At least, Rodrick THOUGHT it was a microwave.

T+ was nc-l'unlly a SAFE. B?’ the time he -ﬁaureJ
+that out, the ?iua was locked inside.

GRUN T,

- =
T

Mom gave me what was lef+ of her cash and said
to g0 d‘awn +o ‘I'}\r. \rthéihs mnc}minc +to 3!:1' "r}\r.
most nutritious stuff T could find.
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And that's how we ended up eu+ih3 sugar wafers
and breath mints for dinner on the first night of
pur r'on& -h"iP.

e

Suhglg?{
Last higH' we couldnt watch TV or do n'n?"f}\ihs
in the room because Mdhh?l was asleep on +he

Pu“oﬂ sofa.

Mom wouldn+ even let us keeP +he “3’:11' oh, So
we all sat in the dark for a while until me and
Rodrick decided +o g0 down to the Fm| to kill

some time.

"u\ft“, "H“.E sisn ou‘l'sfci: 'H"nt motel Sm'cjf '1'];1\:1"!: wds a
Pool, but there was no actual WATER in it.
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And it didnt look like there HAD been for at
least five ?fenrs.

| NO

B e
-"‘ﬂﬁ:.r 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 1 ‘I | 1 | T- 1 T“‘
= SFEET s

,i @ &

There was a hot tub near +he pool that DID have
water in it, but some -Famiiy was nlren&y using it
So me and Rodrick waited our turn.
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'U'rwnfarIr‘-h.a\w..-.urlrs.-.l};J the fm.‘l?( couldnt +ake a hint
that we wanted to use the hot 4ub, so aveh'l‘un“?(
me and Rodrick Juﬁ‘ went back +o the room.

The I;SHS were still out, and Mom and Dad were
asleep on the mattress. T guess 'Hm?( mustve been

PrrH)t exhausted, because 'H\e?' were still wearing
all their clothes.

With Mom and Dad on the bed and Mnhhy on the
Smch it &idh"l' leave a lot of saa& s|:r.? a?‘h'ohs For
me and Rodrick.

We checked the closet for a cot or an air mattress,
but 'l'l\.i:rr: was ha‘l’hihs.

68



Rodrick was one s-’re? ahead of me, -H-xcuﬁh. He
gathered up the sofa cushions and made a bed for
himself on the floor. Five seconds later, he was
out cold.

- s Zzzi‘ee_

L’l.
L

T -ﬁsurcd the closet was as sood 4 Plnce as any
-For me o sh:r.?, so I 3°+ some +owels out o-F ‘I'hl:
bathroom and laid them on the floor.

After bfing there for a minute, T noticed a
TERRIBLE smell and +hou3h+ a mouse mustve
died in the vent or someﬂ'\ihs.
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T +ried covering r-?' nose with a washcloth, but
that seemed +o make the smell even WORSE.

T+ was hard ehoush +r?(ih3 to fall ns|ee? under
those conditions, but then someone in the room
started SNORING. Lt.rl::]l:ibzJ T was Pre?nred for
+hat. Mom and Dad BOTH snore, which is the
reason L ﬂ'musi\'f ahead and brou&\'\‘l’ enr?|u35 on
the trip.

But i+ was so dark in the room T could on|?t find
ONE in n?( duffel bnﬁ, so T had o 'I'r?r s|¢e?ih3
with the earplug in my lef+ ear and my other ear
Pressed to the floor.

T did nr.-l'un")f fall nSIEEP for a few minutes, but
woke up +o some kind of ruckus goihg on outside.

70



o

When T looked out the Ftt'[':}\ole, T saw snmt'ﬂ\ihs
flash bj, but T couldn® tell what it was. So T
cracked open the door to see what was going on.

T+ 4urns out those kids from the hot tub had
ao'H‘th their hands on a clenhihs cart and were

ramming it into a wall.

- .
T s
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T couldnt BELIEVE +hese kids’ parents were
|E‘|‘+;hs ‘I'}\ern run wFlcl in 'ﬂw. MF.-_chIIIE of "H\E th}\'i',
so T 5+EFFed out of the room and went over to

Si'qfc *I'}\ern a Pittl‘: of my rnihcl.

The littlest kid burst into tears and ran into his
room, and L didn+t feel bad for even one second.
But a minute later his door a?em& again, and his
FATHER came out.




T wasnt about +o get }(a'llad at b?f d growh man
in his underwear, so T ran back to our room and
locked the door. Then T ?r‘a?'ed with all my rv.is}\-l-
+hat the chain lock was strong Ehoush +o L’.ee?
him out.
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I guess +he kids‘ dad didn+t see w}\ic}-. door I

went into, because he knocked on the wrong ohe.
Then he ?ouhde& on +he door rISH next to ours
before sivins vp and Sains bnck to ’m’s room.
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Once the coast was clear, T huhs a little sigh oh our
doorknob in case the vy decided +o come BACK.

o ot
Deotunt

T+ was REALLY hard -Fnllihs nsluP after +hat,
because :‘u'tr?’ +ime 1.- }\tnrd Someone ouﬂi&t ‘I'l'\e

doon I held my brtn'l’l'\ vl ﬂ'\t}! Pnsszé b}(
Before I L‘.new it, ‘1‘1.'\!: sun was up ahd so was

Mdhh}t. Mom turned on the television, and
whenever Mnhh?' watches TV, he TALKS +o i.

™



WHAT 0
SOES A QUACK! d @
DUCKIE QUACK!
MAKE? G — ;
ELIHN-. ®
| sume ¢ =

.......

T was a litte nhmyed with Mnhh?( {:-ln{':b:rihs
d.wa.y, but I guess 'J: can+ mmPiaih. I: usec{ to do
‘H‘\E same exact ‘I'Hh& w}\eh I was Yauha:r.

One +ime when L was wa'i'c}\ihs my favorite show,
the *\oﬁ‘ asked a ciueS'Huh.

WHAT SHOULD
I DRAW ON
THIS BOX?
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T was Jus+ saaﬁhs around when T ahswered, but
+he avy on TV nc-l'unliy RESPONDED.

OK, POLKA
DOTS IT 15!

T wish i+ never hu??ahecl, 'I‘hough. Because for a
|ah3 time after that, T '|'hcus¥\+ the ?eo?le inside
+he TV could hear tvl:r)('i"mhs T said.

AND HOW

1 COuLD B
ARE YOU ETTER. MY
TODAY? BROTHER

RODRICK—
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Tn fact, on my sixth birﬂ\dn};, Mom had 4o sit
me dowh and have a +alk about the difference
between "im:laihdr}‘“ friends and “real” friends.

HEY, DID YOU HAPPEN TO
SEE WHAT MY PARENTS
GOT ME? IT'S A BIKE,

ISN'T IT? BLINK ONCE IF

THE ANSWER IS YES!

Once Md.hh?l got going in a conversation with his
favorite TV chnr‘nd‘ers ‘ﬂ‘\is mornr'hs ; I knew
+’nr:rr. wds no Poi‘n'l' in 'i'r?lih& to {a" ﬁck dsicef'.
Sk Just got vp for the dd}(.

Ah& wh:‘n ']: JF&, I -Fauhcl out +’n= source of
+hat awful smell. Rodrick had put his shoes in
‘H‘\: close+ 3 d.hcl 'I: ’nnd s?crﬁ' 'I'hl: wl;\olt rﬂs}\'l'
brtui'}wihs in his fumes.



But even WORSE was that the “washcloth” T
had used to block the smell was a::'l'unll?l ohe of
Rodrick’s SOCKS.

% d

S?edkihs of Rodrick, Mdthh)!li conversation with
the TV didn+ bother him one little bit, because
he Juﬁ sic?i' rfs}ﬁ +}~.rou3h all the noise.
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Dad was getting a little restless waiting for
everyone to get going this morning. He's one of
those guys who gets up e\rﬁry clay at the crack of
dawn so he can arrive at his office enrl)( , and this
whole late-star+t ﬂ\ihs wasn + workihs for Kim.

E.vah'funﬂy , Mom made Rodrick get vp and take
a s}nower. We went +o a &Iher r‘ishfi‘ next to 'ﬁ‘q&
motel for breakfast, then got back in the van.

Mom said that from now on we were all gohha be
on the same s|¢e? schedule so we wouldnt waste
nh)( more +time on our +r'i?. But before she was even

dom -I‘d|kih5 2 Mdhh?' ?nssed out in Hs car seat.

Mom s bis P|d.h for the &n?' was for us to go to a
muh'h'?! fair she read about in "qun?ly Frolic."
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Td never been 4o nhy-fhihs like that before, but
it looked like it was worth check;’ha out.

h&@a\ﬂlﬁﬂ“‘ﬁf 1
lip T e an n

The fair was a few hours nwa?(, so that meant me
beihs cram?t& in the backseat again, which was
starting to get old. "ﬂq.-.m'-al':-ﬁ.-l17J after an hour,
Mom offered to switch ?iacas with me.

\‘Jheh I Sa'l' up to ‘H‘\t front seat, I mul&h"l’
believe how much ROOM +here was.
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And i+ wasnt Just all the space +hat was awesome.

T even had individual temperature settings and rw)’

owh cup holder.

T went +o chnhse the radio station, but Dad
s+o??e& me. He said ah'l}a +he DRIVER gets to
Pir.k +’ne PUSIC. 'J: didn+ 'I'lhink “I'}v.r!' was -Fnir, but
T wasnt gonna camPh:.ih and risk getting sent +o
‘ﬂn: backs\m‘h

J MY TRUCK IS BUSTED BUTJ
JIMY DOG HE LOVES MEJ
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Dad’s music was ?re++>/ awful, but the view +o+all7'
mddt U? Fnr it.

Nhtﬁ )!ou‘rr. in ‘H‘\: Imck, yau Joh"i' }m‘ur: nh?’ sense
of whats ahead. 5p'+'l'ih5 up front, T had a whole
new perspective and could almost see w}xy Mom was

so gung ho about +nl:ih5 +his road 'h*i?.

N}xeh we took +’ne exit for H’\e —::auni'r?! fair , We
came to a s+a?|r'3}\+. We were {:-e!n.'n& a minivan +’nn+

was +"nc Same exdct macir.i as ours, ahl)! Pur?le.

The kids in the van looked kind of familiar. T+

took me a second to realize -I‘}xe?! were the same

ones from last h.‘s}ﬁ.
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T hadn* told Mom and Dad about the incident
with the kids and the de.d.hihs cart, because T
was worried L wouldnt come out |ookih3 too sr‘m-l‘.
And +}\e?’ Je-ﬁhH‘elf didnt need to know about mf
run-in with Mr. Beardo.

The kids in +he ?ur‘Ph Vdhn r‘e-:c:-shile& me rish'l'

d.'wd?( , and started mnkihs obnoxious faces.

I wash + gohha Jus{' sit ﬂxere and take i+ from
+hose little ?uhks, so T made a face a+ THEM.
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The Skihh?f one made the same face back at ME,
and the second he did, the lfs}\-f turned green
and -I‘}xe?l accelerated. When their van lurched
forward, the little kid {nab?inhﬂd into +he

back window.

Dad ?assed them on the left, and Mr. Beardo
got a real sooci look at me.

84



Lur.kﬂyJ the ?url:ihg lot for +he fair was ch17 a
few hundred feet up the road. Once we stopped,
T wanted 4o s-l'n?z inside until T was sure we
weren+ beiha tailed JD}! +he Fur?'le van.

