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INTRODUCTION

History can be horrible. Horribly foul facts and fouler
figures, dusty dates and dustier dead people, lousy laws and
lousier wars.

Now’s the time for a revolution — not the French
Revolurion, the American Revolution, or even the rotten
Russian Revolution but . .. the Classroom Revolution!

Of course, a revolution needs weapons. So here is a
classified secret. A secret so terrible that it is only
whispered in staffrooms around the world. It is the answer
to every pupil’s question . . .

i, R WA Ry
i | X I\..\\

TEACHER
AFRAID '.:"'

e e - i -

W ="

What is the weapon that every teacher fears more than
anything in the world?

No! It’s not the smell of Billy Brown’s socks!

No! it’s not the taste of school-dinner skunk-burgers!

Na! It’s not the head teacher finding the brandy in the
book cupboard!



Itis. .. a question!

Itis. .. the question ‘Why?’

Try 1t for yourself . . . but only use the ‘Why Weapon’
against a nasty teacher who deserves it. And keep on using
it till they break down and admit they do not know the
answer!

Here 15 an example . .

THE SPANISH ‘*“:“Wﬁii\“‘ ER...BECAUSE THEY o
ATTACKED WANTED THE AZTEC M
EASURES

THE AZTECS...
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[ER.. ER...BECAUSE THEY|E
WERE. GREEDY, 1 SUppose| B
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See? Not only do you get revenge on your horrible history
teacher ... vou .also start to explore the really, really
interesting thing about history. The question, ‘Why did
people behave the way they did?’

If you can answer that then vou can begin to understand
the question, ‘“Why do people behave the way they do now?’
And, in the end you answer the only question that matters
n life: ‘Why do 1 behave the way I do?’




2 NOW WHY AM V77
( | DE%NG THIS? 5/

Hopefully this Horrible History book will help you to
understand a little bit about history . . . but an awful lot
about PEOPLE!




TERRIBLE TIMELINE

The good news is that the world won’t end tomorrow,

The bad news is that it is going to end on 22 December
2012. (So 1 hope you're a fast reader, otherwise you’ll be
seriously dead before you finish reading this book and you’ll
have wasted your money.)

In case you are interested in how you are going to die |
can tell you that there will be disastrous earthquakes. If the
cracks in the earth don’t swallow you up then the terrible
shaking that your brain cells get will give you a fatal
headache. (It might be a good idea to stock up on aspirin now!)

How do we know this cheerful bit of information?
Because an ancient people called the Maya worked it out.
They could read the stars like you can read the Sun
(newspaper that is). And the stars say that's when the world
will end.

These Mayan people were just one bunch of some
remarkable old South American nations who were a bit like
- hedgehogs on 2 motorway — they didn’t have wheels (they
never got around to it) and were flattened by people who
did.

The other interesting Central American Indians are
called Aztecs and they lived in an area we call Mexico today.
They moved in as next-door neighbours to the Maya (in
Yucatan) and naturally learned quite a lot from them.

The Aztecs were the neighbours from Hell. Within a few
hundred years they had made themselves the top tribe in
Mexico. Nobody argued with an Aztec. Arguing with
Aztecs made them angry. And an angry Aztec was awful and
far from ’armless. In fact you'd be the arm-less one as they
bit into your biceps.
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Time was very important to the Maya — their gods
controlled time, which in turn controlled the lives of
humans. Here’s how time ran out for the Indian nations. . .
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THE MYSTERIOUS MAYA

Nations come and nations go. They can be a bit like
balloons . . . they get bigger and bigger and bigger until
suddenly . . . pop! They disappear quite suddenly.

The first great group of people in Central America were
probably the Olmecs' — they started a lot of the ideas that
the copy-cat Maya and Aztecs would take up later . . . courts
for the fast and furious ‘ball game’, statues of gods and
kings, pyramid temples . . . oh, and the nasty little habit of
killing and eating people. {Well, nobody’s perfect.) Then
the Olmecs disappeared. Pop! (It would be nice to think
they ate each other all up . . . but they probably didn’t.)

(T READS SUST POPPED OUT TO FIND
4, SOMEONE 70 EAT, BE BACK SOON

, 3 !
% Ch s

The Maya in Southern Mexico picked up where the
Olmecs left off and built even bigger pyramids to sacrifice
even more people. For over a thousand vears they were the
cleverest, most powerful people in the area. Then, in AD
900, their great cities with huge pyramids were abandoned.
They were swallowed up for a hundred or more years by
steamy jungle. Pop! At least, the cities went ‘Pop!’. The
Mayan people lived on as village farmers.

1. A few archaeologists are quite sure that the Maya came before the Olmecs.
Some day they may prove it. Bur, even if the Maya did come first, it doesn’t
alter our story too much.

16



Further north in Mexico some of the strange Olmec and
Mayan ways were being copied by the people of
Teotithuacan (who went ‘Pop!’) then by the Toltecs (who
went ‘Pop!’),

= O THERE GOES ANOTHER'Y
RUNCH OF MEXICANS

At last the Aztecs moved into the area, picked up a lot of
Toltec ideas and habits and formed the last great people of
Ancient Mexico. So, you see, if you want to understand the
Azrecs you need to know a little about the Maya.

(And, by the way, the Azrecs didn’t go mysteriously
‘Pop!’. They were ‘discovered” by people from Furope
who came along and conquered them. But more of that
later . ..)

The mystery of the Maya - 1
There are two mysteries. Where did the Maya come from?
And where did the Maya go?

Where did they come from? They came from Asia, across
to Alaska (when 1t was joined by a frozen sea) and down
through what is now North America.'

Like their cave-cousins in Asia they made fhnt weapons
and hunted animals. Then they began to settle down and
grow food and build villages abourt 3,500 years ago,

They would pray to their gods that the rains would come
and the crops would grow. After a few hundred years they

L. This happened 50,000 years agoor just 12,000 years ago depending on which
archaeologists you believe! For you and me it docsn’t matter,

17



found some people were better at praying than others. They
made these people priests — which was nice for them
because they didn’t have to do all that hard work in the
fields. While farmers farmed, the priests prayed and
worked out a fantastic calendar so everyonc would know
when to sow their seeds and when to expect the rain.

This was a great success. If the rains came then the
priests said, ‘We told you we were good!” If the rains didn’t
come the priests said, *You people must have been bad — the
gods are annoyed — don’t blame us!’ Anyway, the priests
became very popular and the farmers would take ime off to
build the priests bigger and better temples. They decided
they’d be nearer heaven if they built them on high
platforms. :

In time (around 1,700 vears ago) these platform temples
became huge pyramids — then they built new pyramids
round the old pyramids till they were as close to heaven as
a pigeon on a pogo stick. The pyramids are deserted now
but they are still there if you want to go and see them,
trample over them and vandalize them the way tourists have
for the past hundred years.

WOULDNT THIS
LOOK NEAT IN
OUR LIVING ROOM

" L
- g: 'Q;",,‘

-' ..1' -
T L1 |



Hunters to farmers to priests. Simple, yes?

No.

Because some clever people came along, looked at the
pyramids, looked at the native farmers and said, ‘These
simple farmers could never have built those pyramids!’

*So who did?’ they asked themselves. (Clever people
spend a lor of time talking to themselves.)

“The Egyptians built pyramids!” they answered
themselves. ‘“The Egyptians must have sailed across the
Atlantic Ocean 2,000 years before Columbus and settled in
Mexico!’

Sensible historians said, “This is all nonsense. Forger ir.
The Egyptians did not cross to South America.’

But on 1 September 1996 a sensational story appeared in
the newspapers . . .

b

‘were the

SRS |/

fL g - \t\_“‘\!

DRUG PUSH

Traces of cocaine and
tobacco have oeen found in
Egyptian mummies. The
discovery is a mystery that The experiments suggest

. is baffling scientists: how that the Egyptians had .
did the pharachs know trading links with America
* about the drugs 3,000 years long before Columbus
. before they were discovered crossed the Atlantic. This is

t in the Americas? the first evidence that they .-
W

=
b N o R AR ;
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.smoked tobacco or chewed
coca leaves — the source
- of cocaine.

+  German scientist Svetla
Balabanova did not believe
.- the results when she tested
| the mummies from British
¢ and German museums. ‘The
results were a shock. I was
sure it was a mistake,” she
said. But she was convinced
after repeating the tests.

= The Keeper of Egyptology
» at  Manchester Museum

-
)
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)
said, ‘We have always said -
there is no evidence of links :
between Egypt and the :
Americas — but there is
never any evidence until it
appears.’ *
The discovery of silk in °
the hair of 3,000-year-old
mummies supports the
claim that the pharaohs
had trade links around the °
world. Cocaine has only
been found in the coca plant

in South America, )
1

1y 2y
o R N e

So there you are! A real mystery. There is just a chance that

the Maya were Egyptians after ali!
But before you get too excited look at the differences:

® Egyptian pyramids are carefully engineered and built
from solid stone so they cover a tomb inside. They were
graves, and took an incredible amount of brain-power to

build.

® Mayan pyramids are piles of sand and rubble, covered
with a stone face and an altar on the top. They were
temple-platfnrms, and you didn’t need to be a genius to

build them.

Other writers have said the Mayan people were . . .

® Irish — the Irish are famous for their love of potatocs
which originally grew in South America! Maybe they
were early potato hunters who found their beloved

vegetables and stayed there?

20



e Vikings — who, most historians agree, probably sailed to
the north of America long before Columbus,

@ Survivors from Noah’s Ark — because Noah’s Ark was
built in America, some people say.

YALL GO CHECK
9!( THEM THAR
ARMITS Y'HEAR .

® Survimrs fre}m the Greek defeat of Troy — who floated
over the Atlantic on the wooden horse, perhaps?

Al CAN LEAD
E f’l HDﬁSf. TO WATER

oy

BUT YOU CANNOT
MAKE IT SINK

e Alexander the Great’s Greek sailors — who turned rlght at
the Mediterranean instead of left and became a little lost?
@ Chinese —~ who turned left at Japan instead of right and
crossed the Pacific by mistake?
There is, of course, one other explanation you might like to
consider. In the 1960s a Swiss writer came up with a new
theory. The beings who planned the Mavyan pyramids
weren't human. They were aliens from outer space! The
pyramid platforms would make landing pads for their tlying
saucers! This may sound wacky and fantastic to you. But
remember . . . he sold an awful lot of books!

Horrible habits
Whether the Maya came from the Mediterranecan or Mars,
the important question is, ‘Would they be the sort of people
you'd take home to meet your mum for tea?”’

Here are some of their curious little habits .

21



Miserable Mayan children

Children in Mayan cities had a hard time. Maybe you'd
prefer to be 2 Mayan rather than a modern?

I In a Mayan city there were two wells. (Well, well!) One
was for drinking and the other was for speaking to the gods.
At dawn a girl would be thrown into the water almost 20
metres below. At noon she was brought out and asked,
*What did the gods say to you?” Whatever she replied the
Maya would believe. (Of course there was a good chance
that she'd have drowned. In that case she would not be
saying very much. Oh, well.)

2 When a Mayan baby was born the child and its mother
had to be ignored for three days. This was so evil spirits
didn’t notice there was a new body around to attack. The
mother would tie cords around the baby’s wrists and ankles
to stop its soul escaping. Tied up and ignored — even a
teacher shouldn’t be treated like that . . . well, not tied up,
anyway.

3 The Maya had broad heads. Broad heads were common

22



and the Mayan lords didn’t want their children to look
common. They wanted to give their children narrow heads.
How do you narrow a child’s head? Strap boards to cither
side as soon as the baby is born and keep them bound hke
that for at least two days. The poor babies would have ro le
strapped in their cradles — board out of their minds.

4 Other heads were bound so that they were egg-shaped
with the point at the back. Archaeologists have found these
strange skulls and wonder how the owners could think
straight. But they seemed to manage and the priests were
clearly very clever people — real egg-heads in fact.

5 Cross-eyed kids are cute. Who says? The Maya. How do
you make someone cross-eyed? Fasten 2 ball of wax to one
of their head-boards (or to the hair on their forehead) and
let it dangle in front of their noses. (If my parents did that
to me then I'd be cross-cyed and how cross I'd be.)

6 The children were sent out to collect the nests of mud
wasps. The nests were full of the maggots that would grow
to become wasps. The mud nests were heated up until the

23



sweating maggots wriggled out. As soon as they did, the
Maya would pop them into their mouths as a nice warm
snack. (Try it some time. They’ll give you more of a buzz
than a packet of crisps.)

7 Boys would be taught to fish as soon as they were old
enough. But the Maya cheated. They blocked off a stream
with a dam then threw drugs into the water to knock out the
fish. When the doped fish floated to the surface the Maya
picked them out,

8 If a Mayan child died then its mother would cut the end
off one of her own fingers and have it buried with the child!
Pity the poor woman wha lost ten children — still, she'd save
on nail files.

9 Children were taught the importance of giving blood to
the gods. If they couldn’t sacrifice an enemy warrior then
they could at least give some of their own blood. Blood was
let out with the spines from a stingray’s tail. In an important
festival 2 Maya would give blood from the ears, the elbows
and (if you were a boy) from your naughty bits! Qooof!
Girls could instead pull a rope of thorns through a hole in
their tongues. Owwww!

10 When a child was still very young it had its ears, its nose
and 1ts lips pierced so ornaments could be hung from them
when it grew older. The wind must have whistled through
all those holes like a bagpipe!

THAT SOUNDS LIKE
SOMEQNES TRYING
TO PIERCE THE EARS
OF A MAYAN CAT/

THANKYQU




id you know . . . ?

It was a ternble crime for a Mayan man to run off with
someone else’s wife. If he was caught then the angry
husband was allowed to kill the wife-stealer. He had to do
this by dropping a rock on the victim’s head!

Mayan lyin’
In the Ancient Mayan city of Chichen Itza there is a stone
track over half a mile long. The track ends in a huge pit, 20
metres deep and filled with water.

A temple stands on the edge of the pit and owls are
carved on the side of the temple. It is known as the Temple
of the Owls (even your teacher could guess why).

IRANA A
LA \?w_;a\.\‘hi\\'b\\t\\‘ : ik \\“\b\\‘x\\x\‘\\‘\\\‘\n N s

There was an ancient story that said voung girls were
thrown to their deaths in the underground lake as sacrifices
to the planet Venus. Nasty!

But when scientists dragged up dozens of human
skeletons and examined them they found more than half
were the bones of old people. (But don’t get any 1deas about
throwing granny in the local swimming pool.)

So the story of sacrificing young girls was exaggerated.
You can’t believe everything you read . . . unless you read it
in a Horrible Histories book, of course,

Did you know . . . ?
The story of the sacrifices at the Temple of the Owls was
told on a wall painting at the temple. But tourists had a

25



stupid sport of throwing bottles at the ancient painting. It is
practically destrayed now. It’s just a shame no one thought
of throwing the tourists into the pit before they ruined the
priceless painting for the rest of us!

April, Maya, June

The Maya created an incredible calendar that most of the
nations of Central America copied for over a thousand
vears. They also had a form of picture writing (which other
nations scemed to forget) and a system of numbers:
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wE @ B m 15 e ‘m:
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: 2 2@ ? 48 8 9 16 CRERETTES '\'.“1
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see ,
4 ® | === 1B ==
5 lZ, e 19 aEa @ ®

fr i lim i R BRI IR
R AT k\

L RN &

6 b 3SR 20 G
* : z
i . poh h
ot st e L T - Nf_\ e, i e

Amaze your friends by learning this system. It’s easy really.
The dot is one and the dash is five. So four dots is four,
three dashes are fifteen. A dot and two dashes is eleven and
so on. The sign for ‘0’ is a shell.
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Now you are a Mayan mathematician, can you spot
which of the following sums is wrong?
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0= (X [[ 2snBI2q 95IN00
Jo ‘Buosmsiyomm [ =0X|1'9=01- 91§l =6+
6 “1g38u1 2 nof Uyl no ey paysom nok Ji os ‘Suoim st
wns paigy 3y I, jamsue ucim Y3 jods nok pi(y -seasup

Years later the Aztecs were still using the bars and dot
numbers to count how much people owed them! Why not
use the system to claim a rise in pocket money? After all, it
usually worked for the Aztecs (with a little help from a
sacrificial altar, of coursel!).

Did you know . . | ?

The climate of the Mayan land is very damp and warm.
Even in the dry season the air is heavy with moisture. This
can be wonderful for plants to grow in but very tiring for
visitors from Europe. And it can also cause other problems.
An archaeologist working on a Mayan city site had
continual problems with his ear. At last he reached a doctor
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. and the doctor pulled out several tiny mushrooms that
had taken root deep inside his ear!

The mystery of the Maya — 2
What happened to these powerful people? In the AaD 900s
they were there in their fine cities with incredible pyramids.
A hundred years later there were still peasant farmers in the
Mavan lands . . . but the cities were deserted.

Which of the following reasons have been given for the
Mayan cities being abandoned?
1 The Mayan rulers had a slower heartbeat than modern
humans. They became so lazy and content, and their hearts
beat so slowly, the great lords simply faded away and died.
With no leaders the people of the cities couldn’t work
together. The working farmers always worked harder and
were fitter, so the peasants kept going.

| LOVE HAR K..|
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2 The Maya’ dldn t know about fertilizer. Their ﬁelds
became too poor to grow the food the cities needed. The
lack of food caused the city people to move away and find
new land ro farm.

3 There was a terrible earthquake. The people thought this
was a punishment from the gods and fled from the danger
of falling buildings. They never returned.
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4 There was an invasion from northern Mexican tribes. The
invaders robbed the rich and executed them or turned them
into slaves.

5 The peasant farmers became fed up with the priests. The
priests did no work but took large amounts of food as taxes.
The farmers attacked the cities, wiped out the ruling classes
and then returned to their fields.

6 There was a terrible plague. In Europe the Black Death
left cities empty as people fled to find safety in the cleaner
air of the countryside. Perhaps the Maya did the same but
never returned.
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The Mayan gift
Whatever happened to the Ancient Maya it was probably
what they deserved. Because they brought to Centrai
America the horrible historical practice of human sacrifice.
In order to keep the gods happy they would kill their
prisoners of war. The peasant prisoners would be turned
into slaves, but the lives of enemy leaders would make
wonderful prezzies to the gods. (Imagine our dear Royal
Family being the victims of an enemy sacrifice! You would
miss them . . . wouldn’t you?)

The sacrifice could be made anywhere but usually at a
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temple pyramid and usually at a platform on the top of the
pyramid.

The victims would be kept in cages while they waited to
be sacrificed — some wall paintings in Mayan cities show
these prisoners being tortured by having their fingernails
torn out!

After ripping open the victim's chest and tearing the
heart out, the victim was thrown down the side of the
pyramid where priests were waiting to take the skin off and
wear it to dance in.

Then bits of the vicim were eaten. This was so that some
of the spirit of the dead person could enter into the killers,

Imagine if this is true! Next time you eat a beefburger
you could well become a real buli-y! If your mother feeds
you pork chops then she can’t complain if your room is like
a pigsty. Chicken nuggets will turn you into a real bird
brain, while fish and chips could help you win the next
school swimming gala! Of course it sounds nonsense — ‘Baa!
Humbug!’ as Mr Scrooge said when he finished his roast
lamb with mint.

So, you see, the braver and more noble the victim, the
braver and more noble the sacrificers became!

This Mayan religion was copied throughout Mexico and
hundreds of thousands of people died. As late as 1696 the
last free Mayan tribe disposed of some visiting missionaries
by making them a ritual sacrifice.

Sort of, friar today, fried tomorrow.

Suffering slaves

Of course being a peasant prisoner wasn’t much fun either.
If you worked for an important person then therc was a
chance you'd be killed and buried so you could still serve
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vour lord in the afterlife.

Long after the Mayan cities were abandoned, the idea of
sending servants to the afterlife was still being copied.

Take the terrible Tarascans, for example. The Aztecs
didn’t conquer everyone in Central America. They didn’t
beat the tough Tarascan people for a start. The Tarascans
were well organized and built strong fortresses that kept out
the Aztec attackers.

They were also just as ruthless as the Aztecs. When their
king died he was sent to the next life with all the people he'd
need to run his palace there. The Tarascans executed and
buried the following servants with the king . . .

ARE SURE YOU'VE GOT
THE RICHT JUG 7

o the palace .
cook — she
got the chop
e the king's wine- .
bearer - she necdcd - g
bottle for that job A ) £
e the keeper of the king’s urinal — e
who must have wet herself when R
the king died e
® the keeper of the king's gcld-and— TN
turguoise lip-ornaments — who had a gilt -
complex WA "
® 40 men-servants . . . including the doctor who
failed to cure the king’s last illness (the other 39 "ML
probably thought murdering the doctor was fair
enough). ORI AN
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Dreadful dentists

Next time you have to go to the dentist you should be
happy. It could be worse. You could have had a Mayan
toothache. If you did then here’s the cure .

@DR B @ .RDKEN &B{JDTH

Y (QRUMBLE THE SOOT THAT CLINGS TO CODKING -

:,. STONES AND WRAP [T (N COTTON WooL. (FALACE
Yo |T ON THE TOOTH AND THE PAIN WILL STOP. ~ (2)R
. TAKE THETOQTH OF A CROCODILE AND USE ITTO 3
S GRATE THE SKIN OF A FISH. ("[)RAP THE GRATED -
Y FISH SKIN_IN COTTON WOOL AND PLACE ON THE
TOOTH. (EOHE PAIN WILL STOP.
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(I OHERE 1S AN IGUANA LIZARD THAT 1S YELLOW
BENEATH THE THROAT. EOIE (T UP AND BURN IT
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@u& THE ASHES ON THE TOOTH, TAKE YOUR

L “CPINCERS AND_YOU CAN PULL QUT YOUR TQOTH -
« WITHOUT PAIN. DRY THIS FIRST ON A DOGS

- JOOTH BEFORE wnu PULL YOUR OUN TOOTH
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The superstitious Maya believed that even dreaming about
a broken tooth was a terrible curse — someone in the family
would be sure to die.

They also believed that starting any job on a Tuesday or
a Friday was unlucky . . . but the best time to plant seeds,
get marricd or gamble was a Monday or a Sarurday.

And the doctors weren’t much better. Thev said that
anyone who sneezes till their joints hurt will die within a
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day . . . unless you take a handful of orange leaves, boil
them, rub the liquid into the feet and then all over the body!
(Next time you sneeze you could try soaking your feet in
orange squash. But don’t pour it away and waste it. Take it
to school the next day and give it to your worst enemy!)

Mayan medicine
Would you like to try any of the following tasty treats . . .
even if you were dying?

? SWALLOKING
RED WORMS

4. EATING 1°R
BATS WINGS L&
6. DRINKING TOAD & |
msgm.utuﬂu'i'ﬁ HED &

Ly

7. SWALLOWING
A WOODPECKER'S BEAK

Sty @ 4
8.EATING DRIED K L%
7> TAPIR DROPPINGS E%TIE#RES ¥
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‘If all else fails,” one Mayan medical book says, ‘have the sick
person remove one sandal, urinate in it and drink it.’

The Maya did all of these things. So swallow your cod
liver oil and stop complaining,.

Did you know . . . ?
The Maya lived in an area to the south-east of Mexico that
we call Yucatan.

But how did the place get its name? This is the true story!

WHAT IS THIS

YUCA-TAN'! THANKS! ).
PLACE CALLED? iy

BUT Cl-U=-THAN

MEANS ' | DONT
{UNDERSTAND YOU!

The modern Maya

Since the destruction of the Mayan cities around Ap 900,
the Mayan people have survived in the south-east of
Mexico. And they have had to survive some terrible
tragedies in a horrible history.

When terrorists moved in to Mavan villages in the 1970s
the poor villagers had to give them food and shelter. When
the government fought back it was the Maya who received
the worst of the punishments. Almost 200,000 were killed
or ‘disappeared’. Others fled and were forced to live in
refugee camps in Mexico.
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Mayan groups who stayed have seen their peasant farms
destroyed and converted to huge cattle ranches to supply
the Americans with beef for their hamburgers,

Maya who wanted to follow the old religions have been
converted to Christianity . . . and, anyway, they can’t go
back to worship their old temples because they are swamped
with tourists!

Sall, the Maya are increasing in numbers and are
hopeful. A new king will awaken in the ancient city of
Chichen Ttza, they say. He will rise along with thousands
of warriors who have been frozen i time. A stone serpent
with feathers will come to life and lead them all in a
great war,

Perhaps those tourists had better take their cameras and
run!
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THE AWFUL ALTECS

The Aztecs (who called themselves the Mexica at first)
probably lived in the north of Mexico until they decided to
move south some time in the AD 1200s.

They said that they ate some fruit from the tree of a god.
The god was so angry that he made the Aztecs wander
through Central America. They must have arrived in the
rich valley of Mexico in the early 1300s where the peaple
living there called them ‘the people whose face nobody knows’,

The wandering, homeless Aztecs were defeated and
almost exterminated by the Lord of Culhuacan city. The
surviving Aztecs became slaves. But even as slaves those
Aztecs were a nuisance, so the Lord of Culhuacan sent them
off to fight a powerful enemy who would finish them off

.. . at least that’s what he thought.

The Aztecs actually returned. The surprised Lord of
Culhuacan said, ‘You must have run away, you cowards!’

But the Aztec warriors opened sacks and poured out
mountains of human ears over the lord’s feet! ‘These are
from the enemy you sent us out to fight. We beat them!”

WHAT HAVE

The story of the wandering is probably true — but what
happened in the wanderings is most likely just Aztec
legend. But there is something awfully, ternibly possible
about the legend of the Princess of Culhuacan . . .
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N THE AZTECS HAD
PROVED THEY WERE
GREAT HRRRIEDRS ‘

NOW WILL YOU RESPECT
THE AZTECS ?

{ITHE AZTECS WERE STILL Just

SQUATTERS IN CULHUACAN.
THEY WANTED SOMETHING
MORE THAN JUST LAND...
WE WANT YOUR NOBLE TOLTEC
[ BLOOD IN QUR FHH!UES
SORRY | HAVENT T= _.
GOT ANY BLOQD

LMEAN | WANT T0
MARRY ATOLTEC PRINCESS|

NO PROBLEM! | HAVE |[
Qﬂﬁ'ﬁ A FEW DAUGHTERSIA

TAKE ‘rD{JR PICK
AND HER RDFHTHER Nﬁ BUTHE WAS IN T
DECIDED TO VISIT THE | =1 FOR A SHOCK ...

| YOUNG BRIDE..

VILLAGE

SEE HOW
THE LASSIS]

Tﬂ
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FYOU'VE ALTERED HER 2

WE SACRIFICED TR
HER SO SHE CAN

BECOME OUR
GODDESS OF WAR!

YOU SAVAGES!!

" THERES NO NEED
TO BE LIKE THAT!

YOU MURDERED HER j

TH£ Fuatnus TOLIEC LORD
DROVE THE AZTECS OUIT

E FTTECS WERE SENT
OUT 70 A WILDERNESS-

OF HIS LAND
~7 RND DONT

_ﬂ COME BACK! 3

N’HﬂT A HEHRTLESS MHH'

The truth is the Aztecs woul
heart sacrifices from the Toltecs themselves.

But why cut out human hearts and offer them to the
gods’ Where did this gruesome idea come from? The
answer is that the Aztecs believed a legend from ancient

Mexico and followed its teach

d have learned about human

ing.

Imagine if we did that! If we actually believed a story like
Hansel and Gretel and then acted as if it were true. Then
every time we came across an old lady at her oven door we'd
push her inside! It sounds crazy but that’s why the Aztecs
behaved the way they did. They believed that old story.
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What was the story? Well, I'll tell vou if you promise not
to believe it and follow its lesson. Are you sitting
comfortably? Then here itis. ..

The truly terrible tale

Once upon a time there were humans on the earth. And the
humans ate maize and they grew into giants. (Now,
cornflakes are made from maize. So, when your mother
says, ‘Eat up vour cornflakes and you’ll grow into a big
strong person,’ then you know she is telling the truth.)