FAIR

But i+ looked like we were in the clear. Nnhhy
was s+l nsleeP in his car seat, so Mom said she'd
s+n?r back with him and +he rest of us could g0

on nhend -

The fair was a LOT different than T 'l'hnush-l'

it was gonha be. T Ex?ec'h:ci i+ 4o have a Ferris
wheel and a Mrr?hswrnuh& and stuff like that,
but instead there were a bunch of tents with farm
animals and booths with homemade food.
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We were SEHEHS kind of huhgr?( nh}(‘m.h?(, So we

went loni:ihs for SDNI:'H'\EHS to eat.

T}\e?( had corn do&s and fried &nus’.‘w and all the
stuff you’d L-x?ed at a b.‘g fair. But then -H'\ey
had r.r.-.u.;r -Hxihss like &ee?-Fr.'ed butter on a stick.

T was dc+ud1|>( Sind Mom was still in the van,

because 'I was ?rl:H‘P/ sure H‘m‘l’ kfh& of ‘I'th
didn% qun!ify as "real food” in her book.
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A{-re;r about an hour of walkihs the -Fnirgrouhtis »
Dad went back +o the car +o see if Mahr?' was
awake ye'i‘, and he told me and Rodrick to 90

ex?hn: oh our own.

The two of us wandered around for a while until

we came dcross a tent where there was som-rh'hs

553 34:!4'?\5 on.

T+ was a Foulest Footwear contest, and H‘mr
were oFFerihS a Fr‘ize for whoever had the
nastiest shoe.
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There was a bis line of ?mPle read?' to submit

their entries.

FOULEST FOOTWEAR
CONTEST @I

T +4old Rodrick HE should enter, because if
ANYONE deserved +o win this thing, it was him.

While we were waiting in line, me and Rodrick got
in ah argument over who would get o kaeP the
prize. T said we should 5?1E+ i+ 50 - 50 because it
was my idea, but he said he should get the whole
‘l'hihﬂ because i+ was HIS shoe and he was the one
who made i+ stink.
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Risl'\'l' bt\fort we So‘l' +to 'I'}\e Judsihs +u.|:|r:, we
reached a compromise where T4 get 10% of +he
Priu as Rodrick’s agah-h

Some of the other shoes looked a lot worse +than
Rodrick’s, and T was lasins confidence that he'd
win. But when the \jucisr.s got to +he smell tes+ s

it was all over.

JUDGES

Rodrick won first prize, which turned out to be
a4 coupon for one dee?-fﬁed butter on a stick.
T +old Rodrick he could have i+ all 4o himself,
because ﬂ-n‘. 'i‘*\oush'l' of ea-ﬁhs d.h?l more butter

made me feel a little nauseous.
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Rodrick asked the judges for his shoe back, but
'ﬂw?f said -ﬂmy were gonnd send i+ on to the
hational -:arn?e;ﬁ'hoh. So that lef+ Rodrick wnikihs
around with ohl?( one shoe. T decided +o e.::?h:-re
ﬂ\e he.ar‘b)f stalls while Ru&n’ck was ?cifshiha off
his stick of fried butter.
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But T had a SERIOUSLY close call when T
turned a corner and almost ran smack into the
entire Beardo famﬂy. Lu..ndv:ilyJ T was able to duck

for cover Jus-r in time.




Now +hat T knew the Beardos were on the
Fﬂir‘srouhds 1 was eager to get out of there.

T went 4o look for Rodrick, but he mustve gone
back +o the van. T decided 4o head there myselic,

but on m?( wu.f ovt T s?n'l"h:& the 'h:.t? of Moms
head in a crowd under one of the livestock tents.

Pm?le were Pncke& shoulder +o shoulder, and T
‘I‘ric& Pushih& my wn?f %raush +to 5:1' +o w’n:ri:

Mom was.

But when T 30‘!' hnlfwa?! in, a big cheer went up-




When T ﬁhaﬂy made it up to the front, T was
SUrPn‘se& to see Md.hh?l s+ahdihs in the middle of
the crowd, i\aidihs a piece of paper.

A??nrzhﬂ}(, ‘H‘\EI’E was d contest to see w’ha r.caui-:{

come 'f’m: closest 4o Suessihs "r‘he wtr's}\‘f o{ d 1'\05,
and Manny got it emcﬂ}( right.

‘ﬂ\e ?rizt for Suessihs ﬂ\e h::-sjs weis}-rl' was d real
live bnb?( P9




Mom ex?ldined +o the Ju&se that -Hwe}(’d Just
entered the contest for fun and didnt dc-l‘u:a”?z
WANT +he Pis.

But the ?ea?le in the crowd seemed kind of

insulted and wouldnt take no for an answer.

With all the commotion this was causing, T was
nervous the Beardo -anil?z was gonhha come oVer
4o the livestock tent +o see what was going on.
Luckﬂ}z : b)( then Mom seemed r'ed.d?l to get out of
there herself, and we made our wn?t +o +the exit.

Dad was sitting in the van with the air-conditioning

cranked up, and when he saw Mom cnrryihs a
P19, he was a little +aken Iay surprise.
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Mom -ﬁ”ed Dad in oh l‘mw Mnhhy won 'H\e ?;3 in
the contest, but he didnt seem +oo thrilled with
the news.

Dad said we had no business owhih5 a ?53 and
that we needed to take it back +o the fair
immdid.'l'el?z.

But Mom snid it was too late, because 'l'h: ?is
had nlready ".'rn?rfh‘redn on thhy.
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Dad still wasnt on board, 'H\ough. He said o pig is
a barn animal” and could be carrying all sorts of
parasites and whatnot. But Mom said a LOT of
Pm?le keeP ?iss as ?r}s . nhd She‘& ’nmr& ﬂwef}r:

Jus*r a5 Smart as :1035.

Then Rodrick got in on the conversation. He
voted for KEEPING +he ?55 becauvse he said we
muhl St'l' -Frer: bacon Fror-r it l:‘lfer)( mrh?hs 5 'I'hc
wa.?t 7'ou 3&1’ egq9s {rorn a chickeh.

So either he doesn*+ understand how Pigs work, or
he Jusﬁ‘ wasn + ﬂ\ihkihs i+ all +he way 'I'hr‘oush.

T was all in favor of kte?ihs +he P9 if i+ meant
we r.auH \‘\urr?‘ up d.hd sc'i' Snihs.
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T noticed a purple van Parked a few spaces away
from ours, and T was nervous the Beardos would

show up any second.

Dad 'Fihd.“?( caved in. He said if we were gonna
kee? the P9 it would have 4o ride in the boat.
But Mom said putting +he pig i +he boat was
“inhumane”’ and that we needed +o find a Plnr.e for
i+ in the van.

The -I'}\iha is, there wasn+ nh?(where +o PUT
the pig in the van. We covldnt just let it roam
free, and we couldnt nmcﬂy strap it in with a
seat !:'-I:H', e;‘ﬂ\er. Se Mom erqP‘h'l:& out +}1r_ cooler
and put the pig in THERE.

Once that was settled, we ﬂhn"?z Fuﬂf.d out of
+he Pnrkihs lot.
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After we ?u+ a few miles between us and the fair,

T could ﬁhn"}( breathe again.

But ‘H‘\t ?4'3 s+nr“+:d tnusiha trouvble ria’n‘l‘ m-.rnyl.
B?/ 'l'}xr: +ime we sn'l' {mr.k ohn ‘|+.E Hs}\wa?(, it ’nnd
'hi??td over the cooler and was rooting around in
one of the Mommy Meal 5&35.

T Kad 4o wrnhsle +the Pig back into the cooler,
and THIS +ime T s*l'rd.??td the seat belt across
it so it wouldn't tip over.

Mom ﬁsured +he Pig was huhsr)f, so she said we
needed to s-h:P and 3&1‘ it some food. Her idea
was for us to g0 +o a restaurant and ‘I'}\l:n si\rc
‘H‘\: Pis our leftovers. 'ﬂm‘l' snunc{td |ikt a Saad
dcal o me, since it meant WEH duf.‘h..l'd.“?l SE‘I' +to

,hd"li’l: a 5i‘|'*olowh d:’hher.
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We found a ?lnce 1o eat a few miles away, and
Mom st)eed back in the van with the P9 while
the rest of us went inside. But when the waitress
saw that Rodrick was chiy wearing one shoe, she
said she couldnt serve him.

! OMELETS » PANCAKES
EGGS ANY STYLE

b

I T ITTIT1]
MO SHIRT
MO SHOES
NO SERVICE

| I

Dad said me and Rodrick could take turns usihs
MY shoe. But T wish T hadnt let Rodrick 90

'nTS'f; because l'\els ‘I'hr. world*s slowest eater.
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When we sc'l’ back in the van, we gave the ?is our
lef+over corn and vegetables, which i+ ate straight
out of the S'I'?(l"a'Foam contaner.

Mom started |onl:ih3 up ?Inces to s+ur for the
nEs}ﬁ on the GPS. She asked Rodrick o call a
hotel to see if 'H‘\E)’ had dh}( rooms nv-:.ilnH:.Tln:?t
ciEcL but P\a&rick ch it b}/ 3e‘H'ih3 too sPl:ci-Fir..

Mom found another ?!nce a few miles away, and

this time she did the talking.

T}uc hn‘l’d was JUS"]’ n-F‘i'cr H‘\e +olls. A few ];‘.uhdr:ci
feet from the exit, traffic came to a crawl.
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That was a ?rcblern for me because T had two
bia slusses of lemonade at the restavrant and
REALLY needed to use the bathroom.

18 s?oﬁad a gas station up ahead and asked
Mom and Dad if T could }‘\DP out and use the
bathroom, then catch vp with the car after T

Was dﬂhﬁ.

Dad didn+ like +he idea because he was worried
that {:7 +he 4ime T got back, -Hne?f m;3h+ alrendy
be +}~.rnu3}\ the tollbooth. By how it was ?re-l-l)t
obvious +he ?is needed to 90, too, because it was

runhing in li++le circles inside the cooler.

Mom Sd.i:.Jl I coui& use ‘I'}\c bn‘l’hr’oom at ‘I'hc gas
station as |ahs as 1 brcugh-f +he P9 WITH me.
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So 'I: -h.;cked it uhder m}( arm ah& ran across -H'\ree
lanes of traffic 4o the gas station.

T 4ried the handle 4o the men's room, but it was
locked. T waited for the person using it to come
OUT, but whoever was in there wasnt in nh}(
rus}\ +o wrap +}~.fh35 up-
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T was 3eﬁih3 kind of &es?em‘m, so L +ried
the handle o the women's room, but THAT was
locked, +oo.

T ran back +o the car, which had ohlf moved
forward about five feet in the time T was gohe.

When T told Mom that both bathrooms were
nccu?icc‘ ; shz said gas station b-:.*l'}\rnnms are
ALWAYS locked and that T had 4o ask

the

ATTENDANT for +the ke}(.

So T ran BACK +o the gas station and +old
+’m: 31.7 at *H'\e desk 'I: needed +o use H\e

restroom in a hurry.

A e ot
axifea T= T B
e
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T'm not sure what T was ex?ecﬁhs from a
gas station bathroom, but it was ac-l‘un“?( a lot
WORSE than T couldve even imsihe&.