But even these gants weren’t tall enough to keep their
heads above water when a great flood came. It swallowed
the sun and ended the first age of the earth after 4,008 years.
Almost every giant on earth was drowned and turned into a
fish. That's where fish come from. (Remember that when
you next eat fish fingers. You are really eating dead giants’
fingers.)

Still, two humans survived by climbing into a tree. They
were called Nene and Tata and they started the human race
off all over again in the second age. But, after 4,010 years,
what do you think happened? No, it wasn’t another flood.
This time there was a great wind that came along and blew
out the sun.
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The wind blew so hard that humans had to cling to the
trees with their hands and feet and even grew tails. They all
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turned into monkeys. That explains why the chimp 1n the
local zoo loaks so much like your Uncle Dave — they were
both humans at one time . . . at least the chimp was.

Again, two humans survived by standing on a rock. They
started the human race off all over again in the third age.
But, after 4,081 years, what do you think happened? No it
wasn’t a flood and it wasn’t a wind, it was a great fire that
came along and destroyed the earth.

Of course, someone survived and started the fourth age
and, of course, the humans of the fourth age were wiped out
by rain of blood and fire. Nothing could grow and humans
starved.

And that brings us to the fifth age — the one we’re in now
and the one that will end with earthquakes on 22 December
2012, (The Aztecs didn’t have Christmas so they didn’t
realize how this will ruin everyone’s Christmas in AD 2012.
On the other hand you will be able to save money because
there’s no point in buying presents that will never get
opened.)

At the start of the fifth age the gods mer in Teotihuacan.
That’s a Mexican name that means “The place where the
gods are born’, '

And it was dark. (Well, it would be, since the sun of the
fourth age had been destroyed by the rain of blood and fire.)
As you may know, there is only one way to make a sun, and
that is for a god to set fire to himself.

Nobody wanted the job. Would you?

At last the boastful Tecuciztecat] said he was the greatest
god and he really should be the new sun. No one agreed
because no one really liked him. Still they built 2 huge
bonfire and invited Tecuciztecatl to jump in.

The god looked at the fire and suddenly remembered he
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was far too busy to become the sun today. Tecuciztecatl was
Tecucizte-totally—chicken. That's when the wise and
popular Nanahuatzin took a long run, a hop, a step and a
jump and landed in the fire. Pow! The earth had a sun.

Tecuciztecat] was so ashamed of himself he too took a

long run, a jump, a step and a hop and followed
Nanahuatzin. Pow! The earth had another great ball of light
in the sky — Tecuciztecat] had become the moon.

The gods were feeling pretty pleased with themselves
when one of them pointed to the sun in the sky and said, ‘It
isn’t moving!’

And it was true. Nanahuatzin had given his life to make
the sun, now he wanted the other gods to give their lives
before he would set off across the sky.

Of course they grumbled a bit at first. ‘I wish he’d said
that before he jumped in the fire,” one of them muttered.
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“Well, it’s done now,’ another one said reasonably. ‘T'l]
give my heart if you'll give yours!”

So, one by one, the gods came to the feathered snake god,
Quetzalcoatl, and had their living hearts torn out of their
bodies. When the sacrifices had been made the sun began to
move across the sky as it has done ever since.

It was said giants built the pyramids of the sun and of the
moon in Teotihuacan and the first leaders were buried
inside them. The ruins of the pyramids still stood in
Teotihuacan when the first Aztecs arrived in Mexico. The
simple Aztecs looked at the pyramids, were sure they could
only have been built by giants and they really believed the
tale of the gods.

BUT . . . the Aztecs said, ‘If the gods had to give their
hearts to keep the sun moving in the sky then we humans
should do the same. We must make sure the sun is properly
fed with regular supplies of heart.’

And that’s why the Aztecs began sacrificing humans to
the gods.

It’s silly and it’s savage and thousands of people died
horrible deaths, all because of a story.

Did you know . . . ?

A Spanish priest called Siguenza came to Mexico in the
1500s. He didn't believe the story about the gods of
Teotihuacan. But he didn't believe that normal humans had
built those great pyramids in the deserted city either. He
had a different theory about the people who built the
pyramids. He said some incredible people had arrived in
Mexico from a huge island called Atlantis before it sank into
the sea, And even to this day some people believe that's
where the ancient Mexican rulers came from.

42



Swamp serpent soup

The greatest Aztec legend says they were led to their new
land by a prophet called Tenoch. If the first settlers had
written letters back to their old homeland then they may
have looked something like this . . .
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The Aztecs soon turned the shallow lake into chinampas —
gardens made by piling up mud from the bottom of the lake.
They built bridges and canals for transport and soon
became a great trading centre. They also set about seizing
power from the surrounding tribes.

The Azrecs proved to be fierce and fearless fighters,

By 1520 the Aztec emperor Motecuhzoma II ruled over a
great empire in Central America. Little did he know that
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the Spanish were coming and the mighty Aztecs were going
to fall a lot quicker than they had risen.

It’s easy to think the Aztecs arrived with their special way
of life and they forced the rest of Mexico to follow them.
But things don’t work like that. The Aztecs took control of
the Toltec lands — but the Toltec religion took contrel of the
Aztec minds!

And the Toltecs had been very bloodthirsty people. Very,
very. In fact you could say very, very, VERY!

The good gore guide

You know that the sun is a star . . . a large celestial body
composed of gravitationally contained hot gases emitting
electromagnetic radiation, especially hght, as a result of
nuclear reactions inside the star. (No, I don’t understand
what it means either but it sounds good if you say it quickly.)

Anyway, the Toltecs believed 1t was actually a god. A
superhuman being who has power over human life.

Now these god people can be very tricky. If you 'upset
them then they’ll make you suffer — shine too hot on your
crops, shrivel them up and starve you, or send a plague of
locusts to eat all your food. The thing to do is keep your god
(or gods) happy.

Some people think rtheir god will be happy with a bit of
praise and a few hymns and prayers. Other people believe
they have to give prezzies to their god.

The terrible Toltecs believed you had to give a life to
their god — a sacrifice.

But the awful Aztecs took it to extremes. They believed
they had to give their sun god human lives — thousands of
them. And, not only that, they had to be sacrificed in a
gruesomely gory way.



HEALTH WARNING: Readers who are sickened at the
sight of a squashed rabbit on the road should NOT read this
section.

1.

-/ TAKE THEM UP THE
STEPS TO THE TOP OF
THE PYRAMID

PHEW! (LL BE DEADIES-
BY THETIME | 1 :h'

E‘

KﬁﬂEH THETWP’ e,

TIE THE VICTIM ON A
cuauau ALTAR

-/ TAKE AN OBSIDIAN
KNIFE AND CAREFULLY
= OPEN THE CHEST

A (ETS OPEN THE
= CHEST, SHALL WE ?

YOURE A MAN
AFTER MY
| OWN HEART

THIS HUST BE H‘I’ TREASU
CHEST ! AT LAST, MY PRIZL!
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S./REACH INSIDE THE CHEST
.. AND PLUCK OUT THE

| GUESS I'VE
SUST SUFFERED
A HEART ATEACK!

The Aztecs didn’t sacrifice the odd human on special

occasions like the king’s birthday or Bank Holiday

Mondays. They did it all the time. They . . .

@ sacrificed 50,000 a year (that’s a thousand a wecek, six an
hour or one every ten minutes!)

e sacrificed 20,000 in a single party when they opened the
temple at Tenochtitlan

® had an army specially organized to keep the priests
supplied with victims

® stirred up trouble among the conquered tribes so they
had an excuse to go in and take prisoners who became
sacrifice victims.

A Spanish history book said that when the Great Temple

was opened in 1487 there were 80,000 victims sacrificed in

one ceremony. But don’t believe everything you read in

history books! Because sacrificing 80,000 would have been

just about impossible! The Aztecs would have needed

machine guns and bombs to massacre that many. (In fact it’s

only in the past hundred years that humans have learned to

kill each other at that rate — but modern people call it war

and that makes it all right.)




What a way to go. ..
The Aztecs preferred sacrificing enemy warriors. The
braver the enemy then the better the sacrifice. 1f an Aztec
captured an enemy he would say, ‘Here is my well-beloved
son.” The victim would reply, ‘Here is my dearest father.’
You might say this sort of thing when you're asking for
more pocket money! You'd better hope ‘dearest’ fathet
doesn’t then go on to sacrifice you.

The Aztecs had five main ways of sacrificing their victims
— some more cruel than others. Which would vou choose?
Here's a rough guide. How would you score the methods?
S ; S e —
> 1 Lie the victim on their back over the sacrificial stone,
open the chest with a knife, pull our the heart and
offer it to the gods in a carved stone vessel.

.

L

Score: WX W

Not bad so long as the stone isn’t too cold!

— S SE S SR S e m e e S MR e e A o e S g e

2 Cut off the head. This was usually the fate of female
- victims who'd spent some time acting the role of a goddess.

i:r,-#,

PR F

CRE I S o e T N

Score: TrYr v ¥¥
- A quick way to go and vou'd have had a lot of fun
- being treated as a goddess.
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3 Tie the victim to a large rock am:l give him a swnrd _-
: club to defend himself. He then fights against an
Aztec warrior whose sword club has a knife edge.

a3
' Score: W W :
* You’d go down fighting but you wouldn’t last lcng

B T e e T i T e ]

" 4 Tie the victim to poles and fill him full of darts or
j arrows. Mark his heart with a white spot, but don’t
. aim at that spot with the first few dozen arrows. The
. blood from the wounds makes the earth richer for
growing crops . . . or so thc Aztecs behevcd ok
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§ Throw the victim into 2 fire then pull him out,
repeat a few times. When he’s lightly baked, do the
heart sacrifice.
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Monster mother
In 1803 Baron Friedrich Heinrich Alexander von
Humboldt visited Mexico to study Aztec history. He
uncovered a 3-metre high statue that weighed 12 tons. It
had been carved out of a single block of volcanic stone and
it was horrible. In fact it was so shocking that he buried it
again!

T/ 118 700 UGLY TO LOOK
i | AT... RE-BURY IT!

7 ( ) _/DOES ME BURY ALL
HIS MIRRORS TOO?

’ﬁ:";fl v
It was a statue of the goddess Coatlicue. Victims were
sacrificed in front of Coatlicue . . . and after seeing her

ugliness they might have died of the shock before the priests
got them!
Cuddly Coatlicue was roughly human in shape but
had . . .
¢ a double head of two snakes facing one another
® snakes for arms
® 3 cloak of snakes twisted in the wings of a vulture
@ feet of a jaguar (the big cat, not the car, stupid)
® a necklace of hearts, skulls and severed hands strung
together with guts.
Do you ever get bored in your school art lessons? Why not
ask teacher if you can make a model of Coatlicue from
modelling clay? (You don’t get ideas like this on Blue Peter.)
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When it’s finished vou can rip out the living heart of a
jelly baby as a sacrifice. (Use a spoon for this because we
wouldn’t want you to cut yourself, would we?)

There is every chance that if you follow these instructions
you will be expelled from your school, for being sick and
disgusting. So that’s another reason for doing it!

Here is cool, cute and blood-curdling Coatlicue.

. L )
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Remind vou of anyone?

Coatlicue’s story 1s as gruesome as her statue. Coatlicue
was a goddess and was expecting the baby who would grow
up to be the sun. But before the baby was born Coatlicue
was murdered by her daughter, the goddess of the moon,
and her 400 sons who were the stars. They cut off
Coatlicue’s head — and the snakes from the neck are an
image of the blood gushing out.

LOOK MUM,
VVE CUT
MYSELF!

But the baby was born anyway and he avenged his
mother’s death by throwing the moon goddess off a
meuntain and defeating his 400 brothers. (What a baby!)

Fvery dawn the sun drives the moon and stars from the
skv — provided he gets his regular supply of sacrifice blood,
of course.

"RIGHT YOU LOT §
NAFF-QFF!
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It's certain that some sacrifices ended with some bits of
some victims bemng cooked and eaten. (The arms and the
thighs were the only bits the priests allowed people to eat.)
In the 1980s clever professors reckoned that the Aztecs had
huge cannibal feasts — all that meat gave them the strength
to fight and capture even more victims.

| COULD EAT A
:'.' WHOLE ARMY ) ’S_

In the 1990s even cleverer professors say this idea is potty.
In fact the Aztecs had plenty to eat without picnicking on

peaple . . .
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EAT LIRE AN AZTEC

Funny food

It's hard to imagine modern food without the plants
discovered in Mexico 500 vears ago. For example, the Maya
gave us chicle — for chewing gum. And the Aztecs had ather
treats, What would your life be like without. . .

e spices . . . like chilli
pepper for curry

® corn . . . to make your
cornflakes

® pumpkin . . . s0
Cinderella could get to the
ball and you can have a
hallowe’en lantern

¢ tomatoes . . . for the
sauce in your baked beans
® turkeys . . . for your
Christmas dinner.

The Aztecs had chocolate beans but they were so precious
they were used as moncy. They grew peanuts that traders
brought from South America. Imagine the cinema without
the Aztecs — no popcorn or peanuts or chocolates.

Of course, the Mexicans didn’t have cooking fat before the
Spanish arrived with pigs from Europe. The Aztecs had never
tasted fried food. So a great invention like chips needed
potatoes (which originally came from South America) to get
together with European frying before it could be enjoyed.

Ten tasty treats you wouldn’t want to eat...

The people of Mexico have always had interesting food.
10,000 years ago they were driving mammoths into swamps
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and killing them with stone knives and spears. They would
make real jumbo meals,

We can enjoy a lot of pleasant food thanks to the people
of Mexico. But there are some things they used to eat that
you may not be so keen to taste. Things like . . .

1 Monkeys — the spider monkey and the howler monkey
were enjoyed by the Aztecs and are still eaten by the native
inhabitants today! The howler monkey gets its name from
its roar that can be heard at least 3 km (2 miles) away. If we
could understand them they’d probably be howling, ‘Look
out! The Aztecs are coming to eat you!’

£ Toads - archaeologists found bones from marine toads in
many early Mexican villages. Since the skins of these toads
are poisonous they guess that they were used as a sort of
drug, but too much could kill you. Wart a way to go!