7

Let me just say it was pretty awkward using the
toilet with a farm animal staring r‘is}ﬁ at me.
But the PJS was even MORE embarrassed than
'I: was, because wl‘\:h it was +}~.e P;Sjs turn to 90,
m+h{h3 }“FPEHE&'

Fhg
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After T gave the l:e?( back to the attendant,
T sPoﬁﬁJ our Van just as it was about o go
ﬂ\roush the tollbooth. So T s?rih-l'ed all the way
across traffic to Se-f to 1t in time.

But before T a?ehed the door, T wish T had
noticed that the van didn+ have a BOAT
u'l"l'nc}\ecl +o it.

S

OUR van was nd‘ua"y still a few cars back, and
{‘7' the time T 39'1‘ inside, the ?ig looked like he

was about to burst.
L guess Mom was rish-l' about pigs beihs smart,

because when T ?u'l‘ him on Mnhhy’s ?o-H}l seat,
he knew EXACTLY what +o do.
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“. .

When we ?UHE& up to the hotel las+ his}xt T was
relieved that it looked a lot nicer +han the ?hct
we stayed the night BEFORE.

Mom nhci pn& weren+ ‘I'qkihs nn}( chuhc:s ohn
Stﬂfhs *I'urntd awn?l at 'ﬂ‘\e dtsk because o{ ‘I'he
?53, S0 we ke?‘l' it in ‘H‘\E cooler until we 30'1‘ into

our room.
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T think Mom fel+ bad about the slee? situation at
the motel the first rﬁsh-h because +his time she
rented TWO rooms so everyone would have a bed.

But T shouldve known there was a cateh. Mom
said since she and Dad had Mnhh?( n THEIR
room, the Pig was gohha have +o S'h:.)( n OURS.

™

|

1]

b

Il

T didnt know what T was 5:..-??05&& +o do with the
pig, so T tried putting it in our bathtub. But it
started wh?m?zﬁhs +}1e second I set it down.
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T decided to let the pig loose in the bathroom,
but when T ?eekeJ inside a few minutes later, it
had made a TERRIBLE mess in there. And T'm
PrE‘H}f sure it ate a bar of soap, +too.

T let the ?is free in the bedroom so T could ke.e?
an eye on it, but the first thing it did was go
s+rm‘5h+ +o the door cohhecﬁhs the +wo rooms.




E.veh-l-uall.f, Dad got sick of all the noise and
oFahe.& +he door to let the pig i

T was so tired T fell nslea? before my head hit
the ?iﬂaw.

This morhing T woke up to the sound of weird
noises coming from the foot of my bed. A+ first T
+hnu3h+ Rodrick had gotten vp enrly, but +hen
T realized the sound was coming from the PIG.

I} | | — | »
” = = 2, %
o EERR S
—N ey -
o T e =
,. :
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T+ had somehow fiﬂurei out how o open the
minibar door and was rooting -I-hraush the mhdy
and other snacks inside.

I ?icktd ‘H\: ?;S up ahd FU'I' it in our bn'l'l'\'l'ub,
+hen went next door to tell Mom and Dad what
hd??ehed. But it turned out the P9 had raided
THEIR minibar, +oo.

Somehow it had even gotten into the DRINKS.
T counted at least three empy cans on the
-ﬂanr‘, and don+ even ask me how a ?';3 mahnsed
+o do THAT.
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Dad went down 1o the front desk 4o tell them
our "Pa'l‘" l'm& sn'i"i‘eh into the minibar and we
shouldnt be chnrse& for all the stuff i+ ate.

But ﬂ'\e cicrl: +a|ci Dnci we were gohha hu'w: to
Pn)« {or 'I'h: S‘I'uﬂ'r Frnm ‘H‘\t nfhr’bnr, nhc{ on ‘hJF
of THAT, there was a fifty-dollar penalty for
violating the hotels “no Pe-k" ?olicy.

After the final 'hn"y, +he P19 ended up costing us
more than the ROOMS did.

Mom was eager to get on the road, so she woke
Rodrick up and told him to get in the shower.
Bt T ?t“ubaH?l should ve mentioned to him that
ﬂ\e Pis was in ﬂ\e bwﬁﬂ‘ul‘: before hr. sﬂ??ed .
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When we got in the car, Dad was on the ?hahe
with his office. ;d\??r:vur'vz'rﬁ'lyJ there was some sort
of emergency, and he was the ohl?e one who knew
’naw to *I'dkc care of it.

Mom had ﬁahhm] a bis fld?( for us with lots of
s-ro?s, so she wasn+ hn??y that Dad had o dedl
with a work situation. But we H-I' +’ne road nh?awny ,
and Dad talked on the ?hc}hc while he drove.
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Our first stop was a place that claimed 4o have
the largest piece of popeorn in the world, which
ended up ot being that impressive. First of all,
it wasnt a real prece of popeorn, it was a wood

carving, and second, it wasn+ even all that bfﬁ.

When we got out of the car, Dad s-l'n?te& back
on his call. The P9 s-l'd?'ecl, too, s|ee?ih3 off the
drinks from +he minibar.

_Greetings from the home of the

Next we went o a ?lncz +hat's SUPPGSE&1f “world
famous" because it has life-size carvings of all +he
LES. ?residew%s in butter.
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This time Mom made Dad 3e+ out of the van and
Juih us, but he s-l'u?red on the ?]‘mhe the whole time.

When we got back in +he car, Mom let Dad know
i+ wasnt OK for him 4o be missing out on “famil
+ime.” Dad told her he Just needed to deal with
ohe more work issve ' and after it was taken care
of, hed give us his full attention.

Dad said he was about o get a call from one of
his international clients and that when he DID, i+

was r'cd"?! JmPor“i‘nhi' for e\rer'?‘ohe +o 5+n7 quiﬂ' 50
it would seem like Dad was in the office.
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T+ didnt look like that was gohha be a bis Proi:lm.
Md.hhy was dlready' down for his afternoon nap,

and the pig was still fmssed out in the cooler.

A few minutes later, Dads call came in. You could
+ell b?l how loud +he guy was +u1k;h3 that he was
upset. But Dad spoke in a real even tone, and his

client seemed to calm down.

The rest of us S‘I’d}(td as quiet as we could. But
then Rodrick got out one of his ?ﬁﬂks of bubble

gum and put all five pieces in his mouth and
started t}\ewihg i+ real loud.

Mom snnP?e& her -ﬁhsers to *h'y and get him +o

S‘I’o? mnkihs so mt’h hoise.

114



But her -Fihser shapping was nd‘uall)f LOUDER
+han the gum chewihs , which you could +ell was
irritating Dad.

Mom wanted Rodrick +o get rid of his gum, so she
Pr:ss:cl ‘I'}\c button +o open ﬂ'\c suhrao-{. But wheh
she DID, the sound of air Hawihs inside the van
was like a et turbine.

Mom realized she had made a mistake, so she
?resse& the button to CLOSE +the sunroof. But
before i+ shut all the wa?l, Rodrick chucked his

gum ﬂ\t“ou&]‘\ the o?!:hihg.
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The qum bﬂomer‘nhse& r‘ish'i' BACK and 50‘!‘ stuck
in the gear track of "rhe sunroof.

Mom -Fr'nhﬁm“;; ?rcsseci the “close” button, but
‘1'}1: sunroof was Jnmmcc{ open. At 'ﬂ\d'{' moment,
+he air ruanS in from outside &Jslodsed Hat
S*l'nniey from the vent, and he went ﬂ}(r'hﬂ.

Dn& was hn'l.rr'ha a renu}( }\dl"& time contch‘t‘rn‘l'ihs
on his call and was {unHihs with the buttons 4o
+r>f and shut the sunroof himself.
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But now he didnt have a hand on the wheel and
was steering with his KNEES.

Dad started &réf‘l‘ihs out of his lane, and the
driver of a husc tractor-trailer let us know it,

wlhfci'\ Hn&t Dad dro? }\is P}\ohe.
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The horn also startled Mdhhy, and his ?nchfier
?o??ed out and onto the floor.

Mdhh}( was suckihs air like he still had his Puci-ﬁ:r
in Hs mu-t"n, and I knew we had about ten
seconds to find i+ before he had a full-on +antrum.

'I: s?oﬂecl +}\e ?nci-ﬂtr on +}\e floor in front of
me d.'mi ‘I'ricd to unfasten my seat bel+ so I couH
reach it. But instead T ncci&chi'u.ﬂy unbuckled the
seat belt holding the COOLER in place.

Dad was +r7'ih3 to reach for his Fhohe at the
same time, and he Jerke& the car o the left,
which made the cooler tip over.
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Now i+ was total chaos. The pig was loose, Mahh?(
was cryihs 3 .-.md Ddd was cur‘sihs because he. mul&h"f

reach his ?hnne.

But the main ?rcblem was the PIG. T+ was
going bananas, runhing around on the floor and
s-:{ueniihs like crazy. E.ver‘)(ohe was 'I'r‘?rihﬂ to srnb
i, but the pig was +too $|i??er7.

: 0] B

l )

Then, all of a sudden, the pig went quiet. And
when he ?a??e& back vp, we knew w’h?’.

SUCK
SUCK

—_— —_—
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T reached out real slowly and ?lucke& Mdhhyls
?dci-ﬁ'er‘ out of the ?isls mouth. And that's when
it BIT me.

I guess the P9 decided this was its chance 4o
make a run for it. T4 hopped vp on Mnhh);'s seat
and tried to squeeze -H-\rough the window, which
was G?Eh d f.rﬂf.k.

WRIGGLE

il AT

M

The Pig mnnsa& to get its head and front i:ss
out the window and wouldve made i+ ALL +he
way out if Mom hadn+ Jum?ed over her seat and
Srnbbed its hind legs.
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But when she !UHSEJ for the P9 she kicked o

button on the stereo, and now we had the Spanish

CD Har‘ihs at full volume.

POR FAVOR, HABLE
MAS DESPACIO.

T}\e w’noh +ime, Ddd was sw:r"u'ihs all over ‘H’\E
?lnce. E.\r:h'l'ud“?(, Mom got +he P9 back inside
and closed Mnhhy*s window. Dad managed o
Pull the van over and turn off the stereo.

T4 was quiet in the car for a full minute while
ﬂtrfone cnus}ﬂ' ‘\‘ht:}r breﬁ";‘.. pn& Was rcd"?! mnci
+hat we messed vp his business call, and he let us
krow it.
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But he ?m{m{ﬂ}; should ve made sure his Phohe was
off first. Because when he Pu+ it to his ear, his
client was still on the other end.

Tl
After Dad’s work-call disaster 7&5‘1‘&:‘&47 , he and
Mom had a lohs talk outside the car. Then +}1e)(

got back in, and we drove in silence for a while.

A half hour later we ?ulled into the Parkp'hs lot
of a FeHihs zoo. Mom o?ehed the side door and
+ook the cooler with the pig in it out of the van.

PETTING Z(

] ENTR

]
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Mom went inside, and five minutes later she came

out with an Ern?-l?e cooler.

PEI"SOH:‘A”?, T wasnt sad to see the P9 90, but

Mdhhy was a different s+ar?(.

T'm not so sure Mom was doihs +he petting zoo
d'hf favors b}! c{ohn*ﬁhs a P';S that bites kids.

And s?eukihg of which, my ‘ﬁh&tr was reuﬂy
KILLING me.