3 Frogs - are safer than toads and verv tasty — ask any
I'rench chef. And the Aztecs could crack awful jokes hke:

FWELL HOP OVER
T0 THE BAR AND
ET ME A DRINK

WAITER WAITER, DO YOU

HﬂVE F R%S LEGS YES

4 Cactus — the maguey cactus was amazingly useful. The
Aztecs used it to make needles (and the spikes) and thread,
and as fuel, from paper, rope, cloth, mats and as thatching
for their house roofs. The plant was boiled to give a sweet
syrup and the syrup could be used to make a sorr of cacrus
wine. The trouble was there was an Aztec law against
getting drunk and the punishment was death.
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5 Dogs — that’s right. You
wouldn’t want pet pie, baked
beagles on toast, Yorkshire
terrier pudding or a boxer
chocolate would you? Would
vou wolf hound after you
whippet out of the oven?
Surely not. The Aztecs
would.

6 Lake scum — yes, the green stuff you see floating on top of
the park pond. The Aztecs in Teotihuacan would collect it
from the edge of the lake, press it into cakes and eat it, The
trouble was the lake became polluted with chemicals used to
make whitewash for the houses. Some of this scum could
make an Azrec sick as a Panama parrot.

7 Lizards — tricky to catch but a very tasty bit of meat on the
creatures. Nothing better than a lizard in vour gizzard . . .
it’s wizard!

8 Ants — people in Europe
are used to being eaten by
ants when they try to picnic
in a field. Bur rhe Aztecs
had a better idea . . . they
ate the ants. Lovely
crunchy  little  snacks!
Would you eat one?
Perhaps one crawled into
your picnic sandwich when
you  weren't looking!
Perhaps you've already become an Aztec ant-eater!

9 Tadpoles — ask your parents about sago. It’s a sort of rice-
pudding dish but with clear globules that look like frog-
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spawn. It was served regularly for school dinners — and
refused regularly by children. The Aztecs would have
enjoyed it because they ate tadpoles.

10 Larvae — you know what they are’ Insects before they
grow up. So fly larvae are known as maggots and butterfly
larvae are caterpillars while beetle larvae are known as grubs.

Y THOSE AZTECS CERTAINLY KNOW o &
“{_ HOW T0 ENTOY THEIR GRUB! 4

Something vou wouldn’t want to drink . . .

The Mayans learned to make strong alcohol from the runny
honey of their bees. But the honey needed bacteria (germs)
to make it turn into alcohol. How did they put the germs
into the honey?

{101 1322] INOA ajeW [[IM

Suysims-A3uoy 18] jje * * * 3wy Je styl £ 3 uop ing
‘Toyoo[E
0)Ul uIn] puE 2jqqnq pue Yol ol ueBaq 1 sAEp M)
€ 131y "[moq 23] ® 0jui In0 1 Jeds [[e A9y pue punoi 1l
PAYSIMS ‘SIINOUI 1Y) 03U A2U0Y 3] §00) S|IIL) [LIAISUE”

. . . and what the Aztecs didn’t want to eat
Surprisingly, they didn’t want to eat chocolate. The Aztecs
had cacao beans from which we now make chocolate. They
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knew how to grind up these beans, boil them to a froth with
water and sweeten the drink with vanilla and honey.

So why didn’t the Aztecs drink this tasty stuff?

Because the cacao beans were too precious. For an Aztec,
making a cup of chocolate would be like you eating a five-
pound note sandwich . . . a waste of money,

Of course rich people liked to show off by drinking
chacolate. They could afford it.

Food you might like to eat

Tortillas

"The main food of the Aztecs would be maize which they ate
with almost everything. They would make very thin maize
‘pancakes’, called tortillas, and use them to scoop up food
from a dish or to make a parcel
around some filling.

Maize flour is not common
outside of Mexico but ordinary
flour would do. You can make
about 6 rortillas with 150g of
plain flour, 25g of lard and
90ml of warm water. Mix it
into a dough and roll it so thin
you can see the board
underneath. Then heat a 20-
25cm circle of dough on a flat-bottomed frying pan for
about 40 seconds. It should bubble if the temperature is
right. (Well, you’d bubble if you were thrown into a hot pan,
wouldn't you?) Turn it over and cook the other side for
about 30 seconds,

Best of all is to buy your tortillas ready-made from a
supermarket!
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Quesadillas

Heat a heavy frying pan ull
sprinkled water sizzles on it
Drop a tortilla on to the hot pan.
Cover the tortilla with about 25g
of grated cheese then some thin
slices of onion. Lastly pop
another tortilla on top. After
about a minute or two the
cheese begins to melt. Turn the
whole thing over and hcat for
another minute. Eat!

You can add strips of sliced green chilli if you want a
flavour of the Aztecs’ favourite spice.

It’s a dog’s life

Mexican dogs probably had very happy lives. They would
not have been so happy if they knew what was gomng to
happen to them! Luckily dogs can’t see into their future. So,
if vou have a dog, be kind to it — don’t tell it abour Azrec

Burritos

The people of the USA call
tortilla snacks ‘burritos’. That
means ‘little donkeys’ . . . but
don’t worry, they don't have to
take nuggets of Neddy from the
knackers’ vard. There is no
donkev-meat in this at all. They
are fillings of whatever you
fancy wrapped in tortilla
parcels.

60



dogs and don’t leave this book lying around where Rover

can read it. Because . . .

® The Aztecs bred small dogs for food. These dogs were
practically hairless because i1t was so warm in Mexico . . .
in fact they were dogs with no ruff at all. These dogs were
pot-bellied little things and Mexican potters were so fond
of them they made clay models of the cute curs.

® The Maya bred dogs that didn't bark! That would give
them a bit of peace and quiet at night . . . but how did the
poor mutts talk to one another?

® Some natives of Mexico believed a dog could help its
owner to cross over into the afterlife when they died. The
trouble was the dog had to be dead at the time. Whenever
an owner died then the dog would be killed and buried
with them. Sort of *Spot!” Splatt!
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AZTEC DAYS

Disgusting Diary
The Aztecs had a calendar of 363 days — like us but without
the leap vears. This calendar, and the movement of the stars
and the sun, gave them a disgusting diary for the years.
The city of Tenochtitlan was massive and the twin pyramids
of the Great Temple looked down on the streets. Twin
pyramids to the gods — the gods of life and the gods of
death . . . but mainly death for the people who were conquered
by the Aztec warriors.

X oo T lnrr.\ o

YOU KNOW, IF
{ WAS SOMERODY
ELSE_I'D REALLY

HATE T0 BE

CONQUERED

rubbish like the streets of Europe at that time. They were kept
clean by thousands of sweepers every day, Rubbish was
collected, loaded on to barges and shipped away to be dumped.
The sweepers were usually captives from other tribes
who were forced to serve the Aztecs. If one of those
sweepers had kept a diary then it would have been
gruesome. It may have looked something like this. . .
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- (D NOVEMBER - &3) NOVEMBER : DAYS OF THE _
PRECIOUS FEATHER t

(@ADNOVEMBER New Year. And how do the warriors

celebrate? They fast — starve themselves for days on

end. I'm glad I’m not a warrior who has to fast . . . it’s

bad enough being a slave. I've had my breakfast, but

I’'m still so hungry I could eat three dogs and still find
3 room for a rartlesnake.

O (&) NOVEMBER Today ‘the Aztecs remember the dead
warriors. Well, the older warriors remember them. [
would have remembered them but I forgot. Great
hunting with prizes for the best hunters. Because this
is the time of the hunter they take their prisoners, tie
them up like deer, their front legs to their back legs.
(Yes, I know people don’t have front legs, but they
pretend.) Then the priests sacrifice them like deer -
which they are really. You hear them moaning, ‘Oh,
deer! Oh, deer! Oh deer!” There’s a lot of mess to clear
up, of course. Still. It could be worse. It could be me
they’re sacrificing!

@ NOVEMBER This is the ‘eating of the water
tamales’ day. They only have this once every eight years
. . . thank the gods! The Aztecs only eat water-soaked
tamales — meat and maize flour — no spices so it’s like
a tasteless mush. Up ar the temple there are some very

. nice dances but the Aztecs have to go and spoil it,

- don’t they? They end with a ceremony where they {
] swallow water-snakes and frogs. 1t makes you hungry
§ just watching them. I prefer my snake-meat roasted. @
§¢;~;~n.. - Coa Loe ..-.-.\t.\\;k‘}_
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" € NOVEMBER - () DECEMBER : DAYS OF THE
RAISING OF BANNERS

‘ Huitzilopochtli, who grew up to beat Covolxauhqui m
' battle. People wave paper flags from the houses and
hang them from fruit trees! Evervone enjoys themselves
. . » except the prisoners who get sacrificed ar the Great
Pyramud of Tenochtitlan. They don’t complain for long.

};O@ DECEMBER — EI) DECEMBER: DAYS OF THE
“* DESCENT OF WATER

@E}ECEFHEER It's wet. That's why they call these
days the ‘Days of the Descent of Water’, because it
usually rains about this time. Well, at least it’s giving
the pyramid a good wash down. But it’s cold and
muddy work out on the streets. At least it's a quict
time for the sacrifices. None of the nasty bits to sweep

up.
i i -"IJ-'?JI.!!":. T
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O

€I DECEMBER — EF) TANUARY: DAYS OF THE

STRETCHING
@Iﬂﬂi}ﬂﬂ‘f The merchants pray for good trade. They
sacrifice a few slaves, of course. And the priests dress
up as gods and do some very nice dancing before a
great feast with the lords. Of course, I never ger invited
to the feasts. Remind me never to become a merchant
slave. I really don’t want my heart ripped our of my
chest — even if the Aztecs say it 1s a great honour.

.
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@ NOVEMBER The Aztecs celebrate the birthday of
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€D JANUARY - B FEBRUARY: DRYS OF GROWTH =

@IHNUHRV Today’s the day they grab the children
and pull them by the neck to make them grow. Mum
used to do it to me. It didn’t half hurt. Stll, I'm nice
and tall — I've a neck like a rattlesnake, but I’'m nice
and tall. I held my little brother’s legs while Mum
pulled his head. You should have heard the neck-
bones creak!

: OJ’HHUQR‘{ Today the children have their ears-
pierced. At least, the children who survived the neck-
stretching have their ears pierced! 1 held my hrtle

brother down while our mum drilled the holes. He
didn’t half squawk.

O

@]RNUHR? The Aztecs honour the fire god today.
Toast corn in front of his altar and toast a few animals
too. Of course it’s the priests who get to eat these gifts
to the god, I wonder if the god ever gets hungry
himself? Lots of sweeping up after ceremonies like
this.

.-;,{n"_
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R " © FEBRUARY - €O FEBRUARY: THE USELESS DAYS'

.FEB&I‘%U&‘W‘:ﬁi The Aztecs have 18 months of 20 days
each in their calendar. So they have these five ‘useless
days’ left over. Everybody says they're really unlucky.
(Of course no one gets sacrificed in the useless days, so
I guess slaves and prisoners think they’re really useful
days!) And no one does any work on these days. I
decided it would be best to stay in bed so the bad luck
couldn’t get me. But I fell out of bed. It didn’t half hurt!

S% Eff BRUARY - (&) MARCH: THE RAISING OF THE TREES

@FE&U&M They don’t really raise trees, of course.
They raise poles with banners on them, then they
make sacrifices to the gods of the maize and the rain.
This time they sacrifice children, but at least they take
them up to the mountains to sacrifice them. Less mess
for me to clean up. They say the more the children cry

the happier the rain god will be. If it was me I'd

squawk like a parrot.
% //\,W
O LR b Wb

[ B mARCH-EB MARCH: THE FLAYING OF MEN DAYS

@mﬂkﬁﬂ The young warriors have mock battles.
Very entertaining and not too messy. Burt the priests
make the usual sacrifices and wear the skins of the
victims. I wouldn’t be seen dead in a cloak of human
skin myself. These Aztecs have very bad taste and they
expect us slaves to clean up after them. It’s a dog’s life
Lot times. (Except, of course, slaves don’t get eaten like
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i e T X
*  the dogs!) At least they put the skins in a holy cave in
the temple. Makes a change to have priests clearing up
after themselves, | can tell you. They wear those skins
for 20 days. My friend cleans at the temple and says
they smell dreadful

F -",.-'.-"r,

gt et SR L

€D MARCH - P APRIL : THE OFFERING OF FLOWERS
DAYS

@HPRJL Spring’s here so the Aztecs go into the fields
to sacrifice flowers! I was sweeping between the
pyramids of the Great Temple today when a priest
came out. He explained thar the pyramids are hike life
and death. ‘Life needs death to exist; and death needs
life,” he said. I just nodded and hoped he didn't want
my life! The blood doesn’t half dye the steps up ro the
: top of the pyvramids. I could scrub for days and never
Og{:t those stains out. I'm glad that’s not my job.

s R

BarriL - @ MAY : DAYS OF THE GREAT VIGIL

@H}HY Young Aztec girls go in procession to bless the
maize in the fields. I don’t get to go, of course. More
children sacrificed on the mountains. It makes you
wonder how there's any children left the rate these
Aztecs sacrifice them!
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Y @ MmAY - € MAY: DAYS OF DRYNESS .

(EAMAY It's dry. The dust in the streets is terrible and
I get home filthy everv night. The priests have a young
man who pretends to be the god Tezcatlipoca. He has
a wonderful time, him being treated like a god and all
that, The trouble is gods don't get old, so they have to
have a new young man every year. What happens to
the old one? He gets sacrificed, of course.

. O e may - €8 JUNE : DAYS OF EATING MAIZE AND
CBEANS

@JUHE The end of the dry season and all that mud
again. They give offerings of foods to the tools they
usc in the fields! I wish they’d offer some to me. They
bring reeds from the lakes to make new mats, seats and
decorations for the temples. There’s bits of reed all
over the place. Sweeping up reeds in mud isn’t easy.