Dad said that the P9 ?robdﬂy hadn+ had n'n?(

immunizations dhcl m'ah‘l‘ even }nnvt rnbf:s, chh
was NOT what T wanted to hear.
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T Ve seen enough horror movies to know that when
a person gets bi+ b)l an animal, ha-H-\ihS Sood
comes of it. The LAST ‘l'h‘ns T need is 4o 4urn
into some th& of wer‘c-?is . becnusa *I'}er cnuH
rm”y mess up my c{n-?ihs life.

Chez Henri

ﬁ-ﬁ?ﬁ,ﬂ"“lG

TN AR SN

Mom took a look at my Fihstr, and T could +ell
she was a little worried. She said we should find
a doctor to check it out, which didn* calm I"I?(

nerves dh?’.

Mom +ried 4o find an :mrs:ht)l—mre ?1:“:: on
the GPS, but there was hoﬂ\ihs within a -Fi{'l'?r-

mile radivs.
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But Sl\e DID find a VETERINARIAN'S office
five minutes up 'ﬂw. road.

5}\!: snicl a Veterinarian wouic{ ’nd‘u’c ‘i'}\r. same s+u1c1c
as a rtsuhr &m'.'l'ar, but a vet cauH nc‘l'uu“?' be
BETTER because they might know a thing or
two about P9 bites.

T hahzsi'l)! +}mau3h+ Mom was Jakih& around about
+his veterinarian ﬂ\.‘hs, but she was dead serious.
And a few minutes later we Pu“cd into the
Purkihs lot.

H VETERINARIAN
Jl= /

Mom talked to the receptionist at the front desk
while the rest of us waited on a bench.
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A minute later Mom came back with a chfabnnrd
and some ?aFemnrk to fill out.

AH 'I. can sa?’ is, 'I: }\ﬂ?t 'I'Hs 5‘|'u-F1f Jor.sh*'\‘ 3#.1'
m:d on m}( Ptrmnheh'l' rr.mrd, because if it crops
up later in life, it could be embnrrnssihs.

Emergency Pet Care

Patient Registration

(i n

Pet’s name: D‘Lw/

d
Owner’s name: Mﬂ%
Species: Nm;n..

Last vaccination: _%amueﬂgii

History of worms? Yes B No[

o> a toddf,,

Last rabies shot: _N/A

Spayed/Neutered? Yes [0 NoX
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Once Mom handed in the forms, the receptionist
told me T could sit with the other "?-:ri‘ith'l'sn to
wait for the doctor.

Ynuu 'I'Hhk IJA Sr.'l' some sort of ?n'ori'r)l because
I'm d ]humnh beihs, but 1-. 3a+ ?u"r bthi’nd a strl:-ﬂ
that had swallowed a cigarette and a cat that
3a+ its face stuck in a yu&urﬁ container.

CouGy
COUGH

.

When we had our &03 , Sweetie, Mom had to take
him to ﬂ‘\e vet a buhch of times for SEHEHS into

stuff he wasn+ su??ased to eat. But the LAST

time she took him, she didnt reallf need +o.

Mom had found a bunch of cm?'t); tl.'.“&?lnnh:
wrappers from a ?nck of w}xooPit pies in +he 1nuh<il’?'
room, and 51‘\& {:Isurct:l Sweetie "md eaten ‘rlnem.
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Apparently, chocolate is like POISON 4o a
clos , s0 Mom rushed him to the vet +o get his
s+amach Pum?ecl.

When Mom brough-t Sweetie home from the vet,

she told me he had gotten into the whoopie pies.
T fel+ kind of bad, because T was the one who
ate them, not the 403.

Aht:l' from w}wd' 'J:‘“ henr& , scHihs }'our s+am-:.c}\

?Um?td‘ isnt a real ?lensnh‘l‘ Ex?r_rience.

Ty,

7 % OWE .

{_YOU ONE!
f;;r--_';r--d
<L y
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T feel like my visit to the vet was ?a?zbnr.l: for
the whnn?ia pie incident, es?ecinlly when the nurse
weis}\ecl me oh the same scale 'I']ne?l use for DOGS.

g Doasie POUNDS

The nurse +ook my temperature, oo, and had
me hold the thermometer under rn?( +ah3ue for
+h.‘r+7 seconds.

whr.h I so‘l' bnci: +to 'I'l'\: wm"t‘ihs ared, Rndrﬁck
told me that when +he?( take an ANIMAL'S
+am?ern'l‘ure 3 'ﬂ‘\er stick +he thermometer
somewhere ELSE y and 'ﬂw:y ?rnbnbly use the

same ohe for all +’n=ir Pdd’i{:h‘i‘s.
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T was worried Rodrick rnig‘{ﬁ be r‘ia}\-h but then
T realized this information was coming from a gy
who was eating ae.rbﬂ ?e|'le+5.

nuncﬂi
C
l..\-._

Twice while we were waiting at the vet's, Mann
bolted out the front door, and both times Dad
Sr‘a}abﬁd him before he got too far. T think
Mnhh?( was ?reH}z mad about us leaving his P9
at 'ﬂ\e Pe-l"ﬁhs 200, and }\e Was nc-ﬁha out.

CHECKS ' Il i BOARDING +
WHED . \ GROOMING
HERE! s N /

X T -
When T was Mnhh)e's age, T used +o get mad at
Mom and Dad and +r): to run away all the +ime.
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T remember once when we were in the c}\nhgihs
room at the ?acﬂ and Mom was -i-ryiha +o make

me wear a baﬂ'\ihs sut T didnt like. T ook off
runhing, but T wasn+ ren1i7 %ihkihs about where
T was GOING.

RODRICK used to run away a lot, +oo. When he
was in first grade, hed take off every dny at the
same time, but he'd come back home when Mom told
Hm ]th favorite TV shnw was oh.




When Mdhh)l tried to run away a THIRD +ime
+oc|n7l , Mom boush'l' a retractable ieash at ﬂwe
front desk o +r>¢ and keeP him under control.

Mom also got a bahdnsa for Rodrick’s foot so we
could start soihs into restavrants as a an‘l?x "‘3“'-“‘

.F.ihn"?l , the veterinarian was ren&?l +o see me, and
‘H\: hwrse 1cd us into ‘I'}\e exam room. M?f Pnlms

started SEHEHS swed'l}( ’ because I n|wn?ls SE“|‘ d
little nervous when it's time 4o see the doctor.
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T'm not o I:ES fan of needles, and Mom knows
it. So whenever T need o 3e+ a flu shot or
Snrﬂtﬂ‘\ihﬁ , Mom doesnt tell me its coming.

Ahd |>>l ‘H“.E +ime I ﬁsurc out whn‘t‘*s Saihs on,
it's oo late.

HEY, IS THAT
A HOT-AIR
BALLOON?

But there werent dh?‘ shots +his time around.
Mom told +he vet what had hnvfa?eheé; and she
took a look at my F-'hgar.

T}uc vet said ﬂ'\r.rc was ho‘t"nihs +to wnrr)« about
since the PESJS teeth hadnt broken the skin.
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She ?u+ some antibacterial ointment on n?( ﬁhgar
JuS'i‘ to be safe and then sent me on m?‘ w?"

T goﬂa say, T was ?re-l-ly im?r‘esse& 5?; the
whole veterinarian ex?eriehce. 'ﬂ-\e doctor was no-

nonhsense and didn+ ambush me with any needles.

I- #surt when we SE‘I' back home I'. m'Sh'f research
some Veterinarians in our darea. L m hot sa ing

Tm dtﬁhihly going to make the switch, but T
do want 4o see what my options are.

er the ve }5, ad spent some time trying ‘o
After the vets, Dad spent time 4rying +
5E+ ‘H‘xl: gqum out of "H‘\E sunroof wH'ln 4 PoFsiclc

s*hick. But i+ was oo mess?! nh& :vthi'un“?l ]‘\t

Sd"’i’t U‘P.
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JANRAUL| di

ANTIVAP

Dad didnt like not being able to close the sunroof,
so he drove around +r>dh5 to find a mechanic who
could fix it. But hobcd?‘ he talked to would do i+
for under a hundred bucks.

So Dad went 1o a sroctry store and boush‘? some
r,ellafahnhe and duct +aPe, and he fashioned his
OWN sunroof.

Al [\
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T think Dad was Pra-l-l?r ?rouJ of himself for
saving money on repairs, ¢5Pacia|!7 when it started

+o rain and his homemade sunroof held up-

But after a wH|t ‘H‘.: teﬂa?"\nhz s-l'u.r‘l't& ﬁ“fhﬂ
with water and buss.

E.veh'l‘unu}(, the whole 'l'}\fhs gave way, and for
once I was 5|a.d to be sitting in the back.
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e Fnrked under an overpass and waited for the
rain to clear vp while Mdhh?( and Rodrick chuhaed
into some dry clothes.

ﬂ‘xt 'I'ri? was a total disaster up +o 'I'}\is Poih'l',
and even Mom was rzn&y to admit it.

She said it Pr{:bnbly wash+ such a sm& idea to do
e\rcr?(ﬂ‘\ihs nccor‘ckhs +to +‘he mnsnziht ” and +’:\n+
f we switched +hih35 up a li+tle, md.)/f:e we could
turn +"nc +rIP drauh&.

oy oy
.

b L
% a hw
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Mom said that from then on, wed g0 wherever
the road took us and wed make decisions as a
FAMILY a|¢-n5 +he wn)(. She said the rest of
‘ﬂx: +r‘i? cauh.lr be |i1(r. ‘I'hﬂSe Onms: Ynur Own
Acl"-':h*l'urt {'mnks.

T n|wn>¢s liked those books, because on r.w:r)( page
?mu 3&1‘ +o make a &ecisioh 'i"mﬂ' chnhscs ﬂu: 5+¢ry.

.-'"--_-_______-_-"‘—-—.
1 11 The alncient statue has a
riceless gem in its eye
& v | spm:ket. Tl%e inscriptiegn at
Q the base of the statue
reads STEAL FROM ME
AND PERISH. What do
you do?

§ If you pry the gem from
the statue, turn to page 40.

If you stop and pet the
kitten, turn to page 23.

93

—_—

The ?T‘DH:N is, T never seem +to make the choices
+hat 3:1' me to a hd??}( thciihs.
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T fact, it seems like no matter WHAT choice T
make, its n!wufs the WRONG one.

When you step onto the
dais to pet the kitten, the
ground beneath you gives
way, opening into a deep
chasm.

You fall to the bottom and
die. Better luck next time!

The End

T wasnt so sure about Moms new n?Pranch bt T

fisured nhyﬂwihs was dn ;M?Ta"u’emeh'f as iahs as I
didnt 3c+ bit 5}( nh?( more ?Jss.

A.-H'er 'H\E rainstorm ?nﬁed , we 3-:'.-1' 5&{:1’-‘. in +}1c
car and gave Moms idea a +r'>(. When we reached
our first intersection, shc nsked e‘u'r.r?(ont if we
should +urn risl.'ﬁ or lef+ or 90 s+rni3¥\+.
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So we held a vote. Me and Rodrick voted +o turn
ri5]1+, and thats what we did. And when we so‘l‘
to ANOTHER intersection, we Voted again, and
+this time we turned LEFT.

We drove into this little +own that had 4we
restavrants, and after we voted, we went +o one
that ended up havihs the best n??le ?ie Tve ever
tasted in my life. Tn fact, it was so 3{:0& we
ordered a SECOND one.
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Mom was reuil?' ﬂeused with herself for coming up
with this new a??ronch and said she was gonha
write in to ":F.nmﬂ?’ Frolic" and +ell THEM about i+.