L

O

42D JUNE- EZ) ULY: DAYS OF THE FEASTS OF THE LORDS |

EI) JUNE The lord of Tenochtitlan invites the common
people to some great feasts. Of course the common
Aztecs go but the slaves like me just get the job of .
clearing up after them. Still, there’s always food left
over so for once I can’t complain,

* i @ s r
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E.BJULY @D SEPTEMBER: DAYS OF mE Fms‘rﬂr >
THE DEAD :

r"'

|

3
=

F A

QEISEPTEMBER Feasts, feasts, feasts. Any excuse. Now
they're honouring the dead. These Aztecs have a good
life. Apart from the sacrifices today they had this brilliant
pole-chmbing contest. My mum told my little brother
to be careful not to win. It doesn’t do to get yourself
noticed. Not if you want to stay alive in Tenochritlan!

Oszmmsm - D) OCTOBER: DAYS OF THE SWEEPING

(1D OCTORER The Aztecs have a good old clean out. And
where does their rubbish end up? On the streets. And
] who gets the job of clearing it? Me and the other
sweepers. This is the time of the year when the gods
return to the temples for the winter. At midnight last
night the first god arrived and showed he was there by
leaving a footprint in a bowl of flour in the temple. It's
flour made out of maize and my mum says it's an a-
maize-ing trick. She can be funny, my mum.
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@ocmssa (€9 0CTORER : DAYS OF THE FEAST OF .
THE MOUNTRINS :

DCT OBER Those Aztecs have a plant called amaranth.
Today they ground it up into a paste and baked 1t into
models of the gods and snakes. But did they eat them? :
No! They offered them to the gods. I'll never understand &l
these Aztecs if I live to be 50 years old. In fact Iwould ' :
be glad to reach 15 years old! I'm just grateful I've ;
survived another year without getting myself sacrificed.
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LIVE LIRE AN AZTEC

The Aztecs were fighters. By 1500 they had conquered
most of Mexico. The defeated people had to supply the
Aztec homeland at Tenochtitlan with food, clothing and slaves.

But most of all the Aztecs wanted defeated warriors for
their sacrifices.

Problem: How could they defeat warriors when they’d
conquered Mexico and there was no one left to beat?

Answer: The Azrecs sent in spies. Aztec traders went in
disguise to strange cities and looked for signs of rebellion
against the Aztec rule. If they found any sign of rebel forces
they encouraged it! ‘Go on . . . fight the Aztecs! I'll bet vou
could beat the loincloths off them, lads!’

As soon as the rebels went into action the Aztecs would
attack and win. They would win because their trader-spies
would have told them all the enemy weaknesses.

S THEY ALWAYS
STOP FOR TEA

A\ AT FOUR OCLGCK |

The Aztec warriors tried to capture the rebels alive so
they could sacrifice them later in Tenachtitlan. That's mean
and that’s cheating . . . but it was the Aztec way of making
sure the sun kept moving in the skv.
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Cruel to kids

If you wanted the gods to bring you rain or a good harvest
then you had to give them gifts. You had to give them really
precious gifts, of course, not just any old rubbish. What was
the most precious gift they could give? A life. And what was
the most precious life? The life of a child, of course. The
Aztecs must have really loved children because thev
sacrificed dozens every year.

Of course these would usually be captured slave children.
Aztecs were a bit tougher with their own children. The
Aztec child was taught not to expect a happy life . . . and it
didn’t get one! How would you like to have been an Aztec
child?

THE GOOD AZTEC PARENT IS STPJ T.TH E T HEIR CHILD
WILL GROW UP TO BE HARD -WO KIHG ND OBEDIENT.A
USEFUL RZTEC ﬂﬁULT n\xx‘;\

Fasd -

FROM THE AGE OF 4 GIRLS

WILL COOK AND CLEAN
WHILE E-G‘J'S H’ILL 0 Fi HING
OR WORKING IN TH FIELDS
e T, e e

THE DISOBEDIENT CHILD MAY BE
PINCHED ON THE ARMS OR THE E.HRS

e
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THE REHLL‘I’ DISOBEDIENT EH]L{J
HH PRICKED WIT %‘HE THDEN
M THE HHGUE
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‘WHHT (F ALL THESE P RES
AT e AL T *!w' | THEN THERES '\

' ALWAYS TH
SHCRIFII_FE TH&LE.“
HEH ' HEH!
it ! ‘-'.'H'\::'\':\T‘-“
Did you know ., | 7

1 Boys were trained to be warriors. When they were
baptized at a few days old they were given their warrior
equipment — a miniature loincloth, a cloak, a shield and four
ATTOWS.

ISNT YOUR LITTLE BRQ';'HE.R
SUCH A SWEETY?

Qg

born in is not vour true home — that is out there on the
battlefield. Your mission is to give the sun the blood of your
enemics to drink.’
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3 Girls, on the other hand, were given a skirt, a blouse and
weaving equipment. They were told that their place was in
the home.

4 The first words a baby heard when it was born were: *You
have come to this earth which is a place of torment, a place
of pain, a place of weariness, a place of illness, thirst, hunger
and weeping.” Cheerful stuff. Just the sort of thing you want
to hear after all the effort to get born in the first place.

AND A VERY
HAPPY BIRTHRAY
T0 You TQO!

5 A child would be named after the dav on which it was
born. There were 20 days and 18 months but the months
could have some embarrassing names. Imagine going
through life as Six Dog (vou'd be sick as a dog), Ten
Crocodile (you'd be a bit snappy), or Eight Monkey (and 1if
vou were Aziec you would have ate monkey). Perhaps you'd
prefer to be a Wind, a Vulture, a Rabbit, a Lizard, a Flower
or a Death's Head’

HI MY NAME'S 13 DEATH'S HEAD \ -
BUT You CAN CALL ME'LUCKY’
AR AN s

' .\"‘\‘\‘-"\.\ :
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6 Pottery figures of around AD 600 to 900 show Mexican
native boys grinning . . . with their top teeth filed to a point!
It probably helped them eat their roast dog. But would you
like to have your teeth filed? Eeecugh!

ﬁe YOU HAVE ANY FILLINGS ﬂ\“\“‘““‘“‘“ e

&\,\\
NOPE BUT IVE GOTA
COUPLE OF FILINGS

ARy Tf—'—f:-:'?rF N

7 If a family was very poor then there was a quick and easy
way to make some money. Sell the kids! This was an idea
copied from the Maya. Slave traders would buy healthy
children and take them to market. The children would have
to work hard for hours on end or be punished. A bit like
school, really. ¢

HOW MANY TIMES DO | HAVE TO TELL YQU. WE ARENT
PHOR HE DW HH‘JE 10 SE!.L YOUR LITTLE BROTHER

SNRENE ST

8w

8 If 2 child died then it wouldn’t get a coffin. It would be
buried in a jar. Hopefully no one would later dig up the jar
and mistake it for a jar of jam.

9 The Aztecs were certainly the only people in the world of
the 1500s to have schooling for all boys and girls. Bur they
didn’t start school till they were 15 vears old and stopped at
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the age of marriage — about 20. The boys could choose
berween schools for priests and schools for warriors. Girls
generally learned singing and dancing. Then, of course,
there was . . .

Mexican marriage
Want to marry your loved one in a genuine Aztec ceremony?
This is how boys can go about it. (Sadly, girls, you don’t
have a lot of say in this!)

Could vou survive as an Aztec? Imagine you are an Aztec
boy. Try the following test.

P L B S L aaed el F A o

1 First choose vour bride.
Who gets vou permission to
marry the girl?

a) You do it yourself, boys.

b) You ask your ‘Best Man’
(best friend) to do it for you.
¢} You ask an old woman to do
it for you.

2 Who do you ask?

a) Ask the girl, of course.

b) Ask the priests if the gods agree to the marnage.
c) Ask the girl's family,

e

3 You also need permission to get married yourself.
Who do you ask?
a) Your mum.

- b) Your dad.

> ¢) Your teacher.

'..-
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. AP,

bride.

choose,

. 5 There is a feast before the wedding. Who arranges that?
a) You do it yourself, cooking food that you’ve hunted

for yourself.

b) Your mother cooks your favourite meal with

enough for everyone to share.

¢) The bride’s parents arrange the feast so vou don’t

have to worry about a thing.

6 The wedding takes place
after the feast and at night.
How does the bride travel to

- your house for the ceremony?

a) In a tax1.

b) You carry her on your
back.

¢) She 1s carried on the back
of an old woman,

!

e

3 at your house? .
T -
DIl R

b) Everyone marries on the
same day so you don’t have to

¢) Read your horoscope and
make sure it is a ‘good’ day on
the Aztec calendar.

z R R
4 How do you choose your “
wedding day? f
a) You agree a day with your

R R

Ao

R
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a) They ride on the backs of oxen.

b) Thev form a long line, join hands and dance from
the bride’s house to vours.

¢) They have a torch-lit procession.

.,

8 Everyone gives you a wedding present. When do you
gel your presents?

. a) When you move into your new house,
. b) Straight after the wedding.

t c) Just before the wedding.

9 How are you joined together

n marriage’ I
a) You and vour bride each
grip one end of a snake
between your teeth — the boy
takes the head and the girl
takes the tail,

b) You simply join hands and -
SWap rings. 1
¢) The boy's cloak is tied 1o
the girl’s blouse.

10 There is a final feast with alcohol to drink. But only
certain people are allowed to drink. Who can booze?
a) You and your friends.

b) Everyone except the bride and groom.

c) Any guests over the age of 3(.




E Answers: All ) answers are correct. All a)and b) answers
are wrong.

1 Boys, choose your bride. It has to be someone of your
own position in society. You must use an old woman as
the messenger to carry your proposal. Your granny
would do.

2 Ask the girl’s farnily if you can marry her. Don’t bother
asking the girl herself because you don’t need her
permission.

3 Send your messenger to ask your teacher if you can
marry! If the teacher says ‘Nol’ then vou won’t be

allowed.
HOW COME EVERYONE
ELSE AROUND H
HAS A CHANC E
OBYECT EXCEPT ME"

[

4 Choose the wedding day. This needs to be a ‘good’ day
on the Aztec calendar. Perhaps you could look up vour
horoscope in a book? Saturdays are good days.

5 The girl’s family organizes a feast at her house which
guests eat while she has her wedding dress and make-up
put on.

6 After dinner you must wait until dark because
marriages take place at night. The bride is carried on the
back of an old woman to the boy’s house. If your granny
isn’t worn out with all the running around maybe she can
carry the bride.
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7 Guests follow in a procession by the light of torches -
flaming torches, not electric torches, of course.

B\ supeost vou & |
| WANT ME 70 PuT @ |

8 The couple sit on a mat spread in front of the fire and
everyone gives them wedding presents. (INote: the Aztecs
didn’t have pop-up toasters, stainless steel butter dishes
or electric kettles so don’t give them.)

9 The couple are married when the boy’s cloak is tied to
the girl’s blouse. This s still known today as tving the
knot,

10 There’s another feast (if vou've recovered from the
one at the girl’s housel), This time the guests over the
age of 30 can drink alcohol and it is no disgrace to get
drunk. (Warning: Anyone under 30 getting drunk faces a |
beating for this crime. The next time they are caught |
they will be txécuted!)

How did you score?

10 Cheat

5 -9 Lucky

1 - 4 Get your brain cells cleaned

0 You would make a really good Aztec sacrifice
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Now, boys, if you enjoyed that why not try it again with
another girl . . . and again with another girl . . . and again
with another girl. And again and again and again. How

many wives can you afford?
) /| COULDNT EVEN
AFFORD OME/

v}
5 ‘\‘-._\g\'“'. -

King Nezahualpilli had 2,000 wives and 144 children.
How on earth did he remember their names? And, talking
about kings . . .

The new emperor’s new clothes

In Britain the monarchs have been crowned for over a
thousand years in the richest robes money can buy. Thick
silks, warm velvets and fur-trimmed collars. Very cosy in
London fogs and Edinburgh drizzle.

The kings and queens dressed up as if to say, ‘T.ook how
grand I am, you peasants!’

But a new Aztec emperor did the opposite. He was taken
in front of the sun god and had to teli the god what a feeble
little human being he really was.

The emperor spent four days fasting (or three days.if he
was really, really fast!).

Then he took off all his clothes and stood in front of the
statue of the god and said . . .

81



Oh master, oh night, oh wind, I am so poor. How can [
work for this city? How can I work for its people? For 1
am blind, 1 am deaf, I am brainless and I am covered n
filth. Maybe you've made a mistake and you are loaking
[for someone else to rule?

RN

Imagine the shock he’d get if the god said, ‘All nght, mate,
get vour kit on and push off. I'll find someone better!’

Of course all this *humble’ business didn’t last long . . . 1t
never does with emperors and kings. As socon as the
coronation was over he went off to a feast where . . .
® every great lordly guest had to wear plain, simple clothes

so they didn’t look more grand than the emperor
® they had to bow their heads ;

® they were not allowed
to look at the
emperor’s face e

o they were not
allowed to turn
their back on
him so they
had to walk
out of his
room  back-
wards.



From thenon . . .

® he was carried almost
everywhere in a chair
shaded by a canopy of
precious feathers

® if he did decide to step
down then nobles swept
the ground in front of
him and covered the
ground with cloths so his
feet never touched the
earth

® whenever he ate he was
shielded from the
ordinary people by a
screen of gold

® he was offered a choice of
a hundred dishes of food
at each meal

e he was entertained by
clowns and jugglers while
he ate

® he had a palace aviarv
with ten rooms full of
birds and a palace zoo
filled with animals from
all over his empire -
rattlesnakes were kept on
a bed of feathers.

What a humble sort of life!

And all he had to do was take his clothes off and admit to a

stone statue he was stupid. Even vou could do that!
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Furious fighters

Aztec men lived to fight. When the war drum sounded
every Aztec man was expected to pick up his weapons and
join his group of about 800 men.

What other fantastic facts do you know about the Aztec
warriors? Try this quirky quiz that Quetzalcoatl would
quite quickly quomplete, Just answer True or False to the
following . . .

1 Aztec warriors wore armour.

2 The Aztecs had w

that were powerful enough to cut off a horse’s head.

3 Aztec leaders were easy to spot because they wore large
feather and reed constructions on their shoulders.

DON'T YOU THINK \ SW £ 4
THATS A LITTLE...L Bg %%
WELL... TOO MUCH? '

4 Aztec warriors believed that dying in battle was a
wonderful thing.
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5 Rich Aztec warrnors wore gold and jewels when they went
into bartle.
6 Warriors didn't get their hair cut tll they'd killed

someone in battle, ;
ITS NOT MY FAULT! |
SPEARED LOTS OF PEOPLE
BUT THEY ALL GOT BETTER

1] - '\“ l‘\-.

7 Aztecs believed in killing themselves rather than being
captured.

8 The Aztec army needed to capture 20 enemy fighters for
sacrifice and no less,

WHAT! ONLY 19!
GO RACK AND
CONQUER THAT

COUNTRY AGAIN!

9 Young Aztec men could be made full warriors by having
their faces smeared with the blood of a heart that was sull

beating.
10 Warriors short of food would eat their dead friends.

R \\\@‘)ﬂ\\iﬁw HE
DMINRINENY HE WAS A ¢00D
W \g\\:\ﬁ? :"( WARRIOR, BUT HE
R ﬁ“ ‘3| WAS R GREAT
BARBECUE!
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Answers:

1 True. But it wasn’t metal armour because they didn’t
have steel. It was a padded cotton coat, soaked in salt
water to make it hard.

2 True. At least that’s what the Spanish soldiers said
when they fought against them. Before the Spanish
arrived the Aztecs did NOT cut off horses, heads
because there were no horses in Mexico.

3 True. This was fine when they were fighting other
Mexican armies. But the Spanish invaders had guns and
were able to pick out the leaders easily and then pick
them off.

4 True. They beheved that they were immediately
turned into hummingbirds and hummed off to join the
sun god in his heaven. Hummmm! A likely story.

5 True. Not just because they wanted ro look cute as a
corpse. They believed that precious stones had magical

powers to protect them.
PR x\}b‘%ﬁ\“ & \\\\\\{:

WELL, THEY'LL ‘N‘
R{JTE.CT HI
al

6 True. Young men had to leave some of their hair long
— a disgraceful thing which told everyone that they
weren’t 3 real man yet,

7 False. King Moquiuhix tried to rebel against his Aztec
friends. When his armies were defeated he threw himself
off the top of his pyramid and died. The Aztec winners
were so disgusted the dead king’s body was not buried
but left to rot.
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8 True . . . but they sometimes took more. The Aztec
Emperor Tizoc (ruled 1481 — 1486) ordered that every
man in three defeated tribes should be executed. Not 20
— but 20,000,

| HOPE THEIR ARMS \
GET TOO TIRED 8Y THE
TIME THEY GET TO US

9 True. Even the Tlaxcallan friends of the Spanish
performed this ritual while the Christian Spanish
soldiers looked on. '

10 False. Warriors were happy to eat dead enemies but
refused to eat the friends they had fought with, no
matter how hungry they were. In the 1521 battle against
the Spanish they boiled the bark of trees and ate that but
left thousands of their dead friends untouched.

The gory games
The Maya played a ball game that was later copied by the

Aztecs.

The Maya called it pok-a-tok, which sounds quite jolly —
rather like ping-pong. The idea was that the better you
played the ‘ball game’, the happier the gods would be and
the better the crops would grow.

The ball game was linked with the ideas of human
sacrifice and death. If you want to live like an Aztec then
you may like to try this with a few friends. If you simply
want to live . . . then don't ever play it!
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You need:

® A court 140 metres long and 36 metres wide in the shape
of an ‘T’. The court is surrounded by stone walls. If that's
a bit too big then try a basketball or netball court.

@ A ring at each side of the court about 5 metres above the
ground.

® Flat stones, carved in the shape of heads, to show the score.

® A rubber ball about 15 cm across.

® Two teams of about 10 a side — allow plenty of substitutes
for players killed or carried off to hospital during the game,

® A ‘skull rack’ to hold the heads of sacrifice victims who'll
be watching the game.

® Fach player needs a helmet, and arm, knee and leg
protectors made from boiled leather. (But don’t go killing
cows or cutting up shoes for their leather — skateboard
protectors will do . . . or simply don’t play as rough as the
Aztecs!)
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The asm:

As in basketball the players of a team pass the ball among
themselves till they are in a position to score. A score is
made by putting the ball through one of the rings set in the
wall. -

The rules:
You can use arms and legs to pass the ball but you must not
use hands or feer . . ., and that’s about it really! That’s

probably why players were often killed during a game —
there were no rules to stop you killing an opponent, and
losing often meant disgrace, which made killing the
opposition a very good idea. So you might want to add a
rule that makes killing an opponent a foul.

The result:

The team that scores first is the winner, Some historians say
losing players were taken to a platform at the side of the
pitch where their heads were cut off and stuck on wooden
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poles, (Although vou might find that a smack in the
loser’s face with a stale kipper may be enough of 3 winning
celebration.) A plaver who scored through the hoop could
claim any jewellery or clothing from the spectators.
The problem was the player would have to catch the
spectator first.

(ON SECOND THOUGHTS, SHE CAN KEEP TH RING|

ﬂ

Sometimes the teams can agree on prizes that the winner
gers. You could gamble with gold, jade, slaves or even a
house . . . burt ask your parents before you bet your house on
the result.

The truth about the ball game
Historians don’t always know the truth about ancient
worlds. They guess.

Most history books will tell you that the Mavan and
Aztec ‘ball game’ was played to the death. But other
historians say thar is quire silly.

The truth is there were pictures carved into the walls of
the ball courts. These pictures showed a ball game in which
the losers lost cheir heads. But the pictures didn’t tell the
tale of a real ball game — all they did was tell the tale of a ball
game that happened in an ancient legend.



—

THE PLANET VEMUS WAS
i ST e [l 708 PRIZE RS THE LIFE

AGAINST AN UNDERWOIRLYD
GO0 AT THE BALL CAME ]
AND LOST ...

» WB Serpents oF 8Lood
FLOWED FROM HIS NECK AS
HIS SKULL WIS HUNE (P IN

DALCHTER OF THE |\ |
LORD OF DEATH - 4
MALKED PAST AND || THIS IS A REAL PAIN IN THE NECK!
THE SKULL SPAT AT~ 4
HER. .. Bl AS A RESULT THE PRIMCESS

A SKULLS HAVE
 TERRIBLE

LATER CAVE BIRTH 70 A BABY
WHO CREW TO BE VENUS = THE
NEW MORNING STAR ALAIN

TWINKLE 4 el
JTWINKLE *J W
LITTLE STAR! J> B25

So that’s the story told on the walls of the ball courts. A
story made up to explain why the planet Venus disappears
from our skies then comes back again.
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When tourists arrived in the Mayan ball courts their
guides said, ‘This is what happened when they played the
ball game — the losers lost their heads.’

Then historians took this story and repeated it in their
books. (Check your own school books on the Maya and
Aztecs.) It is probably not true!

History can be horrible . . . but historians can sometimes
be horribler.

A game vou wouldn’t want to try . . .

Volador

You need:

® A pole — tall and solid like 2 Maypole with a platform
on top.

® Four ropes attached to the top.

® Bird costumes.

The rules:

Four players dress up as birds, climb to the top of the pole

and fasten the ropes under their arms. Each bird jumps off

the top of the pole and swings round it 13 times. When four

players have swung round 13 times they have created the

lucky number 52 and this will make sure the Sun god

continues to fly around the earth.
The resule:

Nothing really. Just a sort of Aztec team-bungee-jump in
honour of the Sun god, and a lot less messy than heart
sacrifices.
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Foul for females

Women were not very well treated in the Aztec world. But
they could do one thing that would make men respect them
. . . they could die giving birth, That was the bravest thing
a woman could do, the men said.

The unfortunate woman’s ghost haunted crossroads at
night. It was very unlucky to meet her. Bur Aztecs didn't
think the dead woman’s body was unlucky. Quite the
opposite, they believed it had magical powers. If an Aztec
warrior could just cut off a finger and some hair from her
body then he could fasten it on to his shield when he went
to war. The magic finger would protect him.

[ How sHouLd 1 ||/ wir A
ATTACH A FINGER|| | FINGER NAIL
70 MY SHIELD?

P&y

How did he get his hands on the fingers? Did he go to the
dead woman’s family and say, ‘Excuse me, would you mind
if I cut up her body?’

No. They were Aztecs and Aztecs never do anything so
polite or simple. i

When warriors heard about a suitable corpse they wouid
get together in a gang and ambush the funeral. (Of course
there couldn’t be more than ten in the gang — that would
make sure that everyone got a finger!)
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If they missed the funeral then it still wasn’t too late.
They could find the grave and dig up the body!

One minute it’s ‘rest in peace’ and the next minute it's
‘rest in pieces’!

And, ralking about graveyards . . .

Magical medicine and murderous mines

The emperor lived in his palace with some rooms large
enough for 3,000 visitors. Aztec villagers lived in huts built
from sun-dried bricks and whitewashed. Thev would have
three or four rooms and enough space for 10 to 15 people to
live . . . and die.

Because . . . when a member of the family died then they
were buried under the floor of the house! This was another
idea copied from the Maya. Imagine guzzling your grub
over granny or sleeping over sister or drinking over Dad!

Yeuch!
o WE LOST A LOT OF SKK 1+
" RELATIVES LAST WINTER

NOTE: This is NOT a very healthy thing to do, so don’t
bury vour favourite goldfish under the floorboards.

If you do fall ill, then do NOT trv Aztec cures. The
useless ones don't work and the working ones could kill the
patient. Some are still used today because the herbs worked
and some seem just plain silly to us. Sall, there’s no harm
in trying . . .
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Curing an Aztec cold
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GD (IND A CHILD WITH A COLD ~THOUGH A
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The important bit is the prayer, Most Aztec cures were
aimed at driving the evil spirits from the body of the
patient. Sometimes a doctor would give a really powerful
drug made from morning glory flower seeds or peyote
mushrooms. They could drive the patient mad or even kill
them. No evil spirit with any sense would stay in a body like
that!

The dead sick Aztecs
The Aztecs had no cure for diseases like smailpux that the
Spanish brought from Europe. The invaders gave the
Aztecs these diseases and they spread like a plague, wiping
out whole villages.

One man arrived from Spain with smallpox in 1520 and
killed so many Aztecs it weakened their armies and helped
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the Spanish to win.

Other diseases, like measles, whooping cough, vellow
fever and malaria wiped out millions more. It was worse
than the Black Death in Europe! If the diseases didn’t get
them then the exhausting work in the silver mines and the
field did.

It's a2 mystery where the Maya went.

Where did the Aztecs go? No mystery. This is where they
went .. .

| DONT FEEL
HALF THE MAN
| USED TO BRE
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THE CUNNING CONQUISTADORS

Of course all of this ripping out of living hearts made the
Aztecs very unpopular with the tribes that they ruled. The
only hope for the suffering Mexicans lay in an ancient
legend.

In this legend the Mexican people had come from
another land and their leader was a god called Quetzalcoatl.
This great hero had been driven from Mexico on a raft of
snakes but he said he'd return one day.

The legend said that in the First Year of the Reed
Quetzalcoat! would arrive with a sword and the Mexicans
would recognize him because he would be a bearded white
man. Quetzalcoat] would end the reign of the Aztec bullies
and bring peace to Mexico.

Well, when Hernan Cortés and the Spanish landed, the
legend got most of 1t right!
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WELCOME |
PEPSI COLA

HERNAN

OH PEPSI COLA
WEARING CORSETS,
WELCOME MASTER

I

Hernan Cortés and his 600 soldiers began their conquest.
With the use of guns — and with a lot of luck — they battled
their way through the Aztec empire.

Crafty Cortés
Hernan Cortés set off for Mexico with 11 ships, 508 soldiers
and about a hundred sailors, He also had 16 horses. The
horses were going to be very important to him in battles.
The people of Mexico had never seen horses before.
Cortés didn’t know that the Aztecs ruled over 20 million
people, but he guessed he couldn’t hope to conquer the
whole empire with his little army. He had to use his brains.
He had to win the friendship of the natives and he had to
impress them with his force.
Are you as crafty as Cortés? What would you have done
in these tricky situations?

The problem of the looter
Cortés had a strict rule that said his men must not steal
from the defeated tribes. That was called ‘looting” and was
punished by death.

Shortly after Cortés had landed he began to make friends
with some of the Mexican tribes who hated the Aztecs. As
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they marched forward some of his Mexican friends, the
Zempoalans, began looting Cingapacinga villages. Cortés
was angry and explained the rule against looting. “Give back
all you have taken,” he ordered.

The Zempoalans did as they were told. Cortés now had
more friends — the Cingapacinga liked him too!

But then a very embarrassing thing happened. One of
Cortés’s own Spanish soldiers was caught looting. What
could Cortés do? He was given differing advice . . .

@ YU HAVE TO HANG THE|®Y0U CANNGT HANG THE
MAN.YOU MUST SHOW THE| MAN. YOU NEED EVERY
MEXICANS THAT YOUR | SPANISH SOLDIER YOU
LAWS ARE FAIR AND THE | HAVE ALIVE YOUR OWN
SAME FOR EVERYONE THE|SOLDIERS MAY DESERT You|
MEXICANS MAY DESERT You|  IF YOU HANG HIM.
IF YOU DONT HANG HIM. o

N

They were both right! It looked as though Cortés would
lose the support of his 500 conquistadors or the support of
2,000 Zempoalan warriors.

Would you follow Advice A or Advice B? Or would you
accept the advice of both and lose no support at all? How
could Cortés possibly do that?
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TIE A ROPE AROUND THE MANS NECK AND HOIST
HIM UP ON THAT TREE.WE WILL MARCH OFF. AS

SOON AS WE ARE OUT QOF SICHT CUT THE FOOL DOWN
BEFORE HE STRANGLES TO DEATH.

AT e, | 7. U A

2594 THATS CRAFTY CORTES
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Cortés still had problems with some of his soldiers who
wanted to steal a ship and sail back home. How did he solve
that problem?

He burned all the ships, of course. Crafty Cortés!

The power of the priests

Cortes wanted to stop the human sacrifices — about five a
day in the ‘friendly’ towns he was marching through. He
wanted to convert the Mexicans to Christianity. The
problem was that the Mexican priests were awesome men.