The ohlr person who WASN'T havihg a ﬂnud
+ime was MANNY, who still seemed vpset about
+he P9 Mom keP+ +he leash on him even while we
were enﬁhs , to mdke sure he clr'&h"i‘ +r‘)f and run

nwny ag amn.

After lunch, Mom asked me o take Muhh}( +o the
bathroom, which uhbf had one toilet in it. So T
waited outside for him to do his business.

Mnhh)f was in 'l'hert for a w}\ilt, nhc{ I S‘I'nr‘l‘eci +to
wonder what was 'i‘d.kihg him so iohs.
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i -ﬁhnﬂf o?ehecl the door, and he was GONE.

Lucki]y , Dad saw Manh?f ﬂ\rous’n the front
wfn&aw of 'H‘\t restavrant and StoaPe& Hm up
before it was too late. Pecauvse if i+ }nnd been

another minute or two, who knows HOW far he
would ve sn'H'e:h.
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e got back in the van and Mom s+ru??-:d Mahh?f
into his car seat. When we got to a s+u?li311+,
everyone asree& +hat we should g0 left, and we
waited for +he 1;’3*\%‘ +o thnhse.

When i+ turned green, Dad $+e??e4 on the 995,
but a car came out of nowhere and TOTALLY
ran the red !is,’nJI'.

Dad laid on the horn, but the driver Just ka?-f
ohn suihg.

Then another car ran the 1.‘5*1'1‘, and then
ANOTHER. T+ was like hobc&?‘ even NOTICED
that +he iiah'f was red.
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Dm} was geHihg Pre-Hy 1fru.a5+m-he:&J ah& wher\ he
saw a gap between two cars, he put the Paddi to
the floor and 'nuhﬂ a left.

SCA
%

We bnrd?' s:iueeud in front of +the NEXT «ar,
which ALSO ran the light.

When T looked back at the car behind us, T
noticed 50me+}~.ih3 weird. There was a little ﬂns on
either side of the hood.
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Mom noticed the ﬂnss, too, and she got ref.nily
uPse'I'. She said the vehicles behind us were fmr‘-r of
a FUNERAL Prncessth.

Shc tx?lniht& that &urfh& a funeral, cars are
allowed +o go +’nroush red lfs}ﬁs on their way
from the church +o the cer-ve'h:r?( so ‘rh!:?( can all
stick +ose+‘har. Ah& now we d gohe and cut off
the line of cars.

Dad was getting Pnhick?' that all the cars behind
our Van were how 1fo|lawih5 US, and he tried +o
shake them off our +ail b?: makr'hs a few quick turns.
=/




T+ didnt work, though. Dad said he was gonna
get back on the Hshway and +r‘?1 +o lose the cars
THAT wan but Mom said the LEAST we could do
was Lm& +he Pen?le ‘Jehin& vs +o ﬂ‘\e cemﬁ‘er‘y.

So Mom v?td "ci:meﬂrf into the GPS, and

there was one J'us+ a few blocks d.wn}(.

JUNTRY 182 RESULTS FOR "CEMETERY"
QUIET MEADOWS 0.5

RESTFUL OVERLOOK] 7.2
PEACEFUL VIEW 7.9
PLEASANT HILLS 9.3

We drove +}~.rau3}1 -I'}\e snﬂ:s and ?nr‘ked nlnns -I'}\e
side of +the ?cﬂ"ﬁ. E.Ver?'ahe who was -Fnllnwihs us
3°+ out of +}1r.ir cars, but ﬂwy scem:cl cohfuscd.

One look at ﬂ‘\l: Srﬂeshhts and i+ was clear whn‘l‘
had hafsfaehe&. APPnreh‘rly, the GPS +reats all
cemeteries the same, and i+ had +aken us to a

PET ceme-i'er?r.
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got u3'| Y-

m
%
After escaping with our lives from the pet
c:m‘i‘er}(, ﬂer?mhz &tci&td i+ wouH be best +o
Just ?nck it in for the hdah‘h So we found a

hotel a few miles qwq}x and got a room on the
se\feh'l"n floor.
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Dad wasnt comfortable leaving all our stuff in
the van, since someone could get in +hrou3]'\ the
sunroof and steal whatever -H\e?' wanted, so we
had +o +ake EVERYTHING into the hotel.

This morning Mom wanted o k:l:? going with
+he Choose Your Own Adventure quh. T was
s+nr+£h3 to wonder if it was such a sred.-l' idea,

since i+ almos+ got us killed yes-ier&n?(, but Mom
was s+E-:l:ih5 with it.

She Srnbbl:& a bunch of brochures from +he front

desk dhd brous}fl' H‘.tm ‘o I:renkfns*l' 50 we couid
-ﬁsure out whcﬁ' we wanted to do for the u.Jm?'.
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There were d.r.‘l'unﬂy TOO mdhy oP‘l'iohs, and

mﬁnd?’ couH agree oh wha.*l' +o do.

Dad wanted 4o take an nll-&ny suic{cé tour of a
Civil War battlefield. Mom wanted +o go to +he
beach. And Rodrick wanted +o 9o to the electric

Suf +ar museum.
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What looked like the most fun to6 ME was a ?Ince
called Soak Central. We went +o a water Pnrk
LAST summer but 3°+ rained out, so I fisur:&
+his would make vp for it.

But Mom rcnci +}~.rnu3’n +}w. brar.}wrr. nhd Sm'd Sank
Central looked “artificial” and that the whole

point of this trip was to AVOID places like that.
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Since hobo&y could agree oh ahy-ﬂxihs, Mom said
she was mdl:’.ihg an executive decision and that
we were going o the beach. Dad didnt {cm?iaih_.
because I’m sure he was +Hhkih3 -ﬂm'l‘ f we were
going to the shore, he mish-l' adunl'ly get a
chance 4o use his BOAT.

T renl!y not much of a beach person mP(Sr:Hr.

Whenever we go +o ohe, we brihs a blanket and
sFread it out, then sit there for the whole (’.]h'.l?(.
And you cant real!y g0 nhywherej because ?(ou'r‘a

worried someone will +ake your spot.

T}ue last +ime we went to 'ﬂ'\r. btdf.}\ i pd& 5rnu3ln‘1'
+’ne +u.r? ht uses to cover 'I'}m boat so wt':l l‘\rwe

more room for our fnrnﬂy and all our stuff.
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But the 'I‘ar'? was at LEAST 4wice the size of our

old blanket, and it took up a ton of space oh
ﬂwe bma}\.

Not to mention the fact +hat it's made of
PLASTIC, so with +he sun benﬁhs down, i+
was like sitting in a -Fr‘yr'hs pan.

T+ was ESPECIALLY tmbarrnssihs when the
rest of my fﬁm’l)’ went o 3rnb lunch on the
banr&wnik nh& ']: }\n& to hdhs back on *I'}u: +d.r?
by m):s.-.hf +o watch our stuff.




So T wasnt real excited about going to the beach,
ﬁs?aciall?z since T knew Dad had his boat tarp
wiﬂ\ }'\im.

'ﬂ\e bmc]h was d afew hour‘s‘ clriw: m-.rd?', 50 I
decided +o take a nap unhl we got there. And
believe me, with all +he Juhl: Pile& vp in the back
of +}\e miruvan, it wash + eusy.

T woke up when the van slowed down. T 'I’}\ousl.'ﬁ
we were at the beach, but we hadnt even gotten
to the bridge ?lﬁ. T+ seemed like everyone had
the same idea WE did.

WONK HONN) gEEEEP _ L%
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When we were about a c{unr-%er of a mile from
the br.'&sa, T could tell Dad was starting to

3¢+ nervous.

He HATES br‘?clses} because for some reason he

31:1'5 &izz)( w}\ene\rer he ’nu.s +o drive over one.

The bridﬂt to the beach is one of those kinds
that's reull;r h.‘gh above the water, and T'm sure
Dad wasnt looking forward 4o being stuck on it
for the next half hour.

Mom told Rodrick HE could drive. So we Pu“ed

over and EVE\'}(uhE switched seats.
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Dad +ook my place in the back so he wouldnt see
the bridge out the front window, and T moved +o
'ﬂ\e micHle row.

When Rodrick got in the driver’s seat, he took
ndwh-l‘nse of Dad’s radio rule and blasted *\eav‘y
metal music. And T could tell that wasnt heIPihs
Dad’s nerves.

e

9 4

\We were onlr going about three miles an hour.
T+ looked like we were gonna be stuck on the
bricis: even |on3tr than T :x?tc‘!'cd, so T n?encd
the bnﬂ of cheese curls Rodrick bous"\‘l' at +he

rocery store.
grocery
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There was a sen5u|1 sitting on +he bn’dge rm‘iihs
next to our minivan, and it looked r.'SH at me.

?D Ci
—
i S P PP
g, i, P —
T

T guess T kind of felt sorry for it, so T +tossed

a r.’nr.l:s: curl out of ‘1'*\: sunroof. 'I: dee ‘o sn?! ;

]: was ?rr.H‘)f irn?rr.ssr.d wl;\:h ‘!'"nc sr.dsuu tdua}\‘}
the thing in midair.




T was about o throw it ANOTHER one, but
Mom s+offed me.

5}\!: snr'& Seusuns are ri:d.u}( ns@r:ssi\rt, dhd SMHS
+hem "Pen?le food" is a bad idea.

She was ria}vl' about the "nssressive“ ﬂ\ihs .

because +wo seconds later +the 5en3u|| was on top

of +}\z car, and ?mu could tell i+ wanted more food.

'I +}1rcw nhnﬂ‘\tr one at i+ to +|7 and mnkl: it
g0 nwn?f, but '1";1: SEHLSU" bobblcd ‘H‘\: c];\r.l:sr. curl 3
which fell righ'} back into the car.
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That's when ﬂ\ihﬁs got BAD.

The san5u|1 ho\a?ad down INTO +he car and ate
the cheese curl off the floor.

For a second - ever)fohe was in a state of shock +that

a sensu" was in our Van, and mbod?( moved a muscle.

"ﬁmt Si:dsuﬂ Squnwkcd a few times nhd +}1ch tried
to ﬂ)! bnr.k out 'I'hc wn}( i+ came in. But i+ miSSl:d
+he a?thihg b)f about +wo feet and smacked into

the roof.
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Then i+ Jus-t went mn?leﬂly nuts, ﬂ?!ihﬁ
around and cr‘nshihs into the windows. E.veryohe.
was in a total Pa’nic , and feathers and cheese

curls were everyw%ere..

Then the seaau" got sr‘ead?‘ and Smbbed +he bns
of cheese curls off the floor. But T Shaﬂe,l!& it
and held on for dear life. E\reryohe was };ellihs at
me to let 9o of the bns , but T wasnt giving in.
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‘Fihnlly, +he Stnguu beat me in our -h.:s-mf-war and
flew straight up through the sunroof, taking the
cheese curls with i+. But the saasuli didn+ get far
wH‘h -ﬂxe bns.

About +]hree—qunr+ers of the cheese curls ended
vp BACK in the minivan, and from there it was a
+o+tal his}'\'fm:are..
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A few of the sansulls flew vp front, and Rodrick
got so freaked out he hit +he 9as. When +he
birds {ihn"y cleared out and -I‘ths settled down,
we had a whole NEW ?rnbh‘:m to deal with.

)
¢ N o
o® s "o

Believe i+ or hot, ‘I'ht ?m?h in ‘HH!: car +’nd‘|' we
rear-ended were nc+uu.l|?1 ?re‘H)x hice.

I-f wdsS & man nh& ’nis wite ~ nh& 'ﬂ\l‘:?‘ sr.em:d +to
understand it was an accident. So *I'}\e?' exchnnsed
insurance information with Dad, and the ?nﬁcc

didn#+ even need +o 5=+ involved.

Tf ﬁh?('?’nihﬂ GOOD came out of the accident, i+
was that it 3o+ s out of going +o the beach.
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“The BAD news was that now our van wouldn+
start, and we had to wait an hour for a tow

truck to come.

All the traffic went down o one lane, and that
didnt make us +oo PoPuinr with the Pea?le ‘I‘r‘)dhs

to cross the bridge.

'ﬂ\e 51..?’ at +}\e auto ranir s\'\oP said we cr-:.r.kecl
the radiator and it was gonha take at least
four or five hours 4o fix it. “ﬂ‘mﬁ’ meant we
needed to find SDmE‘l’]‘\th to do for the rest of
the &n}(.
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When we s+e1|v1|7td outside, T was ?re-H7 shocked
to find out we were oh|7 two blocks away from
Soak Central, which is where T wanted +o go in
ﬂ‘qe FIRST ?ince.

T BEGGED Mom +o let us 90 +here while we were
wni*h'hs for *I'}u: van to 5!:‘1' ﬂxec{.

S}ue said She would I"l'-\'ﬂ'ﬁtl" we d:& som=+hin5

“wholesome’ like go to a local lfbrnr?l, but +this time

51‘\!: was auﬂo'l'ecl four 4o one.
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So we walked to Soak Central and ?m'& for tickets
at the gate. Then we got a locker and put in all
the stuff that we didnt want to get wet.

We c}mhse& into our bd'fhihs suits and met outside
+he restrooms. T+ was SUPER crowded, and
+here was no way we were gohna find five lauhse
chairs all 'I'nst'}her. We :‘fth‘l'ud“?l found ONE
chair with a few broken straps, and &um?ed our
towels and the rest of our stuff on i+.




Mom and Dad s-hye':l back with Mdhhy, so me
and Rodrick were on our own. But Mom said she
wanted +he two of us to stick 'i'c:-e,e;'ﬂ‘mr.

We went +o the sidh+ wave ?ml first, but there
were about a BILLION Pm?le in it.

Rodrick su&scsﬂ& we ?in?z hide-and-seek, but
with all ‘I'}\c ?mFlr. and rafts in 'l‘ln: Pao|, 'I.
knew it would be im?assiH: for the seeker to find
‘H‘ut ’nid:r.
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T said 4o make it FAIR, +he hider couldn® swim
vnderwater. T didn= renH)f +rust Rodrick not +o
c’neud', but hc came up wH']n d wn?' 4o make sure '1‘}1&

hider followed the rules.

Rodrick got a paper ?lace mat from the snack bar
and said 'l'}\e Hder had 4o kee? it dr?( to prove he
didnt go underwater. And T have o admit, T
was ?reﬁ?/ IM?TESSE& hr. came up wH"n +hn+ all on

=L

T volunteered +o be the first hider and found a
spot at the far end of the ?ml where T knew
Rodrick would have trovble ﬁhdihs me.

HS own.

166



What T DIDN'T know was that Rodrick had
written Some-l'hihg on +he ?lace mat before giving

it to me. Uh-Foﬂ'uhn‘l'el)f, e"u’eryohf. AROUND me
noticed before I did.

"u‘»fhd*l' ]m: wrote would'\ft been bu.cl ehouﬂ}x on its
OWN, but the miss:[':elle& word somehow made i+
WORSE.

T am no+t

— b:i::;‘gsjig}w

=
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And even MORE embnrrnssihs was when +he
|E~Ft3unr4 got down from her chair and +told me T
had +o get ovt of the ?ool

--—--_-—

FE
When i+ comes to Rodrick, T 've gotta learn never
to 4rust him. ESPECIALLY at water parks.




T was done with Rodrick after the ?Ince mat
'ﬂ\ihﬂ and didnt care if Mom said we needed o
stick together. T left him behind and went 4o a
waterslide b}( mysa!ﬁ.

T hadn* realized how lohs +he line was untl T
got hnhfwny up +he stairs. But b?( +hen a ton
of ?mPlt were BEHIND me, and ‘H‘\r.rc was ho
+urhih3 bnck. So I was ?ncktd in wH']h 'ﬂ‘ﬁ:s:
Peo?it wntil T got to the top.

I‘I’ was mlly ho‘h nhd ?f.oPlt were s+nr+ih3 to
3&‘!’ usf‘i’n'l'td b?( }\ow slow 'l'l'\: line was ma\rihs.
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Then the kid r‘is}\-\‘ behind me Poke& +he lad?( in
FRONT of me in the butt with a ?::-ol noodle,
and shc 'I'hnusl‘ﬁ it was ME.

So then T had her BOYFRIEND +o deal with.

1 r:u.ll?' didnt want to get info a f£3h+ over
sorneﬂ'ﬂhg like 'ﬂ\isJ but luckﬂf i+ didnt come to
that. We were at the top of the stairs, and it was
time to go down the slide.

Uhfar-i'uhn-l'ely, +he raft was a four-seater, which
made ﬂ\ihss Pre-l“l)( awkward on the ride down.
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'ﬂ\c slide tm?ﬁe& out into an area where ﬂuer‘c
were a ton of rd-F+s, w’nic}x was Sren‘f because it
3&“ me a c}\uhcc +to H&c from ‘1";1:!.1' woman nhd
her {:a)(-rriehd. T went around the Iﬂ)’ river twice
+o make sure I.'H los+ +hem.

'1.-':1 had Ehnus’n with the water after ‘I'l.'m'l', 50 'I.
went bd.r.k +o our |ouh3: r.l\.dfr +to st'l' rny cla'l'l'\ts.
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But the chair was GONE, and all our stuff was
|yih5 n a ?ile on the srouhd.

T found the rest of mf -Fdr-u'ly at the snack bar
getting lunch and told them what }m??em& with

our loun ge chair.

Mom said i+ wouldnt be hard +o ﬂsurt out who
TOOK i+ because of the broken s+r‘n?s.
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We s?reué out to look for i+, and T searched the
ared by the wave ?ooi.

Sure :housh, our |auh3c r.\‘\uir was ‘H'\:ri:. But ]:
couldnt BELIEVE who was SITTING in .

T dont know what the odds are of runhing into
the same ?ea?le again and again, but this was
starting to get RIDICULOUS.

T -ﬁsured it was best to Ju5+ le+ the Beardos
HAVE our |c-uh3t chair and not make it into a
biﬂ deal. So when T cdus}ﬁ back vp with my
Fﬂm’ly, T pretended T didnt have any luck
Fihdihs our chair.
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B?( now our food was getting cold, and we sHill

didn* have mhywhere to eat. We e*.rn:h-hmll?f found
d Pluce to sit behind the snack bar.

E-\rerfoha seemed reudy +o leave after +that.
Mom asked for the kﬂ}{ 4o +he locker so she could
3&1‘ our stuff. But ‘J: 'fc-lcll her‘ .J; &i&hl'l' HAVE .

She said she had given me the kt}(, but T +urned
both Por.}:t'l's of m?‘ bn'l'hihs suit inside out to
prove ﬂ'\t}f were th?‘l?f.
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T was ?re-H?/ sure shed gven the l:e?r to
RODRICK, but he said HE didnt have it, either.

E.\rerybucl?! searched themselves for +he key, but
we all came vp :m?‘l‘)z-hdhdt&. This was a HUGE
Frobicm, because Mom and Dad’s cell ?hahes and
wallets were in ‘I’hn‘l’ |ockr.r'; 50 we mul&h"l' leave

until we found it.

We went to an emFlofee at the front counter and

told him we lost our l:e?(.

I CHILDREN - $20 5=i7
1 | 1 1

But when he asked what our locker number was,
none of us could remember. There were hundreds of
+hem, and 'H\t?( all looked emdly the same.

175



He said the locker number was written on the J:e?!,
but of course THAT information wasn+ getting

vs nh)(where.

The 9vy said the Oh!f +hih3 we could do was -|-r?(
and FIND +he kt}{ , S0 we 5?|r'+ up and retraced

our 5‘1':?5 across ‘H\e water Fdr’:.

Roc‘r‘fck went to ﬂ‘\e wave Fmﬂ w}\r.r'r. we ?h)m&
hide-and-seek, and T went +to the |u.1?! river but
didnt have nhy luck.

<D

o ® o (ga=

W}xeh we met bd.cl: vp, mbncly \‘\dd -Faun& ﬂwe k:)x
Mom snir.Jl rnn)(l?r. we ncc}cieh‘l'd“?’ ‘I'hrcw it nwn?l
after we ate , 50 we clus ‘Phrous}\ ‘1".'1& +rn5}1 hear

w]‘\ert we sat.
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Mom said we should all concentrate real hard and

+ry to remember which locker we put our stuff in,

and when T did, T could s:.-&&erd?( see it c|enrl7 n

rn?l m;n&.
LT

T +old Mom, and we went s‘rrdieh"r +o locker 929,
Sure 45:\-«::::.:5_31'1.J it was locked, and there was no key
in the door.
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We went back +to the 30}! at the counter to tell
him which locker was ours, but we had to wait a
long ime before we could get his attention.

When we told him our locker number, he got out
+he master key and walked over +o number 929
th us. Dut b}( +’ne +ime we 5°+ +}\er‘t 3 +’ne key was
back in the slot and the locker was EMPTY.
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That meant someone had found our kay and
STOLEN all our stuff.

Then T thought of ANOTHER possibility: When
+he Beardos took our |ouh3£ t]‘mir‘, 'H'\t}f mustve
taken our KEY, +oo.

T decided +o +ell Mom and Dad all about +he
Beardos and how -H\e?( ?rabnbly stole our stuff to
se+ some ?d.?(l:mck on me. Then T +ook them o
the area where T last saw them sitting.

But {:7 +he time we 5o+ +here ; +}1e?z were GONE.
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T was worried Hwey rniahﬁe alrend?( lef+ +he
PdrkJ so T ran to the front gate. And sure
ehuu_g}\, +he Pur‘?ie Van was ?uliihﬁ away.
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T KNEW +hat Famil;r was bad news from the
beaihhihs 3 but T never +hou3]h'l‘ 'ﬂ‘m?‘ were m?nble
of THEFT.

Dad used the ?hone at the front desk +o call the
Poliu, but 'H‘\E cops Sm'ci ﬂ'ﬁd‘l’ wH‘i‘rau*i' a license
Plnﬁ number i+ would be rtn”)! hard to 4rack down
our stolen stuff.
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T£ +here was any GOOD news about our situation,
it was 'I'}m'l' -ﬂ\e ke.-}( to the van wash+ in -ﬂue

locker, because it was back at the mechanics.

So we walked o the auvto repair s}\c?, where

the mechanic was seﬁihg readr +o 'PU"‘ N a new
radiator. He told Dad it was gonna cost almost

three hundred dollars, but Dad told him he
couldn+ pay becauvse his wallet Jusﬁ' got stolen.