A Spanish writer said . . .

They wore black cloaks and their hair down to their
waists. Some even wore thetr hatr down to their feet, and
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it was so clotted and matted with blood that it could not be
pulled apart. Their ears were cut to pieces as a sacrifice

and they smelled of rotting flesh. ;

These priests didn’t want to give up their powerful
positions. Cortés needed their support. What could he do?

® EXECUTE THEM IF THEY | ®)IF YOU KILL THE PRIESTS
WONT GIVE UP THEIR | THE MEXICANS WILL NOT
POWER . OUR CHRISTIAN | LISTEN T0 ANYONE ELSE
CHURCH WON'T SUPPORT
THEIR BLOODTHIRSTY WAYS

Would you follow Advice A or Advice B? Or could Cortes
keep both the Church and the Mexicans happy?

YOU CAN STAY iN POWER BY BECOMING CHRISTIAN
PRIESTS! HAVE YOUR HAIR WASHED AND CUT. HAVE A
BATH AND WEAR WHITE ROBES AND WELL SHOW YOU
HoW TO HAVE CHRISTIAN SERVICES! i




And it worked. The Aztec R e
idols were thrown off the top of ﬁ‘\iw '
the pyramid and replaced with [\
a Christian altar and cross. The
bloodstains were covered with
whitewash and the pyramid
priests  became  Christian
priests — after they’d had a
short back and sides, of course!

The Christians came along and said to the Aztec priests,
‘Eat this bread, it is the body of our Lord and drink this
wine, it is his blood!" The priests could understand this!
Eating humans gave vou the powers of the dead human —
eating bread and wine at a Christian ‘communion’ would
give you the powers of a god! No wonder they agreed.

Cortés left the friendly towns with their converted priests
and marched on to- Tenochtitlan and the mighty Aztec
Emperor, Motecuhzoma.

Sad superstitions

The Spanish were the winners and the Spanish wrote the
history books. Like most ‘winners’ in history thev changed
the story and made up the facts to make themselves look
right and the enemy look wrong,

The Spanish historics make Emperor Motecuhzoma look
like a weak and stupid man who threw away his empire
because he believed in silly superstitions and “signs’.

But what were these strange signs . . . and what would
vou have thought if you'd seen them or heard about them?

Motecuhzoma sent for his magicians and asked them to
explain these terrifying signs. If you had been one of the
magicians, how would vou explain them?
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JUST BEFORE DAWN A TONGUE
OF FIRF. HPPEHRED lﬂ THE SKY

A HOUSE APPEARED IN THE SEA
AND MOVED WIT HOUT TOUCHING
2 e,

] F..I._

CREATURES WHO LOOK LIKE MEN
3 BUT ACT LIKE GODS CAME ASHORE
| { AND THEY HAD PHLE FHCES

E HAVE BEEN ATTACKED bY
MONSTERS WHO ARE. HALF DEER
AND HALF MEN g2

¢y THEY KILL OUR PEQPLE WITH
SILVER WANDS THAT SPIT FLAMES
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If you were a clever magician you’d have said . . .

WELL. MONTY YOUR HIGHNESS,
EH(I;:GTDHGUE OF FIRE WAS JUST

THE HOUSC ON THE SEA WAS JUST
AVERY LARGE BOAT THAT THE, '/
STRANGERS CALL A GALLE [

07k BEE

TR
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THE CREATURES WHO CAME ASH

ARE JUST MEN FROM ANOTHER
COUNTRY CALLED SPAIN

THLY ARE NOT HALF-MEN, HALF-
DEER,..THEY ARE SIMPLY SITTING ON
THE BACK OF AN, :
DEER THAT THEY oGl
CALL A HORSE X %o 0 53

AND THE SILVER WANDS ARE WHAT
THEY CALL CUNS-POWERFUL WEAPONS

BUT NOT MACICAL. O 2 :
o, G 4%




Well? Would you have come up with the right answers? If
vou didn’t . . ., and Motecuhzoma’s magicians didn't . . .
then you would have suffered like them. A slow death by
cruel torture.

The bad news is that there were some things that even a
modern  smart-Alec  like you couldn’t explan.
Motecuhzoma also claimed to have experienced the
following . . .

7 THE GREAT TCMPLE BURNED MYSTERIOUSLY ONE ¥
NICHT...THE WATERS OF THE LAKE BOILED AND
FOAMED AND FLOODED THE CiTY... A WOMAN WAS
HEARD CRYING IN THE STREETS BUT NO ONE

COULD SEE HER n
, STRANGE, MONTY YOUR HIGHNESS
| BUT THEKE IS PROBABLY SOME
SIMPLE EXPLANATION! LIGHTNING
WOULD MAKE THE TEMPLE BURN
AND AN EARTHQUAKE WOLLD MAKE
A TIDAL WAVE FLOOD THE CIT

T
. il

e =

P My AUNT SPENT FOUR DAYS IN A TRANCE.SHE ¥

VISITED THE LAND OF THE DEAD AND SAW MY DEATH
THEN. TWO-HEADED MEN WERE DISCOVERED AND
BROUGHT T0 ME . WHEN ! LOOKED AT THEM THEY




i, |
[AND, WORST OF ALL, VILLAGERS BROUGHT A BIRD 10
ME. WHEN | LOOKED AT ITS FOREHEAD THERE WAS
A MIRROR. AND IN THE MIRROR b SAW STARS
THOUGH IT WAS DAYLIGHT' AND THE NEXT TIME I
LOOKED | SAW ARMED MEN ON THE BACKS OF
DEER' EXPLAIN THAT...OR DIE'

ERRRR ! THERE 18 REALLY ONLY
ONE EXPLANATION, MONTY YOUR
HIGHRESS | YOURE A FEW BRICKS
SHORT OF A PYRAMID!

= e Gl
% B LA
" ".:;: o S

Motecuhzoma’s problem was that he didn’t have enough
friends to help him! The people of Tlaxcallan hated the
Aztecs — not surprising since the Aztecs had spent 100 years
wying to enslave them and sacrifice them. The Tlaxcallan
people joined the Spanish and made Cortés’s little band
into an army of 5,000 warriors.

The truth is Motecuhzoma probably didn’t believe
Hernan Cortés was the god Quetzalcoatl on earth. The
reason Motecuhzoma welcomed Cortés was that he
believed he was a messenger from another great king . . .
which he was! Naturally he welcomed this messenger as an
important visitor, Imagine the shock when the visitor
entered the royal palace . . . and made emperor
Motecuhzoma a prisoner!

The city of horrors

Motecuhzoma had messages that Cortés and his small army
had landed on the coast. The emperar tried everything to
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keep Cortés and the conquistadors out of Tenochtitlan, the
capital city. He'd tried to bribe Cortés with gold, frighten
him off with threats and kill him off with an ambush that
failed.

In the end he just sat back and waited for the
conquistadors to arrive.

On 8 November 1519 the Spaniard marched across the
causeway to the island city of Tenochtitlan and came face-
to-face with the Aztec emperor.

Cortés himself wrote down Motecuhzoma’s welcoming
speech . . .

We have known for a long time that neither | nor the
people who live here are the ortginal inhabitants. We know
it belongs to strangers who come from distant parts. We
always knew that they would rerurn one day to rule us.
We will obey you and all that we own 15 yours.

s
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Great news! The emperor himself was handing over power.
The Spanish moved into the great palace of Motecuhzoma’s
father — and it was large enough to hold them all.

It gave the Spaniards a wonderful view, but they weren’t
too keen on what they saw. They looked out on the Great
Pyramid for a start. A Spaniard called Tapia wrote . . .
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At the top was a room with the greatest god of all the land.
It was three metres high. He was made from seeds that
were ground up into flour then mixed into a paste with the
blood of boys and girls.

There were mare than 5,000 people in the service of
this god. They rose promptly at midnight for their sacrifice
which was letting blood from the tongue, the arms and the
thighs, wetting straws with the blood and offering them to
a huge oak-wood fire.

Spaniard Bernal Diaz was most shocked by the ‘skull
rack’ near the main gate to the temple. It was like a hat rack
.. . but for skulls. Hundreds of skulls were set in cement
mto a sloping wall and seventy tall poles stood on top, each
pole with dozens of pegs. Diaz wenton . . .

Each peg had five skulls on. A rotal of 136,000 skuils were
counted and inis did not include the countiess skulls that
made up the walls.

IFEZDR Ba3s 0D
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Still, the Spaniards managed to create their own horrors in
that nightmare city. A rebel chief and his sons were brought
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to the city for execution. Cortés ordered that they should be
burned alive at the stake.

The Mexicans were used to seeing heart sacrifices by the
thousand. But the whole city turned out to watch this new
type of execution. They watched 1n silence.

Cortés had done something even Motecuhzoma hadn't
managed in the city of horrors. He had shocked the Aztecs.

The angry Aztecs

Burning Mexican chiefs did not stir the Aztecs to fight

against Cortés and the little Spanish force. But the Spanish

made two mistakes which made the Azrecs finally rebel.
First, Cortés went into their sacrifice temple in the

capital Tenochtitian. An Indian historian described what-

Cortés did next . . .

Cortés ardered the priests to bring water to wash the blood
off the walls and he told them to lake the statues of their
gods apay. The priests laughed and said they could not
move their gods. So Cortés replied, "It will give me great
pleasure to fight for my god against your geds who are
nothing. He took up an iron bar and began to smash their
stalues.

The priests were horrified and the Aztec people in the city
were furious. The angry Aztecs may have planned to kill the
Spaniards after that. They asked the conquistadors if they
could hold their great harvest festival dance at the temple
and invited the soldiers to watch.
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The soldiers heard a rumour that the Aztecs planned to
kill them straight after the dance . . . so the soldiers struck
first. An Indian wrote . . .

They ran in among the dancers and attacked the man w&q
was drumming and cut off his arms. They cut off his head
and it rolled across the floor. Then they attacked the
dancers, stabbing them, spearing them and striking some
with their swords. They attacked some from behind and
these fell instantly ta the ground with their entrails
hanging out. Some attempted to run away but their
intestines dragged as they ran; they seemed to tangle their
feet 1n thesr own entrails. Others they beheaded; they cut
off their heads or split their heads 1o pieces. No matter how
they tried to-save themselves, they could find no escape.

Now the Aztecs organized themselves and attacked the
Spaniards with huge forces. The Aztec Emperor,
Motecuhzoma, tried telling his people that the Spanish
were their friends. The people threw rocks and fired arrows
at Motecuhzoma. A rock hit the emperor on the head and
he died three days later.’

1. Enemies of Cortés accused him of murdering Motecuhzoma since he was no
more use o him. That's probably not true. The people who wrote that weren't
there at the time.
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Finally the ferocious Aztecs drove the Spanish out of
their capital Tenochtitlan and killed two-thirds of them ~

many of the Spanish drowned when they slipped into the
lake because of the stolen gold they had strapped to their
bodies.

The Spanish conquest of Mexico was finished after just
eight months . . . at least, it was finished for the moment.

Quick quiz

One of Cortés’s captains, Pedro Alvarado, was fighting his
way across the bridge over the lake. He was on horseback
and armed with a lance. His horse was killed so he battled
on with just his lance. At last he reached a place where the
bridge had been broken. It was just too far for a man in
armour to jump across. What would vou have done . . . and
what did Alvarado do?
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Battling back
But Hernan Cortés wasn't going to give up the treasures of

the Aztecs that easily. In 1521 he returned.
This was an important day in the Aztec world . . . and the
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Spanish world too. It would have made headline news if
they'd had headlines. Or even if they'd had newspapers. You
€an just picture it . .

ZPRICES 3

..f!ﬁ"?dﬂf o
mrofeg.ﬁf! :

e

3 August 152/

* Just two years after landing
on the filthy-rich Aztec
_ shores, cool Conguistador
- Cortés (36) has captured
their capital! Today his
brave little army marched
into the Aztec oty of
Tenochtitlan and he has
emperor Cuahtemoc under
arrest. The battle for
Tenochtitlan raged non-
stop for 93 days.

The battle was fierce and
the wounded Cortes was
being dragged to captivity
by an Aztec chief. The chief
stopped dragging him when
Captain Olea hacked off the
Aztec's arm! It was a big
Aztec mstake. They had
tried to take Cortes alive so

they could sacrifice him. If
- they'd killed him when they
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LALIIE
HAPPY
HERNAN
GOES FOR
GOLD

had the chance then the
Spamiards could have lost
the whole war.

A tired but happy Cortés
told our reporter, ‘My men
did well. When we landed
here we had no idea the

place was so big. Otherwise
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. WE rmght have given up

before we even started!’
The Spanish fought
bravely because they saw
what happened to ther
comrades who were
captured. They watched in
horror as Spanish prisoners
were dragged to the top of
the temple pyramid, had
their beating hearts ripped
out and their bodies kicked
down the steps to butchers
waiting below. :

Footsore snldlers agreed.
“We were all for going home
as soon as we got here,’
Private Christofer Robino
(24) agreed. ‘But Captain-
General Cortés burned our
hoats so we had to go forward.
Unless we wanted to sail
back to Spain on a lump of

: charcual" he iaughed
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Hoards of Aztec treasure
are awaiting the clever
conquerors but first they
have to clean up the city.
Our reporter says it is an
amazing place, built on an
island and surrounded by
farms on artificial islands.
There are about 200,000
people living in the city and

as many as 60,000 come to :

the Tenochtitlan market
from all over the empire.
The peasants live in wood
and mud houses but the
nobles and priests live in
fine stone palaces.

But the real horror
hovers in the centre. The
city centre is dominated by
the temples — huge stepped
pyramids, plastered with
brilliant colours. But the
colours are stained by
crusted dried blood and the
stench of death in the midday
sun has turned the stomachs
of the strongest soldiers.

Caprain-General Cortés
has big plans for ternble

lﬁnﬂchmian and its awful -
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Aztec cannibals. He is don't convert to Christianity
planning to convert the then we’ll torture them and

. natives to Christianity then execute them unul they do,’

he'll flatten the evil city to  he said grimly. “That’ll put a
the ground. ‘If the Indians stop to all this cruel killing.’