Dad +old +he mechanic he'd mail him a check +he
second we got home, but the 5"7 said he couldnt
+ake an "1.O.U." He said what he COULD do
was ?u-\“ some sealant on the busted radiator,
which would last a &n;f or two before i+ wore off.
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But the mechanic said we'd have to run the heater
inside the van at full blast +o kae? the engine
from a'u'er}\ea-ﬁhﬁ. He said i+ mish-l‘ sound -:mzr,
but i+ d.('l‘unii‘y works.

# =7
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Mom and Dad talked it over and decided we should
just drive the van all the way home. We didnt have
any money or 4 ?'nohe, but we DID have a full +ank
of goas. Dad Esure& f we drove s+rni5’n+ ﬂ\rous}\ »
we d get back at about 3:00 in the morhing.

Mom seemed FI'E'H)I sad the 'l"ri? was SE'l"l'ihs cut
short, but 4o be honest, T was kind of relieved.

Wheh we sa+ i "H’\E Vah, Pd& +urhe::1. up +}1e }\tiﬁ'
J_us*\‘ like the mechanic told him +o, and within
about H‘\Er'}f s:cohds it was a hun&ru} Jtsrces

ihsi&t ‘H’\E car.
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Mom o?ehed all the windows vp front, but it was
like a FURNACE where T was sitting, since +he
windows back there don+t open.

T 4old Mom T didnt think T could make it all
the way home without d?(ihs of heatstroke, but
she said T'd be fine as long as X s*l‘n?(ed ‘n?'r}ra-i'ed.
Then she 3°+ +wo cases of water out of the boat
nhd br‘oush-l' H\E.m nto +hr—; Van.
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We headed out onto the }\ig]'\wnf, and T went
'fhr‘ouah four bottles of water in the first hour.

T 4ried +o fall nsl:eP +o make the trip go faster,
but I So'i woken vp w\'\ch snmba&y S'hr'l’t&
*ﬁah}:Fhs 'H'\eir !‘\orh.

T}\E ?mPle in ‘H‘\E car next ‘o us were wn‘vfhs ‘l'l‘\eir
arms and 'l'ryihg o 3E+ our attention.

When T looked behind us, T was Sur?n‘seé to see
ﬂm-l' +]he -l'an on the boat was loose and -ﬂd??fhs

around in ﬂ'\t win&.

And e‘l.rel’}"ﬂ'\ihs INSIDE +the boat was n?lihg OUT.
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Cars were swewfhs lef+ nh& r'FS}ﬁ' +r‘>(ih3 to

a.‘mid our stuff ﬂ)’ihs +}1r‘au3h +}r~.e air. B)l now,
Dn& ’MJ seen w}m‘l‘ was Soihs on in ‘I'}me rearview
mirror, nhc{ ’.‘\E Puucd over o ‘I'\Hc si&t of ‘1".‘1& rand.

We S?Eh‘l' the next two hours wn!kins down the
’m’shwn}; +r?'ih3 4o recover all -::1'-" our s-l'u1c1r. But we
had +o give up when i+ So'f dark.
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Once we sc'l' back to the van, we sorted %rough
the +hr'h35 we had collected. T4 say T found
about two-thirds of the clothes T'd packed for
+he trip, but Mom said there were whole BAGS

‘H‘\ at were missi ng.

th& was REALLY gross was ﬂ‘\d'f a few of
the items we Picked up weren+ even OURS.

Rodrick found o Pnir of underwedr that was as
stiff as cardboard.

Once we got back in the car, Mom said we needed
to start -H'\ihkihg about eating. Rodrick wanted +o
open the ?acknga of cinnamon rolls that was still
in the 5rucer?( bas, but Mom said +he7 hadnt been
re-Fr‘iSernﬁd and he‘& SE'I' sick if he ate them.
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Mom used the GPS +o +r?: and find a ?luce +o
eat. But the ohl)f ?hces +hat were open at that
hour were fast-food restavrants, and Mom

wash + h“???’ about +}~.n+.

We ended up pulling over at a rest stop along
+he hiahwny +hat had a fried chicken P|uce. Since
we &idhj‘l' !nm.-'e d.hf :ns}\ or credit cnr&s, we !nnd
to scrounge around on the floor of the car for

loose chan ge.

We came vp with three dollars and fifteen cents,
w’nic’n ',E was ?re-i*-'i?f sure wn5h‘+ even ehous]h to
3:+ a &r‘urnsﬁck and a +\‘\i5’n.

Mom Sd.i& rnd.)tl}: '1":‘.:}« hd.cl a valve menu wi‘l’h less
Ex?EhSJ"'n‘E items, so we Sa'l' out G'F +’nt car nh&
walked +o ‘H‘\E restavrant.
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But when we 34:+ +o the entrance, -H-\e. doors

were locked. We could see workers inside, but

d??nr‘ehﬂf at that hour the nnly thing open
was the c!ri\re--l'hroug,h.

We 301’ ‘bdf.k in ‘H‘\E car d.hcl ‘I'rn'eci +o enter ‘1";\:
dr‘i‘lfe—'t"nroush lane, but wi‘l’l\ 'H'\: {‘mlﬁ', iT was
+o0 'I'.'S}ﬁ a squeeze. So we had o I"EPdul"k and 9o
through on FOOT.




We stood next to the menu and waited for
someone to come on the s?enker‘ and take our

order, but no one did.

Dad said there must be some kind of sensor that
could detect the weish'l‘ of a car, so we did our
best to trigger it.

E.veh-funﬂ?', sumtbndy inside noticed us and oPehe&
the &rﬁ.re-ﬂ-\rouah window.
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Mom asked what we could get with the mohey we
had, and the cashier said we could buy a small box
of chicken hugse-l‘s and a biscuit.

So we got that, ?Ius a handful of barbecve sauce
Pncke_'i‘s. 'ﬂ\eh we went back to the van and s?!H'
up 'ﬂ\e food five wa?(s.

We drove for a half hour or so, but b?e now it was
Prnt'H')l obvious we weren+t gohha make it all the
way home in one shot. So we were gonha have o

find a Flace +o ilea?.

We didnt have nnf mnht?( for a hotel, so Mom
+ried to find a mn?si'h: henrl:-)(.
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The closest one was ten miles in the opposite
dirac-ﬁoh, ‘r}‘\oush. Dad said we were Jurl‘ gonna
*\d"u’ﬂ to take the next exit, find a Plnce where we
could Park, and $|ee? in the car.

T was open to Jus'l‘ about ahyﬂﬁhs as lohg 45 we
could turn the heater off when we S“I'a??ecl.

But as soon as we took the exit, it was clear wed

mn&t a mis+nk e.

First of all, the road wasnt paved. There werent
nh‘y 9as stations or stores or even nh?e houses.

There were Juﬁ‘ +rees on ef-ﬂwer side of the road 3

and no streetl: 3}11'5.




We drove for a long time, but the road was
narrow and there wasnt a good place 4o pull over.
T +hink ever}(ahe was Sa'l"l‘ihg Fre'H‘?f s?cukecl,
and evah+unl1)f Mom told Dad we should Just get
back on the Hshwn};.

But Dad ke?‘l' snyihs he was POSITIVE +hat
at u.'n;’ moment we were gohha -ﬁhc{ d sooc{ ?ldce

o S‘I'n?.

The farther we went, +huu5¥\, the more nervous
Mom became, because now even the GPS didn+

khﬂw W}\ETE we were.

?

\We saw some sis‘ns vp nh:nd, d.hd we all Sﬂ‘l'
excited that mﬂ.)!!)t we were srl"l'ins back 4o

civilization. But we were wrong.
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Rish-f at the moment when zver?(ohe's nerves were
-h:-’mll?( shot, there was a reqily loud noise.

Dad swerved off +he road 3 and our car came o

a s‘roF in +]ht mud.

H}t ears were ringing, and T looked around +o 'h'?z
duhq:l ﬁsur& out wh:ﬁ hnc{ l.'\d??thed.
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T ex?edt& to see broken Slass ever?!where; but

-H\e wih&aws were intact, uhd H-mre wds Some kihd

of weird 9oo all over them.

Rodrick had the Saoey stuff on the back of his
head, and he was TOTALLY freaking out.

T still didnt know what was going on, but then

T looked in the grocery bag, which had shreds of

+he cinnamon roll Pdcknsc inside.

The tube had EXPLODED because the bus was
5;++ih5 righ‘f on +°F of one of the heater vents.
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But RODRICK didn+t know that >(:+. He had
uncooked cinnamon rolls all over the back of his
head, and he thought the dough was his BRAINS.

What u?sﬁ Rodrick even MORE was when he saw
T“mhh?i |ick-’n3 the stuff off his ﬁhsers.
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Once Rodrick ﬁgur\t& out what had ha?\aehe&
and calmed down, we cleaned vp the inside of the

minivan with some paper +owels.

'ﬂ\eh Dnd +ur‘he& -ﬂ-\e car nrouhd ahd dr‘ova back
to the hig}\wa?'. A+ +he next exit there was a
SUPer‘mnr‘kE‘l‘ with an am?17 Pdr‘kihs lot, so Dad
Pulle& in for +he hi3h+.

We °h|}’ had four redihihs seats in the van and
five ?eo?lm so Mom volunteered Dad +o siea? in
the boat.

T know Dad was |ookih3 forward +o using his boat
onh this +ri?, but T'm guessing this was NOT what
he had in mind.




Mmﬂgf

T+ +ook me a |c-ns time o fall ns|tr.? las+ rdsth,
and I was wokch vp at about 6:00 in +}nc mrhihs
w]hch 'I'hc srm'.tr?( store thlnfees S‘l‘dr"l'td drrﬁ.rr'hs

'FOF wa'r'k .

» -f.

Zzeel QATTLE
RATTLE RATTLE!

B?( then the sun was up and it was nlrend)f hot
in the car, plus we were all S'I‘ick)f and miserable

from slee?ihs in our clothes.

We wn!ked over +o ‘I'\‘\l: sroctry store to see if
+h=fd let us use H‘.e bnﬂ‘\raam +to wns}-. vp, but
‘H‘\: manager snid ‘!'}1*.'. store wnulc{‘hsi' be open o

customers for nhoﬂ‘\tr two ’hours.
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When we were wnikihs back +o the car, Mom said
we could use Muhh?f‘s baby' wipes to get cleaned vp-
But then she realized she had nccideh‘l'nl'l? locked
the keys inside the minivan.

There was HOPE, '1"{1%3}\. The sunroof was sHill
open, so Dad tried 4o FISH +he ii‘.:)ls out of the
cup holder.
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After a lot of +r>lih3, he still couldnt get +he
ri5h+ angle. T+ looked like we were out of
o?-’riohs at that Poi’n‘h but +hen Mom 5u33e.5+¢d
md.)t{:r. MANNY could get +he keys out.

So Dad lowered Mdhh}( +}\rnu3¥a the sunroof b?!
his leash.

Once Manny was in the van, he took his sweet time.
First i\e went into the backseat and ate '1'}\& two
barbecue sauce Fm:ke-fs we had left. Then he dus
+hrou3}1 vy duffel bns and found a Par.k of Oreos
I'r.l been sn'l-*ihs Juﬁ in case.
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Mnhhy 'Fihd”?( made his way to the front of the
car and 3°+ +he keys, but instead of o?eh-’hs the
door 4o let us in, he started the engine.

Then he fiddled with +he knob on the stereo until
he found a radio station he liked.