S T T 2353 -y e R

Hernan Cortés was made Governor of the country, which
was renamed New Spain. The Aztecs had been rubbed out
of history; the Spaniards destroyed their great capital of
Tenochtitlan utterly, the Spanish priests destroved the
Aztec statues, their libraries and their picture-writings.

Cortés then sent one of his generals, Francisco de
Montejo, to conquer the tribes who remained in the old
Mayan kingdom. By 1546 the northern Mayan cities had
been defeated with dreadful slaughter and half a million
Maya were sold into slavery. The Itza tribe hid in the dense
jungles and stayed free until 1697. Then the Spanish
arrived and crushed this last tribe of old Mexico.

Of course the killing didn’t stop when Cortés defeared
the Aztecs. The Aztec peasants becarne slaves and were
worked ro death by the Spanish congquerors. Spanish
settlers took over the Aztec lands — the Spanish priests
converted the Aztecs to Christianity: the great blood-
stained pyramids were pulled down and the rubble from
them used to build a Christian cathedral. The sacrifices
stopped . . . but people carried on being killed.

Conquistadors conquered

You may be pleased to hear that the Spanish conquistadors
didn’t have it all their own way. Stealing the treasure of the
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Aztecs was easy compared to their next task . . . getting it
back across the Atlantic to their king in Spain.

Three fat, slow transport ships set off from Mexico in
1523. Congquistador Cortés wrote:

b
A s ] §
e

\\\\\\

WMWWW%—;W&
Jmﬁmw@mm@
: kwwm

i
L

‘These ‘marvellous things' included jaguar and puma cats,
sugar, emeralds, topazes, carved masks encrusted with
jewels, feathered cloaks of Aztec priests, red-yellow-blue
macaws, talking parrots, Aztec slaves, rings, shields,
helmets, vases and polished stone mirrors. The pearls alone
weighed 300 kg and there was 220 kg of gold dust, three
huge cases of gold ingots and other cases of silver bars.

The gold and silver never made it to Spain . . . and
neither did some of the Spanish conquistadors as extracts
from the ship’s log show . . .

T i o bt res i
; e forof Ao weeks Tjeather bad My
| leakssy 4nd progrecs 2l

E‘!yfiﬁ of v sompafied weoden cage toat nipht

ﬁy‘m 2L7Cped. Seaat Arie st giF one
diitre. 208 Ly ofy sodilier and clawed
opon Aodled @’ﬂé’éﬁ!edw -
averbord . Jiw e didd | Offireers efect 4 |

R

116



Doy 153

.

Jay 87| K

+

by

WL

ML e

.@dﬁd@ﬂd’@"éfﬂé@fﬁ

dﬂé’ﬂ"f .:J! .ﬂ{y 2 @A #,} s 2] ﬁdﬂ;‘gﬁpd \\;:ﬂ
eached %ma ﬁmm.?ﬂ m’nmnm%{
Mc Aorr PR rfﬁwﬁ Lt refirn guasr
Aad #met Of o4
Urk I ED, JIM A ctitloss {fﬁm'aﬂ :
Leened, agy z%tmm greAsoail ﬁfﬁw
20 brtitodptahed off deck anth sm—nter .

%ﬁm( hater Adue e}&fw ¢f our

.ua é
mc-é' Jmaﬁwg quq?’% "Z
AowAer waq%m mﬂ;{g al 2eg.

o
Q.-.

Wy’
amm e RN R J

King Carlos was furious. But for the next 200 years the
Spanish would have to get used to being robbed by pirates
waiting, like vultures, to tear the riches from the treasure ships.

The Querzalcoatl quiz

Now that you know everything vour teacher never knew
about the Aztecs, you can torture Sir or Miss even more.
No, not by ripping out their heart with a stone-age knife. By
testing their brain cell with these fiendishly foul questions.
(If you can’t torment a teacher then pester a parent — and if
your parents run screaming you'll just have to test yourself!)

1 What
heart?

a) glass

sort of knife did the priests use to cut out a victim’s

b) bronze

c) goid
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2 The name Quetzalcoatl means what?

a) white man with beard o
b) a coat decorated with quartz stones
c) a snake with feathers

3 Before the Aztecs came the Toltecs and before the Toltecs
came the Olmecs. The Olmecs were known as what?
a) the green monkey people
b) the rubber people
¢) the cactus-haired people

4 Aztec children were given the job of collecting things in
the fields. What did they collect?

berri
whis URGH LOOK! BAT DROPPINGS
c) bat droppings WITH BEETLE=BERRIES IN THEM

B

5 Aztecs were told what to wear. Poor people wore simple
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clothing and lords wore rich clothing. What was the
punishment for a poor person caught wearing rich clothes
for a second time? .
) dexih i;;o ONE CAN TELL HOW mﬁ "
by being stripped /04 ARE WHEN YOURE NAKED \g‘
c¢) having their house knocked down AT
6 The Aztecs asked the Spanish conguerors if they could go
to their temple for a harvest festival dance. The Spanish
agreed. What happened when the Aztecs arrived?

a) They were preached to by Christian priests.

b) They were told that sacrifices in the temple were banned

from now on.
¢) They were massacred.

7 The Aztec traders became very rich and dressed in fine
clothes. But the emperor
would have hated this. So
what did they do?

a) They had to wear a plain
white cloth over the top of
their fine clothes. It reached
down to their ankles.

b} They wore a reversible
coat. It was rich on the
outside but they could turn it
round quickly if the emperor
appeared to show a plain side.
c) They had to creep into the
city at night so no one,
especially the emperor, could
see them.
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8 When the Spanish arrived in Mexico they noticed little
wooden huts on the side of the road in both the country and
the town. Aztecs popped in for a couple of minutes before
coming out again looking content. What were the little
wooden huts?

a) public toilets

-
%
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b) Aztec national lettery shops

9 How did Aztecs keep their teeth clean?

a) They had toothpicks made from cactus spines.

b) They used chewing gum.

c) They made toothpaste from powdered stone in cream.
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10 The Spanish discovered the Aztecs had lots of gold
and they tnicked them out of it by saying, ‘“We need your
gold ...’

a) . . . to give to the poor and the hungry natives.’

b) *. . . to make you metal guns like ours which we'll give
you for hunting.’

c) *. . . because it’s the only thing that will cure you of your
disease.”

Answers:

la) The knives were made of a type of natural glass that
came from hardened volcanic lava. It is called *obsidian’
and can be polished to look really sharp, shiny and
attractive. It’s used to make jewellery now.

YSEE, 175 A cute Ny
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Zc) Quetzalcoat] was a serpent or snake with plumes or

feathers. How could the Aztecs mistake a Spanish soldier
for a snake with feathers? They must be a bit short-
sighted, No wonder the Spanish beat them so easily!
Jb) The Olmecs were NOT called the rubber people
because they were like bendy toys. They got their name
because they lived in the area where rubber trees grew —
until the Toltecs rubbed them out, of course. No one
knows whar name the Olmecs called themselves.

4b) The Aztec children collected female scale beetles
that live on cactus plants. These beetles were crushed
and used to make red dye for clothes, called cochineal.
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The Spanish invaders brought the idea back to Europe
and it is still used in places as food dye. The Aztecs
needed 150,000 beetles to make one kile of dye. The
Aztecs dved - the beetles simply died.

5a) A peasant trying to pose as a posh person had their
house knocked down the first time they were caught. If
they tried it again they would be executed. And you
thought school uniforms were a rotten idea’

M JuST TAKING 1T TO U5
( THE CLEANERS! HONEST! [~

6c) The Spamsh l.-ul]ed them. And, as we've seen, this
made the surviving Aztecs angrier and fight even harder
to throw out the Spanish bullies.

7¢) The merchants had to creep around after dark when
they returned from trading. There was another way to
‘keep them fairly poor and a little more humble. The
richer they were the greater the feasts they had to give to
the nobles. They were forced to give rich presents to
their guests . . . and buy fine slaves in the market to be
sacrificed. Imagine having a birthday party where you
give all the presents!

8a) The Aztecs- needed human ‘manure’ to spread on
their fields so they encouraged people to use public
toilets. The toilets would be emptied on to the soil to
make it richer and help the pumpkins and maize grow
better. But don’t worry — vour cornflakes won't have
been grown with human manure . . . probably just lots of
chemicals, weed-killers and pest-killers. Haven’t things
improved since Aztec times!
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9b) Aztecs chewed chicle gum made from a milky fluid
inside some trees and plants. It is still used for chewing
gum today. Some things never change. The Aztecs
didn’t like people who chewed in public and especially
those who made popping and snapping noises with the
gum . . . just like some children do in their classrooms!
And today’s teachers don’t like that either. Something
¢lse that hasn’t changed!

10c) The sad Aztecs believed that the Spanish
conquerors would use the gold to cure them of the
diseases that had come from Europe. What was this
disease supposed to be? Gold fever?
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EPILOGUE

Some historians try to make excuses for the Aztecs. They
say, “The Aztecs lived in violent times and had to be ruthless
and bloodthirsty to survive.’

That may have been true at the start of their rise to
power. Burt they began to enjoy the cruelty. That is harder
for us to forgive . . . and it led to their downfall in the end.

When Emperor Tizoc wanted a sacrifice he believed that
he needed 20 warriors to die on the pyramid in Tenochtitian.
Instead he decided to terrify all the other tribes in Mexico
with a huge massacre. He took every single man from three
Mixtec tribes, 20,000 men, and sent them for sacrifice.

The victims had eagle feathers stuck to them with their
own blood and were led to the Aztec capital. They were all
killed on the pyramid. The Aztecs killed the first ones then
the priests took aver. In early sacrifices the people had eaten
small parts of the victims. This time there were too many.
They were simply killed and their bodies thrown into the
marshes.

| HOPE THE GODS |
| WILL HDT’I( E
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THEY Wi IT STINKS ™2
|10 HIGH HEAVEN Kt

It terrified the other tribes in Mexico all right. But it also
disgusted them. They learned to hate the Aztecs. They
knew thev would have to wait, but one day their chance
would come to overthrow the vicious, heart-ripping people.
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And that chance came when the Spaniards arrived. If the
Aztecs had been popular then all the people of Mexico
would have joined together to drive them back to Spain.
Instead they turned against the Aztecs and destroyed them.
Sadly the Spaniards just said, ‘Thanks very much!’ and took
over from the terrors of Tenochtitlan.

An Aztec poem moaned . . .
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(EDROKEN SPEFRS LIE INTHE RORDS;
(L€ HAVE TORN OUR HAIR OUT WITH OUR SORROWS.
(LDHE HOUSES ARE ROOFLESS NOLL, AND THEIR WALLS §
(Z)RE RED WITH BLOOD .
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(TDORMS ARE SWARMING IN THE STREETS AND IN °
THE SQUARES,

GIND THE WALLS ARE SPATTERED WITH GORE .

EDHE WATER HAS TURNED RED, AS IF IT HAS BEEN
DYED. |

GND WHEN WE DRINK IT N

(DT HAS THE TASTE OF SALT. "
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" . (DE HAVE BEATEN OUR HANDS IN DESPAIR

" () GAINST THE WALLS OF DUR HOUSES.
" [ZY0R QUR WAY OF LIFE, OUR CITY IS LOST AND DERD. 3
"EDHE SHIELDS OF QUR WARRIDRS WERE OUR DEFENCE 3
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The hideously bloodstained pyramid in Tenochtitlan was
blown up with 500 barrels of gunpowder. A Christian
cathedral was built in its place. Things should have started
to improve for the suffering Mexicans. But history 1S 100
horrible to allow ‘happy ever after’ endings.

Those Mexicans had slaved in the fields and died for the
Aztecs. Now they slaved in the fields and died for the
Spanish conquistadors — if the Mexicans were late in paying
their taxes to the Aztecs they suffered the horrors of the
heart sacrifice — if the Mexicans were late in paying their
taxes to the Spanish then they were burned to death.

Either way they ended up dead.
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Rebels in the south of Mexico tried digging pits with
sharp stakes to stop the charging Spanish horsemen . . . the
conquistadors threw the rebels on to their own stakes.

Rebels in other Spanish regions had their hands cut off
but were allowed to live — the Spanish hung the hands
around their necks and said, ‘Go and show your people
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what happens to rebels.” And the conquistadors called the
Aztecs savage!

The Mexicans had a good way of looking at death. A poem
in the old Aztec language of Nahuatl puts it best. It said . . .

No one comes on this earth to stay. \

Qur bodies are ltke rose trees — 3
They grom petals then wither and die. =
But our hearts are like grass in the springtime,

They live on and forever gromw green agm':y

People come and go. So do nations. The Olmecs, the
Toltecs, the Aztecs. All gone.

And, if you believe the ancient Mexican legends, the
earth itself comes and goes. On 22 December 2012 it will be
destroyed yet again.

Or will it? History can sometimes be horribly wrong!

We'll just have to wait and see.
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More Horrible History..,

The Measly Middle Ages
The low-down on the Middle Ages when knights were
bold, women wore tall pointy hats and the peasants were
revolting.

The Cut-throat Celts
The Cut-thraar Celts gives you the ghastly truth about
the wild warrior race who had the horrible habit of
collecting human heads.

A Horrible Histories Special:

Dark Knights and Dingv Castles
Go charging back to the davs of chivalry, when knights
battled each other in shining armour, peasants cleaned up
the mess afterwards, and evervone lived in dark, dingy,
horrible homes.

Alse avarlable:

Dreadful Diary
A toul and fascinating fact for every day of the year,
Fill in your own important dates and compare them to
the gruesome goings-on of the past with this perpetual
diary. Find out what horrible historical event happened
on your birthday.






History with the nasty bits left in!
The Angry Aztecs fills you in on the foulest facts about

names, whose idea of fun was ripping out human hearts.
‘Want to know:
® why the Aztecs liked to eat scum?
@ when the world is going to end?
® how to play a really violent ball game?
Read on for human sacrifices, Mayan mysteries, sacrifices. 8§
suffering slave’s diary, and more sacrifices. Find out about
powerful priests, weird warriors, and the cunning
Conguistadors — who made the Aztecs very angry indeed.
History has never been so horrible!
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