1) THE ITSY-BITSY J
SPIDER CLIMBED UP
i THE WATERSPOUT J

.....

Mom and Dad were ?ouhdihs on the windows,

+r?(ih3 to get thh?' to open the door. But
+hen Md.hh?l ?U'i‘ the car in DRIVE.

'J: +Hhk until "I'hth ever?!nhe ’nn& -Farsaﬁeh ﬂ‘\cﬂ'
T"'.a.hh)( hn& been ‘I'r?!ihs to run d.w-:.y iy because we
never would ve made the mistake of |:++Ih5 him in
+he van b}l himself if we had remembered.
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Luckiiyj Mnhh}( wasnt all Ehoug"\ to reach the
gas Pe&nl, because if he could, he wouldve been

|a'n3 gohe.

T +hink Mmhh)o‘ knew his escape plan was foiled,
at least for now. Mom ﬁha"y convinced him +o
unlock +he doors and let us in.

Once we sc‘l‘ Soihs nsuih, I S‘i'nr-l‘e& sneihs some
familiar 5-‘5’(11'5 out ﬂ\e wih&ow 5 because we were

bnsica"y retracing our Pdd'h back home.

We were r.c-r-:ihs up oh 'H'\E town W}\EI’E we S?th‘f 'ﬂ‘\:
first hfsh'l' of ‘1":‘;?. +rf?, nh& w}mth we ?nsscd b?r ‘I'}w
motel wed stayed in, T saw the CRAZIEST thing.
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There was a Pur?le van in the ?arkihs lot.

)

T 4old Dad, and he Puliad over. We took a closer

look at the van ? and sure ehouah , it was the one
that be|oh3ed +o the Beardos.

That meant -H-\e?( were S+d.?ihs at THIS motel,
and were ?rubnbly using Mor and Dad's credit
cards to PAY for i+.

We Pd.rked our car at the side of the f:-uﬁdihs.
Dad said he was gonha call +he cops, so he got
out to use the P]‘mht at the front desk.
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But ‘H‘tir'i'?l seconds later Dad came ruhhihgl back
to the car.

H!: Sm'& 1'11.'. Saw 'I'hl: Btnrdos leavin ‘?’n:ir room o
9

g0 dowh +o the ?ooh and it looked like their door

was lef+ open.

Mom said we should stick with the ?1nn and call +the
Folicc, but Dad said that before we did, we should
do a little investigation of our OWN.

So we ALL got out and followed Dad +o the
Beardos’ room. Just like he said, the door was

OPEH a crm'.k.

Dad hudge& it open a little WIDER, and we
Peeke& inside to see if dh}('ﬂ‘.ih‘g of ours was
sitting in ?Im'h view,
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But we couldnt see dh}l of our stuff from where

we were s‘mhdihs.

Mom seemed Pre-l-ly uneasy about what we were
Joihs, but then Dad ?us\‘qe& +he door ALL +he

wnf open, and there was ho +urh£h3 back.
_SE
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We couldnt find ﬂhfl‘l‘\ihg of ours, so if the
Beardos DID have a.h)( of our stuff, 'ﬂhe)x ?rababi)'
carried it with them 4o the pool.

But as Iohs as we had the run of their room , we
decided o take full d&\‘dhhﬂt of it. T ﬂsur&&
it was OK since we were the ones ?uyins for it.

T think Mom felt+ we were setting a bad tmh?le for
'P"'-nhhy , so she took him out o the car.

But the rest of us werent finished. Me and
Rodr‘ftk +ank furns us-'hs ‘H\E bni‘hrmrn w’niic Dnd
s*l'ood wn*l'r.h at 'I'\‘\l: er.

'ﬂxen ’m: went in and +oH us to be lookouts for HIM.
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We had ?ushe& our luck, 'I'}wus,h. The SECOND
Dnc{ shu‘l' *’{\e door +o 'ﬂqe baﬁ'hrwm ; I Sdw -I'}w.

Bear‘&as camihs our wu.?.

Now, T love my dad and all, but T'm o0 YOUNG
to die. So T bolted, and Rodrick was right
behihd me.

T wasnt there to SEE i+, but T'm guessing it

was ?re-r-ry awkward when Mr. Beardo o?ehe:& his

bathroom door.

=5
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Me and Rodrick got in the van and locked the
doors. T was ?”*'H)' convinced Dad wasn+t gonha
make it out of the room alive and we were JuS'!‘

gonha have +o go oh without Hm.

But Mom ?uHe.ci the car around to the front of
the motel, and when she did, Dad burst out of
ﬂ’\e Bear‘&asl room.

Somehow Dad had gotten the idea +o 3rnb +heir
car kEy‘S on his wn?e out.
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Before he 39+ in our car he chucked the L'.eys into

some bushts, whid\ baug}ﬁ us some time.

'I-. ‘I'an we mustve so‘H'eh +wo miles Jown +]hr.
road before Dad even bothered +o ?uﬂ his pants
back up.

We }\islw-ﬁveé each other because we had tsm?ed
with our lives. But in our rush o get dway, we
forﬁﬁ +o 4urn on the HEATER.

And a few seconds later the RADIATOR
mhkt& out.
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Mom }md to cut across two lanes of traffic +o se-i-
the van into the breakdown lane. But in the s?a‘l'
where we Pu'lle& over, there was a broken bottle,

and we rolled rF3h+ over it.

We got out of the car so we could chnnﬂe +he
tire. Dad oPehe& the back hatch to find his Jntk,
but uh-l"-or‘+unn+e|?’ ']: }\n& +aken it out before we

lef+ for the trip to make room for my PILLOW.

'ﬂHe uh!y ‘rhfhs we mul& &n at ‘l'l‘m-l‘ Foih'l' was wait
for }‘-El? ‘o come.
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E.ueh-rua!l?', d car ?uﬂed over behind us, but when
it got closer T knew we were in {3-’3 trouble.

T4 was a Pur?lt van.

f( K.

ROLL -~

% ﬁﬂured the Beardos migﬁ-ﬁ -h'?x to ram us with
their car, so 1 braced for im?dct But the van
slowed down, and when the doors o?ehed, it

wash + +he Beardos at+ ALL.

I*I' was P“HY obvious ﬂwcrl' w}mtver +]ht5t S“)’s
were, +hef were here o HELP.

210



But -Hwey didn s?eak E.hglisl-\, SO we were l.'m"fihs
trouble commu‘rﬁca-}ihs with them. Mom and Dad
tried to act out what was wrong with the car, and
IJM sure the two 5:.-)15 +]hou3h-l‘ m?' ?arehﬂ had
com?h;'!'eb( lost their minds.

? ? c\BBPT/ m
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Then Manny surprised EVERYONE by speaking
in perfect Spanish.

SALUDOS, AMIGOS.
GRACIAS POR PARAR
A AYUDARNOS.
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The conversation between Mdhh?( and the two
307!5 lasted a |o‘n3 +ime, so L 'ﬁgur‘EJ Mﬁhh?‘
was explaining ever}'ﬂ\ihs that had hn?Pehed oh
our 'l'r'f?.

He mustve done a sood Jub mnkiha +he 3"'}’5 feel
surr?; for us, because +he next +hih3 ?'ou knew,
‘H‘\:Y were ofrfl:n'hs us a RIDE. And T'm }\d??f +o
say their air-conditioning worked GREAT.

N TU CORAZON CANTA *
J PARA MI,MI AMOR {3

'I. 'I'}\Jhk we nssumtd ﬂ'\tSe 3“}’5 were i‘nkihs us to

d rn:c}mhic or snmrl'}xihs, but we were wrohg.
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We shouldve realized that if MANNY was the one

claiha all +he +n|kih3, wed end up going where HE
wanted +o go-

ILALKL I LAINYLD

PETTING Z0OO

5&&9.}{

Like T said before, Mom was rish'f about pigs
be.‘hs smar+. She had i+ house-trained within a
week, and the pig even knows a few tricks ulrea&?f.

T"iy ahly real camPldirﬂ' is that now T never get a
chance to watch my shows on TV, becauvse the P9
has F&sured out how to use the remote.

213



But Tim gohha let that 990, because T dont want
to se-l“ bit a second time.

T+'s taken a while for evﬁr’)fﬂ‘\iha to se'l‘ back +o
normal after the trip. Dad had to take a few
more cln?!s off work 4o cancel all his credit cards

d.hcl 3e+ hew ohes,

And tomorrow Mom and Dad are suP?osc& to go
out and get hew drivers licenses and ?hohzs.
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Our minivan's been at the mechanic since it was
towed. We gave the BOAT +o the drivers who
heh‘md us out as a wn?F of Snyfhs thanks, which
was m:‘l'ua")f Momss suggestion.

VROOA,

ol s -

Moms been sa?'ihs that even 'I‘]'\uugh our +’r‘i?
didn+ g0 +he way we Phhhed, it was still an
adventure. She’s been wor‘kihs on an article to
send in to "F‘nmily Frolic" that T sen‘ousi?r }m?e
does NOT get ?UHJS}\E&.

MDH'S dISD bEEh Ndk!'hs a SCr#.FbDDkJ ﬂuhd 5}‘;& dSkE&

E‘I’Ef}’ﬂht +o contribute a souvenir to ?u+ Ihsidt.
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T was going +hrou3h the clothes T wore on the
-’rri?, and when T Pa’-:.ke.& up m?l shorts, Sorne.'ﬂ‘\ihs
small fell out onto +he floor.

T+ was the KEY from Soak Central.

ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?

T couldnt believe T had +he ke}; all along. T+
turns out I was wrong about -I'he locker number.
But T should get SOME credit for bcihﬂ CLOSE.

Now H‘m'l' I hd'ufc *I'}mt kc?f, I have a +ou3'|~\
decision o make. I:'\‘ feels like a page from one of

+hose Choose Your Own Adventure books.
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T -ﬁﬁure T have three basic choices: One, T
can tell Mom and Dad +the truth and deal with
+he consequences. Two, T can ?hh'l' +he kt}' in

RODRICK'S Jir‘*l?f tnuh&r?! and let HIM +ake

+he blame. Or +hree, T can flush +he k:y down the
+oile+ nnn]l -For‘srl' +]:\is whnic ‘I'Hhs ever thPeht&.

2

S | =1

There's a fourth option +hat involves +he P9
but T havent worked out the details of THAT
ohe 7!e-l'.

But IEkc '_E Sdu'& be{ort, whehwcr I }nn'u'e a
difficult choice +o make, T n1wdys seem o ?ick

+’ne wrong ohe. Ahd whichtvu’ wa?( I g0 i\.cr:, its
hard o see 'l'Hs 5'|'nr7 ’nn‘fihs a th??z ehd?h&.
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A family road trip is supposed to
be » Iot of fun unless, of
course, you' re the HeffHoys. The
journey starts off full of promise,
then quickly takes several wrong

turns, Gas station bathrooms

crarad seagulls, o fender bender,

and_a runaway. plg
Greg Heffley's id

tima, But even the wors
soon forget

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES-
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,

and # 1 New York Times bestsellers:

“In the publizhing world,
Kinney is a rock star.”

—NPR's “Backseat Book Club®

Diary of @ Wimpy Kidis “One of the most successful
ba?':'.an?" world domination. children’s series ever published.”

—Tirﬂﬂ m!&ﬂ ne —“hv!h;ﬂgt'ﬂﬂ pﬁ!t

"A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.”

—Schoal Library Jnur_nuf




